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Date/Time  Event details 

Regular Events 

Wednesdays 
 3:30pm 
Term Time Only 

Atworth Independent Church 
 Bible Club at the Independent Church 

First Thursday 
 10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
 2:30pm 

The Women's Fellowship 
  at the Independent Church 

3rd Monday 
 7:30pm 

Atworth Women's Institute 
 Committee Contacts: 
 President - Mrs C Canfield 703548 
 Secretary - Mrs L Adam 704096 in the Village Hall 

August 2006 

Sunday 27th 
 2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  
 Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

Tuesday 29th 
 9:30-10:00am  

Mobile Library 
 Visit Mead Park 

September 2006 

Saturday 2nd Atworth Flower Show in the Village Hall 

Tuesday 12th 
 9:30-10:00am 

Mobile Library 
 Visit Mead Park 

Saturday 16th 
 10:00am-noon 
 
 noon - 4:00pm 

Christ Church & St. Michael’s 
 Coffee Morning at Stonar School 
Neston Village Fete 
 Raffle, bar, stalls and Fun (£0.50p) Neston recreation 
ground  

Monday 18th 
 7:30pm 

Atworth Women’s Institute 
 Operation Christmas Child,  
 with Mrs H. McFall in the Village Hall 

Tuesday19th 
 1:30-2:00pm 

Homes Mobile Library 
 Visit Shell Court 

Tuesday 26th 
 9:30am  

Mobile Library 
 Visit Mead Park 

 
Submit your items for the diary to:   magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Next copy date: 15th September 2006 
 

Dates for your diary 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Visit the village web site at: 
www.atwor th-village-online.org.uk 

The Atwor th 
Village Magazine 

September 2006 Volume 30 No. 1 
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September Editorial 

Thank you, Mar tin and Lynne. 
As the new Editor of the Atworth 
Village Magazine, the first thing I need 
to do is to thank Martin and Lynne 
Beta, for keeping the magazine going, 
and for enabling it to flourish so 
successfully over the last 11 years.  

I also have to thank Martin for his help 
i n providing so much of  the 
information I need to get started with 
the takeover of the Magazine. Martin 
has written two manuals totalling 
nearly 80 pages, and has provided a 
DVD and CD of information. So I 
have no excuse  for not producing a 
first class Magazine, on time, and free 
of errors. Well, we shall see! 

The village magazine is one of the 
most  i mpor t an t  means o f 
communications for all who live in the 
village, and for the many who have an 
interest in what is going on. And that 
will be our objective - to ensure that 
anyone and everyone in the village has 
a means of communicating their items 
of information, whether they represent 
one of  the formal  or of f i cial 
organisations or one of the many 
informal groups and societies that exist 
within Atworth.  

I am pleased to have to opportunity to 
contribute in this way, having moved 
to Atworth from Bathford last October, 
less than 5 miles away, where we had 
lived for 25 years. We are steadily 
getting to know the village and some 
of its people and organisations.   

The editor’s role, however, is only part 
of the solution and, I am delighted to 
say that we have two brave volunteers 
to take on other roles in the production 
of the magazine. Mrs Penelope Laver  
has very kindly  agreed to administer 
the finances of the magazine: Penelope 
will receive advertiser payments, make 
the payments to the printers, and 
generally keep the accounts. Mrs Julia 
Kirwan has also volunteered to collect 
the magazine from the printers, and 
distribute copies to the delivery 

volunteers around the village. Julia 
will be the contact for delivery 
volunteers in case of forthcoming 
holidays or other matters. 

Name the Magazine and win a Pr ize! 
To start what we hope will be a new 
era, I am offering a prize for the best 
suggestion for a new name for the 
Atworth Village Magazine. The prize 
will be a bottle of Champagne (if the 
winner is an adult) or a £20.00 voucher 
to spend in HMV if preferred (or if the 
winner is under 18 years).  

Please send your entry to: 
 magazine@atworth.org.uk     or to: 
 The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
ensuring that you include: 
 - your proposal for the new name 
 - your full name and address 
 - age if under 18 
stating your preference for the prize. 

The Atwor th Village Website – We 
will also be  looking after the Atworth 
Village website which will be shortly 
re-vamped and moved to 
 http://www.atworth.org.uk 
We shall be integrating the Atworth 
Village Magazine more closely into 
the website over the coming months.  

