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Dates for your diary

3:30pmTermtime

Date/Time Event details
Regular Events
[Tuesdays Play Badminton (£4.00/session)
7:30-9:30pm in the Sports Hall George Ward School
Wednesdays Atworth Independent Church

Bible Club enquire for venue

First Thursday
10:00am - noon

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group
room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham

1st & 3rd Tuesday

The Women's Fellowship

2:30pm at the Independent Church
Every Tuesday Atworth Youth Club
7:00-9:00pm at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane
December 2006
Friday 1st Stonar Preparatory School
9:30-11:00am Open Morning
Saturday 2nd Churchfields, The Village School entrance £0.50p
noon-2:00pm Christmas Fayre—Stalls, refreshments & Father Christmas!
Monday 4th IAtworth History Group
7:30pm IAnnual General Meeting in the Church Hall
Tuesday 5th Mobile Library
9:30-10:00am Mead Park
Friday 8th Westbury Choral Society
time n/k Christmas Concert at St. Katherine’s, Holt
Friday 15th IAtworth Pre-School
10:00am Christmas Concert in the Village Hall
[Tuesday 19th Mobile Library
9:30-10:00am Mead Park
Sunday 29th IAtworth Museum
2:00-4:00pm Open in the Poplar Farm Barn
January 2007
Monday 8th Atworth History Group in the Church Hall
7:30pm “The Wiltshire Boys’ Reformatory” with Ivor Slocombe
Monday 15th IAtworth Women's Institute
7:30pm “Plants for the Winter Garden” Mr G Cattis in the Village Hall

Wednesday 17th
7:00pm

IAtworth Parish Council

Council Meeting in the Village Hall

Submit your items for the January diary to: magazine@atworth.org.uk

Next copy date: 12th December 2006
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December Editorial

The Essence of Atworth Aswe reported last
month, the Jubilee Clock Tower is seen by
most people to be the most important
landmark uniquely identified with Atworth; a
view re-enforced by others during this month
too. Therefore we have given it pride of
place on the front cover of the magazine. Our
picture this month is very kindly provided by
Mrs Jeannie Wilson, and is an extract from
awatercolour, painted by Jeannie herself.

It is quite plain that the Clock Tower is seen
to be important, and we are planning a set of
pages about it on the new website. If you
have any information on its history, it will be
gratefully received.

We have been sent several other images of
the Jubilee Clock Tower and other Atworth
landmarks and key buildings, and each will
get an airing during the coming year.

If you have in mind, any other features of
Atworth that you would like to see on the
front cover, do please let us know. So long as
there are no copyright issues, you can aso
gjajl any pictures of other landmarks to the

itor.

Once again we have a most interesting
collection of letters, which you will find in
the Correspondence section from page 20
onwards.

We would like to wish all our readers and
correspondents a very happy and peaceful
Christmas period. It is a pleasure to help
produce this very lively and varied
magazine, and we thank everyone who helps
make it what it is!

Kenneth Spencer, Editor.

Santa, Santa, wherefore art thou ?

The Atworth Village Magazine
Advertising rates & conditions
per issue from 1st November 2006

Size Issues: 12 6 single

Wholepage £16.00 £16.25 £16.50
Half page £8.00 £8.25 £8.50
Quarter page  £4.00 £4.25 £4.50
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are
due for payment on receipt.

For advertising pricing or availability please
talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) or Kenneth
Spencer (Editor).

Copy (advertising and all content): please
emall or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor asfollows.
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk
Post:  The Editor,

Atworth Village Magazine

8 Clock Tower View

Atworth

Wiltshire SN12 8LJ
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the
cover date—copy received later will missthe
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine
pages of the Atworth Village website.

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to
“Atworth Village M agazine”.
Post:  MrsPenelope Laver

79 Bradford Road

Atworth

Wiltshire SN12 8HY
Email: penelope.laver@talktalk.net
Telephone: 01225 793062

Receipts: please enclose a stamped addressed
envelope with your payment.

Distribution: to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan.
Telephone: 01225 703880

Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or
damage caused by error or omission from
advertisements or content. The Editor is not
responsible for views or opinions expressed
by contributorsto the magazine.

We reserve the right to edit submissions as
necessary.
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(continued from page 23)

And, a letter on the subject of the history of
the Atworth Magazines:

Dear Editor

| gave the village magazine the name of “Yer
Tiz" when we started 30 years ago. “Yer Tiz"
is Wiltshire dialect for “here it is’. Just a
good simple name, being so fitting in our

suggested the name of the previous
magazine.

