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Tuesdays 
 7:30-9:30pm 

Play Badminton  (£4.00/session) 
  in the Sports Hall George Ward School 

Wednesdays 
 3:30pmTermtime 

Atworth Independent Church  
 Bible Club enquire for venue 

First Thursday 
 10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
 2:30pm 
Every Tuesday 
 7:00-9:00pm 

The Women's Fellowship 
 at the Independent Church 
Atworth Youth Club  
 at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
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Monday 2nd 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the Church Hall 
 “The Saving of British Art Works in Wartime” 
 with Nick McCamley 

Tuesday 3rd 2:00-2:30pm Mobile Library  Shell Court 

Tuesday 11th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Monday 16th 
 7:30pm 

Atworth Women's Institute  
 Sue Wilkins: Trading Standards in the Village Hall 

Tuesday 24th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 29th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

� �� ������
Tuesday 1st  2:00-2:30pm Mobile Library  Shell Court 
Tuesday 8th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 
Monday 14th 
 7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the Church Hall 
 “Nelson and Trafalgar” with Paul Body 

Wednesday 16th 
   7:00pm 

Atworth Parish Council  In the Village Hall 
 Council Meeting 

Monday 21st 
 7:30pm 

Atworth Women's Institute  
 Resolutions Meeting & Sales Table in the Village Hall 

Tuesday 22nd 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 27th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

Tuesday  29th 2:00-2:30pm Mobile Library  Shell Court 

Wednesday 13th 7:30pm 2nd Computer Evening  (please see page 4) in the Village Hall 

Submit your items for the May diary to: magazine@atw orth.org.uk 
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock To wer View, Atworth SN12 8LJ 

Next copy date: 12th April 2007 
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Atworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.uk 

By kind permission: Richard Bill 
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2nd Computer Evening 
Village Hall Wednesday 13th June 7:30pm 

We will show you what is inside your 
computer (you will see all the parts), and in 
simple terms what they do and how they do 

it. No special knowledge is assumed. 
Admission: £5.00 per person, including 

coffee, biscuits & printed notes. 
As we need a minimum number, please 

email kas@kaspencer.com or ring Kenneth 
Spencer on 01225 707161 to book. 
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Atworth Youth Club News 

We have our new roof—an up-to-date metal 
cover, bolted onto steel girders. However rain 
penetrated at ground level during the winter 
so we are planning a concrete barrier and 
renewed woodwork. Mavis is fund-chasing. 

Nine members travelled in the Holt 
community minibus (driven by Kevin 
Stoneham who replied to our appeal in this 
magazine) to Mere for a Quiz. The team did 
not win, but it was a good experience. 

We were annoyed to find our Youth Shelter 
‘decorated’  with graffito. We plan to have a 
shelter paint in the Easter holidays.  

Atworth Youth Club is in Top Gear with high 
attendance, and forty members. We still need 
help with administration and sport, and we 
need a person to oversee our building 
maintenance. Please contact Mavis 702495. 

Mavis King 

Correspondence 

First a letter regarding speeding through 
Atworth: 

Dear Editor, 

I was amazed to read in Mavis King's article 
that some residents are against the Radar 
Speed Unit Van .. I wish we had one at both 
ends of the village all the time. I have often 
witnessed speeding cars, especially in the 
evenings and wonder to whom you could 
report if you are quick enough to get their 
number. 

The residents who are against speed cameras 
must be the ones who have never been 
affected by a road traffic accident, or, maybe 
they're the guilty ones? 

Anne Lightfoot 

And a letter from the Clerk to Atworth Parish 
Council, Charles Boyle: 

Dear Residents, 

Re: Parish Council Elections  
 Thursday 3rd May 2007 

I am writing to remind you that your Parish 
Council is up for election in May. The role of 
the Parish Council is important, for much 
more than people normally give it credit. It is 
a focus for much that affects the quality of 
life in our parish.  

If you have read the minutes of our meetings, 
published in the village magazine, you will 
know what a wide range of issues the Council 
has to consider and action. 

