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Tuesdays 
 7:30-9:30pm 

Play Badminton (£4.00/session) 
  in the Sports Hall George Ward School 

Wednesdays 
 3:30pmTermtime 

Atworth Independent Church 
 Bible Club enquire for venue 

First Thursday 
 10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
 2:30pm 
Every Tuesday 
 7:00-9:00pm 

The Women's Fellowship 
 at the Independent Church 
Atworth Youth Club 
 at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 

� � 
 � � � � � � � �
Monday 5th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group in the Church Hall 
 “Countesses Celebrities and Criminal Capers at Lacock 
  Abbey” with David Formby 

Tuesday 6th  2:00-2:30pm Mobile Library Shell Court 

Tuesday 13th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library Mead Park 

Wednesday 21st 
 7:00pm 

Atworth Parish Council 
 Council Meeting in the Village Hall 

Sunday 25th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

� � 
 � � � � � � � �
Monday 2nd 
 7:30pm 

Atworth History Group in the Church Hall 
 “The Saving of British Art Works in Wartime” 
 with Nick McCamley 

Tuesday 3rd 2:00-2:30pm Mobile Library Shell Court 

Monday 19th 
 7:30pm 

Atworth Women's Institute 
  in the Village Hall 

Sunday 29th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

Submit your items for the April diary to: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ 

Next copy date: 12th March 2007 

Monday 24th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library Mead Park 

Monday 19th 
 7:30pm 

Atworth Women's Institute 
 Annual General Meeting 2007 in the Village Hall 

Monday 27th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library Mead Park 

Monday 10th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library Mead Park 

Saturday 10th 
 2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Babies & Toddlers in the Village Hall 
 Tabletop Sale 

 

 

Atwor th on the Web: www.atwor th.org.uk 

By kind permission: Richard Bill 

The Atwor th 
Village Magazine 

March 2007 Volume 30 Number 7 
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Advertising in the Atworth Village 
Magazine 

The Atworth Village magazine is supported 
principally by its income from advertisers. 
Donations, and subscription income make up 
the balance.  
The magazine welcomes all advertising, 
whether it be from individuals with a skill or 
an unwanted item to sell, or from businesses 
within or outside Atworth. 
The print run of the magazine is 581.  
The magazine is delivered to every home in 
Atworth, with a totally free circulation of 
approximately 550.   
There are around 15 subscribers who pay 
annually for their magazines to be sent out by 
post elsewhere in the United Kingdom.  
We also send out copies of the magazine to 
local libraries, the police and to the 
community support organisations within 
Wiltshire county and West Wiltshire District. 
We are consistently told that the magazine is 
the first place in which residents look for 
suppliers of goods or services which they 
may need, and as our rates are highly 
economic we are sure that all advertisers will 
find it a worthwhile medium. 
Further information about how to advertise in 
the magazine are on the magazine pages of 
the Atworth Village website. 

Atworth Guitarist Signs Recording 
Contract 

Charlie Romijn of Atworth, has recently 
signed a recording contract with the Bristol -
based  independent label Invada. The label is 
co-owned by Jeff Barrow of the band 
Portishead. Charlie’s contract gives her the 

oppor tuni ty  of 
releasing records 
both as a solo artist, 
and with her band 
Thought Forms. 

Charlie has been 
playing guitar for 
the last eight years, 
having started when 
given an electric 
guitar by her father. 
She is mainly self-
taught, although she 
had some guitar 
lessons at primary 
school and when at 
the George Ward 
S c h o o l  i n 
Melksham. Charlie 

formed her first band, named Poor Eric  
whilst at the George Ward School, playing  
some of her own songs, as well as covers by 
other bands in the alternative rock genre. 

Charlie is about to release her first solo alum, 
Silver Stairs of Ketchikan, after the poem of 
the same name by the American novelist and 
poet, Richard Brautigan. Charlie’s music is 
highly atmospheric and far f rom 
conventional. Her piece Time is My Eye, 
featured on her EP of the same name (also on 
Invada) is quite reminiscent of Gyorgi 
Ligeti’s Kyrie from his Requiem, used in the 
Stanley Kubrick/Arthur C Clarke film 2001 A 
Space Odyssey in the scenes of the discovery 
of the obelisk on the moon.  

Charlie joined her band Thought Forms after 
responding to a music advertisement. The 
band, including fellow-guitarist Deej 
Dhariwal and drummer Guy Metcalfe, 

enjoyed a recent spell in the USA where they 
appeared in the Terrastock Festival in 
Providence, Rhode Island, and also played in 
Boston and in New York. The Festival was 
organised by Melksham music journalist Phil 
McMullen. 

Thought Forms can be seen at the Café 1001 
in Whitechapel London on 20th February, 
and at the Porter Butt in Bath on 17th March. 
Charlie can be seen performing solo at the 
Cube Cinema in Stokes Croft, Bristol on 31st 
March. You can also listen to the band’s 
music at www.myspace.com/thoughtforms 
and to Charl ie’ s solo tracks at  
www.myspace.com/silverstairsofketchikan. 
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March Editorial 

This month sees our announcement of a 
special competition for all children of 
primary school age. We are inviting Atworth 
children to write an article for the magazine,  
and to submit it for publication. Not only will 
the three best articles be published in the 
magazine, but there will be prizes of £15.00, 
£10.00 and £5.00 for first, second and third  
best articles, respectively.  

