
Atworth Village Magazine—October 2006 Page 24 

Visit the village web site at  www.atworth-village-online.org.uk 

Date/Time  Event details 

Regular Events 

Wednesdays 
 3:30pm 
Term Time Only 

Atworth Independent Church 
 Bible Club at the Independent Church 

First Thursday 
 10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
 2:30pm 
Every Tuesday 
 7:00-9:00pm 

The Women's Fellowship 
  at the Independent Church 
Atworth Youth Club 
  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 

3rd Monday 
 7:30pm 

Atworth Women's Institute 
  in the Village Hall 

October 2006 

Monday 2nd 
 7:30pm 

Atworth History Group 
 “The Country Parson’s Flock”, John Chandler in the Church Hall 

Friday 6th 
 7:00pm  

St. Michaels Church 
 Harvest Supper, adults £6.00  in the Church Hall 

Wednesday 18th 
 7:30pm 
 
 (time n/k) 
 
 7:30pm 

Atworth Parish Council 
 Council Meeting in Atworth Village Hall 
St Michael’s & Christ Church  (£5.00 adult/£2.0 child) 
 Light & Classical music by Stonar School  Christ Church, Shaw 
Music in Our Churches  (£10.00/conc £8.00) 
 Voskenij Russian Choir at the United Reformed Church Holt 

Sunday 29th 
 2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  
 Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

November 2006 

Saturday 4th 
 from 4:30pm 

Shaw Playing Fields Committee (£3.00 adult/£1.00 child) 
 Bonfire & Fireworks on the Beeches playing field 

Thursday 9th 
 7:30pm 

St. Michael’s Church 
 “Magic in a Bottle”, Maureen Cooke in St Michael’s Church hall 

 
Submit your items for the diary to:   magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Next copy date: 12th October 2006 

Saturday 25th 
 10:00am-1:00pm 

St. Michael’s & Christ Church (free entry) 
 Christmas Bazaar in the Beeches/Village Hall 

Dates for your diary 

 

 

Visit the village web site at: 
www.atwor th-village-online.org.uk 

The Atwor th 
Village Magazine 

October 2006 Volume 30 Number 2 



Atworth Village Magazine—October 2006 Page 2 

Visit the village web site at  www.atworth-village-online.org.uk 

Atworth Village Magazine—October 2006 Page 23  

Watch out for the NEW Atworth Village website at www.atworth.org.uk—coming soon! 



Atworth Village Magazine—October 2006 Page 22 

Visit the village web site at  www.atworth-village-online.org.uk 

Atworth Village Magazine—October 2006 Page 3  

Watch out for the NEW Atworth Village website at www.atworth.org.uk—coming soon! 

October Editorial 

The Atwor th Village website – Work is 
progressing on the new website which will 
be at: 
 http://www.atworth.org.uk 
There will be little or no change to the 
existing website, which will be switched off 
after the new website becomes available. 
All organisations currently represented on 
the existing website will be transferred to the 
new site. If, however, your organisation is 
not on the existing site but you would like to 
see your organisation featured on the new 
website simply send an email to 
 webmaster@atworth.org.uk 
with all the details you wish to have 
included. Alternatively feel free to ask for a 
meeting to discuss the pages that you would 
like to see. There will not be a charge for 
space on the site for organisations or 
businesses within Atworth. 
Organisations and businesses outside 
Atworth will be able to have space for a 
small annual charge. 
Facilities will be provided for you to enter 
your organisation details and events online. 
We shall be integrating the Atworth Village 
Magazine more closely into the website over 
the coming months, so that, for example, you 
will be able to download copies of the 
Atworth Village Magazine as they are 
published, and there will be an archive of 
past issues of “Yer Tiz” .  
The Magazine — We are glad that our first 
issue was well received. However, the 
decision not to retain the previous name after 
taking responsibility for the magazine seems 
to have provoked much discussion in the 
village, quite a lot of correspondence, and 
even a petition! We have published some of 
the correspondence and have made our final 
remarks about the decision to drop the name. 
The Essence of Atwor th — We are looking 
for photographs and other images that may 
be considered to represent  “ the essence of 
Atworth” . We would like to include these 
images on the new Atworth Village website 
and to use them on the front page and inside 
the magazine. So long as there are no 
copyright issues, email your pictures to the 
editor. 
Kenneth Spencer , Editor. 

