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Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 
Atworth Independent Church The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (termtime only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

� ��� ������
Saturday 2nd 
  7:30pm 

Atworth & Shaw Churches  Christ Church, Shaw 
 Mendip Male Voice Choir 

Tuesday 5th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 
Wednesday 13th 7:30pm 2nd Computer Evening  adult £5.00/u18 £2.50 at the door 

 What’s inside your PC? (please see page 4) in the Village Hall 
 Let us remove some of the mystery around your computer! 
Atworth WI 
  Grace Methuen Group at Broughton Gifford village hall 

Monday 18th Atworth Women's Institute   Visit to the American Museum 

Tuesday 19th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 24th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

Tuesday  26th 
  2:00-2:30pm 
 
  7:30-9:00pm 

Homes Mobile Library 
  Shell Court 
Atworth & Shaw Churches  
 Bible Study at 89 Corsham Road, Whitely  

� ��� �������
Tuesday 3rd 
  9:30-10:00am    

Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Saturday 7th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Churchfields, The Village School  entrance £0.50p 
 Summer Fayre—Lots of stalls, raffle and refreshments  

Monday 16th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI 
  Carolyn Wheatly-Hubbard  at Boynton Farm 

Tuesday 17th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Tuesday 31st 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Submit your items for the July magazine to: magazine@ atworth.org.uk 
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock To wer View, Atworth SN12 8LJ 

Next copy date: 12th June 2007 

Saturday 30th 
  from 1:30pm 

Holt School  
 Holt Village Fayre—”Beside the Sea” 

Tuesday  26th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court 

 

Atworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.ukAtworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.ukAtworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.uk   
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June Editorial 

We have splashed out a little this month on 
our special colour cover, which we hope will 
provide everyone with an issue that they can 
keep— especially Natalie Day, who won first 
prize in our competition. Unfortunately, costs 
prevent us from making all issues appear 
quite so grand and attractive, but from time to 
time, when finances permit, such a cover 
lends a quality touch to what we want to be a 
quality magazine! Thanks go to the two 
advertisers who agreed to pay extra for their 
colour advertisements, and to Jeannie Wilson 
for permission to use her picture, once again! 

����	������� 	�!�"	���#����	������� 	�!�"	���#����	������� 	�!�"	���#����	������� 	�!�"	���#� ���

“I can’t wait to see my article in the 
magazine”. Those were the words of Natalie, 
when she collected her prize and certificate 
for winning the ����	��� ���� 	�!�
"	���#   competition. Well, she need wait no 
longer, as on page 19 we have Natalie’s 
winning article—a short story about what 
happens when you enter a sparkling light! We 
also have a picture of all three prize winners 
on page 9, taken when they collected their 
prizes and certificates at the end of April. 

Atworth Magazine Finance Person 

We have received the sad news (for us at 
least) that Penny Laver, our very able Finance 
Person, is resuming her legal career and will 
therefore have to give up her recently 
acquired career in village magazine finance 
management. Thus, we are seeking a 
volunteer to spend a few hours each week 
speaking to current and prospective 
advertisers, printing invoices and managing   
payments using our online accounts system, 
receiving and paying in cheques and 
arranging payments of suppliers. 

Penny has been a truly magnificent help in 
taking over the magazine, and I received her 
news with great regret. However, we 
understand her reasons and wish her well in 
her resumed career. 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor. 

 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions 

per issue from 1st November 2006 

Size         Issues: 12 6 single 
Whole page £16.00 £16.25  £16.50 
Half page £8.00 £8.25 £8.50 
Quarter page £4.00 £4.25 £4.50 
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising pricing or availability please 
talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) or Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover date—copy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to 
“Atworth Village Magazine”. 
Post: Mrs Penelope Laver 
 79 Bradford Road 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8HY 
Email: penelope.laver@talktalk.net 
Telephone: 01225 793062 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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2nd Computer Evening 
Atworth Village Hall 

 Wednesday 13th June 7:30pm 

What’s inside your PC? 
 