A quick search on Google (UK) for “ Yer
TiZ' revealsjust how many counties claim
ownership of the expression in the 2,970
references found!

Finally, may we take this opportunity to

Wiltshire village. thank all correspondents for their many
E JLambert and varies views, and to wish themall a
Some time ago, Mrs Jenny Barton wrote to us vergl happe)f/ |
about the Atworth magazine and the part she g%riger?;s u
played in its creation. Jenny credited Mrs We look "
Esme Lambert with the suggestion of the forward to
name “ Yer TizZ' for the magazine in 1977, a g
little while after its initial creation. We used | oo nd
Jenny's information on the new Atworth Jlgtstterass.r:]nny
Village website, where Mrs Lambert has 2007 '
already been duly acknowledged on the Edi to'r
magazine pages of the website, as having :
Atworth Village Magazine—December 2006 Page 25
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ATWORTH WI

At the October meet| ng in the Village Hall,
on Monday 16™ at 7:30pm, Maureen, vice
President welcomed members & guest.

Amongst the matters discussed was litter
collection. It was noted that ‘bus shelters
and different sections of the main road are
cleaned regularly, and extra volunteers
were required to clean the village (date and
time arranged). It was completed in the rain
and we all got very wet!

Members approved a letter to be sent to the
Parish Council clerk about fly t|Pp|ng and
the ‘bus shelters being used as toil et

Lesey Adam and Pam Loosmore
represented the W1 at the meeting for next
year's Village Show.

Pam was thanked for holding a most
enjoyable coffee morning for the
Macmillan fund.

Correspondence: Future events have been
placed upon the notice board.

Treasurer’s report: received and approved.

Regarding future events, volunteers were
required for flyer dlstrlbutlon advertising
the Autumn Fayre, Saturday 4™ November.

The dates and times for future walks were
arranged. The craft days will be reviewed.

Maureen then welcomed Mrs Andi Lloyd
Williams, who would demonstrate how to
make “TASSELS".

Andi showed the different sections of the
tassel that she was working with. She held
up the completed worked tassel, neat and
very pretty with beads on the end for
weight and a small bead collar.

Lots of time must have spent preparing the
individual packs for us to work with. It
consisted of lovely rainbow coloured beads
and cotton. We each received a pattern for
guidance with the prepared pack.

Counting 100 beads onto a thread, we
started to make a tassel; with guidance and
encouragement we finished them. All were
different, with coloured threads and beads.

Holding up our completed tassels, we felt a
satisfied feeling of achievement.

Ledey thanked Andi for all her help and
guidance in making the evening so
enjoyable.

Maureen Weston

A Gift for Posterity from Martin &
Lynne Beta

On 27" October, Lynne & Martin visited John
d’ Arcy, the Principal Archivist at Wiltshire &
Swindon Record Office in Trowbridge, to
deposit the 1978 to 2006 editor’ s file copies of
‘Yer Tiz for safe keeping and the use of
future historians. They have passed on an
invaluable and accurate window covering the
activities which have taken place in Atworth
over a span of almost thirty years, and Lynne
and Martin's work will now continue to be
used for generations to come.

The record office team are delighted to have
received the copies, and for those of us who
may wish to refer to them in future years, the
accession number is 3561.

At the moment, the history of Atworth is
being updated in the record office by Helen
Taylor. In the near future we will be able to
use the website www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
community and look up Atworth under
‘Community History.’

Kath Harley

(Bl

%8 !
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(continued from page 21)

enough money to buy the whole choir new
cassocks and surplices.

Weeks before Christmas Mum used to
make 15 Christmas puddings. The
ingredients were put into a huge bowl and
mixed with the boiler stick. In those days it
was tradition for children to have a stir
while making a wish. The puddings were
cooked in the wash-house boiler.

At ‘Aucuba Cottage’ | remember the ‘Inter
Oven’, which was set in above the grate,. It
was surrounded with shiny red tiles. For
Christmas dinner we had roast beef,
Yorkshire pudding and potatoes roasted
with the meat, and sprouts and carrots
grown in our garden. Afterwards came the
Christmas pudding with custard. We ate the
pudding very carefully so as not to swallow
the thrupenny piece. Y et another treat!