The Atworth Village Magazine 
Advertising rates & conditions 

from 1st November 2006 
Size         Issues: 12 6 single 
Whole page £16.00 £16.25 £16.50 
Half page £8.00 £8.25 £8.50 
Quarter page £4.00 £4.25 £4.50 
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00 

Advertising must be paid by the 12th of the 
month preceding the cover date. 

For advertising pricing or availability please 
talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) or Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (adver tising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover date—copy received later will miss the 
publication! 

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to 
“Atwor th Village Magazine” . 
Post: Mrs Penelope Laver 
 79 Bradford Road 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8HY 
Email: penelope.laver@talktalk.net 
Telephone: 01225 793062 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope with your payment. 

Distr ibution: to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Dear Editor, 

For a number of years I have subscribed to 
the village magazine and was saddened to 
see that the title ‘Yer Tiz’  is no longer. This 
has been a gem in a sea of publications and 
the title has brought a smile to many a face. 

People from many parts of the world 
researching their Atworth roots have been 
given a copy of the magazine. Without 
exception all have expressed appreciation 
that a little of the Wiltshire dialect has been 
retained in the words Yer Tiz. 

(Name and address supplied) 
... 

Dear Editor, 

I read in the magazine that you wish to 
drop the title, in fact you already have—
WHY? 

It has been a perfectly unique and easily 
remembered name for a village magazine 
for many years. 

Why do incomers always have the need to 
change things ? - Leave “Yer Tiz”  alone. 

(Name and address supplied) 

Dear Editor, 

Congratulations on taking over the 
magazine - first issue was excellent ... 

Very glad you have decided to change the 
name. May I suggest the name: The Hub. 

(Name and address supplied) 

As well as the above correspondence, 41 
persons signed a petition “strongly 
requesting”  that the name remain 
unchanged. However, as mentioned 
earlier, the decision to change the name 
was taken as part of the consideration of 
whether or not to take on the responsibility 
for producing the magazine.  

A number of suggestions were given for a 
new informal name for the magazine: 
1. “At-Mag”  (unfortunately, “@Mag” 
cannot be used for technical reasons) 
2. “The Atworthian”  
3. “The Oats”  
4. “The Hub”  
Send your votes in for 1., 2., 3, or 4 to the 
Editor, by hand, post or email. 
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Requiem Evensong 

The Atworth & Shaw Church Choir is 
preparing a full performance, with 
instrumental accompaniment, of the 
beautiful Requiem by Gabriel Fauré, to be 
sung in the context of a shortened 
Evensong on Sunday 5th November at 
6:00pm, and the service will last about an 
hour and a half at most. No tickets will be 
sold, but we hope those attending will 
make a donation towards our costs.  

All those whose funerals or memorial 
services have been held at our two 
churches in the past year may be 
commemorated on this occasion. If you 
know of former residents whose funerals 
were not held at our churches, we shall 
gladly add their names to the list: details, 
please, to Alan Jones on 01225 359166, or 
by e-mail (atj@blueyonder.co.uk), or leave 
a note on the table just inside either church. 

 

ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 
The Chapel by the Clock Tower 

A reminder of our weekly services to which 
we extend a warm welcome to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Women’s Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for  boys and gir ls 
Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 
Further information from Rodney and 
Christine Price on 708643 

ATWORTH W.I. 