The article winning first prize will be 
published in the June issue, which we are 
planning to be a very special issue in more 
ways than one! The announcement and more 
details of the competition is on page 5.  

Readers may also be interested to know that 
Atworth now features on the West Wiltshire 
Community Web. The address of the Atworth 
information on the Community Web is: 

http://www.westwilts-communityweb.com/
site/Atworth-Parish-Council/ 

The information di splayed comes 
automatically from the Atworth Village 
website, which avoids duplicating the work 
involved in keeping it up-to-date, and ensures  
that all information is consistent across the 
two sites. Do please let us know if you would 
like to see more items on the site. 

If you have a friend or relative who has left 
the village, did you know that they can 
continue to receive the magazine by 
subscription? Perhaps you’d like to arrange a 
subscription as a gift? You can read about 
subscriptions to the magazine  on page 27. 

Finally, a warm welcome to the Atworth 
Village Magazine  team is extended to Anne 
L ightfoot. Anne is our fourth team member 
and will be concentrating on the fundraising 
rôle. This will enable us to be provide special 
features in the magazine from time to time, 
and will also help to secure the finances of 
the magazine.  

Kenneth Spencer, Editor. 

The Atworth Village Magazine 
Advertising rates & conditions 

per issue from 1st November 2006 

Size         Issues: 12 6 single 
Whole page £16.00 £16.25 £16.50 
Half page £8.00 £8.25 £8.50 
Quarter page £4.00 £4.25 £4.50 
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising pricing or availability please 
talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) or Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (adver tising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover date—copy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to 
“Atwor th Village Magazine” . 
Post: Mrs Penelope Laver 
 79 Bradford Road 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8HY 
Email: penelope.laver@talktalk.net 
Telephone: 01225 793062 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope with your payment. 

Distr ibution: to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Time Marches On 

My Grandchildren’s latest technical gadgetry, 
such as iPods, with their capacity to store 
hundreds of tunes, casts my mind back to 
what I may call the birth of “accessible do-
mestic technology” . 

From my early days as a lad new develop-
ments fascinated me, and this, I suppose, be-
gan with my first crystal set which I con-
nected to the metal springs of my bed, to act 
as an aerial. With this I was able to receive a 
signal from Daventry, when conditions were 
favourable. 

Then one day, thrill upon thrill, Dad cycled 
in with a real wireless strapped to the carrier 
of his bicycle. 

Here and there a few aerials were appearing 
in the village, the height and length of which 
gave a sense of “one-upmanship”  at least to 
us children. 

My parents soon managed to scrape together 
sufficient funds to purchase the required 
batteries to power the new acquisition—a 
2volt accumulator, a 100volt high tension 
battery and a 9volt grid bias battery. 

With the help of a neighbour, Dad erected an 
aerial, but its length and height greatly disap-
pointed me, it was not nearly as impressive 
as I had hoped, but in the event it proved to 
be quite adequate for its purpose. 

Of course, I must not forget the essential 
earth wire passing through a hole drilled in 
the window frame and connected to a rod 
driven some 12 to 18 inches in the ground. 

At that time the accumulator had to be taken 
into Melksham for charging as no such facil-
ity was available in Atworth. The wireless 
was to my mind really impressive, with three 
valves mounted on its sloping front. These 
gave out a gentle glow when the set was op-
erating. A bonus was the fact that it was con-
nected to a loudspeaker—big advance on 
headphones only. 

Oh, the sense of wonder and joy this gave 
me listening with bated breath to the pro-
grammes which were broadcast at that time 
from 8:00am-10:00pm, and the daily delight 
of Children’s Hour. It also brought sad news 

right into the home, and I well remember the 
day-long “ tick-tock”  broadcast upon the 
death of King George V. 

As I grew, I developed a great interest in 
electrical and radio technology, and when at 
secondary school I constructed my first one 
valve radio set, saw the potential and made 
several which I sold through advertisements 
in the Exchange and Mart. It seems that I 
had an eye for business. 

In the fullness of time I worked in the radio 
and Music shop of Arthur Spencer & Co in 
Melksham, then joined Post Office Tele-
phones as a telephone engineer at the Chip-
penham Exchange. In 1940 I was con-
scripted into the Royal Army Signals where 
I was soon appointed as a Forman of Signals 
with responsibility for training and mainte-
nance of communications in an armoured 
brigade. Upon demobilisation I was ap-
pointed lecturer at the Post Office Engineer 
Training School at Shirehampton. 

In the 1960s communication technology 
seemed to take off at unprecedented speed, 
and soon I was trailing behind trying to keep 
up, but surpassed by the fleet footed techni-
cal youngsters. 

Inevitably the time came to give up the 
chase, and now I just sit back and marvel 
when my grandchildren show me their latest 
acquisition of an iPod or whatever, or maybe 
I idly turn the pages of a technical journal, 
uncomprehending even much of the termi-
nology. 

I quietly smile, and feel sure that if they 
reach their 90th year, they will be in much 
the same position.  

Francis Lucas 

[We not only thank Francis Lucas for his 
contributions to our magazine, but also con-
gratulate him on reaching his 90th year later 
this month. Editor]  
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descriptions were superb. We heard of Jane’s 
personal interest in fashion, and her attempts 
to adorn her hat with artificial flowers and 
fruit found in a shop in Walcot Street. A 
happy evening was had by all. 
The next meeting of the History Group will 
be on Monday 5th March at 7:30pm in the 
Church Hall. A talk will be given by David 
Formby on “Countesses, Celebrities and 
Criminal Capers at Laycock” . 
The Museum at Poplar Farm will be open 
from 2:00-4:00pm on Sunday 25th Marchand 
again on Sunday 29th April. 