Joan Thomsett, ‘ Obergreen’, Atworth
Christmasas| Remember

Everything stopped at ‘Ferndale’ when
Mum made the Christmas puddings. The
fruit etc. was mixed in an earthenware
bowl. The mixture divided into nine basins,
covered with a cloth and tied up with
string. The following morning Dad went to
the wash-house, lit and filled the boiler and
stacked the puddings in the boiler where
they were left all day to cook.

Mum made four Christmas cakes, one for
us and the rest for other people. Dad
always made the royal icing and he iced
and decorated the cakes with china
ornaments. These evenings were very
exciting as my brothers and | loved to dip
our fingersin the left over icing.

Christmastime the Fuller family sent a
large tree to the school and presents for all
the children. They also provided food for a
tea-party and Aunt Sarah (Rawlings of
Poplar Farm) used to help serve and look
after the children.

Dad raised chickens and for Christmas
dinner we had the largest of the Rhode
Island Red cockerels. In the evening we
had a small family party. The house was lit
by paraffin lamps and we had lighted clip-
on candles decorating the tree.

Boxing Day was a wonderful time — friends
of the family, who were butchers and lived

in Bristol, came to Atworth and collected us
in their cars and drove us to the family party
at ‘Jaggards. Uncle Joe was bailiff to the
estate and he and Auntie Daisy lived in a
large farmhouse. About twenty-five or so
were gathered and the friends from Bristol
brought along cooked turkey and ham. There
was a huge selection of pickles and for afters
trifles and mince pies.

The party was great fun — we played games
like “Winking’, ‘Ring on a String’, ‘Earth,
Air, Fire or Water’, ‘The Moon is Round’
and ‘Cross Keys'. Uncle George would sing
to us - afavourite song being ‘ There's an old
mill by the stream, Nellie Dean’

Happy and contented we were driven home
about midnight.

Norman Williams, Somerton

Preparations for Christmas began with Mum
making the puddings. Dad would light the
copper boiler in the wash- house, put in the
puddings and take them out when cooked.

To decorate our home in Pump Row my
brother, Gerald, and me collected holly from
either the small wood behind Cottles House
or walk across the fields to Boxleaze Hill
where there were two nice trees.

Bedtime on Christmas Eve we hung up
pillowcases and like all children couldn’t
wait for morning to arrive. For presents we
had Dinky toys, pencil cases, crayons, toy
soldiers and annuals such as Rupert Bear,
Beano and The Dandy. One year | had a
clockwork train. Our favourite of al time - a
skittles board game- given to us by Uncle
Jack Diffell. Gerald and | both liked to win
S0 sometimes things got a bit heated. | till
have the game and it's brought out at
Christmas. In fact it was so popular in our
family that 1 made two — one for my
daughter and for my son who lives in
Hungary. Now grandchildren enjoy it too.

We had Christmas dinner at home — always
roast beef and Yorkshire pudding and
vegetables from our garden. In the afternoon
we walked to Neston where the rest of the
day was spent with Gran Fido, aunts, uncles
and cousins. After a good tea and lots of fun
about nine 0’ clock we set off for home.

Arthur Diffell, Trowbridge
(continued on page 25)
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Golden Fleece Cricket Club
AGM

The chairman reported on a successful year
off the pitch, principally in returning to the
recreation field behind the pub. The captain
reported on a second consecutive losing
Season.

The following were appointed to the
committee:

Chairman........ccceeeveiencnnns Peter Chadwick
Vice Chairman ........ccccceeveienennnne Rod Lloyd
Club Captain.........cccceeevennne Howard Fountain
Vice Captain......ccccoevvveeeeenne James Button
Wednesday Captain.........cccoeevveneee Ben Steed
Weds Vice-captain ........cccocueeeee. Neil Gibson
SECTELAY ...eeveve v John Dickens
TreasUrer ....cccceeeeeereeeee e Simon Burrell
Fixture Secretary ............... Niall MacDougall
Player'sreps......ccceceeeenen. Graham Parkinson

SR Neil Morton
Awards

At the annual awards dinner, the following
awards were made:

Young Player of the Year.......... Peter Findley

Catchof theYear.......ceovevennne Barry Findley
Worst shot of the Year ................. John Helps
Clubman of the Year ............. Peter Chadwick
Bowler of the Year.......ccoceevvennee. Ben Steed
Fielder of the Year....................... Neil Gibson
Spit the Dummy .......ccoceeeeeennee. John Dickens

All-rounder of the Year ....... Eddie Thompson
Player’'s Player of the Year....... James Button

Atworth Village Magazine—December 2006

Indoor League

A poor performance in our second game
against a strong Lacock side was erased from
the memory banks by an excellent team
performance to beat Dauntsey’s by 10 runs.
Therecord to dateis Played 3 Won 1 Lost 2.