The present Council hopes that residents of 
Atworth will stand for election and become 
Parish Councillors.  

The timetable for the election process will be 
advertised on the village notice boards, 
please look out for it and apply. It will not 
take up a lot of your time and I’m sure you 
will enjoy being a Parish Councillor 

Yours Sincerely  

Charles Boyle 

The Atworth Village Website 

We have recently added a new section on 
the Atworth Village website dedicated to St 
Michaels Church. The page contains 
photographs kindly supplied by David 
Webb, and a description of the present 
church and its history. 

This addition continues our intention to 
have as many of the interesting aspects of 
the village documented as possible on the 
website for all to see and read. The site is 
now getting about 6,000 page impressions 
each month from all over the world. 

We are interested in dedicating a new set of 
pages to the Jubilee Clock Tower. 
Although we have photographs of the 
mechanism, and of the building, we have 
very little information about its history. 

If you have information about the history 
of the Clock Tower, including details of 
how it came to be built, who built it, its 
refurbishment, or about the clock, please 
get in touch with the editor 
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simple terms what they do and how they do 

it. No special knowledge is assumed. 
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As we need a minimum number, please 

email kas@kaspencer.com or ring Kenneth 
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April Editorial 

A warm welcome to the Atworth Village 
Magazine team is extended to Anne 
Lightfoot , our fourth team member who will 
be concentrating on the fundraising rôle. This 
will enable us to provide special features in 
the magazine from time to time, and will also 
help to secure the finances of the magazine.  

I have given the rest of the editorial space to a 
letter from Martin & Lynne Beta , relating to 
the recent Cheese & Wine evening, further 
details of which are on page 19. 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor. 

Dear Parish Council Chairman & Members, 

We would like to thank the Parish Council 
members for the much appreciated ‘thank 
you’ evening put on for past and present 
editors/organisers of Yer Tiz. 

It was a great gesture, not at all expected, and 
a lovely way to mark our contribution to the 
Atworth community with the 11 years service 
to Yer Tiz and, latterly, the website. 

A very special ‘thank you’ goes to the 
Atworth WI members who put on an 
excellent spread. It was a lot of work and 
preparation, and we hope they felt it 
worthwhile: it was truly appreciated by all.  

It was a fitting end to an extremely stressful 
week at work for me, being told on Tuesday  
with other engineering staff that I was being 
considered for redundancy, then having to 
wait until the end of the week to find out 
whether I had a job. Fortunately I had, so 
Saturday night was a welcome high note. 

That Saturday night was also marked by the 
lunar eclipse. The sky was so cloudless and 
the eclipse clearly visible. The rest of our 
table went on to celebrate that eclipse! 

It was great to see everyone there and we 
thank you all for going and making it a 
special night all round.  

Kind regards  

Martin & Lynne Beta 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions 

per issue from 1st November 2006 

Size         Issues: 12 6 single 
Whole page £16.00 £16.25£ 1 6 . 5 0 
Half page £8.00 £8.25£ 8 . 5 0 
Quarter page £4.00 £4.25£ 4 . 5 0 
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising pricing or availability please 
talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) or Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover date—copy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to 
“Atworth Village Magazine”. 
Post: Mrs Penelope Laver 
 79 Bradford Road 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8HY 
Email: penelope.laver@talktalk.net 
Telephone: 01225 793062 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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On Saturday 3rd March, in the Village Hall, 
Atworth Parish Council sponsored a Cheese 
& Wine party, to offer their thanks, on behalf 
of the village, to all those who had played a 
part in the production and distribution of Yer 
’Tiz, the Atworth Village magazine, over the 
past 30 years. 

Although a few persons from the past and 
present of the magazine were unable to 
attend, there was excellent representation of 
editors, helpers and deliverers. In particular, 
it was a great pleasure to see Mrs Elsie 
Gravestock, the magazine’s very first editor, 
presented with a certificate of appreciation by 
Atworth Parish Council Chairman, William 
Bird. 