Betty Harvey 

The Atworth History Group met on Monday, 
5th February in the Church Hall, to hear a 
talk by Kirsten Elliott, entitled “Labyrinth 
and Lace” , on the life of Jane Austen in the 
Bath of the early 1800s.  
Jane Austen was born in 1775, and lived only 
until 1817. She chose to be buried in 
Winchester Cathedral, in her beloved 
Hampshire. Although her subject matter and 
personal experience may have been limited, 
her novels are noted for their social satire, 
irony and wit and for their fine observation of 
manners and morality. 
Jane had visited Bath many times prior to 
1801—her parents had been married in the 
old Walcot Church, and her aunt and uncle, 
Mr & Mrs Leigh Perrot lived on the Paragon. 
When her father, the Revd. George Austen 
retired from the living at Steverton (north 
Hampshire), the family moved to Bath, where 
they occupied five different rented houses 
during the following five years. Jane©s family 
(with seven children, including Cassandra her 
sister), was close and affectionate and all kept 
in touch over the years. 
Atworthians share with Jane the approach to 
Bath along the old Bath Road, now known as 
Kingsdown, and what a lovely view it was 
and is. Bath, bathed in sunshine is a most 
attractive city, clad in its Cotswold stone and 
framed by trees in their verdant green. 
Kirsten’s reference to labyrinths suggests that 
Jane had much pleasure in discovering Bath 
for herself—she was a great tracker. The 
main thoroughfares of the time were linked 
by narrow passages and many of the 
buildings with which we are familiar were 
there to be retained and described in her 
novels. Jane’s genius has come down to us in 
the form of her novels and letters. She 
showed her superb powers of observation and 
deduction, in particular, in two of her novels 
referring to Bath, namely Northanger Abbey 
and Persuasion and we see in them her satire 
and wit which characterise her style.  
The account of Jane Austen’s Bath was 
enhanced by slides, but Kirsten’s own 

Atworth History Group 

COMPETITION 
Atworth’s Children Write! 

Entries are invited for our “Atworth’s 
Chi ldren Wri te! ”  competi tion. The 
competition is open to all children living in 
Atworth, and of primary school age. We are 
asking for a hand-written article of 
approximately 500 words, which must have 
been written especially for the competition.  

We will accept articles on any subject, but if 
you are short of ideas, consider a fictional 
story (including an adventure, a fantasy or 
ghost story), write about a hobby or interest 
that you have, or write an account of an actual 
event in your life (such as a holiday). 

Parents or teachers may assist in advising on 
the choice of subject but the article must 
otherwise be written without adult help. 

We are offering a first prize of £15.00, a 
second prize of £10.00, and a third prize of 
£5.00. The three best articles will also be 
published in the magazine with photographs 
of the winners. The first prize article will be 
published in the June issue, which we are 
planning as a special issue in another respect. 

Full details and an application form will be 
available from the school, and from the 
magazine pages of the Atworth Village 
website at www.atworth.org.uk. 
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in next months Village Magazine explaining 
Dog Control Orders to residents and what the 
Parish Council is doing. The District Council 
would now put in hand.  
State of lane to Stonar The Clerk has received 
an interim written reply from the Highways 
Authority as to the ownership of the lane. It 
would take ‘a long time’  to establish 
ownership. In the meantime a covering of 
plannings would be provided to provide some 
improvement to the lane.  
Parish Notice Board at Village School A new 
board is in place thanks to Mr Bray. It was 
noted that the recent violent weather was 
destroying notices etc. The Clerk was asked 
to speak to Mr Bray to see if an improvement 
was possible. 
Meeting with Community Police The Clerk 
was having difficulty in setting up the 
requested meeting. However a possible way 
forward has been identified, that of 
combining it with the attendance of the 
Police at the Parish Meeting in March. The 
Clerk was asked to put in hand. 

Correspondence 

Atworth Village Green In response to a 
request that the Green be improved it was 
agreed; proposed David Webb, seconded 
Effie Gale-Sides,  that the Clerk write to the 
Highways Authority asking that a line of kerb 
stones be placed to prevent further erosion of 
the Green.  

Village Bus Stops The Parish Council 
considered the letter of complaint over the 
placing of Bus Shelters. It was agreed that the 
Clerk should write and explain what the 
Parish Council had said in its response to 
WCC’s proposed improvements.   

Repor ts 

White Paper ‘Strong & Prosperous 
Communities The Parish Council noted the 
actions of the County Council and the Note 
provided by the Clerk. 
Report on Melksham First AGM It was noted 
that this had been previously reported. 
Atworth Youth Club Annual Report The 
Parish Council were advised that Mrs King 

would provide each Councillor with a copy. 
Mechanised Biological Plant The Chairman 
summarised the meeting he had recently 
attended to explain the new process to be 
adopted by WCC from 2009. 