A specia note of thanks is due to Whitehall
Garden Centre who have supplied some new
safety netting for the boundary.

Howard Fountain

ATWORTH
INDEPENDENT
CHURCH

A

i ¥

The Chapel by the Clock Tower
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk]

As the chape will be closed for internal

building work, please contact Rod & Chris

Price (see below) for details of venues and

services.

Further information from Rodney and

Christine Price on 708643

Atworth History Group

Our November speaker was Alan Aldridge,
who spoke on “The Titanic and the White
Star Memorabilia’.

Our next meeting on 4th December isthe
Annual General Meeting.

Page 7
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(continued from page 20)
fought side-by-side with us.

And so dear Veteran, | want to tell you,
regarding those dear to you who sacrificed
their youth and are now resting in peace,
the sleep of the just, that

WE ARE THE CHILDREN THEY NEVER
HAD

And to you, dear Veteran who offered your
bravery and most promising yearsfor this
our land, | say to you

WE ARE YOURS SONS
SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF LIBERTY

Who want to say to you today, a heartfelt
“ THANKYOU!”

Jean
We assume that “ Jean” was a boy.
Wally Beall

And a letter from regular correspondent
Francis Lucas on the subject of the
magazine:

Dear Editor

| am sure that many of your regular readers
awaited with interest the first edition of
“The Atworth Village Magazine”.

May | offer congratulations for the balance
of its contents.

| was particularly pleased to see the
contribution by the Secretary of the
Atworth Independent Church. All too often
anything judged ‘religious’ or ‘spiritual’ is
given a back seat or completely ignored,
yet should be given its due place.

Around the age of 19 | myself had a
profound spiritual experience, as a result of
the open air preaching and the ministry of
the Atworth Baptist Church under the
leadership of the late Douglas Alford. |
understand that at the time the news went
around the village that “Francis Lucas has
got religion” ... That experience has
remained with me to this day, and has been
the main motivation for the wide travelling
in the Far East and elsewhere undertaken
together with my wife Dilys.

So, al good wishes for the future of The
Atworth Village Magazine.

Francis R Lucas

And, as promised, here are those
reminiscences of Christmas:

Christmas Past

We gathered as a family, at my sister’'s
house, young, old and middling, on
Christmas Day. The tree in the hall was very
well decorated and had many exciting-
looking parcels around the base.

The older members of the family were in the
sitting room having a pre-mea drink and
everyone was full of good cheer and
happiness. We had a splendid meal — my
sister is a very good cook — and after the
Queen’s speech we al went into the hall
where the packages were piled up.

It was odd that my brother-in-law had frilly
panties and great granny, a fairy storybook.
Then the truth dawned. The youngest of the
family, the 2 vyear-old, had quickly
investigated the parcels and moved them
around while we were in the other room.

The child of two now has four sons of his
own and will not alas be with us this
Christmas as his lot are now living in Abu
Dhabi.

Happy memories!

Jean Percy, Atworth

With nine children Christmas time at
‘Aucuba Cottage’ was a hive of activity.
Days before the event, with my sisters,
Margaret and Ethel, we set off to Cottles
where we had to climb a wall to reach the
holly. The holly was used to decorate the
tops of pictures. We made paper chains by
cutting up leftover wallpaper and sticking
the pieces together with a paste made of
flour and water.

| was 11 or 12 and in the church choir when
on Christmas Eve along with my brother
David, Ted Carter, Len Arlett and others,
accompanied by the vicar, we went around
the village carrying lighted candles and
singing carols. What fun we had at Great
Chafield Manor! The elderly gent who
came to listen to us was deaf and held a
trumpet to his ear. As we sang he moved
among us holding one end of the trumpet to
our mouths. We were unable to sing for
laughing. However, that year we collected
(continued on page 23)
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Correspondence

One thing we can say about the readers of the
magazine is that they are very active
correspondents! And it is indeed a pleasure to
pass on the thoughts and views of readers on
some of the topics that have been aired in these
pages recently, and some topical recollections
of Christmas, collected for publication by a
regular contributor.