A meeting was held in the Village Hall, 
Monday 17th July at 7:30pm, and a report 
of the visit to Denman College on the 
10th July was given:  

“What a lovely day we had at the college, 
we were made welcome and admired the 
individual bedrooms with all the County 
names. We thought the bathroom and 
bedroom for people who required a bit 
more help was bright and welcoming. 
Of course we had to look at the Wiltshire 
room which was warm and inviting.”  
Frances was thanked for arranging the 
visit, and a vote was taken on a bursary 
for two people to attend Denman College 
next year, for a course of their choice. 
This was passed with an amendment to 
look at this annually. 
Members were thanked for repainting the 
seats and notice boards. The litter pick 
had gone well and local people were 
helping by picking up cans and litter in 
the playing fields and village. 

Cynthia then introduced John from the 
Hawk and Owl Trust conservation trust 
in Bath. John arrived carrying a barn owl 
and kestrel in his hands. 
As he was talking about his work and 
what he fed them on he went around the 
room with his owl, and then his Kestrel 
so close to us all, but we were asked not 
to touch them because oil on our hands 
could cause a lot of problems that is why 
you always see gloves on a handler. 
There is a shortage of homes for Barn 
and Tawny owls, and he told us why: the 
loss of hollow trees especially elms; old 
barns that have been converted into 
homes; and the use of DDT etc. There 
has also been a decline in kestrels, red 
kyle, and buzzards. 
John demonstrated their different sounds 
and cries, how they see and hear, their 
different colouring, their hunting habits, 
the love of compost heaps, vegetables 
and wild life.  
You can adopt a nest box with the Hawk 
& Owl Trust, POBox 100, Taunton TA4 
2WX. You will be kept up to date on 

 
your adopted box, and can learn about Barn 
and Tawny owls. 
Cynthia thanked John for telling us about  
his birds and his trust work. 
Maureen Weston 
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it©s name!), my advice would be to proceed 
with caution with any proposed 
changes. Having heard many rumbles 
throughout the village you should be aware 
that vi l lagers very much resent 
"newcomers"  trying to make changes. 

On a personal level, I am not too keen on 
the name, but as I have only lived here 23 
years I am a "newcomer" too - what do I 
know! 

Anyway, best of luck. I am looking forward 
to the next edition. 

(Name and address supplied) 
… 

Dear Editor, 

I think it©s wonderful that you©ve taken on 
both our village magazines - Bathford and 
Atworth. If you want something doing - ask 
a busy person!   

I am particularly impressed with the larger 
version of Bathford©s monthly bulletin. It©s 
a much better format and easier to read.   

I won©t be entering your "name the 
magazine" competition because I don©t 
mind what you call it. I©m just delighted 
that the magazine©s not going to die and that 
it©s in such capable hands.  
... 
(Name and address supplied) 

… 
Dear Editor, 

I saw your editorial in this month©s 
magazine and wanted to respond. 

But first, I©d like to welcome you and wish 
you and the team the best of luck with the 
Atworth Magazine. 

However, I don©t agree that the name of the 
magazine needs to be changed to mark a 
new era. I am sure you will build on the 
previous good work of Lynne and Martin 
and that many good changes will reflect 
your own style.   

The name of the magazine is its ©brand 
identity© , it reflects the village©s rural, West 
Country roots reminding us of its past even 
as we see it change for the future (and the 
better?). The name has character and brings 
a wry smile to those of us who needed it 

©translated© into English when we first 
arrived in the village. 
 ....   
So my vote for the best name for the 
magazine is "Yer Tiz". 

I do hope you will consider this.   

(Name and address supplied) 
... 

Dear Editor, 

Thank you so much for taking over as 
editor of "Yer Tiz" - I©m sure you’ re aware 
of how important the magazine is to people 
in the village! 
… 
Finally, I think that “The Atworthian" is a 
good name for the magazine!  
... 
(Name and address supplied) 

... 
Dear Editor  

I am one of the far flung readers of “Yer 
Tiz”  (as it was) but have many links with 
Atworth. … , I was born there, grew up 
there and went to Atworth village school.  
... 
A new name for the magazine? There’s a 
challenge!! I suggest “The Oats” . Why you 
may ask? If I remember my history of 
Atworth correctly, it was at one time called 
Atford, from the word Ata means oat and 
ford meaning, well, ford!  Don’ t quote me 
on this, but I’m pretty sure I have the gist 
of it. So “The Oats”  is to represent 
Atworth ... 

