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10:00am - noon

[Tuesdays Play Badminton (E4.00/session)
7:30-9:30pm in the Sports Hall George Ward School
\Wednesdays Atworth Independent Church
3:30pmTermtime Bible Club enquire for venue
First Thursday The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group

room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham

1st & 3rd Tuesday

The Women's Fellowship

2:30pm at the Independent Church
Every Tuesday Atworth Youth Club
7:00-9:00pm at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane
Monday 5th Atworth History Group in the Church Hall
7:30pm “Labyrinth and Lace (Jane Austen)” with Kirsten Elliott
Tuesday 6th Mobile Library
2:00-2:30pm Shell Court
Thursday 15th Golden Fleece Cricket Club
8:00pm Race Night at the Fleece. All are welcome

Saturday 17th

St Michael’s Atworth & Christ Church Shaw tickets £10.00
St Valentines Ball (with supper) at the Beeches, Shaw

Monday 19th Atworth Women's Institute

7:30pm “Cycle Cuba” with Cath Knight in the Village Hall
Sunday 25th IAtworth Museum

2:00-4:00pm Open in the Poplar Farm Barn
Monday 5th IAtworth History Group in the Church Hall

7:30pm “Countesses Celebrities and Criminal Capers at Lacock

Abbey” with David Formby

Tuesday 6th Mobile Library

2:00-2:30pm Shell Court
Monday 19th Atworth Women's Institute

7:30pm Annual General Meeting 2007 in the Village Hall

\Wednesday 21st
7:00pm

IAtworth Parish Council
Council Meeting in the Village Hall

Sunday 25th
2:00-4:00pm

Atworth Museum

Open in the Poplar Farm Barn

Submit your items for the March diary to: magazine@atworth.org.uk
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ

Next copy date: 12th February 2007
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February Editorial

“Why don't you print the cover of the
magazine in colour?’ was a question put to
me recently. What prompted it was Jeannie
Wilson's wonderful painting of the Clock
Tower which we used on the front of the last
two issues of the magazine.

This month we are delighted to feature a
similar view of that Atworth icon, kindly
provided this time by Richard Bill. It, too,
would give us an excuse to splash out on a
colour cover, if only finances would allow!

Richard is offering several of his paintings for
sale, and they are featured on the business
pages of the Atworth Village website. To
view them, click on the “ Atworth Businesses’
link on the left hand scrolling pane, and then
on the “Arts/Crafts/Professional Services’
link. From there, you can see his images on
the “Page on this site” link. Art is truly alive
and well in Atworth.

It is also worth drawing attention to an article
submitted this month by Stef Walker, who
spent much of a gap year in Malawi, teaching
art and maths at local schools, and painting in
alocal hospital. Stef is also offering, for sale,
a collection of course books on severa
subjects at severa levels, as well as some
general books. The proceeds will go towards
ad for Maawi. You can read Stef's
impressive story on page 17.

Kenneth Spencer, Editor.

Doctors All-night Callout Service

Should it be necessary to have a Doctor®@help
during night-time, there is a small team of
employed drivers available, one of whom
will collect the GP, convey to the patient,
wait until the matter is dealt with, then take
the GP home. Sometimes the Driver will wait
outside for many hours - al @art of the job©
This service is professionally organised by
the NHS.

The Atworth Village Magazine
Advertising rates & conditions
per issue from 1st November 2006

Size Issues: 12 6 single

Wholepage £16.00 £16.25 £16.50
Half page £8.00 £8.25 £8.50
Quarter page  £4.00 £4.25 £4.50
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are
due for payment on receipt.

For advertising pricing or availability please
talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) or Kenneth
Spencer (Editor).

Copy (advertising and all content): please
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows.
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk
Post:  The Editor,

Atworth Village Magazine

8 Clock Tower View

Atworth

Wiltshire SN12 8LJ
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the
cover date—copy received later will missthe
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine
pages of the Atworth Village website.

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to
“Atworth Village Magazine”.
Post:  MrsPenelope Laver

79 Bradford Road

Atworth

Wiltshire SN12 8HY
Email: penelope.laver@taktalk.net
Telephone: 01225 793062

Receipts: please enclose a stamped addressed
envelope with your payment.