The only thing | can add is. please keep
corresponding!
Editor.

On the subject of an Atworth landmark for our
front cover:

Dear Editor,

| asked the question “What do you see as the
most important building or place in Atworth”
of many people, especially the young people,
and they all replied “ The Clock Tower”.

It used to be in poor condition, with a black
clock face. At the New Millennium, a personal
donation project was organised, virtually every
house in Atworth visited, and £1,000 was
raised. With Atworth Parish Council
contributing towards repairs of the fabric and
the clock mechanism, the project provided for
the lighting of the clock face. The exciting
transformation was achieved. There were of
course a few “growlers’ who did not want the
work done, but there was an overwhelming
community spirit throughout the project. If you
choose the Clock Tower for the emblem, its
history would make an interesting article.

As aresult of itslighted face, the Clock Tower
has become more famous. Travellers passing
by can now see its bright face, and they know
tne I l?n'dmark—some have even recorded their
thanks!

My own personal landmark is an amazing oak
tree in the grounds of Neston House. Having
recently watched a programme on the carbon-
dating of trees, that tree may be over 600 years
old. However, it is not quite in Atworth!

(name and address supplied)

[We are currently developing some Clock
Tower pages for the new Atworth Village
website. Several people have kindly given
images, including Richard Bill, who has
images of the mechanism. Any other
information will be gratefully received.]

Page 20

And, following our letters and poems
relating to Remembrance Day:

Dear Editor

After seeing the poem in the November
issue, | thought that the following might be
of interest. Jean and I, both committee
members of the Wiltshire Branch of the
Normandy Veterans Association, have
been going to the D-Day commemorations
in Normandy for the last 10 years or so,
and attending parades and services at the
cemeteries of Bayeux, Colville
Montgomery and Arromanches, where this
plaque is on the wall of the museum:

The trangdlation, on theright, states:
Dear Veteran

I’mwriting to say “ Thank you” , and
through me, there are thousands of
children speaking to thousands of
Veterans.

Like us, you were young and carefree, but,
when you were only twenty years old,
liberty called - called you to say:

“1’m dying. Come and save me’

And you arose, full of courage and zeal to
answer that call.

You underwent training, day after day, for
D-Day, and, one day in June, you arrived
by sea and air.

And you fought with the heart and soul of
a free man, so that we too, might be free.

You saw your fellows fall on our beaches
and in our fields and, in spite of your grief
and your injuries, you stayed on and

(continued on page 21)
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District Council Report

It's the time of year that Councillors start
to think about next years budget, what will
be kept in and what's out and how much
will be the increase in Council tax. My
guess is that we will see an increase of
around 2.5% in the Digtrict tax but don't
forget we still have to take into account
County, Parish, Police and Fire who all set
their own rate.

| have adready attended an informal
meeting to talk through the budget and it
was my view that we should be looking at
a 0% increase even if that means some
unpopular cuts in services. | am mindful
that we cant keep asking Council taxpayer
for more, year in year out.

Please let me know what you think—email
me on terrychivers@btinternet.com. There
are services such as education, socia
services that can’'t be cut, but do we need
al our leisure services etc, let me know.

As you know the train service running
through West Wiltshire will face cut backs
very soon. And trains are to be reduced in
size. Recently passengers have been left
standing on early morning trains as trains
have been full. Again | have written to
First Great Western urging a re-think.

Complaints have been pouring in with
regard to a small group of young people
causing problems in our villages,
vandalism and abusing residents, to hame
a few of the activities. After receiving the
complaints | spoke to the District Council
and Housing Society who have been fast
to act. They have aready spoken to some
of the affected residents and they intend to
take action. Please note its not going to
happen overnight but it will happen.

Please report all incidents no matter how
small to me and to the Police and | will
pass them on to the Council. Email me on
terrychivers@btinternet.com or call me on
07722 421402.

Terry Chivers

Many thanks to readers who have been
bringing me used stamps to help the Bath
Cats & Dogs Home at Claverton.

Mavis King

Youth Club News

ATWORTH YOUTH CLUB now ends its
tenth year since the rebuild in 1996. Such a
lot of changes have occurred in that time.