Accepting her 
certificate, Elsie 
explained how 
they typed out the 
first issues of the 
magazine and 
then had to add 
text by hand, as 
their second-hand 
copier had a 
damaged roller. 
Also present was 
Mrs Esme 
Lambert, who 
helped Elsie with 
the production. 
Jenny Barton, the 
third member of 
the founding trio, 
was abroad and 
unable to attend. 

Elsie Gravestock accepts her 
certificate from  

Chairman William Bird 

Martin and Lynne Beta were also present, 
and given a 
certificate 
in thanks 
for their 
contribution 
to village 
life, editing 
and 
producing 
the 
magazine 
for more 
than ten 
years to 
August 
2006.  

Martin was 
also thanked 
for his work in creating the first online 
presence for Atworth, originally at 
www.atworth-village-online.org.uk.  

The present editor of the magazine, and 
operator of the new Atworth Village website,  
was also awarded a certificate — quite  a 
surprise for him, he said, having only done 
the job since Martin gave up last August! 

The evening was enjoyed by all, and especial 
thanks went to the Atworth WI members who 
organised a very enjoyable array of food. 

Whether or not the Parish Council organisers 
chose the date to coincide with the total 
eclipse of the moon we may never know! 

Martin and Lynne Beta’s letter of thanks can 
be read under the editorial on page 3. 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor 

Lynne and Martic Beta accept their 
certificate from  

Chairman William Bird 

Atworth Parish Council thanks Magazine Workers 
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against Seymour’s brother and the Crown, 
and put in the Tower of London. While 
Sharington was in the Tower, investigators 
sent to Lacock uncovered his Bristol fraud, 
and he was tried and convicted, his estates 
seized, and he was condemned to death. He 
managed to escape execution however by 
giving evidence against Seymour, and so he 
was pardoned and retrieved his estates, where 
he stayed until his death in 1553, thus ending 
the criminal element to the history of Lacock 
Abbey! 

Sharingtons continued to live at the Abbey 
for many years until one of them, Olive 
married John Talbot, which now brings us to 
the celebrities, the most famous one being 
William Henry Fox Talbot who was one of 
the pioneers of photography and the inventor 
of the photographic negative. One of the most 
famous images in the history of photography 
is captured on a postage-stamp-sized negative 
and it is a picture of a bay window at the 
Abbey. 

Members of the Talbot family owned Lacock 
Abbey for 400 years until Miss Matilda 
Talbot, William Henry Fox Talbot’s 
granddaughter, gave the Abbey to the 
National Trust in 1944. Since then other 
celebrities have come to the Abbey, the most 
popular being Harry Potter. Thanks to the 
filming of the Harry Potter films at the 
Abbey, it now enjoys a flood of visitors, 
especially school outings, so that Harry’s fans 
can see where he performed his magic at 
Hogwarts! 

The excellent talk was accompanied by a 
slide show, and everyone enjoyed the 
evening. 

The next History Group meeting will be on 
Monday 2nd April at 7:30pm in the Church 
Hall, when a talk will be given by Nick 
McCamley on “The Saving of British Art 
Works in Wartime”. 

Gilly George 

The Atworth History Group met on Monday 
5th March to hear a lively and informative 
talk by David Formby about the Countesses, 
Celebrities and Criminal Capers at Lacock 
Abbey.  David has the enviable job of House 
Manager at Lacock Abbey and has been with 
the National Trust there for the past 14 years. 

The Abbey was founded in 1232 by Ela, the 
Countess of Salisbury, in memory of her 
husband William Longespee the 3rd Earl of 
Salisbury. Ela was one of the most powerful 
women of the Middle Ages. She was brought 
up at Court as a ward of Richard I. Lacock 
was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St 
Bernard (both appear on the abbey’s seal), 
and was served at first by fifteen nuns of the 
Augustinian Order. In 1238 Ela decided to 
give up her worldly life and joined her nuns, 
and three years later became Lacock Abbey’s 
first Abbess. After she died in 1261, and 
throughout the Middle Ages, Lacock Abbey 
remained a small but wealthy religious 
community. Most of the nuns came from 
wealthy families to be educated there until 
1539, when there was a final dissolution of 
the monasteries. The nuns were pensioned off 
and so three centuries of religious life at 
Lacock Abbey came to an end. 