Would you like to understand your PC 
(personal computer) better? 
We will show you what is inside your 
computer—you will see all the parts. 
We will explain in simple terms what they 
do and how they do it. 
No special previous knowledge will be 
assumed. 
Admission: adult: £5.00 under 18: £2.50p 
Admission includes coffee, biscuits & 
printed notes. 
We need a minimum number to cover our 
c o s t s ,  s o  p l e a s e  t e l e p h o n e  
Kenneth Spencer on 01225 707161 or 
email kas@kaspencer.com to book your 
place. 

Please note that advertising has been removed 
from the downloadable issues of the Atworth 

Village magazine. 
This is done to reduce download times and to be 
fair to other advertisers nwho pay for space on 

our village website. 
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Correspondence 

Dear Editor, 
In reply to the letter from the residents of 
Shell Court, may I say that I am surprised at 
the attitude adopted by these residents: 
simply because many months before the 
exchange, Shell Court hosted and supported a 
highly successful coffee morning to raise 
funds for the trip (for which we were 
extremely grateful). Why were these views 
not put across then, rather than after the 
whole wonderful experience and now 
somewhat tarnishing it? 
No-one said anything about “forgive and 
forget” and I am sure it must be difficult to 
forget about actions that happened many 
years ago by the people at the time. However, 
neither myself nor any of our new friends 
from Japan were involved in WWII, nor were 
our parents nor even our grandparents. So to 
make this remark now about a welcoming 
gesture to eight innocent 16 year old guests to 
the village would surely be prejudiced? 
Because of my confusion about the 
disapproval of the “residents of Shell Court” 

and their support of the exchange in the past, 
I can only assume that this is an individual or 
small group of people who adopt these views. 
I therefore invite this person or these people 
to identify themselves by name if they wish 
to reply to this letter rather than blemish all of 
Shell Court with a racist attitude again. 

Tom McMahon 
... 

Dear Editor, 
We enjoyed the article written by Tom 
McMahon in the May issue. Young people 
these days get into print for the wrong 
reasons. We listened to the St Laurence Choir 
at the coffee morning at Shell Court. The 
young people of this village in the choir, and 
their parents, must have felt so proud of their 
successful visit to Japan, and of the return 
visit of the young people of Japan. 
Congratulations to you all. 
As residents of Shell Court, we did not agree 
with the letter in May, regarding the flag. 

Yours 

Meg and Bob Demellweek 
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by 4:15 the French had surrendered and sadly, 
Nelson had been shot. 23 out of the 33 enemy 
ships had been destroyed with no British 
losses.   

Was the battle worth it?  Well, Napoleon was 
crippled, Britain was safe from invasion, and 
then 100 years of peace was enjoyed.  

The next meeting of the History Group will 
be on Monday 1st October in the Church Hall 
at 7:30pm.  this being the first lecture of the 
new season. 

The Museum at Poplar Farm will be open on 
Sunday 24 June from 2:00-4:00 pm. 

Derek Edwards , Atworth History Group 

Atworth History Group 

The Atworth History Group met on Monday 
14th May in the Church Hall to hear a talk by 
Paul Booy, entitled’ Nelson and Trafalgar.’ 

Paul became interested in Nelson and the 
Battle of Trafalgar at the age of 15 when he 
joined the Royal Navy, studied the subject 
and took a GCE O level in Naval History, 
subsequently going to College before 
becoming a teacher of History. 

Paul began by explaining that it is common 
knowledge that Nelson was a very vain man 
who loved having his portrait painted. He 
was born in Burnham Thorpe in Norfolk in 
1758. His father was a vicar, and his mother 
died when Nelson was very young. He was 
insignificant in appearance but compensated 
with his mental powers.   

Nelson is remembered for three stunning 
victories: at the Nile in 1789; Copenhagen in 
1805; and finally at the Battle of Trafalgar in 
1805. In all his battles he showed superb 
powers of leadership and great tactical 
innovation and moral courage. He was 
always driven in the quest for Glory, and 
Glory to him was Duty and Honour.  To him 
success was almost a part of glory although 
he probably accepted the concept of glorious 
defeat. 