Bureaucracy has swamped al such
organisations, requiring forma management
policies and expensive insurances, al in the
Government® efforts to create better
community services. Our little building has
not changed though. Y oungsters would like
more room. It would be great if in a few
years time someone might decide to build a
new Youth Centre in Atworth! Young
people need their own ®ocia space®©
Meanwhile we endeavour to find £6000 for
roof repairs. We are extremely grateful to an
Atworth resident who has recently provided
a generous donation.

We have ended our busy year with three
trips to Christie Miller for Ten Pin Bowling.
Three trips being necessary so that every
member had a chance to enjoy the pursuit.
We thank Nicola for driving the Holt
Minibus. Thanks also to two people who,
through the Village magazine, have offered
to help with driving.

After Christmas we are again benefitting
from an Arts Workshop Project funded by
WWDC. This time it will be Dancel
Something to blow boredom away when the
festivities are over.

Ken and Mavis are going to retire from
AY C. Although Mavis will continue as Hon.
Secretary for the Management Committee.
A replacement Club Organiser is about to be
interviewed. More news on that situation
next month! We do however, require a
methodical Book Keeper - someone who
will fastidiously record accounts each month
onto a computer. No need to be involved in
meetings. Audited accounts are a necessity
for any funding application, and most of our
money is @estricted@.e. specifically awarded
and therefore not available for any other use.
Accountancy is probably the most important
part of our Y outh Club mechanism. Thiswill
require four hours work a month. Do we
have anyone in Atworth who will undertake
this important role for 2007? Please
telephone 01225 702495 if you can help.

Mavis and Team

Atworth Village Magazine—December 2006 Page 9
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Service of Remembrance

The service of remembrance was held by the
Clock Tower on Remembrance Sunday, 12th
November 2006, at 10:50am.

Members of the congregations of St
Michael’s Church, Atworth, and The
Independent Church, Atworth were present
and supported by members of the Choir of St.
Michadl’s.

During the service the names of those from
Atworth who gave their lives during the two
wars were read from the roll inscribed on the
Clock Tower, following which the silence
was observed.

Computer Evening

Earlier this year, eight people attended an
evening in the village hall when “Safety
and Security on the Internet” was discussed
at some length. All who attended reported
that they enjoyed the evening and gained
useful information and advice out of it.

We are considering holding a second
evening later next year and wish to assess
interest, as, in order to cover costs, and
make the effort worthwhile, we would
prefer an attendance of 12 rather than 8.

The second evening could be based around
“What is inside your PC, what does it do,
and how does it work?'. It would be
illustrated using a stripped down PC and
components. Like last year, there would be
a charge of £5.00 per person, to include
coffee & biscuits and notes to take away.

These talks make no assumptions about
previous knowledge, so they are suited to
computer users who know little about how
their PCs function, but wish to know more.

If you are interested in attending a session
as outlined above, (or a repeat of the
presentation given in May) please drop a
note by post or by hand delivery to 8 Clock
Tower View, or email Kenneth Spencer at
kenneth@kaspencer.com. If there s
enough interest, we will arrangeit.

Kenneth Spencer
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ST. MICHAEL'’S, ATWORTH & CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW
Church Servicesfor November 2006

3rd December................. 10:00am........ Parish CommuNioN..........cccooerereneneneeeeeeen Atworth

Advent Sunday................. 6:00pm....... Advent Carol SErVICe.......coeverererieeiereese e Shaw

10th December ................. 9:30am........ Parish COmMmMUNION.........cccooevireirineresere s Shaw

2 in Advent

17th December ............... 10:00am........ Said Communion (BCW) .......ccooeiererieerenee, Shaw

3inAdvent ........cceeeenee 6:00pm....... 9Lessonsand CarolS .......cccevenereiencneeieens Atworth

20th December................. 7:00pm....... Carolsby Candle-light .......ccccovvvviiceeierereseene Shaw

24th December

Christmas Eve.................. 4:00pm....... Crib SEIVICE .ovvv e Atworth
e 5:30pm....... CriD SEIVICE .ovvce e Shaw
s 11:30pm....... Midnight MaSS.......ccceevevererrneseseceeeee e Shaw
e 11:30pm........ Midnight Mass with Choir ...........cccceeeienenee. Atworth

25th December

Christmas Day ............... 10:00am........ Family Communion .........cccceeevvveeeereeseseseneens Shaw

31st December ............... 10:00am........ Parish COmMmMUNION.........ccccovireerireee e Shaw

Christmas 1

Tuesdays.......cceeeeeeeeeenenns 7:00pm....... Said COMMUNION ... Shaw

(5th, 12th, 19th)

From the Registers
Holy Baptism
We welcomed into the fellowship of Christ’s Church Daniel Jones and Sarah Jones from
Whitley who were baptised at Atworth on 19th November.

