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Date/Time  Event details 
Regular Events 

Wednesdays 
 3:30pmTermtime 

Atworth Independent Church 
 Bible Club at the Independent Church 

First Thursday 
 10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
 2:30pm 
Every Tuesday 
 7:00-9:00pm 

The Women's Fellowship 
  at the Independent Church 
Atworth Youth Club 
  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 

November 2006 

Saturday 4th 
 10:00am 
 
   4:30pm onward 

Atworth Women's Institute 
 Autumn Fair in the Village Hall 
Shaw Playing Fields Committee (£3.00 adult/£1.00 child) 
 Bonfire & Fireworks on the Beeches playing field 

Monday 6th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group 
 “The Titanic and the White Star Memorabilia”, 
 with Alan Aldridge in the Church Hall 

Tuesday 7th 
  9:30-10:00am 

Mobile Library 
 Mead Park 

Thursday 9th 
  7:30pm  

St. Michaels Church 
 “Magic in a Bottle”, Maureen Cooke in the Church Hall 

Monday 20th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth Women's Institute 
 “My Life in Prison” with Mr B Ducker in the Village Hall 

Tuesday 21st 
  9:30-10:00am 

Mobile Library 
 Mead Park 

Saturday 25th 
 10:00am-1:00pm 

St. Michael’s & Christ Church (free entry) 
 Christmas Bazaar in the Beeches/Village Hall 

Sunday 29th 
 2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  
 Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

December 2006 

Monday 4th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group 
 Annual General Meeting in the Church Hall 

Friday 8th 
  time n/k 

Westbury Choral Society 
 Christmas Concert at St. Katherine’s, Holt 

 
Submit your items for the diary to:   magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Next copy date: 12th November 2006 
 

Wednesday 15th 
  7:00pm 

Atworth Parish Council 
 Council Meeting at Great Chalfield 

Dates for your diary 

 

 

Visit the NEW village web site at: 
www.atwor th.org.uk 

The Atwor th 
Village Magazine 

November 2006 Volume 30 Number 3 
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November Editorial 

The Atwor th Village website The new 
Atworth Village website is now accessible at 
 http://www.atworth.org.uk 
and is at a quite advanced state of design. 
Many clubs and society organisations are 
now represented. If you wish us to make 
amendments to your information, let us 
know via the webmaster email address (see 
below) or online using the forms provided. 
Businesses in Atwor th can have a panel 
entry on the Businesses page free-of-charge, 
as well as their own advertising page on the 
site for a small annual charge. To see your 
business featured on the new website simply 
send an email to 
 webmaster@atworth.org.uk 
with all the details you wish to have 
included. Alternatively feel free to ask for a 
meeting to discuss the entry you would like.  
Organisations & businesses outside Atworth 
can have a panel entry for a small annual fee. 
The Atwor th Village Magazine can be 
read, downloaded and printed from the site, 
and very soon, there will be an archive of 
past issues of “Yer Tiz”  as well.  
The Magazine Name There was a lot of 
email, and few letters about the choices on 
offer for the new name. Of the four names 
presented, “The Hub” , as suggested by Mrs 
Juliette de Malpas-Player gained the most 
votes, and so Mrs de Malpas-Player will 
receive the £20.00 music voucher very soon. 
However, nothing seems to be that simple as 
far as this magazine is concerned, because 
rather more people expressed the view that 
none of the names offered were suitable, and 
that they preferred the name to be “The 
Atworth Village Magazine” . So, whilst Mrs 
Malpas-Player gets her prize for the most 
votes, the magazine is now confirmed as 
“The Atworth Village Magazine”  at least 
until the next editor takes over! A selection 
of the correspondence is on pages 23 & 25. 
The Essence of Atwor th So far, the Jubilee 
Clock Tower seems to be the most popular 
“ icon”  of Atworth, and is the prime 
candidate to feature on the front cover of the 
magazine. Do please let us have your ideas if 
you think otherwise. So long as there are no 
copyright issues, you can also email any 
pictures of other landmarks to the editor. 
Kenneth Spencer , Editor. 

The Atworth Village Magazine 
Advertising rates & conditions 

from 1st November 2006 
Size         Issues: 12 6 single 
Whole page £16.00 £16.25 £16.50 
Half page £8.00 £8.25 £8.50 
Quarter page £4.00 £4.25 £4.50 
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising pricing or availability please 
talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) or Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (adver tising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover date—copy received later will miss the 
publication! 

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to 
“Atwor th Village Magazine” . 
Post: Mrs Penelope Laver 
 79 Bradford Road 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8HY 
Email: penelope.laver@talktalk.net 
Telephone: 01225 793062 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope with your payment. 