Distribution: to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan.
Telephone: 01225 703880

Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or
damage caused by error or omission from
advertisements or content. The Editor is not
responsible for views or opinions expressed
by contributors to the magazine.

We reserve the right to edit submissions as
necessary.
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Correspondence

First a letter to all residents from the Clerk
to Atworth Parish Council, Charles Boyle:

Dear Residents
Dog Control Orders

Hopefully some of you picked up in last
month’s magazine that the Parish Council
have asked the District Council to implement
Dog Control Orders on Parish Council land;
the Recreation Field and the Village
Common. This is additional to the current
prohibition of dogs on the Rec’.

What this meansisthat if dog faecesis left on
this land or if the dog is not on a lead, or
placed on alead if asked to do so, an offence
has been committed. Additionally dogs are to
be excluded from children’s play areas. There
are other Orders that can be sought but, for
the present, the Parish Council has decided
not to pursue.

Failure to comply with a Dog Control Order
can result in a Fixed Penalty Notice, in the
range of £50-£80.

The Parish Council knows that the vast
majority of dog owners in the Parish will not
be affected by these Orders. It is only a tiny
minority who cause offence. The Council
hopes residents will support this step and
continue to be considerate dog owners.

Y ours Faithfully

CharlesBoyle

And Gemma Jay' s article last month brought
more memories back to Francis Lucas:

Dear Editor,

Once again | have found the “Atworth
Village Magazine” full of interest, and as
aways a stimulus to the “memory genes’,
athough we older folk must always be aware
that there is a fundamental difference
between remembering the past, and living in
the past, and so it’s good to turn over a page
and read for instance “Y outh Club News” or
“Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting”.

So, thank you editor, for the balance ...

The stimulus for my memory in the January
issue was the reference to Mrs Brooks and
the Baths in their shop near the ‘White Hart'.

On my way to school, if | was fortunate
enough to have a penny in my pocket, |
would pop into the shop and so I, too, well
remember the jingle of the bell when the
door was opened.

My favourite purchases were either a 1/2d
‘gobstopper’ or a ‘pennuth of broken
biscuits, Mrs Brooks please’. I've known
that dear old lady when she had no broken
biscuits go along the row of tins, take one or
two from here or there, and break them.

| remember from time to time seeing a solid
tyred Trojan van from Stratton, Son and
Mead of Melksham delivering supplies to
the shop, and years later learned that the
delivery man in question was a Mr Arnold
from the Forest area of Melksham—the
father of Wallace who in late teens became a
great friend of mine. Wallace ended up in te
Navy whereas | found myself in the Army.

The paddock area became quite a centre
when a wooden hut was erected there, and
Fred Park’s fish & chip shop established. It
was open several evenings a week—not
Sundays of course—and one was aware of
this by the smell of frying fish and chips
which pervaded awide area.

So once again—memory is stimulated and
the years roll back, but the redities of
present day life and the prodding of children,
grand-children, and great grand children
keeps one' s treading the path of the present.
FrancisLucas

Finally, Clive Webb writes:

Dear Friends

| should like to take this opportunity to thank
all those who attended Marcia's
remembrance service and al who sent
condolence cards.

The collection for Dorothy House and the
Brook Animal Hospital came to £372.00.

On behalf of my children Danny, Kate, Helen
and Jane | wish to thank you again. God bless
you all.

CliveWebb

Atworth Village M agazine—February 2007 Page 21
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Atworth History Group

The Atworth History Group met on Monday,
8th January to hear a talk on the Wiltshire
Reformatory for Boys by Ivor Slocombe,
formerly Chief Education Officer for
Wiltshire. The Reformatory was open from
1856 until 1924 and was located near
Warminster, on the Frome side, at Tascroft. It
was built on land leased from Lord Bath.

In Victorian times there was a lot of juvenile
crime, mostly of theft, punished by prison
accompanied in many cases by birching.
However, there was an abundance of repeat
offending. Mary Carpenter, who was a
leading light in the movement to reform
offenders through the use of reformatories
rather than simply prison, wrote the book
“Reformatory Schools for the children of the
perishing and dangerous classes and for
juvenile offenders’ in 1851. She argued that
there was a greater chance of reforming
juveniles if they had not only the ability to
read and write, but also moral, industrial and
religious training. In addition they should be
kept away from the bad influence of their
families.