... It is heartening to know that the good 
folks of Atworth have their magazine in 
safe hands and those living further away 
can still look forward to it every month! 

(Name and address supplied) 
... 

Dear Editor, 

My name for the Atworth Magazine 
is “The @ MAG” (Monthly Atworth 
Gem). 

Good Luck with the Editorial,  

(Name and address supplied) 
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Atworth Flower Show 
On 2nd September, the Village Hall 
opened its doors to the Atworth Flower 
Show which was last held in 1999. 
Entries to the show had been so slow 
that there had been a possibility of 
cancelling it, but in the last week, 
enough villagers entered to create a 
good display. The WI very kindly 
provided teas which those who attended 
in the afternoon were able to enjoy as 
well as the fine display of vegetables, 
fruit, flowers, handicrafts and cookery. 
And those who stayed for the auction at 
the end were able to buy some excellent 
produce at bargain prices. 
Thanks are due to Prime Arts who 
sponsored a new trophy for Outstanding 
Achievement in the children’s & young 
people’s classes and the Atworth WI for 
sponsoring a new trophy in the Cookery 
section; we now have a trophy for each 
of the major categories. 

The winners for each category were: 
Botanic Nursery trophy for Horticulture
.............................. Mrs Lesley Adam 
Margaret Johnson rose bowl for art and 
craft ......................Miss Alexa Adam 
Atworth WI trophy for Cookery 
................................ Mrs Linda Miles 
Prime Arts trophy for Outstanding 
Achievement ........Miss Alexa Adam 

Maggie and Gemma are hoping to 
organise the show again in 2007.   

They would like to invite anyone who 
would be interested in being involved to 
attend an informal meeting at Brown 
Dog House, 29a Bath Road on 
Thursday, 12th October  at 7:30pm.   

They would also welcome helpful 
comments, suggestions and ideas for 
new classes and ask anyone with any 
ideas to drop a note in at address above. 
Alternatively, visit the village website, 
www.atworth-village-online.org.uk and 
use the link to the Show pages to leave 
your comments.  

1st Atworth Guide Camp 
Atworth Guides held a very successful camp at 
Rowdeford School, Nr. Devizes this summer.  
As the weather was very hot we camped 
among the trees to give us some welcome 
shade from the sun. The Guides quickly settled 
into a routine after initially setting up the camp 
and joined in the usual Patrol chores, cooking, 
collecting wood for the fire etc. During the 
camp many traditional Guiding and camping 
skills were tried and enjoyed. To gain the Craft 
Interest Badge they tie dyed T-shirts, made 
pictures using the art of quilling, painted 
pillowslips and made friendship bracelets. The 
Sun Flower Patrol won the Camp Patrol 
competition, four Guides made their Guide 
Promise and four Guides received their BP 
Challenge Badge and Certificate, the highest 
award in the Guide Section. Well done to you 
all.  

Our thanks go to Terry Baker for his help with 
transporting the equipment.   

Lynn Edwards, Guider. 

Atworth & Shaw Church Choir 

COME AND JOIN US! 
Atworth & Shaw Church Choir needs to enlist 
more members! We sing at the 10:00am 
Sunday service, alternating  between the two 
churches, and occasionally at evensong or 
special  events. At full strength the “Sunday 
choir”  is 14 singers (adult voices, SATB), 
expanded for special events to about 20, and 
ideally we would like to recruit five or six 
more. Our repertoire ranges from Byrd to 
Britten; currently we’ re practising the Fauré 
Requiem for a service in November, and we’ re 
slowly mastering motets by Bruckner, Parry 
and Messiaen. There’s no audition or voice 
test, but it’s helpful if members have a basic 
knowledge of crotchets and quavers and can 
sing in tune!  If you’ re at all interested, why 
not call in at one of our Tuesday evening 
practices (7:30pm in Shaw Church)? Further 
information from the choirmaster, Alan Jones, 
on 01225 359166. 
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Correspondence 