Distr ibution: to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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(continued from page 23) 
village magazine. “Yer Tis”  [sic] was a real 
Wiltshire saying, so please don’ t change 
the village sayings. 
Also the village hall was, as it say over the 
door the Institute. I am not a comparatively 
new entry to the village, having lived for 
forty six year + as a school girl before that. 
Martin + Lynne Beta never had problems 
writing for the name “Yes Tis”  [sic]. 
(neither name nor address supplied) 

… 
Dear Editor 
Interesting to see the different opinions re. 
the name change in today©s publication - 
personally I think things do have to change 
and evolve otherwise they stagnate and a 
name change is a good place to start. 
I think ©Yer tiz© is a bit flippant and casual 
really and the name should reflect the 
efforts and validity of opinion in the village 
- so a stronger name would do it justice. 
… 

(name and address supplied) 
… 

Dear Editor 
I was sorry to see the passing of Yer Tiz, 
but of the four my vote goes to “The Hub” . 
(name and address supplied) 

… 
Received too late for publication last month: 
Dear Editor  
May I thank you very much for agreeing to 
be editor of our Village Magazine. I should 
also like to thank your team Mrs Penelope 
Laver and Mrs Julia Kirwan for stepping in 
and enabling the magazine to continue.  
Perhaps you will allow me also to thank 
Mrs Maggie McDonald for starting the 
Flower Show. I hope there will be enough 
support to enable it to continue. 
You as editor asked for suggestions for a 
new name for the magazine. I hope it does 
not ruffle too many feathers, some may not 
want a change.  
My thoughts are to go back to one of the 
original names for the village e.g. Atford.  
So may I suggest “ATFORDIAN” or 
something similar. 
(name and address supplied) 

And, to round off the representative 
selection of correspondence this month, two 
individuals of fered their particular 
contributions to the debate.  
The first, from Rodney Price: 
Dear Editor 
I trust you will see the humorous side of the 
following and print in the next edition of the 
“magazine” . 
“A sideways look at the proposals for the 
new name of our precious village 
magazine” . 
1. At-Mag  -  bless you!! 
2. The Atworth  -  posh wife to yokel 
husband - “darling pass the Hatworthian” .  
Reply - “Yer-Tiz” . 
3.  The Oats  -  ordinary couple at breakfast - 
“pass the oats dear” , “not the porridge 
stupid, the latest magazine” .  “Sorry!”  
4. Was it centre, or core, or heart, or nucleus, 
or focal point, or focus.  No The Hub - O.K. 
providing the Café at Northumberland 
Passage in Bath doesn’ t hold the copyright. 
Yours “ tongue in cheek”  
Rodney Price 

… 
And so, at last and finally, this poem from 
Francis Lucas: 
 

The Passing of “ Yer  Tiz”  
It seemed to be with a whiz 
That we lost the title “Yer Tiz”  
It was certainly unique 
But that’s how we did speak 
In Atworth when I was a kid. 
But we agree that things do change 
Even Atworth is within the range 
Of the standardised speech 
That our schools do now teach 
So there’s no meaning left to “Yer Tiz” . 
But memory can fill the gap 
For those who love to look back 
To am age that is past - 
For nothing does last 
It’s the future that we must live with. 

Francis Lucas 
6th October 2006 
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Requiem Evensong 

The Atworth & Shaw Church Choir will 
perform the beautiful Requiem by Gabriel 
Fauré, with instrumental accompaniment, at a 
shortened Evensong on Sunday 5th 
November at 6:00pm. We hope those 
attending will support us with a donation.  
Those whose funerals or memorial services 
have been held at our two churches in the 
past year may be commemorated on this 
occasion. We shall gladly add the names of 
former residents whose funerals were not 
held at our churches to the list: details, 
please, to Alan Jones on 01225 359166, or by 
e-mail (atj@blueyonder.co.uk), or leave a 
note on the table just inside either church. 

ATWORTH WI 

On Monday 21st August, members were 
invited to Lesley Adams home for the 
annual tea of strawberry jam & cream 
scones. Then at 7:00pm we were taken to 
Lacock for a guided tour of the village by 
members of the Lacock History Group. 
We heard about the history of the Abbey 
and the Talbot family: they gave the 
Abbey and the 88 properties of the 
village to the National Trust. Walking 
through the village we learned the history 
of several properties; a few cottages still 
remain in the same families. On seeing 
the village school we heard that the bell 
in the school tower had only been 
replaced that morning. 
We walked to the Church,  looked at the 
historic buildings both sides of the road, 
and saw the cottage where Harry Potter 
was filmed living as a young boy. The 
film included parts of Lacock  Abbey, 
Lacock having appeared in many films. 
Walking towards Reybridge, we heard 
about our guides’  childhood wartime 
activities, and the memories of the 
village reunion held for the evacuees and 
families. On our way back we visited the 
lockup and barn, with an owl in the 
rafters.   
On Monday 18th September, Cynthia 
welcomed Hilary McFall & Jill to speak 
on OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD. 
Hilary produced a shoe box and lid, 
covered in Christmas paper. She put 
items put into the box as she spoke: an 
exercise book, pencils, enabling children 
to attend school; coloured pencils, a 
sharpener, eraser, toy; a ball. Other gifts: 
socks, hat, gloves, sweets sealed in paper, 
and a Christmas card. They love a photo 
of yourself and family. 
Whilst packing the box she told of the 
children in Africa who thought the boxes 
were drums until they were shown how 
to remove the lid. She remembers a little 
girl cradling a Barbie doll, a boy and a  
toy car and the footballs.  
The boxes go to children from 
displacement camps, orphanages, street 
children, and those living in sewers,  and 
rubbish dumps. We saw a moving film of 

 the children opening the boxes. 
KNITTERS, can you make a hand puppet 
with faces, sad on one side happy on the 
other?  These are popular with the children. 
Hilary needs BOXES, hundreds of them: 
they have a Warehouse at Bowerhill. Every 
one is welcome to bring boxes or help at 
the warehouse. 
Can we in Atworth send a box, or help?  
Maureen Weston 