In 1540 the Abbey was bought by Sir 
William Sharington for £782. He set about 
converting the Abbey into his family home 
which entailed demolishing the church which 
Ela had had built, and in its place building the 
octagonal tower.  He also built the courtyard 
which contained the stables, a bakery, dairy, 
and a brewery.  Although Sharington did a lot 
of good for Lacock Abbey, his business 
dealings were rather dubious! In 1546 he was 
appointed under-treasurer of the Bristol mint 
where he made vast amounts of money for 
himself by illegally clipping the coins it 
issued. He also joined forces with Sir Thomas 
Seymour who was plotting against his brother 
who was Kind Edward VI’s chief minister.  
They were both arrested for conspiring 

Atworth History Group 
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Browns Educational Foundation  

The Trustees invite for their consideration, 
applications for maintenance grants as at (A), 
(B), or (C) below for the benefit of children 
or young persons resident in the Parish of 
Atworth who have for not less than two years 
at any time attended a *public elementary 
school :- 
(A) Payments to encourage their continuance 

of attendance at school 
(B) The award of maintenance allowances to 

beneficiaries who appear to need such 
assistance for purposes of education 
higher than elementary 

(C) Financial assistance to enable 
beneficiaries to attend evening schools, 
day or evening classes or courses of 
instruction. 

Written applications stating the name of the 
child (or children), name of school or college 
attended should be sent to the Hon. Secretary: 
JW Lambert, 77 Bradford Road, Atworth, 
telephone 703573 and not later than 30th 
April 2007. 
In the event of the Trustees receiving no 
response to the above clauses, as advertised, 
they are to consider the allocation of funds to 
Atworth Primary School. Such funds to be 
used in the furtherance of the education of 
those children who already completed two 
years of attendance at the above school. 

(* State Primary School) 
John Lambert 

Policing and Neighbourhood Watch 
Matters 

Policing 

Atworth is in the Melksham West Policing 
Team Area, which also covers Broughton 
Gifford, Beanacre, Shaw & Whitley. 

The aim is to have dedicated police teams for 
these communities, tackling local concerns. 
Our Team comprises PC Rae, PCSO Led-
bury, and Special Constable Bewley. 

(continued  ->) 

Neighbourhood Watch  
Legislation regarding use of mobile phones 
whilst driving came into effect in February 
2007. The £30 fixed penalty has been re-
placed by a £60 fixed penalty plus endorse-
ment of 3 points on Driving Licence.  
If an offence should ultimately be heard by 
Magistrates at Court, a fine of up to £1,000  
may be imposed together with the option of a 
discretionary disqualification. The fine could 
be increased up to £2,500 in cases where the 
offenders are drivers of goods vehicles.  Em-
ployers may be prosecuted if employees are 
using a phone whilst driving as part of their 
work. 
Full details of this new legislation can be 
found a t :  www.ops i .gov .uk /ac ts /
acts2006/20060049.htm 

Vandalism/Theft 

Graffiti in black paint has been sprayed re-
cently in several locations in the village: the 
Bus Shelter, Ray Spur’s garage door, Pat 
Barson’s B&B sign, and the Stonar road sign.  

We have also had a report of a break in to a 
private car where valuable prescription sun 
glasses were stolen. Regrettably, it was re-
ported that the police response to this incident 
was somewhat unsatisfactory. 

Satellite navigation devices are proving at-
tractive to thieves: a car window was broken 
in daylight in a public car park on 13th 
March, and satellite navigation equipment 
was stolen. Security mark your sat-nav, store 
it in the glove box, and record its serial num-
ber safely. Do not leave your keys in the car 
when buying petrol. 

Stolen property recovery 

On the 13th March, Calne police recovered 
more than 70 stolen garden implements in-
cluding mowers, strimmers, hedge trimmers 
and other tools. If you have had such items 
stolen from your shed or out-house, please 
ring 0845 408 7000 to enquire. 