Planning Applications 

AT06/02622 59 Bath Rd, change of use to 
dwelling. Approved. 
AT06/02767 15 Nursery Close, realign fence. 
Permission 
AT06/03038 Red Cottage; Little Chalfield, 
ext’ . Permission 
AT06/03044 Church Farm, erect cattle 
building. Await decision 
AT06/03628 Churchfields School, new staff 
& admin area. It was understood that this 
application could be refused. The Clerk was 
asked to write to Councillor Chivers and ask 
for his support for this application which was 
vitally necessary. 
AT06/03747 56 Bath Road, internal alt’  to 
chimney. Await decision. 
AT05/00178 0ld Workmans Hall. Appeal 
against refusal. The Clerk was asked to write 
to the Planning Inspectorate supporting the 
appeal.  

Author isation of Cheques 

RBL, Wreath Remembrance Sunday £16.50 
English Landscapes, grass cutting.        £1077.12 
Churchfields School, safety bibs.             £40.00 
A Bray, School Notice Board.                 £184.00 

Approved; proposed Effie Gale-Sides, 
seconded David Webb. 

Any other  Business 

Effie Gale-Sides expressed concern over the 
riding of motor bikes at Mount Pleasant. 
This, plus the issue on parking on the corner 
of Mead Park to be added to the items for 
Council meeting with Police. 

Dates of Next Meetings: 

Wednesdays, 21st March 2007 in Village 
Hall after the Parish Meeting and on 16th 
May 2007 at 7:00pm 

The Meeting closed at 9:35pm. 
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ATWORTH WI 

Welcoming members to the first meeting of 
the New Year, on  Monday 15th January,  
Cynthia, our President, wished members and 
their families a happy & healthy New Year. 
Apologies were received, and Lesley read the 
report of the last meeting.  
Matters arising were on the agenda. 
Pam & Maureen were invited to give their 
accounts on the Countdown meeting at 
Devizes 10th January. 
Resolutions reports were put forward by the 
officers, answering the queries and questions 
after each report. 
Members were asked to vote for two of the 
following: 
 A.. Water saving 
 B.. Equality for the Homeless 
 C.. Renewables before Nuclear Energy 
 D.. Closing of Community Hospitals 
 E.. Carers Allowance 
The two with the highest  percentage of  
votes will go forward as Wiltshire vote. All 
other Counties will have their votes and we 
will be informed   of which resolution was 
chosen .  
Reports were received from Sub-committee 
members about future events. 
Report on the Countdown on the Milk 
Resolution going through: Meetings are to be 
held, hoping local farmers in milk production 
will attend. WI are concerned with pricing of 
milk the farmers receive. The first meeting in 
this area will be at Kington Langley on 24th 
April 2007. Contact WI House by email  on 
info@wiltshirewi.eclipse.co.uk or ring 01380 
739340, for full details.  
Frances presented the Treasurers report. 
Craft and Walk dates arranged. 
Litter picking throughout the village has 
taken place, although members were 
disappointed to see fly tipping in the copse at 
the top of the hill after the last clean up. 
Pam gave a report on the 2007/8 programme, 
then Cynthia then welcomed Mr Cattis to talk 
about Winter Gardens. 

Subscribing to the Magazine 

The Atworth Village Magazine is delivered 
free of charge monthly, to all Atworth homes.  
However, you may have friends or relatives 
who have moved out of the village and who 
wish to keep in touch with what is going on. 
In that case, it is easy to arrange for the 
magazine to be delivered to your friend’s or 
relative’s home anywhere in the United 
Kingdom, by taking an annual subscription.  
An annual subscription to the magazine also 
makes an excellent gift for the year! 
The rate for annual subscriptions renewed or 
taken out in 2007 is just £10.00 for 12 
months, including postage. Additional single  
copies can be purchased for £1.00 each. 
If you wish to take out a subscription for the 
magazine for delivery to an address outside 
the United Kingdom, please let us know the 
country and we will advise you of the cost. 
If you wish to arrange a subscription or have 
any questions about subscriptions, please 
email the editor at: editor@atworth.org.uk; or 
contact Julia Kirwan by email at: 
juliakirwan@waitrose.com or telephone her 
on 01225 703880. 

Mr Cattis introduced himself and said he got 
interested in winter flowers when reading a 
book about  winter gardening. He then visited 
many nurseries in the winter. 
We were shown slides from Anglesey Abbey 
gardens, cottage gardens and nurseries, with 
beds of snowdrops and other flowers ,grasses 
and shrubs etc.  
He said the history of many flowers came 
from other countries especially Europe.  
Snowdrops are one of his favourites and were 
probably brought into this country by the 
Romans in the 15th century.  
Lesley thanked him for bringing to life the 
lovely gardens through his slides. 
In replying,  Mr Cattis said he had brought a 
few plants of which members could purchase. 
We went home cradling an assortment of 
plants.  

Maureen Weston 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 17th January 2007 

Apologies Sonia Clark, Robert Floyd. 
Attending William Bird (Chairman), Steve 
Carnie, Bill Cooke, Effie Gale-Sides, Bob 
Hole, John Lambert & David Webb. 
Minutes The Minutes of the previous 
Meeting were approved without amendment; 
proposed Steve Carnie, seconded John 
Lambert, carried unanimously. 
Pr esentat ion Marion Rayner f rom 
Community First gave a presentation on the 
value of Parish Plans and the support, 
financial and process, that could be available. 
It is necessary that the Parish Council 
contribute 5% of the set up costs, averaging 
£2300. On past experience it would take 
15/18 months to complete. It would have an 
action plan spread over 5-10 years. It must be 
reviewed annually; the Annual Parish 
Meeting providing a useful opportunity. 
The Parish Council will consider at their next 
meeting.  