Perhaps predictably, we received quite a lot 
of correspondence last month. All but one 
of the letters and emails expressed pleasure 
at the fact that the magazine had been 
published in September (maybe they 
considered that it might have taken longer 
to recruit the necessary help and get the 
processes organised), and that the magazine 
is now safe for the foreseeable future. One 
letter (only) was quite antagonistic and was 
disappointing in its attitude.  
The decision not to retain the previous 
name of the magazine prompted much 
correspondence — in roughly equal 
proportion — and even those against the 
name change, with the exception mentioned 
above, were supportive of the effort being 
put in to ensure that a magazine continues 
to be produced. One or two people did not 
like the previous name, but warned of 
opposition which might be voiced in the 
face of not retaining the previous name! 
We know that the name “Yer Tiz”  was 
liked, not to say loved, by many, but we 
also know now that it was disliked (not to 
say loathed) by others. The expression may 
be viewed by some as local to Wiltshire 
(and even local to Atworth!) but in fact it is 
widely in use throughout the South West, 
which includes widespread use in Bristol, 
Devon and Dorset. The owners of the 
domain “yer-tiz.com“ are in fact in Dorset.  
To correct one comment: I do not feel a 
newcomer to the West Country — I have 
lived within 10 miles of Atworth for more 
than 35 years, for 25 of which I was within 
about 5 miles of this village. 
When I was considering whether or not to 
take on the responsibility of producing a 
magazine for Atworth after Martin and 
Lynne announced their wish to cease 
producing it, I decided at an early stage that 
it would not be called “Yer Tiz” . If that has 
upset some stalwart readers I apologise. 
However, I hope that all readers will 
continue to be served just as well by the 
content of the magazine as ever they have 
been, and that over time they will not feel 
quite so aggrieved by the loss of the old 
name. 
Kenneth Spencer , Editor. 

We publish the correspondence below: 

Dear Editor, 

Congratulations. Its good to know that the 
magazine will continue! 

On the subject of name, your existing 
Atworth Village Magazine sounds good. I 
also like Atworth Parish Magazine which 
… .  
Anything will be better than Yer Tiz. 

(Name and address supplied) 
... 

Dear Editor, 

Thank you for taking over our magazine. It 
is such a vital part of the village, bringing 
us together, even those who are too busy to 
join in events!  We are very grateful and 
hope you will not find it too onerous and in 
fact find some reward in producing the 
magazine. 

I well understand your desire to change the 
name of the magazine and in fact when I 
arrived here 27 years ago, also felt it a poor 
title; but I seem to have got used to 
it!  There seems to be some opposition to 
the change I have even been told it is an 
old Wiltshire expression. It sounds London 
cockney to me.  I notice you have called it 
"The Atworth Village Magazine". That 
sounds good to me. I wonder many people 
have noticed the change? 

Again, I thank you and the team for taking 
on this vital job and wish you every 
success. 

 (Name and address supplied) 
... 

Dear Editor 

First of all may I say Welcome to the 
village and thank you for taking over as 
Editor of "Yer Tiz". I think most people 
will be looking forward to a fresh, 
unbiased management, and hopefully will 
now feel able to put forward their views on 
various issues. 

Having just read my copy of "Yer 
Tiz" (which for some reason was missing 
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Youth Club News 

September saw the end of our busy 
Summer programme, and a phenomenal 
rise in membership!   Mid-September 28 
young people were streaming into the 
Centre on Tuesday evenings. They attend 
a variety of schools, and look forward to 
meeting each other. Thankfully we have 
four super persons to run the Sessions with 
Mavis. On 12th a representative from The 
Duke of Edinburgh Scheme gave a 
PowerPoint presentation to the senior 
members, ALL of whom took a keen 
interest. Hayley and Mavis are to be the 
Monitors, and we will take this on as a 
Club early next year. Meanwhile we are 
going to have a second event of canoeing 
and archery at Corsham as guests of 
Corsham Sea Scouts.  
Roof Repairs. Callie Mortimer has been 
guided through the tortuous process of 
making a Funding Application to a new 
Government Finance Pot which requires 
young people to make decisions and apply 
for financial aid. We hope Callie will be 
successful and are proud of her for taking 
such a keen interest. 