Prior to the Battle of Trafalgar, Napoleon was 
the main threat to Britain, and Britain needed 
to have ‘Command of the Sea’. However,  
France continued to build up her Army, 
whilst Britain put her faith in the Navy.  

Nelson joined his fleet in Sept 1805, although 
the Battle did not commence until the 21st 
October.  Nelson had 27 ships of war whilst 
the combined total of the French and Spanish 
came to 33. The British fleet though had 
better leadership, a unified command and 
superior seamanship.  HMS Victory itself had 
550 men and 110 guns, which could fire 
broadside 2500 lbs of ammunition at each 
onslaught. The battle started at 11:30 hrs and 

Atworth History Group 

News from Godwins Close  

On Wednesday, 2nd May 2007, coincident 
with the Full Moon, three ladies, all from 
Godwins Close gave birth on the same day: 
 Zoë (and Colin) Gradwell 
  ................................... gave birth to Annie 
 Mary (and Tim) McNally 
  .......... gave birth to Elizabeth Mary 'Bess' 
 Liz (and Ian) Weldon  
  ...................... gave birth to Matthew Jack 
All parents and babies are doing well! 

Liz Weldon 

[Good news! And congratulations to all, Editor] 

We Need Your Help 

As mentioned in the Editorial, we are 
desperately in need of a Finance Person for 
the Atworth Village magazine, to replace 
Penny Laver, who is resuming her legal 
career. 

This is an interesting role, involving hardly 
more than an average of an hour each week,  
managing receipts and payments, maintaining 
our invoice procedures using our online 
accounts and making contact with our 
advertisers and subscribers. Do please contact 
the editor if you wish to know more. 
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Gemer’s Adventures 

Hi there, my name is Gemer. I love having 
adventures. I wanted to have an adventure 
today but it was a school day: I had to get 
moving! When I got to school, there was a 
buzz about: we were going on a school trip. 

When we got to Swindon National Park, we 
first started with the woodlands walk. When 
we were half way though, I noticed I was 
lost. Then I heard a voice calling me, it 
seemed to be saying ‘come closer Gemer, 
come closer’ ... It led me to a bright light. I 
walked through it and suddenly I knew I was 
in another land because everything  looked 
different. I saw a familiar wood; I knew Peter 
Pan lived here. Then I heard the footsteps of 
Captain Hook I had to hide but it was too late 
he had heard me. When he saw me he got his 
men to tie me up and they left me on a rock 
to drown. Suddenly, I felt some fairy dust and 
looked up to see Tinker Bell. I started to 
worry about whether she liked me or not. I 
started to say kind words to her. I was 
pleased because she liked me.  She untied me 
and took me home to Peter Pan. Peter showed 
me to his friends: all the Disney princesses 
and people off all the stories and legions.  

Peter begged me to be the mother for his lost 
boys, but I said: ‘ask Wendy.’ 

‘Who’s Wendy?’ asked Peter. 

“Just forget about it. I am going home now.”  

‘No you are not’ shouted Peter at the top of 
his voice, and jumping in the air. Then he 
grabbed my hand and stomped out of the 
door. I was speechless; when we got outside 
he said I hope you will enjoy this walk. He 
led me through a series of plants, beautiful 
they were. Then I saw something even more 
beautiful, it was a little tea party, with two 
small tea cups, two plates and some yummy 
snacks. 

Peter added some lovely flowers, now it 
looked great, then Peter asked me ‘doesn’t it 
look lovely now’.  

I replied ‘yes it certainly does’. 

‘Really?’ asked Peter. 

‘Really’, I said. 

‘Well then sit down!” 

I sat down immediately. Peter picked up the 
little cake I was about to get. Immediately he 
saw I was upset so he gave it to me. I was 
pleased. I guess life was quite easy after all. 
This started happening all the way thorough 
the meal.  

When the meal was over I saw a great sight—
it  was Captain Cook holding WENDY! I was 
overjoyed when Wendy said: ‘oh Peter I 
always thought you were not real, oh I am 
sorry.’ Peter looked most surprised. Wendy 
was really pleased that Peter was real.  