[These items were supplied by more than one 
correspondent. Editor] 
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ATWORTH WI 

On Monday 19th February, Cynthia, our 
President, welcomed members, and Mrs Cath 
Knight who was the speaker for the evening.  

Apologies were received, and the report of 
the last meeting was read  by Lesley.  Matters 
arising and future events were on the agenda . 

Craft & walk dates were distributed, and 
numbers were required for the American 
Museum Trip on Monday June 18th. 

Correspondence was noted. Volunteers to 
clear village litter, date & time arranged. 

Treasurers report was received. 

Cath  introduced herself as a WI member 
from Box Lea and told us what a busy year 
she has had, performing song & dance 
routines, and giving talks to raise funds for 
the WI Denman College. 

Cath joined 31 members from other WI 
Counties, to cycle around Cuba—each had to 
raise £2,500. Her slides showed her cycle 
training at different locations all around 
Wiltshire, showing what a lovely County we 
have.  

They flew to Cuba, taking their own bicycle 
saddles in their luggage, because, she 
explained they had been sat on all year, and 
were well worn and much more comfortable. 
And funny looks from the customs showing a 
saddle in their luggage? Cath sang In 1492 
Columbus Sailed the Ocean Blue. 

They arrived in Havana: the air was thick 
with cigar smoke, as, of course this is where 
Havana Cigars are made. They started from 
the famous Bay of Pigs! They gazed at the 
twisters in the bay, which was overcast and 
cool, in the heat. They fixed their saddles 
onto the bikes. Cath tried hers out, cycling 
along a road. It was dark and she fell off, 
resulting in thigh bruising. In the morning, 
checking how she came off, there was a large 
hole in the road. That was a good start! 

As they rode along, they passed oxen pulling 
sledges, mule trains and carts, with lots of 

school children sitting in them. The cyclists 
went up and down hills; it being very hot, 
they kept to the village roads where trees, 
sugar cane and tobacco plantations gave 
some welcome shelter. They handed out 
pencils etc. to the school children as they 
cycled through villages.  

The slides also  showed the cafes and hotels, 
which had no walling because of the heat. 
The toilets caused laughter as the doors only 
came up to their shoulders. 

They passed villages with rows of lovely 
white cloth. The cloth was sold in the 
markets. Most of them wear white which is a 
sort of religion practice brought over by the 
slaves. Sometimes they had to cycle on the 
motorways, with no shade, and where there 
were lorries and old American cars.   

Cycling 220 miles with a mandate to stop 
every half hour to drink bottled water, one 
lady was taken to hospital with heat 
exhaustion. The group had a coach with a 
backup team with a truck to store the bicycles 
at night and to carry the bicycles when it was 
too dangerous to ride.  

They arrived back in Havana, which is a 
mixture of crumbling buildings and new 
hotels, museums, etc., built to encourage 
tourists. Will it cause unrest, with modern 
clothes, cameras, games, money, etc. brought 
into the country by the tourists? 

On the last day the group purchased Havana 
Cigars and an assortment of gifts. 
Unfortunately four group members were 
mugged, losing their passports, purses and 
cameras etc. The embassy quickly gave the 
ladies emergency passports and they arrived 
in the colourful airport with  flags and cloth 
trimmings, just in time for the journey home. 

In thanking Cath Knight, Lesley asked her if 
she had ridden her bike since being home. In 
replying Cath said she was still catching up 
with her housework and giving talks with her 
slides. 

Maureen Weston 
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Report on West Wiltshire District 
Council 

from Terry Chivers 

I feel sure that most residents will share my 
disappointment that the County Council did 
not refer the closure of health services back 
to the government. This was discussed at the 
County Council’s Scrutiny Committee and 
despite pleas from the public and even our 
own MP, the committee decided not to refer 
back. 

Good news for those of you holding free bus 
passes: As from next April 2008 these passes 
will be valid all over the UK, no longer 
restricted to the Wiltshire area. It has been 
reported to me that some people have been 
having problems buying through tickets on 
buses from the village to the RUH, and are 
being told you can no longer buy them. This 
is not the case , it is just that the name has 
been changed to First Day Add-on. I’m told 
you can even buy them along with your free 
passes. 