The New Team—Contact Details 

Editor : Kenneth Spencer 
Send all copy, including advertising, in 
writing or by email please, as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Finance: Penelope Laver 
Email:  penelope.laver@talktalk.net 
Post: 79 Bradford Road 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8HY 
Telephone: 01225 793062 
Distr ibution: Julia Kirwan 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 
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The Atworth Village Magazine 

Advertising rates & conditions 
from 1st April 2004 

Whole page.............................. £15.76 

Half page.................................... £7.88 

Quarter page............................... £3.94 

Eighth page................................ £2.50 

Advertising must be paid by the 12th of 
the month preceding the cover date. 

Payment: cash or cheque - at present 
payable to “Yer  Tiz”  as follows. 
Post: Mrs Penelope Laver 
 79 Bradford Road 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8HY 
Email: penelope.laver@talktalk.net 
Telephone: 01225 793062 

Receipts will be sent by post only if a 
stamp addressed envelope is sent with 
the payment. 

For advertising pricing or availability 
please talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) 
or Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (adver tising and all content): 
please email or post, or hand deliver all 
submissions, to the Editor as follows. 

Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 

Copy Date: 12th of month preceding 
the cover date—copy received later 
will miss publication! 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for 
any loss or damage caused by error or 
omission from advertisements or 
articles published. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions 
expressed by contributors to the 
magazine.  

We reserve the r i ght to edi t 
submissions as necessary. 

Youth Club News 

 We have recently received a Grant of 
£100 from TRAVELWISE, which is a 
part of  Wi l ts County Counci l .   
Motorists will be aware of new signage 
along our roads promoting car sharing 
to work. Travelwise also wishes to 
enthuse young people with cycling to 
school or for pleasure. 
Our Grant is for helmets and gloves, 
for any youngster with a bike who may 
not have these accessories, so that they 
can enjoy cycling events through 
Youth Club. Parent Glenne Pearce is a 
professional mountain biker and is 
keen to help AYC. 
Summer attendance has been amazing, 
with between 20-25 members enjoying 
our beautiful Recreation Ground every 
Tuesday evening.  Most youth clubs 
close for the Summer, but we do not!   
15th August wi l l  be spent in 
Oxenwood, near M arl borough, 
enjoying Archery, and ©survival© 
techniques such as shelter building and 
cooking without implements!! 

Financially, things are not good, with 
our Grant from County being axed this 
year. £400 had been applied for and 
agreed before the Primary Care Trust 
disaster.  This would have been used 
for heating, water use and small 
repairs.  We must therefore raise 
weekly attendance subs to £1. 

If you are interested in more detailed 
information on Wiltshire Travelwise 
Schemes,  y ou can e- mai l : 
travelwise@wiltshire.gov.uk. 

Every Thursday throughout the School 
vacation West Wilts District Council 
provided Arts/crafts sessions in our 
Youth Club for local children aged 7-
12 years.  This was a ©Pilot Project© and 
highly successful, so with luck it may 
be repeated in 2007. 
 

Mavis and Team 
 

Late News: Adult Supervisor for 1 - 2 
hour Sunday football skills sessions. 
Please contact Mavis King on 702495 
for details. 
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Corsham Knitting &  Crochet Group 

 The August meeting found 42 
members gathered with a slightly 
smaller than usual display of donations 
due to the extremely hot weather but 
nonetheless impressive for colour and 
variety of garments/blankets.  
A display of photos showing our 
crowded July meeting with our visitors 
drew much attention and we are 
grateful to Brian for his handiwork 
with the camera.  

A mini project, launched by a member, 
to knit a 6" square in a blue  yarn in aid 
of a ©clean water© appeal was greeted 
with enthusiasm - most members beinq 
unable to resist the chalenge to make 
their square interesting by combining 
colours. It was agreed that the project 
would close at the September meeting.  
We have invited Winifred and Tony 
Fry of ©Aid Ukraine© and Box Ladies to 
join us at our September meeting when 
we wil l  be celebrating our 6th 
anniversary.  
Yes - there©s still room for you -
although the Treasurer will have to 
start a new page in her Register! We 
are always delighted to welcome 
newcomers to our Group - it is open to 

Neighbourhood Watch 

On Friday 3rd August the Youth 
Shelter was damaged in broad daylight 
between midday and 4:00pm. Fencing 
was also damaged at the Business Park. 
This is criminal vandalism. Other 
unlinked crimes were also reported, in 
Godwins Close, and Bath Road.  Our 
Community  Police officer urges 
residents to phone in to Melksham 
Police Station whenever they see or 
hear anything suspicious.   Thieves and 
criminals can be caught by a quick 
telephone call. Don©t wait - dial 
immediately! 