The Y outhful Offenders Act of 1854 enabled
Reformatory Schools to be set up and
regulated and in 1856 the Wiltshire
Reformatory for Boys was built to a design
by Thomas Henry Wyatt, the Salisbury
Diocesan architect. Originally it housed 28
inmates but expansions eventually allowed
for 100 boys. It was run by a master and his
wife who were paid £91 per year, and an
assistant labour master paid 9s. per week.

Inmates came to the Reformatory after a
short prison sentence and were subject to
hard work and strict discipline. The policy
was aso to improve their hedth, instil a
moral code and train them for a job. They
stayed up to five years, and were supposed to
stay away from their families and go directly
to ajob on completion of their time.

Although at first all went well, by 1863 the
Reformatory was in debt and owing rent, and

there was dissatisfaction among the inmates.
Matters came to a head when the master, Mr.
White, had to be sacked after being found
drunk in the high street in Warminster. Mr .
Hendley, previously a colour sergeant in the
Scots Guards, was appointed as the new
master and things improved greatly.

Over the years the expansion added dormitory
space, workshops, dairy room, sick room and
eventualy a gymnasium. Crimean war huts
were used as part of the extensions. By 1901
there was space for 100 inmates.

The success of the Wiltshire Reformatory for
Boys was measured by national |eague tables
which showed that 90% of the boys did well
and did not re-offend. Leavers were found
jobs or joined the forces. Of the 22 leaversin
1863, 2 enlisted in the army, 2 went to sea, 3
joined domestic service, 3 employed as
shoemakers and 2 as tailors, 4 became shop
or errand boys, 1 was in the Saisbury
workhouse, 1 till looking for work, and 1
sentenced to pena servitude. By 1900 a
significant number joined the forces; out of
93 leavers, 22 went to the army and 1 to the
navy. Some went into the merchant navy; two
old boys lost their lives on the Titanic.

Despite the success of the system, the acute
financial problems of the 1920's forced the
government to make financial cuts. In 1924 a
letter from the Home Office to Lord Bath
proposed the closure of the school and so it
happened.

The land being leased from Lord Bath, the
land and buildings reverted to him on the
closure of the Reformatory. Tascroft became
a farm until 1953 when planning permission
was granted to convert the main buildings
into 13 separate dwellings. The Reformatory
gymnasium is missing as Lord Bath moved
the materials to use in a village hall erected
at Horningsham in 1930 in memory of his
wife Violet.

(continued on page 7)
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the charity MAD, as communications and
networks are already in place. | will look at
some more fund raising events later in the
year, but meanwhile, | have started by sorting
some of my GCSE and A level revision
books, and rather than sell them on eBay, |
would like to offer them in return for
donations to the charity. Hopefully, this will
raise a few pounds to buy some much needed
equipment for the schools as well as raising
awareness of the situation. | have made a list
of books with a suggested amount of
donation, but if a book would be of use to
you, please feel free to offer what you can.
Also, if anyone would like more information
about the charity, or about my time in
Malawi, please call me on 01225 705683 or
email stef walker@hotmail .com.

Thank you for taking the time to read about
my experiences

Stef Walker

Books to raise money for Galston’s Malawi
Aid & Development Group (MAD)

BOOK ... Suggested Donation £
GCSE

Chemistry

Revision Guide-Reversible reactions............... 2.00
Double award — Lonsdale Science Rev Guide.2.50
Physics

John Murray 3% edition ........c...coeeveeeverreeernnnn. 4.00
Complete Revision & Practice CGP................ 4.00
Mathematics

LettsRevise GCSE........cocovceviieiececeeiee, 4.00

Work Out — Macmillan Master Series (1986) ..1.50
Hutchinson Pocket Dictionary of Maths.......... 2.00

Geography
Philip Allan updates- Q & A Guide................. 2.50
The Revn Guide CGP (AQA Edexcel OCR) ...2.00

Physical Education
Examining Physical Education for AQAA....... 1.00
The Revn Guide CGP (AQA Edexcel OCR) ...2.00