SANTA’S COMING TO SHAW 
Santa will be at Shaw Village Hall on 25th 
November at 10:00am in the Christ Church 
Shaw, & St Michael’s Atworth, Christmas 
Bazaar, sitting on his sleigh in the grotto to 
hear what the children want for Christmas! 
Get home made jams and pickles, delicious 
home made cakes and hunt for early 
Christmas presents. Have a cup of tea or 
coffee and a light lunch to see if you have 
won a raffle prize. 

Poppy Appeal 2006 
We trust householders will support the 
collectors as they come around door to door 
again this year.   
We will be holding the usual short Service 
of Remembrance at the Clock Tower on 
Sunday 12th November at 10:50am.  This 
will be followed by a joint service at the 
Independent Church led by Rev John 
Hancock from Warminster.   
Rodney and Chr istine Pr ice 
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Correspondence 

Most of the correspondence this month 
came from people expressing their opinion 
on which, if any, of the suggested names 
they would or would not prefer. We have 
published a representative selection of that 
correspondence here, but we did also have 
some correspondence which was 
specifically stated not to be for publication. 
Two more emails (one not for publication) 
and one postal item objected to the fact that 
the new magazine is not named “Yer 
’Tiz”  (or “Yer Tis”  or even “Yes Tis” !). 
The postal item was anonymous: there is no 
need ever  to send anonymous 
correspondence as I only publish names, 
addresses or email addresses when 
specifically authorised to do so. 
On one further point relating to 
correspondence: I will always acknowledge 
your email with a reply, and so if you do 
not get an acknowledgement within very 
few days of your email do please feel free 
to check that it has been received. 
Editor . 
 
Dear Editor, 
Whereas I did not particularly like the title 
"Yer Tiz" , I am even less enamoured by 
the four suggestions in the latest magazine, 
(October 2006 Vol 30 No 2). 
"The Atworth Village Magazine" is 
descriptive and to the point and needs no 
further elaboration as the others do. It is an 
informative, straight forward title and I 
would be very pleased if it could be kept. 
… 

(name and address supplied) 
… 

Dear Editor, 
Well done for taking over the job; I have 
just read the October issue for suggestions 
for new informal name. 
I©m not sure I would vote for any of them. I 
think Atworth Village magazine does the 
job. I never liked the name “Yer ‘Tiz” . I©ve 
seen that phrase used to show where the 
toilet is! 
(name and address supplied) 

Dear Editor 
We as outsiders have lived in Atworth for 
46 years and have always enjoyed the 
name Yer Tiz. We can©t see why it has to 
be changed and won©t be voting for any of 
the ridiculous four quoted.  
May we suggest you call it Kenneth 
Spencer and be done with it. 
(name and address supplied) 

… 
Dear Editor, 
Good morning to you. 
Our vote for the new title is No. 4, The 
Hub. 
(name and address supplied) 

… 
Dear Editor 
Having received our new issue of the 
magazine I am really surprised to find that 
Yer Tis [sic] + now The Atworth Village 
Magazine aren’ t good enough. WHY ? 
The names suggested to vote for seem 
really stupid with nothing to say it’s a 

(continued on page 25) 

Van & Deliver … 
Household &  Commercial 

L ight Haulage 
Single items to full loads 
Door to Door service 
Carrying size: 

4.2 metres long 
1.5 metres wide 
1.8 metres high 

Carrying weight: 
1.5 tons 

Contact:Mr Steve Jordan 
48 Bath Road, Atworth 
Wiltshire SN12 8JX 

Telephone: 01225 700553 
Mobile: 07774 806784 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 
The Chapel by the Clock Tower 

(www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk) 
A reminder of our weekly services to 
which we extend a warm welcome to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Women’s Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for  boys and gir ls 
Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 
Further information from Rodney and 
Christine Price on 708643 
A thought from the Secretary of Atworth 
Independent Church … Thinking about the 
interest in the name of the village magazine, I 
turned to names, the Bible and hymns. 
Do names really matter? In Genesis 
chapter2vs19&20 Adam has an onerous task 
“out of the ground the Lord God formed every 
beast of the field and every bird of the air, and 
brought them to Adam to see what he would 
call them. And whatever Adam called each 
living creature, that was its name. So Adam 
gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, 
and to every beast of the field” .   
Later in Genesis God changed the name of 
Abram to Abraham: “ for I have made you a 
father of many nations” . Jacob became Israel 
because “he struggled with God, and with man, 
and have prevailed” . 
In the book of Daniel, some of the Children of 
Israel were being taken captive to the land of 
Babylon (present day Iraq). So they would 
forget their roots and particularly their religion, 
the Jewish names of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah were changed to Babyonian names 
Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
Nego.  But the great thing is these four never 
forsook following the Lord God, and through it 
Daniel in particular prospered. 
In the New Testament we see the child born to 
Mary was named before His birth.  Matthew 
chapter1v23 “You shall call His name 
Immanuel”  - God with us. Luke chapter 1v31 
(angel to Mary) “call His name Jesus” . That 
brings us to the name Jesus and the lines of a 
few hymns: “How sweet the name of Jesus 