anyone who enjoys knitting and/or 
crochet or would like to learn. We 
meet on the first Thursday of each 
month from 10:00am to noon at the 
Corsham Communi ty  Cent re, 
Beechfield Road. Members donate £2 
towards costs and bring a mug, we 
supply the yarn, the needles, the hooks, 
patterns, tea and coffee. Look forward 
to seeing you. 
For further information please ring: 
Gwen Davies 01225 810330  or  
Peg Smith 01249 713879 .  

 

ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 
The Chapel by the Clock Tower 

A reminder of our weekly services: we 
extend a warm welcome to all. 

Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 

Women’s Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 
2:30pm 
Further details from Janice (709129) 

Bible Club for  boys and gir ls 
Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
We have had heat, rain, snow, wind 
and most things in-between. To quote 
a well known harvest hymn - ‘He 
sends the snow in winter, the warmth 
to swell the grain, the breezes and the 
sunshine and soft refreshing rain’  
Our harvest thanksgiving services will 
be on Sunday 17th September, 11:00am 
& 3:15pm. ‘Then thank the Lord, O 
thank the Lord, for all His love’  
We welcome you all to join us on this 
happy occasion. 

Further information from Rodney and 
Christine Price - 708643 
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Atwor th History Group 

In July we visited Berkeley Castle, home to 
the Berkeley family for nearly 900 years.  

After coffee we saw the Butterfly House - 
exotic species in a tropical atmosphere, We 
then spent over an hour in the comparative 
coolness of the castle, with a guided tour of 
the many rooms. The Norman keep, 
dungeon, great hall and kitchen date from 
the 12th century, with alterations 200 years 
later. Edward II was imprisoned and then 
brutally murdered in the castle in 1327. We 
saw Sir Francis Drake’s Bedroom, a chest 
once used by Drake, and a room containing 
17th century ebony furniture, which also 
belonged to him. There are fine paintings 
to be seen in the picture gallery and a 
dining room with the table set with a silver 
service. An embroidered bedspread, said to 
have been owned by Queen Elizabeth I 
hangs in the china room. Once a chapel, 

the pleasant morning room has early 
Brussels tapestries on the walls.    

We emerged from the e castle into the heat 
of the day, either to see the terraced 
garden or the nearby Berkeley Church, 
which has mediaeval wall paintings, 
rediscovered in Victoria times.   

Nearby, the house of Edward Jenner, who 
in 1796 found that smallpox could be 
prevented by inoculation, is a museum 
devoted to the pioneer of vaccination.   

The castle and the Berkeley family have 
survived many historic events, including 
damage during the Civil War.  

It was a thoroughly enjoyable outing to a 
castle described by Shakespeare as being 
in ‘ these wild hills and rough uneven 
ways’ .   

Eileen Stoydin  
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Environmentally Speaking 
Please don’ t fill your grey bin with plastic 
bottles: rather, to cut the cost of landfill, 
remove the tops, and STAMP on them to 
flatten them, and take them to the 
Recycling Container by Shaw Primary 
School. Atworth has tried many times to 
get a Plastic Container Bin but Hills 
Waste consider it is too costly when there 
is a large Bin at Shaw. 
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Atworth Recreation Ground 

Information for new residents:   
Atworth has a beautiful Recreation 
Ground. It is NOT cared for by the 
local Authority, but is a Registered 
Charity, in the care of the Village Hall 
Committee. Atworth W.I. kindly help 
to keep it clear of litter, but at 
weekends when sometimes groups of 
young people congregate with cartons 
of beer late at night, it is nearby 
residents who do the clearing-up the 
next day. We find smashed bottles, 
dozens of cans, etc. 

Many, many thanks to the Hall 
Treasurer who empties the Bins when 
they are filled. He has to spend his 
time and petrol taking the contents to 
Bower Hill Recycling Depot.  Many, 
many thanks to other residents who 
kindly pick up bottles/cans early on 
Saturday or Sunday mornings, and 
deposit them in the bins. We all need 
to help keep this lovely area clean and 
safe. Please report any serious 
concerns  to the Police.  We know the 
problem includes under-age drinking. 

Atworth Racer wins Castle Combe!  