Help Required 
1. Adult Supervisor during 1-2 hour 
Sunday football skills sessions. Please 
contact Mavis King on 702495 for details. 
2. Mini-bus drivers 
Mavis and Team 

Rural Arts Wiltshire 
Some Atworth residents may remember 
the super Local Theatre events I used to 
provide in the Village Hall. Light 
entertainment, comedy, and Jazz, with top 
line bookings. 
We are again invited by West Wilts to use 
their marvellous scheme, called Rural Arts 
Wiltshire (RAW). RAW sources a range 
of top-class events - performers who are 
available from a ©menu© printed by 
WWDC. Funding is covered by WWDC 
with 20% profit being kept by the village 
organisation undertaking the events.  
If any resident feels interested in putting 
on a play, a comedian, a jazz band, or a 
children©s puppet show....anything of that 

sort, Please telephone Rural Arts Wiltshire 
on 01249 713924 or phone Mavis 702495 
who has some paperwork on the RAW 
system. 
Mavis K ing 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Residents who are l inked in to 
Neighbourhood Watch or read the Atworth 
noticeboards, will know that Atworth was 
targeted by Shed Crime in early September. 
All were insecure, everything taken was 
valuable and a distressing loss. 
Peggy Cantell in Purlpit, and Mavis King in 
Hayes Close, spearhead Neighbourhood 
Watch, but we have very few people to feed 
out warnings when we receive them. 
Every road needs a person willing to receive 
information and pass it on to neighbours, 
who then pass it on to more neighbours.  
Please telephone Peggy or Mavis if you can 
do this small service for your community. 
Nuisance Door-knocking: A spate of late-
evening nuisance was caused recently when 
many residents had their doors knocked but 
the person(s) knocking then ran away. If 
troubled by this nuisance, we will do our 
best to catch and identify the culprits. 

Incorrectly Delivered Mail 
Several problems have been reported to 
Mr Trebilock, Manager of Melksham 
Sorting Office. During August, a 
catastrophe occurred in relation to 
erroneously delivered Airline Tickets. The 
errors have now reached unacceptable 
levels, and it is hoped that the errant 
postman will be replaced. 

Vote for a Name 
At the end of the correspondence, on page 
21, we have listed the suggested informal 
names for the magazine. Please send in your 
vote for one of the names by email, by hand 
or in the post. 
The lucky winner will be announced next 
month! 
Editor . 
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To assist with the above project many have 
kindly submitted photographs and 
information relating to those whose names 
are inscribed on the Clock Tower Roll of 
Honour. The individual stories have been 
recorded for inclusion in the Atworth 
archives and can be viewed at the Atworth 
Museum. 

The work is on going - I would be pleased 
to hear from anyone with information about 
themselves or who would like to have 
relatives included. 

Gemma Jay 
Telephone: 0117 9505847 
Email: joan.Cocozza@btinternet.com 

Freder ick ‘Will’  Sealy – Grandson of 
Atworth’s first post-mistress. At the 
outbreak of WW1 he volunteered and 
served with the Army Service Corp. As a 
groom Will sailed to and fro from England 
to France supplying horses as mounts and 
to pull gun carriages and other supplies to 
the Front Lines. 

David Clark – Royal 
Navy - Leading Seaman 
Telegraphist. At the age of 
sixteen David volunteered 
stating he was a year older. 
After training David joined 
‘HMS Sennen’  On board 
all those on duty in the 

Communications Room were sealed in so if 
the ship was hit maximum time was given 
for messages to be relayed. The ‘Sennen’  
was involved in the ‘Battle of the Atlantic’  
and many other engagements in various 
seas including the Indian Ocean. 