Matters Ar ising 
Affordable Housing Project The Parish 
Council noted that the Housing Society has 
indicated that due to limited access the 
identified land was not suitable. The Parish 
Council asked that Mrs Southall be asked to 
contact Neston Estate in the hope that a more 
suitable piece of land might be available.   
Village Web & Magazine The Chairman & 
Clerk have met meet with Ken Spencer. He 
has reserved a space on the Wiltshire 
Community Web Site. Information will be 
provided in the Village Magazine; once the 
links between the Parish Council element of 
the web site and the County & District sites 
are established. 
School Travel Plan  The Parish Council 
noted, with pleasure, the progress made on 
the Travel Plan and thanked the School 
Working Group, who were present at the 
Council Meeting, for all the work they had 
done. It was agreed; proposed John Lambert, 
seconded David Webb, that the Council 
should bid for a variable 20mph speed for 
Bradford Road. A copy of the Action Plan 

would be offered for inclusion in the Village 
Website so that residents could monitor 
progress. 
Transfer of Land to Parish Council  The 
Chairman reported that the transfer had taken 
place on 14th December 2006. Placing the 
Flag Pole could now go ahead. Steve Carnie 
offered to arrange but could not do before 
May. His offer was accepted. The placing of 
a bench on the land would require further 
though. The Chairman asked that Councillors 
come forward with suggestions on where was 
the best location.   
Parish Steward The Clerk has, again, met 
with the Parish Steward. The Steward is 
working in the Parish this week. The contact 
with the Steward is paying dividends. 
Accounts, Annual Return & 2007/8 Precept  
The Precept bid of £13,200 has been 
submitted to the District Council. The 
Balance Sheet and projected costs to year end 
were noted. Agreed; proposed Bob Hole, 
seconded Effie Gale-Sides, that the ½ year 
payment to the Village Caretaker be made.  
Donations  The Council noted that two 
applications for donations had been received. 
They will be considered at the next meeting 
of the Parish Council.   
Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant The 
Chairman reported that the District Council 
now claimed that the copse was the 
responsibility of West Wilts Housing Society. 
The Clerk has written to the Society asking 
that remedial work be undertaken as a matter 
of urgency. Effie Gale-Sides has arranged to 
meet Graeme Lawes of WWDC on site to 
discuss the state of the copse. The Chairman 
asked that Effie Gale-Sides keeps the Clerk 
informed on progress.  
Cheese & Wine Party Saturday 3rd March. 
The Chairman reported that the WI would 
provide refreshments. A number of people 
were identified to invite. The Chairman asked 
that David Webb help the Clerk with 
addresses etc to allow invitations to be sent in 
adequate time. The event would take place in 
the Village Hall commencing at 7:30pm. 
Local Authority Byelaws, Secondary Authority 
The Clerk read out a letter that would appear 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk]  

We extend a warm welcome to our weekly 
services to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Women’s Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for  boys and gir ls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 
After being out of the Chapel for several 
months due to internal alterations, the 
congregation have finally returned. Whilst all 
is not quite finished yet, all our services are 
being held there now. When all is ship-shape 
we will be holding an open morning, so 
anyone interested can just pop in for a cup of 
coffee and see what has been going on.  Look 
out for an invitation coming through your 
door in the coming weeks.  
Are you one of those that find time flies by 
too quickly?  It is a good job heaven will be 
for eternity (forever). You will be there won’ t 
you?   
Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 
Rodney Price 

Stampede Run 

As part of the Shaw & Whitley village fête on 
Saturday 19th May at 2:00pm and with the 
assistance of Avon Valley Runners, there will 
be a multi-terrain run over approximately six 
miles.  
Starting next to Shaw Playing Fields the run 
will head down to the A365 before turning 
off onto Mr Gidding’s farm track leading up 
through to Whitley Farm. The course then 
heads up to Littleworth Lane and onwards 
along the bridleway to Neston, where a 
drinks station will await those requiring a 
little sustenance. The run then follows the 
road downhill towards Atworth but turns off 
cross-country after Neston Court to Purlpit. 
There is a short uphill climb towards the Pear 
Tree before crossing the fields back down to 
the A365, up to Beltane Place and onto the 
finish at the Beeches. 
Entry to the event will be priced at £6.00 per 
runner – so just a pound a mile, with an extra 
£2.00 being levied on unaffiliated runners to 
cover insurance premiums. There will be a 
number of awards on offer to the first three 
men and women to cross the line, the first 
man and woman to finish in over-40, over-50, 
over-60 and under-20 age categories. As part 
of the village fête, there should be plenty to 
entertain the whole family, including 
children’s races, fairground attractions and a 
hog roast. Entries into the Stampede will be 
closed on 30th April and no entries will be 
accepted on the day. Entrants must be over 
the age of 15 on race-day to run and entry 
forms are available from Smith’s Stores, or 
by emailing wrinty@talk21.com or ringing 
703252 with your address, so that I can pop 
entry forms through your letterbox. 

Darren Wrintmore 

Atworth Youth Club News 

We have been notified by West Wilts District 
Council that banks for glass, paper and cans 
will be removed from sites like ours in 
March. A new arrangement will then enable 
recycling of cardboard and plastic from new 
banks on our site. Our income from last 
year’s collections will be guaranteed, at least 
for one more year. We are grateful to 
residents for all contributions in the past, and 
hope to receive your recyclable plastic and 
cardboard, for recycling  in the future. 