The World of Sport Examined ...........c.cccccvennee 1.00
‘AS Leve
Biology - Letts Study Guide ..........ccccoevvevennee 4,00
General Studies - Letts Study Guide ............... 4.00
‘A2 Leve
Biology - Letts Study Guide...........ccccovvverenenee 4,00

Biology — Longmans Rev Guide A&AS level .4.00
General

Fitness for Sport — Rex Hazeldine.................... 0.75
Body Facts— Dorling Kindersley ..........c.c.e..... 0.75

BSM Driving Test Theory & Practical Set
(Full set of 4 books & 2 CD-ROMS)............. 5.00

3 old RSPB booklets with lovely photographs
.............................................................. each 0.25

The Complete Keyboard Player — Book 1
(Kenneth BaKer) .......cccovveerrircinneccneee 0.75

Football Superstars (1997) .......cccovvreneecreenenn 0.75

If a book would be of use to you, please feel
free to offer what you can.

Please cal Stef Waker 01225 705683 or
email stef walker@hotmail.com.

Atworth Village M agazine—February 2007 Page 19
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(continued from page 17)

lake being over fished. The island has baobab
trees, which are unusua shapes, and lots of
mango trees. The fruits are ripe from the end
of November to January and provide very
welcome free food.

After my stay on the Island | was lucky
enough to be in a position to move to other
parts of the country and experience their
wonderful culture. | also spent 2 weeks at a
pottery learning traditional methods of firing
and glazing. | kept a sketch book and diary
during my time there and took about 2000
photographs, which hopefully will be of use
when | start my University course in Design
and lllustration later this year.

Malawi faces many problems, including the
spread of AIDS and its consequences on the
family of those affected, malnutrition from a
lack of variety in their diet, over fishing of
the lake, lack of money for families to pay for
uniforms which are compulsory for school
children, pressure for children to earn money
for the family by fishing rather than attending

Page 18

school, few jobs and lack of affordable
medicines.

Despite these problems, al its people were
extremely friendly and the most generous
people | have met. | was welcomed into their
community and | was often invited to their
houses to share what food they had and | was
very privileged to have the opportunity to see
how the people live and to learn about their
culture etc. Life for them is hard by our
standards. Children have no toys to play with
and little entertainment. Most young girls are
married at about 17 years old after a very
short childhood and they soon have quite a
number of children of their own. However,
the children are really well behaved and look
after their brothers and sisters and are aways
happy and playful. Wherever | went, curious
children joined me to chat and were happy
just to walk alongside me holding my hand.
They always had a smile on their face.

I would like to do something to help the
Islanders and this would be best done through

Atworth Village M agazine—February 2007
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(continued from page 5)

A booklet on the Wiltshire Reformatory for
Boys by Ivor Slocombe is available for
members to borrow from the History Group
library.

The next meeting of the History Group will
be on Monday 5th February at 7:30pm in the
Church Hall. A talk will be given by Kirsten
Elloit on “Labyrinth and Lace (Jane Austen)”.

The Museum at Poplar Farm will be open
from 2:00 to 4:00pm on Sunday 28th January
and again on Sunday 25th February.

David Nott

Neighbourhood Watch

The new Neston Farm Shop was targetted for
theft by professional thieves last vyear.
Bicycles were stolen from properties. Items
were taken from unlocked vehicles. Anti-
social behaviour caused distress in severa
areas. Three out of four Dog Waste/Litter
Bins were destroyed with ®ire Crackers€and
one caused such a blaze that the telegraph
pole caught aight. A local resident valiantly
put out the fire at 4:00am.

These are facts which show that security of
our property and possessions is of paramount
importance. There have been problems using
the Crime number 0845 408 7000 and a
complaint has been lodged with Melksham
Police Station. Cold-calling and targetting the
elderly can be publicised by Neighbourhood
Watch.

We need people to be NW contacts to a few
neighbours in Bath Road and Mead Park.
This is not an onerous commitment, but a
very helpful one. Information is popped into
your letterbox when received by the Co-
ordinators (Mavis and Peggy) for you to pass
on. Telephone 01225 702495.
For owners of new bicycles, your bike should
be code-marked. Many stolen bikes are
recovered by Policee They are quickly
returned to their owners IF code marked.
(continued ...)