sounds in a believers ear”   (by John Newton).  
How many Christians wince when they hear their 
Saviour’s name blasphemed.   
“At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow” 
(Caroline M Noel). 
“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,  
Calling to you and to me”   (WL Thompson) 
Names, are they important?  Yes.   
Speaking of heaven the writer of the book of 
Revelation says in chapter21v27 “but there shall 
by no means enter it anything that defiles, or 
causes an abomination or a lie, but only those 
(whose names) who are written in the Lambs Book 
of Life” , and very soberly in chapter 20v15 “and 
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was 
cast into the lake of fire” . 
So, I wonder what the magazine will be called 
after the vote? 
Rodney Pr ice, Secretary 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club 

2006 Season This year was slightly improved on the 
last but still, unfortunately, a losing season. The 
playing record read Played 27 Won 10 Lost 17. 
The honours for batting went to James Button who 
scored over 500 runs with an average of 37 and who 
also scored the highest individual total of 115. For 
bowling, Andy Buckle had the best average of 9 
whilst Ben Steed topped the wickets table with 25. 
6-a-side We held our very enjoyable tournament as 
the last event of the year. Despite heavy overnight 
rain, the tournament went ahead but, unfortunately, 
the Fleece team lost both group games and failed to 
make the semi-finals. The final was contested by a 
team from the Basil Hill site and Polaris House from 
Swindon. Polaris House came top for the second 
year running. 
2007 Season  Both parties have now signed a lease 
for the field behind the Golden Fleece which means 
we will have 6 years uninterrupted use of the cricket 
field. The club is most grateful to all those who have 
shown their support for their village team and we 
would invite you to join us each week as we play 
our home games on one of the most enjoyed 
cricket  fields in the area. Look out for details of 
next year’s fixtures. 
Indoor League The indoor league will have already 
begun and we look forward to a more successful 
season than in recent years. 
New Players If there are any prospective members 
who have recently moved to the area or are 
considering starting again, please do not hesitate to 
get in touch with me or any club member or via the 
pub itself. Players of any standard and any age 
would be made most welcome. 
Howard Fountain 
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District Council Report 

Over the past few weeks I have been 
receiving complaints that the new bus stops 
throughout the two villages have no bus 
shelters. Wiltshire County Council went out 
to full consultation and notices were at the 
time posted on all the bus stops were work 
was to be undertaken. All replies clearly 
stated that residents did not want bus 
shelters and this is why none have been 
provided. 
West Wiltshire District Council are still 
pressing on with plans to build a further 400 

homes for rents within the District. I still have 
grave doubts about these plans. I support 
social housing, however, my concern is that 
they are planning to build on public open 
space such as play areas. The money is being 
provided by the private sector rather than 
government money which has to be paid back 
with interest. 
Many complaints have been received by 
myself and the Council regarding the recent 
Cleanaway bin strike. At present the Council 
are looking to issue a new contract for the 

(continued on page 9) 
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Two Bishops visit Churchfields, The 
Village School for Service of 

Dedication  
A new future was heralded for the school at 
the end of September. 
Parents, grandparents and members of the 
village communities of Atworth and 
Monkton Farleigh and South Wraxhall 
joined pupils, staff and governors on 
Wednesday 27th September for the Formal 
Dedication of Churchfields, the Village 
School. 

The Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Revd 
David Stancliffe, who was accompanied by 
his guest, the Bishop of Sudan, the Rt Revd 
Hillary, performed a memorable ceremony 
of blessing and dedication during the 
Service. 

The children all took a major part in the 
Service. They delighted everyone present  

with their performances of music, words, 

pictures, song and dance as they expressed 
the ethos, aims and strengths of their new 
school. 
In his address Bishop David said he was 
much moved and impressed by the 
children’s performance and also their 
joyfulness. He compl imented Mrs 
Wiltshire, the headteacher, and her staff for 
their outstanding commitment to the 
children. He and Bishop Hillary explained 
to the children about many schools in the 
Sudan where there are more than 100 
pupils to a class, and the school itself is 
under a shady tree! 
The children all enjoyed the Blessing 
Ceremony, which involved the sprinkling 
of blessed water on everyone, and all parts 
of the school building. 
After the Service everyone was able to 
share in coffee and homemade cakes kindly 
prepared by members of the Atworth PTA. 
Atworth History Group had a small 
exhibition of interesting documents and 
pictures including school log books going 
back nearly 100 years. Monkton Farleigh 
village also displayed some equally 
interesting photographs of education long 
ago in their village. 
The Service was extremely well attended, 
but regret was expressed that more local 
villagers and parishioners were not able to 
be invited due to the small size of the 
school hall. 
Julia K irwan 
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Youth Club News 