Peter said, ‘because this girl doesn’t like me, 
please Wendy, will you marry me?’  

‘Certainly’ replied Wendy, ‘I will, I will. I’ll 
get my wedding dress ready right away.’  

I was so full of joy that I jumped up and 
down so fast that I jumped through a 
sparkling light and I found myself back in the 
woods. Then I heard another flash and out 
came Peter and all the Disney people, 
including Wendy, I was dismayed totally. 
‘How can I get you people out of here?’ 
‘Well really we ...’ but Peter didn’t finish his 
sentence because Captain Hook spoke over 
Peter ‘... came to kidnap you.’  

Then he started to tie me up except I burst out 
straight away, then, Captain Hook staggering 
after me I ran to tell my best friend Kelly, she 
was 7 years old and she loved Peter Pan. She 
understood straight away and she helped me 
get everybody back to Story land. 

Natalie Day 

[Congratulations to 
Natalie on winning 
first prize, with this 
art icle, in our 
����	��� ���� 	�!�
"	���#� Competition 
Editor] 
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ATWORTH WI 

Our monthly meeting was held on Monday 
16th April. Maureen Weston was welcomed 
as our new President. 

We were pleased to hear that our hard work,  
trying to keep the village as litter-free as 
possible, is being appreciated by residents. 

Sue Wilkin, from the Trading Standards 
Office, gave us a very interesting and 
entertaining talk about some of the work that 
she does – the more traditional “Weights and 
Measures” enforcement, including some 
interesting instances of the flexible litre 
(gallon) of petrol! She also informed us about 
their involvement with the Police Force in 
their efforts to combat doorstep fraud - e.g. 
passing workmen who just happen to notice 
tiles missing from the roof of an elderly lady 
living alone, and then charge an exorbitant 
amount to do the work, often causing other 
damage in the process. She emphasised the 
importance of employing reputable, local 
firms, ideally with  personal recommendation 
from friends or neighbours. We had a lively 
question-and-answer session after her talk. 

We have walks planned for May 1st and 18th , 
and craft afternoons on May 8th and 25th. 

Our next meeting will take place on Monday 
May 21st at 7:30pm, when we will discuss the 
resolution for the National AGM in June, and 
have a bring-and-buy table. On June 18th  we 
have a trip to the American Museum. 

Pam Loosemore 

Autumn Show 

This year, the Autumn Show will be on 1st 
September. We’re pleased to include the 
show schedule and entry form for with this 
issue of the Village Magazine. If you haven’t 
thought about it already, now’s the time to 
plan your entries. Remember, you can submit 
your completed entry form (with fee) any 
time from the 1st of July onwards. If you’re 
not sure how well your garden will perform 
this year, you can always submit a second 
entry form closer to the date of the show. 
Additional forms are available on the village 
website (Atworth Societies & Clubs), or from 
Maggie (707128) or Gemma (07981 805307). 

If you’re going to be away on the day of the 
show, or if anything else affects your entry, 
please call us to discuss how we can help. 

Gemma Buckle 

Atworth Pre-School 

The end of term four was very busy for all 
the children who made some beautiful Easter 
cards with lots of flowers and fluffy chicks! 
Term five is looking very busy! The unex-
pected warm weather has tied in well with the 
“sports” theme for this term, and we are hop-
ing that this will allow the children to explore 
and  experience lots of different sports . 
One of our mums successfully completed the 
Bath Half Marathon, and managed to raise 
£240! Thanks to everyone who contributed- 
this will make a big difference to the amount 
of equipment we can buy this term. 
We recently had an unexpected visit from 
Ofsted. The official report will not be avail-
able for a few weeks- but the initial feedback 
looks very promising- watch this space! 
The end of this term will culminate with a 
sponsored trike trek on Fri 25th May, fol-
lowed by a mini sports day and picnic, 
weather permitting. If you are in the vicinity 
of the rec. that day please feel free to come 
along and support us. 
Planning for term six is well underway: the 
theme being “holidays”. We are also planning 

a day trip to Bristol zoo. 
Long term planning is also well underway. 
From September we are hoping to offer 2 
full days and one half day. We are hoping 
for confirmation of this soon. If you would 
like to discuss availability of spaces please 
contact Mrs Anne Rossiter, our play leader, 
who welcomes enquiries and visitors at any 
time. Tel: either 07840 704451 (pre school 
mobile) or 01225 705790 (home). 