Mavis King 

Pencils for Malawi 

Members of Atworth Youth Club have 
collected over 600 pencils for donation by 
Stef Walker to Galston’s Malawi Aid   
charity. Stef took the pencils and some pencil 
sharpeners, on Tuesday 13th February. 

Mavis King 
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Atworth Village Hall & Recreation Ground 
Charity No. 305461 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of Atworth 
Village Hall & Recreation Ground will be 
held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 14th 
March 2007 commencing at 7:30 pm. 

The Village Hall &  Recreation Ground is a 
Registered Charity managed  by a small 
group of people (Trustees) elected each year 
at the AGM.  New village representatives are 
always needed on the committee which meets 
just six times a year. The Hall & Recreation  
Ground provide very important facilities for 
use by all in the Village and new Trustees are 
vital to ensure their future. 

The AGM is open to all residents in Atworth 
over 18 and the meeting will contain a brief 
report on the steady progress made in 
maintaining the hall and ground together with 
a full financial report.   

Please support the Trustees by coming to this 
short meeting. 

Derek Edwards 

Speeding through Atworth 

On Sunday morning 11th February a parent 
was interviewed on BBC Radio 4 regarding a 
growing tendency amongst the public to deni-
grate the use of Radar Speed Unit vans. The 
parent was strongly in favour of the Speed 
Units. His little daughter had been killed by a 
speeding car going through his village. A 
coroner said that the child would not have 
been killed had the driver kept within the 
speed limit. 
Here in Atworth, only thanks to pressure by 
residents and Parish Council, Wiltshire Con-
stabulary has done their best to prevent death/
accidents caused by speed driving through 
Atworth. They provide a Radar Speed Unit 
Van, but only occasionally as they are shared 
with other localities. The officers in this van 
have been subjected to abuse by some resi-
dents who accuse them of making money 
from motorists. Yet it is the law that motor-
ists must not exceed the limits which are set 
for safety! So these grumblers obviously 
think it is in order to break the law and risk 
lives and terrible injury. 
Last year at 5:23pm on June 2nd a motorcy-
clist sped down the hill from Pye Corner into 
Atworth. His registered speed was 93mph as 
he passed Fleetwood Rise. A series of photos 
ensured validity of the speed. 
The motorcyclist was traced and appeared at 
Devizes Magistrates Court on January 15th 
2007. He was fined £300 plus court costs of 
£35, and disqualified for three months. It did 
not even warrant a mention in our local pa-
pers – just a few words in the Western Daily 
Press which covers Devizes Court. 
Do readers consider this fair at 93mph through 
the village, at 5:23pm when kids, home from 
school, are making their way to the rec, or 
cycling up to the Bear Garage, or crossing the 
road to take the dog for a walk? What about 
the risk to our older residents? 
How many more vehicles do similar speeds 
when they see a long straight road in front of 
them, day in day out? Perhaps your com-
ments may boost the morale of the police 
who are shocked by the leniency of this par-
ticular crime. 

Mavis King 

Writing for the Magazine 

If you belong to an association, club, or soci-
ety in Atworth, why not send in reports of 
your activities each month for publication in 
the magazine? Reports of meetings are in-
cluded free-of-charge and are an effective 
way of making your association more widely 
known in the village. Your annual events 
programme can also be published in the diary 
and on the Atworth Village website. 
We also welcome correspondence and contri-
butions of a general nature, reminiscences, 
news of personal successes and events around 
the village. 
We prefer to receive all material electroni-
cally (email or CD), so as to avoid transcrip-
tion errors and to ensure that your work can 
be prepared in time for publication. If your 
item is longer than 150 words, electronic sub-
mission is essential!  
We look forward to hearing from you! 
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ST. MICHAEL’S, ATWORTH & CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW 

Inter -regnum Contacts 
Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals: please contact Brian Mitchell, 709317 or Chris Rees, 790119. 

Church Services for  March and Easter  2007 
4th March .......... Lent 2 .................................10:00am .........Parish Communion.........Atworth 
11th March ........ Lent 3 .................................10:00am .........Parish Communion............. Shaw 
18th March ........ Mothering Sunday .............10:00am .........Family Communion .......Atworth 
25th March ........ Passion Sunday .................10:00am .........Parish Communion............. Shaw 
Tuesdays 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th ...................... 7:00pm..........Said Communion................ Shaw 
1st April ............. Palm Sunday ......................10:00am .........Parish Communion.........Atworth 
5th April ............ Maundy Thursday .............. 7:30pm..........Stripping the Altar .............. Shaw 
6th April ............ Good Friday .......................10:00am .........Devotional Hour ................ Shaw 
7th April ............ Easter Eve........................... 9:00pm..........Lighting the Fire.............Atworth 
8th April ............ Easter Day ..........................10:00am .........Parish Communion.........Atworth 