During recent heavy rain, puddles were 
again found inside the Club Centre. We are 
anxiously waiting for news of funding.   
Meanwhile, the last month has been great.  
Attendances continue to be between 25-30 
young people per session. Uni-hoc on our 
outside tarmac has been a favourite 
occupation (as we have lighting along the 
building), and for the girls a session learning 
flower arranging with Amanda Child, one of 
our 1996/8 members who is now a florist, 
was highly successful. A whole day was 
enjoyed at Corsham Lake on 7th October as 
guests of Corsham Sea Scouts, with archery 
and canoeing,  plus a barbeque. My thanks 
to the parents who provided  transport.  
We welcome two new helpers, Hayley from 
Clock Tower View, and Gillian from 
Neston. 
Our members attend a variety of schools - 
Churchfields (top class), St. Lawrence, 
Corsham Secondary, St..Augustine’ s, 
Stonar, and Beechen Cliff in Bath. This 
makes  for an amazingly friendly mix, and 
friendship/relaxing  often seems the most 
popular activity. 
Thanks to the Atworth Magazine, Kevin 
Stonham has offered to help with mini-bus 
driving for Club events. We are able to hire 
Holt Community Bus, with certain safety 
conditions, and therefore need  qualified 
drivers when the Holt Bus is available. We 
can now plan ahead. 
Mavis and Team 

Mature Volunteers Urgently Needed 
It is a sad fact of life that some young people 
enter secondary education with very poor 
reading skills. This then causes them to fail 
in many aspects of education.  This situation 
can be changed, by quiet reading-skills 
sessions with a volunteer.  Just one hour, 
either per week, per fortnight, even per 
month on any weekday morning. 
Please telephone Mavis on 01225 702495. 

Yellow Pages Directory 
These were delivered around Atworth in 
mid-October. Please take your redundant 
copy to the recycling bay at the Youth Club. 
As they do not have metal spines they can be 
deposited into the paper Bin, and this will 
greatly aid Atworth Youth Club, which 
receives a donation from Hills Waste 
according to the weight of paper. 
Thanks. If anyone would like their Yellow 
Pages collected, telephone Mavis 702495. 

Used Postage Stamps 
Bath Cats & Dogs Rescue Home are 
appealing for used stamps to help with their 
hospital work.   If anyone would like to save 
and donate their used stamps, please pop 
your collection into Atworth Youth Club on 
a Tuesday evening or leave at Oxney End, 
and  we will deliver them to Claverton.   
Make sure you leave a wide border around 
the stamps to enable volunteers to carefully 
steam them from the envelope paper. 

Hedgehog Rescue 
These timid little creatures are disappearing 
from our gardens, mainly due to the use of 
slug pellets which kill them in an extremely 
cruel manner (unfortunately they eat slugs 
which have been poisoned). 
There is a Hedgehog Rescue at Neston. 
Injured or orphaned hedgehogs can be 
collected, and cared for. Hedgehogs start to 
hibernate in November and need piles of 
leaves and brambles to protect them for the 
next six months. Cats and dogs can harm the 
babies which cannot curl up until they are 
full-grown. 
Please make a note of the telephone number, 
01225 810470. 

(continued from page 8) 
 refuse service this is for bins and compost 
collections. The new contract starts next 
year. 
Speeding traffic and bad parking has been 
a major problem over the summer months 
and again I have been in contact with the 
local police. The main areas of concern 
being Bath Road Atworth, Corsham Road, 
Bath Road, and  Top Lane in Shaw and 
Whitley. 
At long last Wiltshire County Council 
have had Government guidance on local 
speed limits on A and B Class roads and 
all speed limits on these roads will be 
reviewed over the next 4 years. 
 Terry Chivers 
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(continued from page 17) 
after some discussion, not to exercise the 
rights of secondary authorities on Dog 
Control Orders for the present. The Clerk 
was asked to discuss with the Village Hall 
Trustees and the Village Caretaker 
(Atworth W.I) how dog faeces be removed 
from the Recreation Field. 
Wiltshire Mobile L ibrary Review The 
Parish Council noted the information that 
no change was proposed to the current 
visiting arrangements for Atworth. 
Correspondence 
Community First Election to Board of 
Trustees. The Parish Council decided not to 
exercise its right to vote. 
Letter from Mr Carter state of track/
footpath to Stonar. The Parish Council 
recognised the validity of Mr Carter’s 
concern. However there was little they 
could do. Nevertheless they asked the Clerk 
to contact the Highways Authority to see if 
they could be of any help. 
Wiltshire & Swindon Record Office Move. 
The Parish Council noted the lengthy 
closure of the office. 
Letter from Mrs King Notice Board & 
grass banking at Chapel Rise. The Parish 
Council agreed that the Parish Notice 
Board needs to be replaced. It was 
proposed by Bob Hole, seconded by Steve 
Carnie that the Clerk be authorised, within 
a £200 limit to arrange. The Clerk was also 
asked to liaise with Highways Authority as 
to how the Chapel Rise banking could be 
stabilised. The Clerk was also to ask 
WWDC for a ‘dog bin’  for Chapel Rise. 
Gambling Act 2005 The Parish Council 
concluded it did not need to comment on 
the proposals. 
Further Electoral Review of West 
Wiltshire. The Parish Council noted the 
proposed changes. They did not impact on 
the previous proposed arrangements for 
Atworth, with which the Council was content. 
Repor ts 
Village Caretaker half year report. The 
Parish Council noted the report. They 
expressed their appreciation for the quality 
of work undertaken by the WI.  
Planning Applications 
AT05/02677 43 Bath Road planning 