Good news if you are over 75 years or 
receiving attendance allowance, blind or 
partly sighted or receiving the DLA. Many 
will know in the next few years we will be 
switching over to digital TV. If you are one 
of the above you will be pleased to know that 
you will receive a free digital box for your 
TV and this will be fitted for you free of 
charge. You will be contacted around 6 
months before switch over so you need to do 
nothing. However you can check on this by 
ringing 0800 5192021 free of charge. (I’m 
told they may be including a free TV to the 
cost of £500 but this is to be confirmed.) 

The District Council are removing 30 mini 
sets of mini recycling banks and replacing 
them with cardboard and plastic banks. After 
receiving complaints, I have written to the 
Council asking for a re-think. However they 
have agreed to issue a second black box for 
residents that request one. 

Terry Chivers , Councillor 

Has Spring Sprung?? 
At Pre-School the children certainly think so! 

They have been busy planting seeds and en-
joying some role play in their own “Garden 
Centre.” This term the theme has been Spring 
which has included Mothering Sunday cele-
brations (lots of surprises for Mummies com-
ing home!) and of course Easter. 

The children have enjoyed their regular 
morning at “big” school with Mrs Genner and 
the infants’ class at Churchfields the Village 
School. Everyone had a lovely time, thanks to 
all the staff that made this happen. 

A visit to Lenton Farm to enjoy the lambs is 
planned and may include a tractor or pony 
ride. Huge thanks to Debbie and Steve Carnie 
for letting us visit them. 

Anne, our play-leader and her assistant 
Bridgette, have planned an exciting theme for 
next term (beginning 16th April) “Sports”. 
They are currently purchasing additional 
equipment for the children to use. We are 
also collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids 
Vouchers to further extend our range of 
physical activity apparatus. If anyone has any 
vouchers they would like to donate to us 
please leave them at the village hall in a la-
belled envelope, alternatively drop them in to 
us during any of the sessions (Mon, Thurs or 
Fri 9:15am-12:45pm). Thank you in advance 
for your kindness. 

The number of children attending and due to 
start at Pre-School is growing to the extent 
that Monday & Friday mornings are almost 
full. If you would like to discus availability of 
spaces please contact Mrs Anne Rossiter 
(please see our advert for full contact details). 

Our play-leader, Mrs. Anne Rossiter, wel-
comes enquiries and visitors at any time. She 
can be contacted on either: 07840 704451 
(pre-school mobile) or 01225 705790 (home). 

Annette Walsh, Chairperson 
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2nd Computer Evening 
Village Hall Wednesday 13th June 7:30pm 

We will show you what is inside your 
computer (you will see all the parts), and in 
simple terms what they do and how they do 

it. No special knowledge is assumed. 
Admission: £5.00 per person, including 

coffee, biscuits & printed notes. 
As we need a minimum number, please 

email kas@kaspencer.com or ring Kenneth 
Spencer on 01225 707161 to book. 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

We extend a warm welcome to our weekly 
services to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Women’s Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 
Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 
… you know where the Chapel is?  Right by 
the Clock Tower. You’ve passed the Clock 
hundreds of times but didn’t know the 
Chapel was even there? 
I wonder if that scenario mirrors our lives 
when it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
God himself. All around us we have evidence 
of an Almighty Creator, but have never really 
noticed His handiwork. The God of order 
who has so fashioned the universe that 
people are able to say with confidence the 
next total eclipse of the sun will take place on 
so and so, and can be seen on the continents 
of here and there. Or the next time Comet X 
appears will be in 90 years time, and you can 
see it for 10 weeks in the western sky. An 
amazing God of order and design. 
The Apostle Paul when speaking to the Men 
of Athens in Acts chapter 17 verse 27 “so 
they should seek the Lord, in the hope that 
they might grope for Him and find Him, 
though He is not far from each one of us.“ 
Just as in giving directions to the Chapel, we 
link it to the Clock, so Jesus, in replying to 
His disciples’ question utters a profound 
statement.  “I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, no-one comes to the Father except 
through Me. If you had known Me, you 
would have known the Father also” (John 
chapter 14, verses 6 & 7). 
I was a little disappointed the other morning, 