Lenten Lunches and Suppers 

As previously, members of Atworth & Shaw churches are hosting simple lunches/suppers 
during Lent to raise money for our mission and other away-giving. With a choice of two 
homemade soups and/or cheese, we hope you will be able to go to one or more lunch (noon-
2:00) or supper (7:00pm). We suggest a £3.50 minimum donation per person, to the host/
hostess. It would help the host/hostess to know numbers, so please let them know that you are 
going. The dates  & venues and contact numbers are as follows: - 
February 22nd.. Derek & Betty Laister ..........4 The Beeches, Shaw.............702190 ........ lunch 
 27th... Marguerite Braithwaite........167 Bath Road Atworth.........706453 ........ lunch 
March 1st ..... Dianne & Clive Briggs.........4 Bath Road Shaw .................708840 ........ lunch 
 5th..... Isabel Boyle..........................180 Purlpit Atworth...............703603 ........ lunch 
 7th..... Daphne Crossman................194b Bath Road Atworth.......703123 ........ lunch 
 9th..... Juliet Bazeley .......................214 Corsham Road Whitley ..703651 ........ lunch 
 12th... Barbara Price........................92 Corsham Road Whitley ....708656 ........ lunch 
 14th... Pat & Bryan Moul ................41 Godwins Close Atworth ...706983 ........ lunch 
 16th... Dianne & Clive Briggs.........4 Bath Road Shaw .................708840 ...... supper 
 21st ... June Brickell ........................13 Grange Close Whitley ......703575 ........ lunch 
 23rd... Cynthia & Graham Canfield 4 Chapel Rise Atworth ..........703548 ........ lunch 
 27th... Jean Kain..............................Poplar Farm, Atworth............708813 ........ lunch 
 28th... Michelle Donald...................163 Bath Road Atworth.........706641 ...... supper 
 29th... Veronica & John Morris ......14 Kennedy Av. Whitley.......702970 ........ lunch 

Recycling Boxes 

Elderly or disabled residents who may have 
problems getting their recycling black 
boxes out to the pavement can ring Hills 
Waste on 0845 603 2085 and seek a special 
arrangement for their collections. 

Mavis King 
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Subscribe! 
If you have friends or relatives who 

have moved out of Atworth, and who 
would like to stay in touch with what is 
going on in the village, why not give 
them a gift of a year’s subscription to 
the magazine? Subscriptions taken out 
or renewed in 2007 cost just £10.00 for 

12 months (UK postage). 
Contact the editor or Julia Kirwan on 

juliakirwan@waitrose.com. 
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Atworth Babies & Toddlers Group 

Atwor th Babies &  Toddlers is a friendly 
group of mums from the village who have a 
baby or toddler. My next-door neighbour had 
to drag me there initially, being too shy to go 
on my own, but it has been a lifeline for me. 
My husband and I had been living in the 
village for just over a year before Josh 
(nearly two now) came along and I hadn’ t 
really got to know many people (other than 
work colleagues) as friends and family were 
in other parts of the country. 
By going to Atworth Babies & Toddlers, I  
have met lots of other mums from the village 
- some of whom were in the same situation as 
me. The children have lots of toys to play 
with – from soft cushions for the tiny babies 
to lie on at one end of the hall, to an indoor 
slide and trikes at the other end for the 
toddlers. Mums can sit and have a drink, 
biscuit and a chat, knowing that their children 
are safely playing. The two ends of the lovely 
big (and warm) hall are divided by tables and 
chairs for the children to sit with a drink and 
biscuit. We meet on Wednesdays from 10:00-
11:30am for £1.00 and the first visit is free! 
Over time I’ve attended more regularly and 
am now involved in running the group, which 
is a lovely way to say thank you and give 
something back. However, everyone helps in 
some way whether it’s opening up at the 
start, making drinks, supervising craft 
sessions, reading, singing, washing up or 
clearing away at the end of the session. 
As costs have to be met, we’ re holding a 
Table Top Sale in Atworth Village Hall on 
Saturday 10th March from 2:00-4:00pm. If 
you have items to donate, would like to 
volunteer to help on the day, or you’ re a new 
mum considering joining us, please call 
Glenys on 01225 899492. There will be  
bargains and refreshments and we hope to 
have a cake stall selling fresh cakes and hot 
and cold drinks so bring a friend and stay and 
have a natter over tea and a slice of cake! 

Please, please help us to raise much-needed 
funds for the group. 

Glenys Escott 

Atworth Pre-School News 

The children and staff returned to pre-school 
after the Christmas break in good spirits & 
with long lists of all the goodies Santa had 
brought! 

This term we have warmly welcomed Chris-
topher and his mum, Liz, to pre-school. 

The children have been studying Polar Ani-
mals, including making Polar Bears & deli-
cious Coconut Ice. (A very appropriate topic 
in view of the recent snowfall). 

They also looked at our weather and particu-
larly enjoyed visiting the recreation ground & 
looking at how the weather changes the world 
around them. 

Our regular visit to Mrs Genner at 
Churchfields, the Village School, was, as 
ever, a big success along with the opportunity 
to burn off some energy in Daisy Chain’s soft 
play area. Many thanks to all who made these 
visits possible. 

The term ends with the children making drag-
ons & tasting various Chinese dishes to cele-
brate Chinese New Year. 

We are planning an Open Day on Thursday 
22nd March at which we look forward to 
meeting any parents and their children who 
are due to start nursery education in the next 
few months.   

We want to show everyone what an asset our 
well established and friendly Pre-School is to 
the village.  

Please see our advertisement in this issue for 
full details of the Open Day, and our general 
advertisement for other details of the Pre-
school. 
Our play-leader, Mrs. Anne Rossiter, wel-
comes enquiries and visitors at any time. She 
can be contacted on either: 07840 704451 
(pre-school mobile) or 01225 705790 (home). 