Rachel Carver , Secretary 
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Covent Garden. The actors didn’t hesitate but 
just carried on with the show.” Ted also re-
called the times when Herbert Watts, who 
owned a taxi, took parties from the village to 
theatres in Bristol and Bath. 

When Debbie Nichols was researching mate-
rial for the millennium book History and 
Memories of Atworth Ted was one of the con-
tributors. During the past six years I talked 
with Ted on many occasions and compiled 
his family history. He was a fount of informa-
tion about the history of the village and its 
people much of which I have documented. 

I found Ted to be a kind, considerate and 
modest man and his many friends have ex-
pressed their sadness at his passing. He will 
be greatly missed. To his family we send our 
sincere condolences. 

Joan Cocozza 

A Craftsman of Atworth 

Frederick, son of Daniel & Frances Sheppard 
was born in Atworth in 1881. For many years 
the family lived in ‘The Close’ where once 
stood three cottages. Frederick was the 
brother of Selina, mother of Joan Thomsett. 

 Joan recollects - “Uncle Fred was tall and 
slim. He was a lovely man, so kind. His 
workshop was in Coronation Road and we 
used to look in and see the coffins being 
made. He did a lot of woodwork in Shaw 
Church. He was a very skilled man. His 
brother, Tom, was a stone mason and he 
made the stone altar for Neston Church.” 

Norman Williams recalls – “In the 1920s Mr 
Sheppard had his workshop in Bath Road 
where the Bear Garage now stands - next to 
Teddy Greenland’s forge. As a child I was 
interested in anything to do with farming and 
would go with two or three of my friends to 
stand by the double doors of Mr. Sheppard’s 
workshop and watch him at work. He made 
and repaired farm wagons for local farmers 
and the Neston Estate. The main body of a 
wagon was quite a thing to make or repair. I 
watched while new floors were being put in, 

ladders and iron fitments added and the 
whole being painted blue and yellow. 

I have a vivid picture of seeing Mr Sheppard 
cutting a hub from a block of Ash. He 
probably used a template passed down 
through the ages being a tool of the 
wheelwright. He made the spokes and the 
arch of the wheel. Everything was made by 
hand and fitted together perfectly. The 
finished wooden wheel was then taken to 
Teddy Greenland who made an iron rim 
exactly to size and the wheel was dropped 
into the rim. Cold water was thrown over and 
the iron contracted and pulled the whole 
wheel together. 

In years past the carpenter was also the 
undertaker. When Mr Sheppard moved to 
Coronation Road from our side window I 
could see into his workshop and remember 
the rough cut Elm boards used for coffins. 
These were made in about twenty-four hours. 
Mr Sheppard was tall and smart and led the 
funeral processions. He wore a top hat and 
walked in front of the bier setting the pace for 
the rest of the mourners.  I can still hear the 
tramp, tramp on the gravel as the people 
walked to the church and remember noticing 
that every cottage had their blinds drawn as 
the funeral passed by.” 

Frederick Sheppard died in 1956 aged 
seventy-five and his wife Thirza in 1966. 
Both are buried in the churchyard of St 
Michael & All Angels. 

Compiled by Gemma Jay 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our weekly services to 
all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Women’s Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 
Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 

The work of the local Church goes on week 
in, week out, with the occasional highlight 
during the year. Saturday 16th June will be 
one of those occasions when once again we 
celebrate our Chapel anniversary. We look 
forward to welcoming friends from other 
local Churches and folk from the village.  
Our guest speaker will be Philip Lambert 
from Wantage, who used to be the County 
Evangelist for Wiltshire, having led tent 
missions and door to door work in the area. 

There will be musical items from Jim and 
Pam, joining us from Bristol. 