Atworth Village M agazine—February 2007

(...continued)

Neatly dressed young men have been calling
on elderly or lone persons. Police say these
criminals move around from place to place,
using various stories to gain access.-

"Are there pipes from your house going into
the field behind you? We need to check"

"The house next door has water problems,
we need to turn off your water"

"I have to turn off your water valves as the
next road is being repaired"

Warn elderly neighbours to close their door if
they receive such callers, and to look through
a window to see if an official Water Board
Vanisoutside. If not, phone 999 immediately
or phone a neighbour to ask them to dial 999.

This type of crime is on the increase. They
are termed Distraction Burglaries, and cause
agreat deal of distressto victims. Elderly or
lone householders should always use a safety
chain on the door. Elderly or lone residents
should NOT to alow ANYONE into their
homes unless they know them.

Mavis King

ATWORTH WI

Members were welcomed to the 2006
Christmas Party, with nibbles and mulled
wine, by Cynthia and the committee
members.

25 Members enjoyed a hot meal, delicious
assortment of desserts, cheese & biscuits,
followed by coffee/tea hot mince pies and
mint chocolate.

Everyone pulled Crackers read the jokes with
much hilarity. Small gifts for al members
were given out. Cynthia and Ledey then
entertained us with a Christmas story.

The evening concluded with a short meeting

Ruth thanked the committee for organising
the enjoyable party to end the year of the
most interesting talks and visits during the
year.

Maureen Weston

Page 7
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Gap Year in Malawi, East Africa

| decided some time ago, that | wanted to
take a gap year before University, so | could
see a bit of the world and do some kind of
voluntary work at the same time. | made my
mind up to go to Malawi, East Africa, after
being inspired by a talk about the country
from one of my teachers at school, who had
spent a year teaching there a few years
previously. Maawi is one of the poorest
countries in the world and is located in the
East of Africa. It is often known as the warm
heart of Africa as the people are so friendly
and helpful.

| began by getting 3 part time jobs whilst in
my final year at school (in the chip shop in
Corsham, as well as cleaning at a pharmacy
and a loca hotel) and managed to save
enough to travel to Malawi and stay there for
3% months. My teacher’s mother helps run a
charity (Galston's Malawi Aid &
Development Group — MAD) based in
Scotland which provides support to the
people of Malawi. She told me that St Peter’s
Hospital on Likoma Island needed someone
to brighten up the Children® Ward, by
painting murals on the walls, which were
currently grey and black.

So, finally, | set off on my own to a country
nearly 4000 miles away. For the first 3 weeks
| stayed in the local village with a doctor and
his wife (a nurse at the hospital), while |
painted at the hospital. | took a selection of
brushes and rollers with me and the paints
were bought locally with money provided by
the charity, but the only ones available were
gloss enamel with a limited range of colours.
So this proved a bit of a challenge, but |
managed to cover the walls with colour and
include afew animals and a map of Malawi. |
also took some laminated posters out with me
which | put up around the walls. The ward
had many sick children with malaria,
anaemia and hernias. The patients have to
take in their own food and family members
come to look after them. They have to sleep
on the concrete floor between the beds. The

charity has recently been able to send pillows
and bedding and each bed also has a
mosquito net. Hopefully, the bright colours
and muras on the walls will help to make
their stay a bit more pleasant. On average, the
people get malaria about 3 times per year, but
for those that can afford the medicine and
have access to the hospital, it does not prove
fata. There are a many mosquitoes and
unfortunately | also contracted malaria half
way through my stay, despite teking anti
malaria tablets!

When | had finished at the hospital | was on
my own! | moved to another part of theisland
and | taught some art and maths at a local
primary school and nursery school. They
enjoyed art as they don’t often get this
subject as a lesson. Most of their tuition is
done by repeating words or reading as a class
from picture cards held up by the teacher.
Lessons are conducted in classrooms, sitting
on weaved mats. They have very little in the
way of materials such a crayons or even
paper. The schools are also very understaffed
with about 40 pupils of awide age rangein a
class. Thereis so much potential to help these
children who are constantly cheerful, helpful
and desperate to learn.