Annette Walsh, Chairperson 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  

The now usual happy chattering throng met 
in the Corsham Community Centre for our 
February meeting – 52 of us which included 
three new faces. A brilliant pile of 
contributions: blankets, hats, sweaters, 
scarves – such a variety of patterns and 
colours to raise the spirits on a dull day. 

We are very lucky to have a duo of 
Margarets making tea and coffee – vital 
refreshments for dedicated chatters whose 
needles and hooks kept flying.  

Our Treasurer had worked valiantly since our 
last meeting producing the necessary receipts 
for the ‘Christmas lunch’  money which was 
being handed over –so now all that was left 
was for those members to look forward to 
Thursday 15th February at the Biddestone 
Arms. 

The Group is open to all who enjoy knitting 
and/or crochet or would like to learn. We 
meet on the first Thursday of each month 
from 10:00am to noon at the Corsham 
Community Centre, Beechfield Road.  

We always welcome new members: we 
supply the yarn, the needles, hooks, patterns, 
and tea or coffee – you bring a mug and a 
donation of £2 towards expenses. You will 
probably meet a friend and certainly make 
several. And we are always glad of wool. 

For further information please ring: 
Gwen Davies on 01225 810330 or  
Peg Smith on 01249 713879.  

Gwen Davies 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club 

Indoor League 

There has been only one match played since 
the last publication but the performance was 
obviously an inspiration to the England team 
in Australia. The Fleece beat Christian 
Malford Youth with a solid team 
performance. Everyone contributed either 
with bat or bowl or both. This brings the 
record to Played 7 won 2. We now enter the 
final round of matches to determine where we 
finish in the lower half of the table. 

The Field 

Despite the damp weather, members have 
been extremely busy at the field and the 
redundant pavilion has now been dismantled. 
The search goes on for a suitable 
replacement. The square and sightscreens are 
the next in line for treatment with the garage 
and new fencing being completed later in 
March and early April. 

Indoor Nets 

Indoor Nets are being held now at the 
Springfield Centre, Corsham 4:15–5:15pm  
on Sundays, £3.00. All are welcome. 

Howard Fountain 

Adver tise! 
 

You could advertise your goods or 
services in this space. Reach more than 
550 homes for only £4.50 for a quarter 

page for a single month, or for only 
£4.00 per issue for 12 months. 

 
Send your copy by 12th of the month 

preceding cover date to: 
editor@atworth.org.uk 
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A Letter from Rev’d Jill Perrett 
Vicar: Atworth with Shaw & Whitley 

On Wednesday 17th January 2007 I was 
delighted to receive the news that I was being 
offered the post of 
Priest-in-charge of 
Atworth with Shaw and 
Whitley with special 
responsi bi l i ty f or 
Secondary Education in 
the Melksham group. 
I knew that for myself 
and the f ami l y 
accepting this post 
would mean a whole 
l i f e - c h a n g i n g 
experience but I do believe that this is what 
God wants for us.   
Having been invited to tell you something 
about myself before I come and join you in 
the summer, here are some details:- 
My name is Jill Perrett and I am presently 
serving as a Curate in the Benefice of Mere 
with West Knoyle and Maiden Bradley, 
where I have been in post for four years and 
since April 2006 we have been in an Inter-
regnum. 
My background is in Social Sciences taking a 
degree in the subject and then a Diploma in 
Social Work. Through this I have worked in 
Residential Care for the elderly and with 
adults with Learning Difficulties. 
I am married to Tony and we have four sons, 
Andrew, Tim, Jon and David. 

Tony works for a Housing Association in 
Andover as Head of Property Maintenance. 

Andrew is at Leicester University, reading 
Chemistry but is presently on an Industrial 
Placement year working for GSK in 
Stevenage and will return to Leicester next 
year to complete his finals. 
Tim is 18 and is doing A Levels; Jon is 
taking GCSE’s and David the youngest is 
nearly a teenager and by the time you read 
this, will be! 
With four sons it’s hardly surprising to hear 

that the family takes a keen interest in 
football – I just try and keep up with football 
news- but we all love to play tennis. 

Since living in Mere, we have enjoyed the 
benefits of living in a 
rural community and 
the social activities that 
the community offers.  

W e hav e been 
supporters of the local 
amateur dramati cs 
group and our youngest 
son, David, is taking 
part in this year’s 
pantomime at the end 

of this month. 

Our other interests include walking and when 
we move, we hope to be able to explore the 
beautiful countryside that we know surrounds 
your villages. 
I also enjoy playing guitar and Tony and I 
have been involved with running a church 
youth group for the past two years.  
Having seen a snapshot of life in your 
communities through a very well thought out 
programme that the Churchwardens devised 
for us at the interview, which included a 
familiarization element, I can say that I am 
really looking forward with anticipation to 
living and sharing in community and church 
life with you all. 

In Christian friendship, 

Rev’d Jill Perrett 

Neighbourhood Watch 

On Saturday 17th February at 4:30am, milk 
was once again stolen from the doorsteps of 
Godwins Close. Four pints were taken, 
including a holder which was hidden behind 
flower pots. Three pints were taken from the 
doorway of a 90 year old lady with partial 
sight. Milk, cheques, and coupons have been 
stolen several times during January and 
February, always during the early hours. 

Mavis King 