appeal. Refused, 
AT06/01164 164 Bath Road replace 
outbuildings. Approved. 
AT06/01669 16 Mead Park, extension. 
Approved. 
AT06/02058 43 Bath Road gazebo & fence. 
Approved. 
AT06/02079 43 Bath Road gazebo & fence. 
Approved. 
AT06/02206 Churchfields School replace 
roof. Approved. 
AT06/02245 Stonar School internal 
alterations. Approved 
AT06/02484 54 Bath Road outline planning 
permission. Await decision. 
AT06/02787 15 Nursery Close realign 
fence. The Parish Council considered the 
application but had no comment, other than 
that it was unclear who owned the piece of 
land proposed for fencing. 
Author isation of Cheques 
Atworth WI Caretaker expenses. £54.65. 
Atworth WI ½yr caretaker services £287.50 
Hatherall Associates internal audit. £70.50. 
“Yer ‘Tiz”  annual donation £150.00. 
Approved - proposed Steve Carnie, 
seconded Bob Hole. 
Any other  Business  None. 

Dates of Next Meetings 
Wednesdays, 15th November, at Great 
Chalfield and 17th January 2007 in Village 
Hall, both at 7:00pm 
The Meeting closed at 8:49pm. 

Police Community Support Officer 
Atworth has a new PCSO, Maggie Ledbury, 
who lives in Hilperton, and looks after 
Shaw, Broughton Gifford and Atworth. 
Maggie works with WPC Hazel Bagnall, 
and can be contacted via Melksham Police 
Station, as well as during her local patrols. 

Bicycle Thefts 
There has been a spate of bicycle thefts 
from insecure sheds and garages recently. I 
am trying to spread the message to the 
people of Atworth that they should lock 
their sheds and garages. 
WPC Hazel Bagnall 
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CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW & ST. MICHAEL’S, ATWORTH  

Inter -regnum Contacts 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, please contact June Brickell on 703575 or Derek 
Laister on 702190. 

Church Services for  November  2006 
5th November ................ 10:00am........Parish Communion (Harvest) ...........................Atworth 
4 before Advent ............... 6:00pm........Sung Evensong with Faure’s Requiem................. Shaw 
12th November ................ 9:30am........Parish Communion ............................................... Shaw 
(Remembrance Sunday) 
19th November .............. 10:00am........Family Service with Baptism............................Atworth 
2 before Advent 
26th November ................ 9:00am........Holy Communion .............................................Atworth 
Sunday before Advent ... 10:00am........Patronal Festival ................................................... Shaw 
Tuesdays......................... 7:00pm........Said Communion .................................................. Shaw 
(7th, 14th, 21st, 28th) 

Atworth History Group 

Our October speaker was John Chandler, 
author of many books on Wiltshire, and no 
stranger to the History Group.   
In his talk, ‘The Country Parson’s Flock’ , 
he described life in the parishes of 
Bemerton and Fugglestone, near Salisbury, 
at the time when George Herbert, a cousin 
of the Earl of Pembroke of Wilton House, 
was parson there in the 17th century. He 
attended Trinity College, Cambridge and 
was elected public orator, a post of some 
authority. He became well-known in a 
literary circle and could have moved on to a 
career offering tempting possibilities.  
Instead, he became the clergyman of 
Bemerton and the neighbouring parish of 
Fugglestone.  He was a literary genius who 
wrote poetry, some of which is well-known 
today as hymns. When he and his wife and 
three nieces, who had recently been 
orphaned, came to Bemerton rectory it was 
almost uninhabitable   
Most of his parishioners were tenant 
farmers and ordinary field-workers, ‘ thick 
and heavy, and hard to raise to a point of 
zeal, and fervency and need a mountain of 
fire to kindle them … .’ , but he was to 
make a huge impression on those under his 
pastoral care. As he walked and rode 
around his parishes and made his weekly 
visit to the Cathedral in Salisbury, he would 