Tea will be served at the Village Hall at 
4:30pm with the service at the Chapel at 
6:30pm. 
We extend a warm invitation to all. 

Rodney Price, Secretary 

����	������� 	�!�"	���#�

Last month, we announced the prize winners 
for our competition for Atworth's children of 
primary school age. 

Our three prize winners were: 

Natalie Day first prize—a £15.00 music to-
ken and certificate, for her story "Gemer's 
Adventures", which you can read on page 19 
of this month’s magazine.  

Natalie's story, with the other winners, is also 
on the magazine pages of the Atworth Village 
website, so your far-flung relatives can also 
read the winning entries. 

Joe Bullock second prize—a £10.00 book 
token and certificate, for his account of the 
Water Cycle. Joe's article was published in 
the May 2007. 

James Lewis Martin third prize—a £5.00 
book token and certificate, for his imagina-
tive story "Christmas Day". James' story was 
also published in the May 2007 issue  

Our three prize winners collected  their prizes 
and certificates at the end of April.  

The picture shows (left to right) 
Joe Bullock, Natalie Day and James Martin 

with their certificates and prizes 

Wiltshire Air Ambulance Service 

Here’s Advance Notice that Sandra and Ian at 
‘The White Hart’ are planning a Special 
Afternoon and Evening to raise more funds 
for the Air Ambulance Service. There will be 
Fun and Games for Children, Barbecue, and a 
Skittles Challenge. The date chosen is 
Saturday 14th July – so make a note in your 
diaries. More details in the July magazine. 
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It was George Thatcher that the designers of 
the Spitfire turned to when they were experi-
encing difficulty. Ted continued - “Some 
people came from Westlands and Vickers to 
see George. George went to Westlands and 
saw the problem. A meeting was arranged 
and I was asked to take notes (in shorthand) 
of the conference. To solve the problem 
George Thatcher said he could design a jig.” 

To design the jig it was necessary to firstly 
make a full-scale drawing and Ted recalled - 
“George Thatcher could not afford to pur-
chase the paper required. George had an idea, 
went upstairs and found a roll of wallpaper. 
However, the paper was not wide enough for 
the project so I was sent off to the Post Office 
to buy drawing pins. Two lengths of wallpa-
per were cut and pinned together on the bed-
room floor and George sketched out the de-
sign.” The design proved to be successful but 
in order to build the jig George had to erect a 
large shed. This was built in the garden of the 
cottage and was later to become Ted’s office. 
Ted remarked – “Outside my office window 
was a Morello cherry tree and I could reach 
out and pick the cherries. They were deli-
cious.” 

During World War II Ted volunteered and 
joined the RAF serving with the Pay Corp in 
the rank of Corporal. Ted was trained at the 
RAF School for Accountancy and was only 
one of two men to achieve a pass rate of over 
90%. During his service Ted recalled – “I 
looked after the accounts of Officers and War 
Correspondents in England and abroad.” 

Ted told of the time at school when he be-
came friendly with a French girl by the name 
of Simone. When she returned to France he 
corresponded with her and on a number of 
occasions visited the family in Paris. One of 
Ted’s favourite interests was the arts and 
while in Paris visited The Louvre and the 
Rodin museums. Ted loved theatre and told 
of an instance -  “I often went to the theatre 
in London and once during the war in the 
middle of  The Merry Widow there was an air 
raid and Doodlebugs were dropped on nearby 

A Tribute to Ted Carter 1916 – 2007 

Edward John, the youngest son of Tom and 
Harriet Carter, was born in Church Street on 
November 23rd 1916. Aged three Edward, 
known as Ted, began his education at the 
village school. He was a bright pupil and 
passed the entrance examination for Bradford 
Secondary School, later known as Fitzmau-
rice Grammar 

Ted will be remembered as a kind, sensitive 
and talented man. When young he was a 
choirboy and server at St. Michael & All An-
gels. He was a brilliant musician and played 
both piano and organ. On occasions he stood 
in for the village organist and played the or-
gan of Bath Abbey and Salisbury Cathedral. 