Malawi is a beautiful country with a lot to
offer despite its poverty. | was there during
the dry season, so temperatures reached 40+
degrees. Water is available and athough
relatively expensive, bottled water is brought
to the island with other supplies on the
weekly steam paddle boat from Mozambique.
The staple food is nsima, which is flour made
with maize, boiled with water and continually
stirred for around 20 minutes until it forms a
thick sticky porridge-like consistency. Thisis
eaten with cooked tomatoes, onions, greens
and kidney beans. Soil on the Idland is very
poor, but Lake Malawi (over 560km long and
75km wide, with stunning beaches!) has the
largest variety of tropical fish in the world so
this is very much a large part of their diet.
Unfortunately, thereis also a danger of the

(continued on page 18)
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ATWORTH
INDEPENDENT
CHURCH

The Chapel by the Clock Tower
[www.atwor thindependentchur ch.org.uk]

As the chapel is till closed for internal
building work, please contact Rod & Chris
Price for details of venues and services, on
708643.

Rodney Price

Atworth Youth Club News

Sadly, we face further structural problems.
Rain penetrated into the building at ground
level as aresult of heavy squalls of rain and
winds battering against the structure - twice
during December. This required a costly
exercise of keeping a small de-humidifier
running day and night all over Christmas, and
into the new Year. This could mean the
building, which sits on a @aft©of concrete,
requires technical renovation work. The
problem will have to be investigated and
remedied.

FOR SALE. We have a modern fold-up
Table Tennis Table, surplus to reguirements.
Is there anyone who knows anyone who
would like to purchase this? A mere £50.00p.
Telephone 01225 702495.

We ask our members for ideas on the coming
year® programme. Weekends at Avon Tyrrell
Outdoor Activities Centre, Cycling events,
Archery, and Canoeing, have topped their
list. The sky is the limit in Youth Work! If
funding and transport can be found.

We need adults to attend and assist with craft
projects - once a month would be a great
help. We want to design our own motif for
T shirts for instance. There are designers and
artists @ut thereCbut we cannot afford their
professional fees but we can provide
reimbursement of travel/expenses plus a
small gratuity.

Mavis King

Atworth Autumn Show

We had lots of favourable comments about
last year's Flower Show and many people
have said that they would like to have a go at
entering something themselves this year.
February isn't always the best month for
getting out in the garden, but it is a good time
to sit by the fire and plan what you'd like to
grow (and show) in 2007.

Many of us are familiar with the large seed
companies - Thompson and Morgan, Suttons,
Marshalls, Fothergills, Dobies and DT Brown
are just a few, but there are a lot of smaller
companies that are well worth looking at.

If you have access to the Internet, many
companies now have a on-line catalogue and
their websites often provide additiona
interesting information. Why not have a look
at these:

www.tamarorganics.co.uk - Lots of organic
varieties and garden supplies.

www.beansandherbs.co.uk-Interesting
information and organic vegetable and herb
seed (you may have to use site index).

www.organiccatalog.com - Lots of useful
information and wide range of seed.

www.seedsofitaly.com - Italian varieties and
recipes. Seed packets are large!

www.realseeds.co.uk - Unusua varieties,
selected for flavour

| always end up with a huge list of seeds I'd
like to order — the problem then is choosing
what to leave out!

If you don’t have Internet access and would
like a list of seed company contacts, just ask
Gemmaor Maggie.

And finaly, don't forget to put this year's
Show date in your diary, Saturday 1%
September.

Maggie McDonald & Gemma Buckle

[The Atworth Autumn Show also has details and
entry forms available on the Atworth Village
website at www.atworth.org.uk. Editor]
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District Council Report

We are now only afew days from setting the
Council Tax for the coming year and | am
very mindful that residents don't have a
bottomless pit to pay. | was very disappointed
that when | asked for your views on what
services were important to you and | only had
oneresident reply.

You like me will be disappointed that as from
April the Council will stop collecting
cardboard with the compost collection, in my
view this is a big step back we should be
looking to expand this service by including
such things as cardboard and plastic on the
doorstep collection and | have made my view
well known on this.