have seen ‘his flock most naturally as they 
are, wallowing in the midst of their affairs’ .  
They came to love his Matins and Evensong, 
when he would ‘give them stories and 
sayings they will remember’  rather than a 
long sermon. 
John Chandler has delved into family 
histories of George Herbert’s parishioners, 
and he gave us a picture of the kind of 
people who lived there, including the man 
called the hayward, who was responsible for 
the repair of fences and enclosures, which 
was important for the retention of cattle on 
the village common.  There may have been a 
cottage industry of cloth making, as there 
was a fulling mill, where cloth was spun in 
fuller’s earth to remove oil and grease. A 
significant event in the village was the 
boundary walk, when picnics were prepared 
for the poor people and village boys were 
expected to memorise the boundary sites. 
During the last months of his life, George 
Herbert wrote ‘A Priest to the Temple’  or 
‘The Country Parson’ , which was an 
autobiography and an analysis of his flock.  
It offered practical advice to country 
parsons, insisting that they should take 
special care of their churches and that all 
things should be tidy and uniform.  His 
rectory became a home ‘on which all the 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Minutes of the Par ish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 20th September  2006 
Apologies John Lambert & Bill Cooke. 
Attending William Bird (Chairman), 
David Webb, Steve Carnie, Bob Hole & 
Sonia Clark.  
The Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
were approved without amendment; 
proposed Bob Hole, seconded David Webb, 
carried unanimously. 
Matters Ar ising 
Affordable Housing Project A meeting 
between Carol Southall, Community First, 
and Parish Councillors, David Webb & 
Effie Gale-Sides, took place in early 
August. A parcel of land has been 
identified for possible development. Mrs 
Southall is looking at the options. The 
Parish Council remains keen to achieve 
some affordable housing within the Parish.   
Traffic Calming, Bradford Road The 
Council agreed that the current problems in 
Bradford Road were best tackled through 
the work on the School Traffic Plan and, 
therefore, this item could be withdraw from 
the Agenda. 
Village Website & “Yer ‘Tiz”  The Council 
were delighted that “Yer ‘Tiz”  has been 
published without a break. The Council 
were aware of some concern over a 
possible change of name for the magazine. 
However it was a matter for the Editor. It 
would await comment from Mr Spencer on 
the options for linking the Parish Council 
through to the County Web Site.  
School Travel Plan The Parish Council 
noted that work on the Travel Plan is now 
well underway. It was hoped that it would 
allow the Council to pursue traffic 
improvements for the whole community.  
The Parish Council would consider at the 
November meeting whether to invite the 
parish to participate in the Travel Survey. 
The Council would also examine and agree 
its long term aims for traffic management 
in the Parish. 
Transfer of Land to Parish Council  The 
Chairman reported that the transfer should 
be enacted shortly.   
Best Kept Village Winner of Winners 

Round 2006. The result of this year’s 
competition placed Atworth equal third out 
of six. As to the Calor Community 
competition, Box was chosen to represent 
Wiltshire. Atworth now goes back to 
competing in the annual best kept village 
competition.  
Parish Lengthsmen The Clerk reported that 
the Lengthsmen were due on October18th. 
The following work was identified; road 
drains in Bradford Rd and elsewhere, verge 
clearance and land slip at Chapel Rise, (see 
below). The Clerk was asked to arrange 
with the Lengthsmen. 
End of Year  Accounts &  Annual Return  
The Parish Council reviewed the mid year 
forecast of outturn and the current balance 
sheet. They were content with expenditure 
to date. 
Donations Wiltshire Search & Rescue 
have been advised of the Parish Council 
policy on donating. A donation to “Yer 
‘Tiz”  will now be made. 
Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant The 
Chairman reported little progress in 
clearing this problem. The Clerk was asked 
to continue to press the issue. 
Vacancy for  Governor  Churchfields, the 
Village School. The Chairman reported 
that Mrs Jenny Barton had accepted the 
position of Community Governor. The 
School has been advised. 
Cheese &  Wine Par ty The Council 
decided; proposed Bob Hole, seconded 
Steve Carnie that this event should go 
ahead in November subject to a suitable 
date being agreed with Martin Beta and 
with a budget of £100. A gift of a scroll or 
similar should also be arranged. It may be 
possible to tie this event in with a proposed 
gathering of “Yer ‘Tiz”  deliverers. The 
Clerk was asked to speak to Messrs Beta & 
Spencer and put in hand.  
Sub-Committee Posts 2006/7  The Parish 
Council accepted with thanks the kind 
offer of Mrs King to take on the task of 
representing the village at Melksham 
Community First meetings. 
Local Author ity Byelaws Secondary 
Authority. The Parish Council concluded,  

(Continued on page 19) 
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Corsham Knitting &  Crochet Group 

On a cold day, our October meeting saw 
many knitted and crochet garments and 
blankets. And 266 assorted blue squares 
were made for the River Appeal—we await 
details of their ultimate destination. 
For National Knitting Week, we arranged a 
display and “Sit in Knitting”  day at the 
Library on Thursday 19th October. We also 
considered our wares for the Corsham 
Christmas Bazaar on Friday 1st December, 
which we have to assemble by our 
November meeting—some very desirable 
items will go on sale in aid of the Wiltshire 
Air Ambulance Appeal. 

Members also brought items for the Shoe 
Boxes for the Ukraine, to be despatched by 
mid-October, with late items to be accepted 
at our November meeting. 
The Group is open to all who enjoy knitting 
and/or crochet or would like to learn. We 
meet on the first Thursday of each month 
from 10:00am to noon at the Corsham 
Community Centre, Beechfield Road.  

For further information please ring Gwen 
Davies 01225 810330  or Peg Smith 01249 
713879 .  

Big Bonfire & Firework Display 

Once more Shaw Village Hall and Playing 
Fields Committee will be holding a big 
bonfire and fireworks display on Saturday 
4th November .  Not to be missed!  
The fun will start at 4:30pm with the best 
guy competition – so get making your guy 
early.   
There will be the usual refreshments and of 
course the magnificent display of fireworks 
starting at 6:15pm.   
Make a note in your diary and don’ t forget 
that the parking is FREE.  
If anyone is interested in helping with 
marshalling etc. please contact Geoff 
Williams on 01225 708412. 