In Memoriam

The funeral took place on 27th October at Semington of Marcia Webb. Marcia was born on
New Years Eve 1934 and lived most of her lifein Shaw at Home Farm and Poplar Farm, where
she learnt her love of animals, looking after a flock of sheep and learning to ride. One of her
favourite horses was Freckles who lived to a grand old age of 36 and during his retirement
could be seen looking over the wall. Marcia was an active member of Melksham Y oung
Farmer’s Club where she met her husband Clive. They were both active in the Wiltshire
Farmers Club and were keen Country Dancers at Atworth. To Clive and his children and
grandchildren we offer our sincere condolences on their loss.

On 9th November Mark Garrison was laid to rest after a service in Shaw Church. Mark was
brought up in Whitley and attended Shaw Primary School and later George Ward School.
Mark died tragically young and we offer our sympathy to his parents, young family and
friends.

Inter-regnum Contacts
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, please contact Brian Mitchell (709317) or Chris Rees
(790119).
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A Christmas Concert invitation!

Atworth residents are warmly invited to
Atworth Pre-School’s Christmas
performance of a few well-loved seasonal
songs. There will be tea, coffee and mince
pies after the show, and an opportunity to
buy home-made cakes to take home.
Come to the Village Hall at 10:00am on
Friday 15" December. It promisesto be a
very sweet and smile-inducing event.

This will be alovely chance for new mums
in particular to see the wonderful projects
that our children at Atworth Pre-School do,
to meet the playleaders Anne Rossiter and
Bridgette Sibley, as well as other parents.
Of course, dads, grandparents, aunts and
uncles will be very welcome too.

For any other information regarding
Atworth Pre-School contact Gemma
Harvey on 01225 790381 or Joanna
Heptinstall on 01225 791704. We would
advise al new parents that spaces at
Atworth Pre-School are limited, so do let us
know if you are interested in enrolling your
child. (See our advertisement for more
details).

Joanna Heptinstall

Waste and Recycling Collections
(Melksham area)

Day Date Item
December 2006
Tuesday 19th Usual bin
or bin + box
Tuesday 26th b/h no collection
Wednesday 27th Binonly
Thursday 28th Box only
January 2007
Wednesday  3rd Binonly
Thursday 4th Box only
Tuesday 9th Binonly
Wednesday 10th Box only

Collections of grey and green binsreturn to
their normal collections days from Monday
8th January.

Collections of black boxes return to normal
on Monday 15th January.

If householders have any queries about
their collection of green or grey bins they
can phone the waste and recycling team on
01225 770385.

If householders have questions regarding
their black box collections they can contact
Hills on 08456 032085.

New Vehicle Provides Wheelchair Access

A new multi-purpose vehicle (MPV), run by
Community First on behaf of Wiltshire
County Council, is now available for self-
drive hire by families, groups or individuals
with awheelchair but without transport.

The vehicle is available to hire at a low rate
of £20 per day plus 10p per mile, and can be
driven using an ordinary car licence and can
cary up to four passengers plus one
wheelchair which can be wheeled straight
into the vehicle. Community First is also
considering concessions to people without
the meansto meet all of these costs.

The vehicle is also to be made available for
self-drive hire to groups and individuals
without awheelchair.

For more information, please contact Liam
Tatton-Bennett at Community First:

Telephone: (01380) 722475 extension 243.
Email:

Itatton-bennett@communityfirst.org.uk
Community First
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Neighbourhood Watch

Six people have re-affirmed or joined our
group of Neighbourhood Watch Contacts.
Excellent! but there is room for many more.
Contact Mavis if you would like to join the
Circuit. We are reminded that this is the
worst month for burglaries and car crime.
Lock sheds/garages securely. Never leave
anything of value inside your vehicles. Do
not leave your car unlocked, even on your
own premises. Thieves are around.

A group of local youths have been purchasing
eggs at the Bear Garage and flinging them at
front doors of houses around Atworth. If you
are an unfortunate victim of this disgusting
practice, please report it via the Police
website at www.online.police.uk so that the
culprits can be traced. Anti-social behaviour
orders can be issued!