Residents living in Atworth have now been
campaigning for a crossing for many years.
Over the next few weeks | will be collecting
a petition to try and put pressure on the
County Council to move this forward its been
on the Councils to do list for far to long and
must be highlighted again.

Whitley residents may know that | was
concerned about how a local planning
application was handled by members of the
Council. The Council’s Standards Committee
are carrying out afull investigation into this.

As you know | am a Director of West
Wiltshire Housing Society and it has been a
very busy few weeks with former Chairman
leaving the Board and the Chief Executive
resigning. | feel sure that most members of
the board will share my disappointment to
see the Chief Executive go: she has done a
first classjob in the time she has been there.

Still on the subject of the Housing Society |
have been appointed to the complaints panel,
tenant involvement working group and
tenants services committee.

As a Director | am keen to see more tenant
involvement in the running of their homes so
suggestions from tenants are most welcome.

Terry Chivers

Environmentally Speaking

As editor, | try to avoid direct contribution to
the magazine as | prefer to report what others
are saying rather than to speak myself.

However, | must say that | echo Terry Chiv-
ers view (alongside) on the poor recycling
strategy that we have to endure in Wiltshire.

Whilst in Bath (which | never regarded as a
paragon of recycling virtue, believe me) we
could recycle plastic bottles as well as al
kinds of batteries, aswell as cardboard.

The composting of cardboard is a poor alter-
native to recycling anyway, as during break-
down (which is rotting), practically as much
CO2 is generated as burning, and does not
reap the value that has been invested in its
origina manufacture and production.

Furthermore, is it acceptable ask residents to
make car journeys to the amenity sites to de-
posit plastic or cardboard, when much of the
time such journeys will consume more en-
ergy and produce more CO2 than they save?
Centrally organised collection is the only
proper approach. We should have been recy-
cling al such material decades ago.

Exactly what is preventing the development
of afull recycling collection service? Has the
council considered approaching Avon
Friends of the Earth who help B& NES with
their very effective service?

Kenneth Spencer

Newspapers Needed!

Atworth Youth Club has persuaded Hills
Waste to reinstate a second Newspaper Bin
outside the Youth Club and we now need to
get it filled each week! So PLEASE take al
newspapers/magazines to the Atworth
Recycling Bay or phone 01225 702495 to
arrange collection if you cannot get there.

Hills Waste make a donation to Atworth
Y outh Club by to the weight of newsprint in
our bins. We desperately need funds to help
with repairs, so PLEASE HELP!
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ST. MICHAEL’S, ATWORTH & CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW
Church Servicesfor February 2007

4th February ...... 3beforeLent ......ccoeuennnee. 10:00am.......... Parish Communion......... Atworth
11th February .... 2 before Lent..............c........ 10:00am.......... Parish Communion............. Shaw
18th February .... 1 before Lent .........cc....... 10:00am.......... Christingle Service ........ Atworth
25th February ....Lent ... 10:00am......... Parish Communion............. Shaw
Tuesdays 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th ...................... 7:00pm.......... Said Communion................ Shaw

Valentines Ball

On 17th February we are holding a VValentine
Ball at the Beeches, Shaw. This event has
proved very popular in the past as a great
opportunity to get out your party frocks and
DJs (optiona). There is champagne on
arrival, followed by a cold buffet supper with
wine and “strictly come dancing” without the
judges! All thisfor only £10 per person.

Many of you will remember the 40s evening
last year — all who came said how enjoyable
it had been and we are confident that this will
be just as much fun — (non dancers can watch
and take in the atmosphere). Tickets will be
on sale at Smiths Stores but don’t leave it too
late as we will need to limit numbers due to
spacein the Hall.

If you would like more information you can
phone Dianne Briggs on 01225 708840.

Féte

Due to the success of the last village Féte
held at the Beeches in 2005 and to requests
for another, the Village Hall & Playing Fields
Management Committee are planning a Féte
on Saturday 19th May, in conjunction with a
fun run organised by Darren Wrintmore.

The Féte will provide a family day out with
the usua rides, bouncy castles and various
races/games for children. We have written to
some local organisations who may like to
have a stall at the Féte, but if there is anyone
else who would like to take part please ring
Dianne Briggs on 01225 708840.