Environmentally Speaking 

There©s a lot being talked about this now!   
Scientists and knowledgeable persons on 
the subject of environmental problems say 
that warnings given in the 1980s are at long 
last being taken seriously. So it©s 
everybody©s problem now. We can all help 
by car-sharing, and by reducing our 
consumption of water and electricity. Filling 
land with man-created rubbish must stop. 
We can separate tins/jars/plastics etc. and 
use recycling facilities. If possible, offer to 
take your neighbour©s items with you. 
The environment around Atworth is 
beautiful, ringed as we are by farmland.  
Litter and cans/bottles can  be found  
dumped in hedges or just left on footpaths. 
Such items are dangerous to animals. Keep 
a plastic bag in a pocket, and take 
manageable items home.  Place your hand 
in the bag, pick up the item then turn the 
bag inside-out. That way you don©t have to 
touch it. 

village homes should be modelled, its 
furniture very plain but clean, with herbs 
and cut flowers around, with the words from 
scripture painted on the walls’ .  He died in 
1633 at the age of 40, after suffering poor 
health.  He had been a priest for only three 
years, but had won the affection of his 
parishioners in that short time.   His writing 
and poetry became very popular after his 
death and was published many times. 

Our next meeting is on Monday, 6th 
November, when we shall welcome Alan 
Aldridge, who will speak to us about 
‘Titanic and the White Star Memorabilia’ .  
We meet again on 4th December for our 
annual general meeting and Christmas party. 
Eileen Stoydin 

(Continued from page 11) 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Mark Abbot (officer in charge of 
Neighbourhood Watch) has requested up to 
date contact information on Atworth NW 
Group. Contacts are requested to send 
det ai l s t o  M av i s K i ng  at 
oxney.mek@virgin.net. 
Mavis K ing 
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The Joy of Freedom 

I was somewhere in Belgium. The enemy had 
been forced out a couple of days previously, 
and a colleague and myself walked down the 
shattered street of a small town. 
Our attention was attracted to a largish semi-
detached house where some activity seemed 
to be taking place. It appeared that the 
premises had been used by the Germans 
probably as an observation post, and we 
found there a family making attempts to clear 
up an indescribable mess. 
Holes had been knocked through into the 
adjoining house. Most of the furniture was 
destroyed or damaged. Papers and clothes 
were strewn everywhere – but the family 
inside were jubilant. We just couldn’ t 
understand it. 
“But” , they said “We are free – all that 
matters is that we are FREE.”A few days later 
we were in the same area and called to see 
them. Much of the furniture had been 
repaired. Holes in the adjoining walls had 
been temporally filled, and family life 
restored. 
Francis Lucas 

Remembrance Day  

I hear the sound of tramping feet 
Like an Army on the march 

The sound seems very far away 
And makes me sad at heart. 

For I know the sounds that I hear 
Are not made by mortal men 

They have come those pale ghosts from 
the past 

Fighting their battles again. 

In fancy I hear the trumpet 
That called them from love and home 

And now I hear in the gloaming 
The last post sounded alone. 

Bravely to war they had gone 
To fight for England and home 

And so we honour their memory 
Though many are left sad alone. 

And though we cannot see them 
We feel their presence near 

And honour the glorious dead 
With every coming year. 

They gave their life for us 
And fought in freedoms name 
So we salute the noble dead 

That never came home again. 
M 

Fanny Gingell 
November 11th 1930 

(with kind permission of  Dorothy Diffell) 

SAFFRON CAKE 
(Aunt Elizabeth’s Christmas Cake) 

7lbs flour, 5lbs fat (butter & lard), 4lbs fruit, 
1/4lb candid peel, 1lb sugar, 1/4oz saffron, 
1qt milk, 3ozs yeast, salt. 

“How ‘ tis done”  
Cut up saffron very fine with scissors. Put in 
jug with 4 lumps of sugar, pour boiling water 
over, leave to soaky overnight. 
Crumble up yeast in quart pudden basin, add 
1 table-spoonful flour, stir in pint of 
lukewarm water and put on rack to rise. Mix 
up cake in large brown cloamen pan. Rub fat 
in flour till fine like breadcrumbs, then wet it 
all up. Crack a egg or two in un ef you a 
mind to.  Leave it to plum afore the kitchen 
fire, and when ‘ tis to the top av pan, put in 
tins. Bake for a hour and half.  

Elizabeth Jenkin, 1854 
 (from book published 1931) 

David Webb 

Wiltshire Music Centre 

Princess Anne opened this magnificent 
building in the grounds of St. Laurence 
School, Bradford on Avon. There are  
evening concerts with folk, jazz, and string 
quartets. The BBC National Orchestra of 
Wales are frequent visitors, with The 
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, the 
City of London Sinfonia and others! And 
seat prices are reasonable. The Autumn/
Winter programme commenced in late 
September and ends on 13th January 2007.  
To obtain a booklet giving the complete 
season series, telephone 1225 860100 or 
look up  www.wiltshiremusic.org.uk. 