In 1933 Ted worked four evenings a week for 
George Thatcher at New Mendip Engineer-
ing, Bath Road dealing with the company 
accounts, wages and all the typing. During 
1934 Ted worked for Avon Rubber Company 
and one day in August of that year he re-
ceived a telephone call informing him his 
father had been killed. Tom Carter worked at 
Spring Quarry as an underground quarryman 
ganger.  This dangerous but very necessary 
work entailed the ganger going ahead of a 
group of men to ensure the passageway was 
clear. It was while leading his team that Tom 
was hit by a fall of rock. His neck was broken 
and death was instantaneous.  

Toward the end of 1934 Ted returned to New 
Mendip and was now employed full time. He 
worked closely with George Thatcher and 
before the outbreak of war was party to dis-
cussions with the designers of the famous 
aircraft the Spitfire. Ted told me of those 
times - “In 1938 there was definitely signs of 
trouble. In those days George was already 
working for Westland Aircraft and there was 
a company in Southampton; Vickers Super 
Marine who began to develop a plane called 
the Spitfire. The company had great problems 
with the Spitfire wings as when it banked and 
turned they couldn’t keep them stiff and the 
wings buckled a bit.” 



Atworth Village Magazine—June 2007 Page 14 

Visit the  NEW village web site at  www.atworth.org.uk—tell us what you think! 

Atworth Village Magazine—June 2007 Page 11  

Send your news, articles and notices to magazine@atworth.org.uk 

ST. MICHAEL’S, ATWORTH & CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW  

Inter-regnum Contacts 
Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals: please contact Brian Mitchell, 709317 or Chris Rees, 790119. 

Church Services for June 2007 
3rd June ............. Trinity Sunday ................... 10:00am ......... Parish Communion ......... Atworth 
10th June ........... Trinity 1 ............................. 10:00am ......... Parish Communion .............. Shaw 
17th June ........... Trinity 2 ............................. 10:00am ......... Parish Communion  ........ Atworth 
24th June ........... Trinity 3  ............................. 9:00pm .......... Parish Communion .............. Shaw 
Tuesdays 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th ....................... 7:00pm .......... Said Communion ................. Shaw 
Tuesday 26th .... Bible Study .................... 7:30-9:00pm ......  ...... at 89 Corsham Road, Whitley 

Licensing of New Priest 

There will be a service at Christ Church, 
Shaw on Friday 20th July, when the Revd Jill 
Perrett will be licensed as Priest-in-Charge of 
Atworth with Shaw and Whitely. 

In Memoriam 

We remember all those who recently died, 
and think especially of the friends and 
families of Brian Hopkins, Sheila Campello, 
Christine Brown, Rosemary Jamieson, Ted 
Carter and Des Tidball.  

Mendip Male Voice Choir 

The Mendip Male Voice Choir are pleased to 
announce that they will be performing in 
Christ Church, Shaw on 2nd June 2007 

starting at 7:30pm.  The fifty strong choir, led 
by its musical director Kate Courage, will 
present a programme with a wide variety of 
music ranging from sacred songs to pieces 
from your favourite shows.  The evening will 
also feature a soprano soloist, Hannah 
Lockwood and both the Choir and Hannah 
will be accompanied by pianist Carl Speck. 
This concert is in aid of Christ Church, Shaw 
and St Michael’s, Atworth and is part of the 
Choir’s summer season of eight to ten 
performances each raising money for 
different charities. 

Tickets for the concert will be £7.50 per head 
to include a glass of wine or juice following 
the performance. 

Dianne Briggs 

 Atworth Youth Club 

Thanks to the Buildings Insurance held by 
Atworth Parish Council, damage caused by 
heavy rain to toilet ceilings before the new 
roof was installed, will now be repaired. 

Unfortunately recent violent weather has 
brought down some of the ancient plastic 
guttering along the frontage. It is important 
that rainwater should be properly channelled 
away from the frontage, so we now need a 
few feet of guttering and appropriate clips.     
Is there anyone in Atworth willing to 
undertake this task, if we buy the materials?  
Youth Club continues to swing along – 
evenings in Atworth rec. are popular. 