More details will follow, but in the meantime
note this date in your diary and if you can
help in any way, before or on the day, please
contact our Chairman Geoff Williams (01225
708412) who would love to hear from you.

Inter-regnum Contacts
Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals: please contact Brian Mitchell, 709317 or Chris Rees, 790119.

Melksham and District Link Scheme

Link Schemes operate as small independent
charitable organisations—the first in
Wiltshire was in Box over 25 years ago.
Melksham & District was launched in April
1994 and run solely by volunteers.

Link offers help to the elderly, sick, disabled
or others in need registered with Melksham
GP surgeries. Help includes shopping with or
for the client, collecting prescriptions, as well
as GP, denta, optician and hospita
appointments. Melksham Shaw, Whitley,

discretion of the client; it may help to know
that drivers are reimbursed at £0.38p/mile
home to home. We receive ho grants.

In the past year, Melksham volunteers carried
out 3338 jobs, 230 of which were for
residents of Atworth, Shaw and Whitely.

There is a coffee morning each Tuesday from
10:00-11:30am at the United Church,
Melksham, where clients can all in for adrink
and book forward appointments. Everyone is
welcome.

Our services can be booked as follows:

Atworth, Beanacre, Bowerhill and Broughton Transport..........ccoeeveinienns 01225 790451
Gifford are covered. Care (prescriptions/shopping/library visits
There is no set fee for the service, but < (o) FUR 01225 791980
donations are gratefully received at the Ruth Bailey
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group

Despite coughs, colds and nastier complaints
there were well over 40 members in January
at our first meeting of 2007. A table piled
high with sweaters, blankets, scarves, mitts
showed that despite the festivities members
had kept busy. Needles and hooks worked
through the morning, during the chat. We
were glad to welcome not only new members
but one or two who had not managed to make
it for the past few meetings.

We hope to lay plans for new projects for the
coming year but meantime “Aid Ukraine’
have been in touch to thank us for our help
through the past year and also Wiltshire Air
Ambulance for our contributions to their
funds. The Group is open to all who enjoy
knitting and/or crochet or would like to learn.
We meet on the first Thursday of each month
from 10:00am to noon at the Corsham
Community Centre, Beechfield Road.

We adways welcome new members. we
supply the yarn, the needles, hooks, patterns,
and tea or coffee — you bring a mug and a
donation of £2 towards expenses. You will
probably meet a friend and certainly make
several. And we are always glad of wool.

For further information please ring:
Gwen Davies on 01225 810330 or
Peg Smith on 01249 713879.

Gwen Davies

Golden Fleece Cricket Club

Indoor League We continue to have a
frustrating season. Although we have only
won one of the 6 games, 4 of the defeats were
extremely close, none more so than the last
game which was lost on the last ball of the
game, and that with the Fleece playing a man
short. Still, another four matches to go so
timeyet for alaterevival of fortunes.

The Field As Spring, hopefully, approaches
and the rain relents, there will be an
increasing buzz of activity on the field to
prepare it for the coming season. Work will
be carried out on the square, netting, the
outfield, the garage and pavilion. If anyone
has some time to spare that they are willing to
give to help us in our tasks, please get in
touch. All help will be gratefully received.

Indoor Nets It is expected that indoor nets
will begin on either Sunday 18" or Sunday
25" February at the Springfield Centre,
Corsham. All players, old and new, are
welcome. Please get in touch nearer the time
for confirmation of the start date and times.

Adults £3.00, concessions £2.00.
Howard Fountain

Used Postage Stamps

Readers must have received countless
envelopes bearing Christmas cards. Pop them
into a plastic carrier bag and deliver to
Atworth Youth Club any Tuesday evening.
We will carefully cut off the stamps and give
them to Charities who can sell them.

| have been with parents, who during
worrying times in Great Ormond Street
Hospital for Sick Children, undertake the task
of carefully separating stamps from
envelopes, whilst their infants sleep. The job
has to be undertaken with great care, on
sheets of blotting paper. For the parents the
task was therapeutic, and the resulting
carefully pressed stamps a good fund-raiser.

Mavis
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