In mid-November, two men were walking in
the area sdlling raffle tickets door-to-door.
Both were plump, with dark hair, of tidy
apﬁearance, in jeans and trainers. The raffle
tickets were blue print on white and marked
“on behalf of the RSPCA.”, and cost £2.00
each. They offered a top prize of £5,000, and
Marks & Spencer vouchers as the second
prize.

This is a fraudulent scam. The RSPCA have
stated that the tickets are not associated with
their organisation.

If you are approached, say “no”, close your
door and immediately telephone Devizes
police on 01380 735735, and ask for
Neighbourhood Watch—Urgent.

Thisisthe month to be careful!
Mavis King

Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group

53 members attended our November meeting
(including three new pairs of hands). With
nimble fingers, friendliness, boundless
generosity and enthusiasm the Group is an
ever-growing success. We believe we have
never had so many donations; warm brightly
coloured clothing - blankets too, and many
Christmassy extras for the Ukraine. We also
had many items for the Christmas Bazaar.

We were aso delighted this month that the
efforts of the Box Ladies (20 blankets in the
past month!) were appreciated by Box Parish
Council who made a grant of £25 for yarn.
The increase in our membership and industry
means that spending on yarn has risen, so we
are grateful for additional funds.

The "Sit in, Knit in" in the Library during
National Knitting Week was a jolly occasion
and we gained at least one new member.

We cannot end the year without thanking
those without whom we could not survive -
Roger who takes us to collect our wool, Hils
who each month and sometimes oftener
delivers our handiwork to the @&id Ukraine©
depository, and editors of the various
publications who get us new members - and
the Manager of the Community Centre and
his staff for making us so welcome. There
are many others who help us with
anonymous donations and support in other

ways to whom we give our thanks.

The Group is open to all who enjoy knitting
and/or crochet or would like to learn. We
meet on the first Thursday of each month
from 10:00am to noon at the Corsham
Community Centre, Beechfield Road.

For further information please ring Gwen
Davies 01225 810330 or Peg Smith 01249
713879.

Gwen Davies
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Play Badminton

We play Badminton in Melksham every
Tuesday evening from 7:30-9:30pm and
players can come and go as they wish between
those times. At present we are playing in the
Sports Hall at George Ward School and we
have the use of up to 4 courts. Most matches
are men®, women®and mixed-doubles.

Our season starts early September and ends
late May/early June with only a break during
the Christmas holiday. We "pay as we play"
£4.00 per person per evening. In April we
usually have a social evening.

Why not come and join a friendly group of
people. It is fun and good exercise during the
winter months. We mainly play doubles as
most of us find singles too strenuous. None of
us take it too seriously and most of us play a
reasonable standard as many of us have been
playing for a few years but any standard is
welcome.

We welcome more players so come and see
us or visit www.playbadminton.info for more
details. See you soon.

Geoff Reynolds

The Atworth Tea Towel and Notelets

In 1998 the Village Hall committee decided
to produce an Atworth Tea Towel, the
design showing many of the more prominent
buildings in the village, although since then
a number of changes have been made to
keep it up to date.

The purpose of producing the towel was
partly to make a small profit to help pay for
the refurbishment of the village hall kitchen,
but also at the time, many residents had
indicated that they would be interested in
purchasing one, either for their own use or to
give away as a present.

So far some 800 have been sold and
although they are till selling (more slowly
than previously) there is till quite a stock to
sell, all profits going towards the running of
the Village Hall and Recreation Ground. In
recent years considerable sums have been
spent on the refurbishment of the hall
including, installation of a disabled toilet,
complete roof replacement, and a new floor.
Therefore al income to the hall is very
welcome.

This message is redly to acquaint
newcomers to the village that these items are
available, especially as Christmas is
approaching, for they make excellent
presents.

The Towels cost £2.99 and the pack of
Notelets, £2.50. They may be purchased
from me a 49a Post Office Lane
Telephone 01225 791967.

Derek Edwards

Treasurer Atworth Village Hall

Reading Programme

Two Atworth people have kindly enquired
about the need for Volunteers. There are too
many children who are not able to enjoy
reading because of poor literacy skills, and
there is much personal satisfaction in helping
pupils to become good reader. You would
work with two or three children. If you
would like to help, for just one or two hours
per week, please phone Mavis King 702495.

Mavis King
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