Atworth Autumn Show 

Gardens are finally waking up for spring, so 
it’s time to start thinking about what you’ll be 
entering in the Horticultural and Floral 
section of the Autumn Show. There’s a huge 
variety of seeds to choose from, and don’t 
forget that any item not listed individually in 
the Autumn Show Schedule can be entered in 
the “Any Other…” category. 
Some old favourites include tomatoes, 
potatoes, carrots, beetroot, courgettes and 
onions. Or why not try something a bit 
different – salad vegetables, herbs and 
shallots are all listed in this year’s schedule. 
Or if flowers are more your thing, maybe you 
could have a go at growing a potted fuchsia, 
succulent, or, if you’re feeling very 
adventurous, a flower arrangements using all 
of your favourite specimens. 
Whatever interests you, there’s bound to be a 
category for it in the show schedule – coming 
through your door soon! 

Gemma Buckle & Maggie McDonald 

COMPETITION 
Atworth’s Children Write! 

There is still time for entries into our 
“Atworth’s Children Write!” competition. 
The competition is open to all children living 
in Atworth, and of primary school age. We 
are asking for a hand-written article of 
approximately 500 words, which must have 
been written especially for the competition.  

Full details and an application form are 
available from the school, and from the 
magazine pages of the Atworth Village 
website at www.atworth.org.uk. 

on hearing the news that there had been a 
very clear eclipse of the moon the previous 
evening. Not a life changing miss perhaps - 
but just think of the emptiness of life without 
ever realising the existence of God and 
knowing Him through His Son Jesus Christ 
and all  He has to offer. 

Rodney Price, Secretary 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  

Such a lot has happened since our February 
meeting, with the Christmas lunch in 
February, the award of a £500 grant from the 
Cooperative Community Fund Scheme, and  
word from WaterAid concerning their River 
Appeal inundated with 4,000 squares, to 
which we had contributed 266. Currently 
staff are sewing squares together and the 
hope is that the ‘River’ will be displayed at 
the G8 Conference in Germany and possibly 
at the Glastonbury Festival highlighting the 
importance of clear water.  

On arrival members found their usual room 
locked and dark and moved to new and 
spacious room. Despite early suspicions that 
we would not be comfortable a vote revealed 
that feelings were equally divided, the new 
room giving us room for expansion. 

Amazing colourful and elaborately patterned 
donations again but heads were down and 
soon the needles and hooks flying but always 
keen on new ideas members enthusiastically 
investigated a new project … 2007 
(1003 pairs) fingerless mittens challenge – 
launched belatedly to celebrate the New 
Year! Based on a knitted square (or crochet if 
you can manage that) the mitten comes into 
being as it is folded and sewn –square can be 
any size and perhaps particularly suitable for 
the Ukraine where houses are cold and to 
have the fingers free most useful. Squares 
can be any size, patterned, plain, stripy – will 
we meet our target?   Watch this space! 

The Group is open to all who enjoy knitting 
and/or crochet or would like to learn. We 
meet on the first Thursday of each month 
from 10:00am to noon at the Corsham 
Community Centre, Beechfield Road.  

We always welcome new members: we 
supply the yarn, the needles, hooks, patterns, 
and tea or coffee – you bring a mug and a 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club 

Indoor League  Another good end of season 
run has seen the club rise to a very healthy 
mid-table position. The final game was a 
convincing victory over Spye Park Youth. 
Spye were all out for 77 and the Fleece 
scored the required runs in only 5 overs with 
5 to spare. The final playing record was 
Played 9 Won 4 Lost 5. A big thank you 
must go to Ben Steed for organising and 
captaining the indoor team this winter. 

Indoor nets Indoor nets are now finished and 
we have the opportunity to use the outdoor 
nets at our home of last year, Basil Hill 
barracks. The dates and times of these nets 
are yet to be finalized. Please get in touch if 
you wish to join us. 