Reginald Diffell – Army Service Corp 3rd 

Field Bakery. Upon leaving school Reg 
went to work for local baker/grocer Victor 
Greenman whose shop was located at the 
corner of Post Office Lane. During World 
War I Reg served in France just behind the 
Front Line.  Reginald was the father of 
Gerald and Arthur. 

Francis Lucas – Company 
Quarter Master Sergeant - 
Served with the Royal Corp of 
Signals attached to the 7Th 

Armoured Division, the so-
called Desert Rats. Fought in 
the African Campaign. Francis 
was mentioned in Dispatches. 

Of the Normandy Landings Francis writes 
– “Strangely enough, such memories as the 
struggle to fight through the water and gain 
foothold on the beaches of Normandy on 
‘D’  Day are surpassed by other seemingly 
unimportant incidents.”  Francis continued, 
“ It was Sunday and things were quiet. The 
Padre decided to hold a Communion 
service and set up his portable altar on a 
clear piece of ground near a wood. The 
attendance was excellent and the Service 
half way through when suddenly over a 
ridge about half a mile away there roared 
two German fighter planes flying low right 
in the direction of the group. With well-
practised agility the lads dispersed to the 
nearest cover expecting to hear the rattle of 
machine gun fire. For whatever reason the 
pilots withheld their fire. When we looked 
up the Padre was still kneeling unperturbed 
at his field altar. In that moment he 
achieved more respect than he would have 
done in a month of preaching.”  

Nor man W i l l i ams – 
Warrant Officer - Royal 
Army Ordnance Corp. Born 
in Atworth’ s first Post 
Office, Coronation Road, 
Norman served in Belfast 
and was transferred to the 
Indian Army. His duties took 

him all over India. He finally served with 
Indian Command HQ. New Delhi. Norman 
now lives in Somerset. 

 

  

‘Atworth – A People’s History -Those Who Served’ 
Gemma Jay 
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CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW & ST. MICHAEL’S, ATWORTH  

From the Registers 
In Memor iam 
The funeral of William Char les (Toby) Williams took place at Christchurch on Wednesday 
6th September 2006 followed by cremation at Semington. The ashes were buried in Shaw 
Churchyard the following day.  
Aged 82 Toby moved to Shaw 50 years ago. He had trained as a pilot in World War II in 
Rhodesia and stayed on to train other pilots. After the war he entered the Civil Service and 
worked at the DSS in Chippenham.  He was a keen train-modeller. 

John Jones of Atworth died on 4th September 2006. His memorial service took place at Shaw 
Church on 19th September. 

Inter -regnum Contacts 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, please contact June Brickell on 703575 or Derek 
Laister on 702190. 

Church Services for  October  2006 
1st October 
Trinity 16.............10:00am..................Parish Communion (Harvest) ...........................Atworth 
9th October ............8:00am..................Holy Communion (BCP) ..................................Atworth 
Trinity 17.............10:00am..................Parish Communion ............................................... Shaw  
15th October ..........8:00am..................Holy Communion (BCP) ...................................... Shaw 
Trinity 18.............10:00am..................Parish Communion ...........................................Atworth 
22nd October 
Trinity 19.............10:00am..................Parish Communion ............................................... Shaw 
29th October 
Last after Trinity..10:00am..................Parish Communion ...........................................Atworth 
Tuesdays...............7:00pm..................Said Communion .................................................. Shaw 
(3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st) 

Environmentally Speaking 

October and Autumn means myriads of fallen 
leaves. Please, no bonfires, which cause 
pollution.  Bag up your leaves and either take 
to the Recycling Depot or fill your Green 
Bin. Leaves contain nutrients, and can be 
valuable to  the environment. 