Atworth’s Rob Ballard, is in a celebratory 
mood following his first ever win in the 
Castle Combe Saloon Car championship 
on 5th August. His 500 bhp Mitsubishi 
Evo VII racing car, especially built to 
compete in the Castle Combe series by 
Norris Designs, qualified to pole position 
with a lap time half a second ahead of the 
second fastest car. 

 Rob and his Dad, and his Evo 
 

The race went well; with Rob finishing 8 
seconds clear of the pursuing racers and 
setting the fastest lap of the day.  After an 
emotional few words at the end of the race 
and praise of his supporting team and long 
suffering wife Sharon, Rob enjoyed a 
parade lap in the Castle Combe winners 
car, an experience he has been working 
towards for over 2 years. 

After the race, he was said to be relieved 
and absolutely delighted to have that first 
win under his belt. No doubt he will be 
hoping to repeat his success at the meeting 
on bank holiday Monday 28th August! 

Christ Church & St Michael’s 

On 16th September we will be pleased to 
hold a coffee morning at Stonar School. 
Weather permitting, we will be able to 
enjoy their delightful gardens as well as 
the usual coffee mornings attractions. 
Please join us at Stonar School between 
10:00am and noon for the coffee morning. 
 

Dianne Briggs  
On behalf of the social committee. 
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CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW & ST. MICHAEL’S, ATWORTH  

Thank  you to everyone who 
contributed in any way to my leaving 
party  at the beginning of August at St. 
Michael’s Church Hall. It was a 
wonderful occasion and both Stella 
and I were overwhelmed by the 
generosi ty of  those who had 
contributed towards a leaving gift. The 
two faced watch is amazing and the 
money donated will buy a specific 
thing before I leave. We finally depart 
af ter the morni ng servi ce on 
September 3rd at Atworth after twelve 
very, very happy years in the parish. 
My thanks to all who have made us so 
welcome whilst we have been here. 

During the inter-regnum most services 
will hopefully be maintained though 
there will only be two 8:00am Sunday 
services a month, always from the 
Book of Common Prayer. They will 
not always be on the first and second  
Sundays of the month but they will be 
advertised in this section of the 
monthly Village Magazine. To make it 
easier to find people to take them they 
will always be at 8:00am and not 
revert to 9:00am in the winter months 
as has happened recently. 

From the Registers 
Holy Baptism We welcomed into the 
fellowship of Christ’s Church L iam 
Freder ick Cur tis from Melksham 
who was baptised at Atworth on 6th 
August, and Grace Louise Noizet who 
was baptised, also at Atworth, on 
August 20th. 

In Memor iam 
The funeral took place on 11th August 
at Semington of Kenneth Robinson 
from Mead Park in Atworth. Kenneth, 
who had been brought up in Ampthill  
had a great love of football, doing 
many things for the club before he 
moved here. He came with his wife, 
Ruth, on his retirement and spent nine 
years here before cancer struck him. 
He always enjoyed sport, especially 
football and athletics and latterly, 
horse racing. A quiet family man, he 
had been a bricklayer and at one stage 
had taken a major part in building his 
own house for the family. To his wife 
and daughters we offer our sincere 
condolences on their loss.  

On 15th August Laura Crease was laid 
to rest after a service at Semington. 
Laura had lived at Shell Court for quite 
a few years, the last few as a widow 
following the death of her husband. 
She was a Bradford person originally 
and had spent her happiest years on 
Norrington Common before coming to 
Atworth. Whilst her husband was alive 
she had been a member of 60+.  She 
enjoyed coach trips with her friends 
and was able to go on one only a 
couple of weeks before her death at the 
age of 88. To her family and friends 
we offer our sympathy on their loss. 

Inter -regnum Contacts 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, 
please contact Brian Mitchell (709317) 
or Chris Rees (790119). 

Church Services for  September  2006 
 

3rd September........8:00am........... Holy Communion (BCP) .........................Shaw  
Trinity 12 .............10:00am........... Parish Communion ............................. Atworth 
10th September ......8:00am........... Holy Communion (BCP) .................... Atworth 
Trinity 13 .............10:00am........... Parish Communion ..................................Shaw  
17th September 
Trinity 14 .............10:00am........... Parish Communion ............................. Atworth 
24th September 
Trinity 15 .............10:00am........... Parish Communion ..................................Shaw 
Most Tuesdays......7:00pm........... Holy Communion ....................................Shaw 