Ground Preparation We are now entering the 
busy part of the pre-season with lots of 
activity getting the field back to its best 
playing state. Regular work will take place on 
the square and the outfield will be cut as soon 
as the ground is dry enough. Further work 
will continue on moving the garage to its new 
position and the erection of netting on the 
south-east corner.  

First Fixture Weather and ground permitting 
the first fixture will be an in-house affair 
pitting the Sunday team against the 
Wednesday team. This will take place at 
2:30pm on Sunday 29th April. 

Howard Fountain 

donation of £2 towards expenses. You will 
probably meet a friend and certainly make 
several. And we are always glad of wool. 

For further information please ring: 
Gwen Davies on 01225 810330 or  
Peg Smith on 01249 713879.  

Gwen Davies 

Environmentally Speaking 

It would help protect birds if all cat owners 
could ensure that their cat has a small bell on 
the cat’s collar. 
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ST. MICHAEL’S, ATWORTH & CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW  

Inter-regnum Contacts 
Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals: please contact Brian Mitchell, 709317 or Chris Rees, 790119. 

Church Services for April and Easter 2007 
1st April ............. Palm Sunday ...................... 10:00am ......... Parish Communion ......... Atworth 
5th April ............ Maundy Thursday ............... 7:30pm .......... Stripping the Altar ............... Shaw 
6th April ............ Good Friday ....................... 10:00am ......... Devotional Hour  ................. Shaw 
7th April ............ Easter Eve ........................... 9:00pm .......... Lighting the Fire ............. Atworth 
8th April ............ Easter Day .......................... 10:00am ......... Parish Communion ......... Atworth 
15th April .......... Easter 2 ............................... 10:00am ......... Parish Communion ......... Atworth 
22nd April ......... Easter 3 ............................... 10:00am ......... Parish Communion .............. Shaw 
29th April .......... Easter 4 ............................... 10:00am ......... Parish Communion ......... Atworth 
Each Tuesday  ..  ............................................. 7:00pm .......... Said Communion ................. Shaw 

The Church of St. Michael, Atworth now has a new page on the Atworth Village website. You 
can see the page by visiting the site at http://www.atworth.org.uk. Click on the “Atworth 
Churches” link in the left hand scrolling pane. That will take you the Atworth Churches page,  
where you can locate panel for St. Michaels Church. The new page can be seen by clicking on 
the Atworth Website page link for St Michael’s Church. 

The Fête at The Beeches on Saturday 19th 
May will start at noon with the runners in the 
Stampede starting from the arena at 2:00pm. 

For all the family, especially the youngsters 
there will be loads to do, including popular 
fairground attractions—a roundabout,  swing-
boats, an inflatable slide, test your strength 
with the hammer, and hoop-la, all by kind 
permission of Reed Entertainments.   

For the older children we have a large bouncy 
castle and the ever-popular tractor trailer 
rides.   

Adults and older children can also vent their 
frustration in the plate & piano smashing tent. 

During the afternoon, the arena, will be the 
scene of a series of children’s races for all 
ages with prizes and there may also be a 
mums and dads/grandparents race!!  

When not admiring this athletic prowess we 
will be entertained by the Junior Wind Band 
School of Music from Bradford on Avon as 

well as a demonstration of line dancing 
performed by a local dance group from 
Chippenham. 

To help sustain you through the afternoon of 
activities there will be hot dogs, chips and ice 
cream vans in the field and tea/coffee, 
squash, sandwiches, cakes etc in the Hall, 
where, while you relax, the children can have 
their hair braided, face painted or any part of 
them tattooed! 

Many local organisations will be taking stalls 
at the Fête, selling cakes, toys, books, plants, 
crafts etc. so you’re not likely to be lost for 
something to do.   

But what you certainly mustn’t miss is 
buying some tickets to enter the Grand Draw, 
which will be held during the afternoon.   

Lots of local businesses have generously 
donated to a long list of exciting prizes 
topped by £100 in cash and a £100 voucher to 
spend at The Shaw Country Hotel. 

Dianne Briggs 

Shaw & Whitley Village Fête & Stampede 