Vandalism 

A recent situation was not linked to Atworth 
Youth  Club. No member has ©spiky© hair 
(reference to the boy seen cycling over a 
resident©s garden).  There is however, a small 
group of youngsters who show little concern 
for other people©s property - they frequent the 
Rec© in the late evening, and indulge in anti-
social behaviour on the way there and back. 
If reprimanded, they take exception, and 

cause more problems. When the Electricity 
failure occurred in September, a huge 
trench had to be dug in Studley Farm Lane. 
Safety guards were placed. All these were 
pushed into the trench  by vandals. Would 
they have laughed watching a vehicle fall 
into the trench? Possibly. These youngsters 
have little conscience, no courtesy for 
householders, and we wonder if their 
parents realise the problems caused when 
their youngster is on the streets at night. 
These kind of problems come under 
Neighbourhood Watch/Community Safety. 
Please report  to the Police who will keep a 
look-out when they are driving around 
after dark, or telephone Ishti Turner, 
Community Safety Office, WWDC 01225 
776655, who will inform the Police. 
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Corsham Knitting &  Crochet Group 

Our September meeting was our 6th 
Anniversary meeting—having grown from 6 
in September 200 to more than 60. 

Tony and Winifred of “Aid Ukraine”  arrived 
with a gift of two birthday cakes, and told us 
of their work. They took away many of our 
useful but unwanted goods (including sewing 
and knitting machines) for their organisation.  

We were grateful to receive grants Corsham 
Town Council and Box Revels Committee, 
and a supply of wool at a reduced price.  
We received, from members, many 6”  
squares knitted in blue yarn for the “Water 
Aid”  publicity ploy. 
The Group is open to anyone who enjoys 
knitting and/or crochet or would like to learn. 
We meet on the first Thursday of each month 
from 10:00am to noon at the Corsham 
Community Centre, Beechfield Road.  

For further information please ring:  
Gwen Davies 01225 810330  or  
Peg Smith 01249 713879 .  

Big Bonfire & Firework Display 

Once more Shaw Village Hall and Playing 
Fields Committee will be holding a big 
bonfire and fireworks display on Saturday 
4 November .  Not to be missed!  
The fun will start at 4:30pm with the best 
guy competition – so get making your guy 
early.   
There will be the usual refreshments and of 
course the magnificent display of fireworks 
starting at 6:15pm.   
Make a note in your diary and don’ t forget 
that the parking is FREE.  
If anyone is interested in helping with 
marshalling etc. please contact Geoff 
Williams on 01225 708412. 

Atworth History Group 

On a very warm summer’s evening in July, 
we welcomed members from the West 
Wiltshire History Group from Trowbridge. 
They were looking forward to a guided tour 
of Atworth and were met by our Chairman, 
David Webb, who can so ably talk about the 
history of our buildings, adding anecdotes of 
interest along the way. He also took the group 
into the museum after which we had a 
refreshing cup of tea in the Church Hall. 
Visitors are envious that our village has a 
museum. We shall be showing it to a group 
from Laycock next year.   

Our first meeting this autumn is on Monday, 
2nd October at 7:30pm in the Church Hall, 
when we shall hear a talk on ‘The Country 
Parson’s Flock’ , to be given by John 
Chandler. We shall be pleased if you will join 
us. The museum is open on Sunday, 
24th  October [?29th ed.], 2:00 to 4:00pm. 

Programme of Meetings 2006-2007 
St. Michaels Church Hall, at 7:30pm 

If wet or dark, please bring a torch! Coffee is 
£0.33p. Our annual subscription is £4.00p. 
You are welcome to join us in our 33rd year. 

2006 
October 2nd........................... John Chandler 
 The Country Parson’s Flock  
November 6th .........................Alan Aldridge 
 Titanic & The White Star Memorabilia 
December 4th ...................................... AGM 

2007 
January 8th............................Ivor Slocombe 
 Wiltshire Boys’  Reformatory 
February 5th Kirsten Elliot 
 Labyrinth & Lace (Jane Austen) 
March 5th ..............................David Formby 
Countesses, Celebrities &c at Laycock Abbey 
April 2nd.............................Nick McCumley 
The Saving of British Art Works in Wartime 
May 14th.......................................Paul Body 
 Nelson and Trafalgar 
Eileen Stoydin 