Mavis King 

Environmentally Speaking 

The personal environment of Atworth is 
constantly violated by speeding vehicles. 
Many of these now seem to be heavy lorries, 
rushing through towards Melksham between 
4:00 and 4:30pm, presumably returning to a 
depot somewhere,  anxious to end the day’s 
work. The trouble is that children are moving 
around Atworth at that time, on bikes, or 
walking/running to meet friends in various 
parts of the village. Parents please warn 
youngsters to be extremely careful when  
crossing the main road or when passing 
parked vehicles whilst cycling. Atworth 
needs action to enforce the speed limit. 

A Correspondent 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  

The delights of the local elections did not 
deflect members from attending our May 
meeting – we had the largest gathering ever – 
57 ardent knitters and crocheteers – almost a 
full house. It seemed that every member 
brought a bulging bag (or bags) with lovely 
colourful items. We were all amazed at the 
variety of fingerless mitts: 119 pairs! Then 
later on an ‘outworker’ turned up with a 
further 30 pairs, so we are gradually making 
our way to the grand total of 2007 mitts. 

The raffle of the patchwork throw (completed 
by the Corsham Craft Group) was drawn by 
the Manager of Jargeau Court (as she is a non
-interested party) and won by June Witt (well 
deserved as she worked so diligently selling 
tickets) raised £110 which we are happy to 
donate to Wiltshire Air Ambulance. 

With so many to greet we were not able to 
thank all those members who had helped turn 
the rather bleak hall into a more domestic 
interior – by assembling chairs and tables, 
displaying wool, retrieving all the 
paraphernalia and then dismantling it at the 
end of the meeting, sorting and counting the 
myriad of comfort goods. We are grateful for 
the help for without it we could not function 
– so please carry on if you are able if it’s 
only to unload a wool bag or move a chair. 

The Group is open to all who enjoy knitting 
and/or crochet or would like to learn. We 
meet on the first Thursday of each month 
from 10:00am to noon at the Corsham 
Community Centre, Beechfield Road.  

If you come alone you will certainly make 
new friends and meet up with old ones! We 
are delighted to welcome newcomers to our 
Group. We supply the yarn, the needles, 
hooks, patterns, and tea or coffee – you bring 
a mug and a donation of £2 towards 
expenses. You will probably meet a friend 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club 

The 2007 season has begun in a positive 
manner. Despite having two games cancelled 
during the warm spell because of a lack of 
opposition, we have managed to play three 
games in May, winning two. 

The first match was away at Bathampton and 
batting first, the Golden Fleece scored 126 
runs. Bathampton batted into the darkness 
and managed only 110. The following 
Sunday, Bratton were the visitors for the first 
home fixture back behind the pub. 
Unfortunately, Bratton had the best of an 
unreliable strip and bowled us out for 93. 
Bratton took the same time to reach their 
target but only for the loss of four wickets. 
The latest fixture was played in the wind and 
drizzle of a Wednesday evening and again, 
the Golden Fleece was fortunate to bat first 
and amass 123 before Bishop’s Cannings 
struggled in the failing light to reach 111. 

Rounders On Saturday June 9th, we will be 
holding a fundraising Rounders tournament. 
This has been popular in the past so if anyone 
would like to enter a team, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. All teams are mixed 
with at least three ladies per team. 

June Fixtures 

Sun .... 3rd . Seend ........................................ H 
Wed ... 6th .. Bath Knights ............................. H 
Sat ..... 9th .. Rounders competition .............. H 
Sun .... 10th Bratton ...................................... A 
Wed ... 13th Grittleton .................................. H 
Sun .... 17th Canal Tavern ............................ H 
Wed ... 20th Erlestoke ................................... H 
Sun .... 24th Peterborough Arms .................. A 
Wed ... 27th South Wraxall ........................... H 

Howard Fountain , Club Captain 

and certainly make several. And we are 
always glad of wool. 

For further information please ring: 
Gwen Davies on 01225 810330 or  
Peg Smith on 01249 713879.  

Gwen Davies 


