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Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 
Atworth Independent Church The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (termtime only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

� �� ������
Tuesday 1st 2:00-2:30pm Mobile Library  Shell Court 

Thursday 3rd May Local Elections  Polling station—Atworth Youth Club 

Tuesday 8th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Saturday 12th 10:00-noon Atworth & Shaw Churches  Plant Sale—Old Vicarage, Atworth 

Monday 14th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the Church Hall 
 “Nelson and Trafalgar” with Paul Body 

Wednesday 16th 7:00pm Atworth Parish Council Council Meeting in the Village Hall 

Saturday 19th from noon Atworth & Shaw Churches  Fête—The Beeches Shaw 

Monday 21st 
  7:30pm 

Atworth Women's Institute  
 Resolutions Meeting & Sales Table in the Village Hall 

Tuesday 22nd 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 27th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

Tuesday 29th 2:00-2:30pm Mobile Library  Shell Court 

� ��� ������
Saturday 2nd 
  evening 

Atworth & Shaw Churches  Christ Church, Shaw 
 Mendip Male Voice Choir 

Tuesday 5th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 
Wednesday 13th 7:30pm 2nd Computer Evening  

 What’s inside your PC? (please see page 4) in the Village Hall 
Atworth WI 
  Grace Methuen Group at Broughton Gifford village hall 

Monday 18th Atworth Women's Institute   Visit to the American Museum 

Tuesday 19th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 24th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum Open in the Poplar Farm Barn 

Tuesday  26th 2:00-2:30pm Mobile Library  Shell Court 

Submit your items for the June magazine to: magazine@ atworth.org.uk 
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock To wer View, Atworth SN12 8LJ 

Next copy date: 12th May 2007 

 

Atworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth 
Village Magazine 
May 2007 Volume 30 Number 9 

By kind permission: Jeannie Wilson 
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May Editorial 

From 9 to 90! What am I referring to? It is the 
age range of this months contributors. We 
were delighted to receive very nearly 20 
entries into our ����	������ !	�"�#	���$  
Competition.  

And we can announce that the winner of the 
First Prize is Natalie Day. Natalie’s article 
will appear in next month’s magazine. Natalie 
has won for herself a £15.00 music token! 
The Second Prize, a £10.00 book token, is 
awarded to Joe Bullock, for his illustrated 
explanation of the Water Cycle. You can read 
Joe’s article on page 19 of this month’s 
magazine. And the Third Prize, a £5.00 book 
token, goes to James Lewis Martin for his 
story about a fictitious Christmas Day. We 
will be inviting the three winners to receive 
their prizes later this month, and hope to have 
a photograph of them for next month’s 
magazine. 

And the 90 year old? Francis Lucas, a regular 
and welcome contributor is back this month 
with a brief account of his 90th birthday trip 
along the Nile—read his letter on page 24. 

Atworth Magazine Finance Person 

We have received the sad news (for us at 
least) that Penny Laver, our very able Finance 
Person, is resuming her legal career and will 
therefore have to give up her recently 
acquired career in village magazine finance 
management. Thus, we are seeking a 
volunteer to spend a few hours each week 
speaking to current and prospective 
advertisers, printing invoices and managing   
payments using our online accounts system, 
receiving and paying in cheques and 
arranging payments of suppliers. 

Penny has been a truly magnificent help in 
taking over the magazine, and I received her 
news with great regret. However, we 
understand her reasons and wish her well in 
her resumed career. 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor. 

 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions 

per issue from 1st November 2006 

Size         Issues: 12 6 single 
Whole page £16.00 £16.25£ 1 6 . 5 0 
Half page £8.00 £8.25£ 8 . 5 0 
Quarter page £4.00 £4.25£ 4 . 5 0 
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising pricing or availability please 
talk to Penelope Laver (Finance) or Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover date—copy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to 
“Atworth Village Magazine”. 
Post: Mrs Penelope Laver 
 79 Bradford Road 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8HY 
Email: penelope.laver@talktalk.net 
Telephone: 01225 793062 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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2nd Computer Evening 
Atworth Village Hall 

 Wednesday 13th June 7:30pm 

What’s inside your PC? 
 

Would you like to understand your PC 
(personal computer) better? 
We will show you what is inside your 
computer—you will see all the parts. 
We will explain in simple terms what they 
do and how they do it. 
No special previous knowledge will be 
assumed. 
Admission: adult: £5.00 under 18: £2.50p 
Admission includes coffee, biscuits & 
printed notes. 
We need a minimum number to cover our 
c o s t s ,  s o  p l e a s e  t e l e p h o n e  
Kenneth Spencer on 01225 707161 or 
email kas@kaspencer.com to book your 
place. 
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Correspondence 

First a letter  from Stef Walker, following up 
on her article on her visit to Malawi and her 
appeal for pencils: 

To: Mavis and the Atworth Youth Club 

Thank you very much for your recent 
collection of pencils, rubbers and sharpeners 
that were kindly donated to the Malawi Aid 
Development Charity. They will be very 
useful, and appreciated, as most children 
don't own a single pen or pencil! The 
collection is being sent from Galston in 
Scotland in the next container load. In 
addition, I received £45 in donations, from 
advertising a selection of books, which will 
also be put to good use. 

Thank you to everyone involved.  

Stef Walker 
... 

And, from the Clerk to Atworth Parish 
Council, Charles Boyle: 

Dear Residents, 

Re: Precept 2007/8 

I hope you will forgive me for, yet again, 
writing to you via the Village Magazine. The 
Parish Council has asked me to make clear to 
householders, who have recently received 

their Council Tax Bills for 2007/8, why there 
has been a significant increase in the Precept. 

I am sure you are aware that we are about to 
have local elections for Parish and District 
Councillors. Inevitably there is a cost to this 
exercise in democracy. If there is a contest 
for the Parish Council vacancies than the 
Parish has to bear the cost. The increase in 
the Precept, over and above any necessary 
increase to cover the cost of running the 
council, is to meet this potential cost.  

The District Council has advised us of the 
possible cost. It maybe that some of the 
money put aside will not be needed. In that 
case it will be put to the precept for 2008/9. 

Yours Faithfully 

Charles Boyle 
... 

And a letter regarding the forthcoming 
Parish Council elections: 

Dear Editor, 

Re.: Election of Parish Councillors 

I am both surprised and somewhat taken 
aback by the fact that of the 900-odd electors 
of this parish only three have put forward 
their names for election. 

Does this village really deserve such 
treatment? 

Yours 

John  Lambert 
... 

Finally, from the residents of Shell Court: 

Dear Editor, 

The residents of Shell Court would like to 
point out  that they did not appreciate the 
Japanese flag flying outside their premises. 

It is no good say9ng forgive and forget 
because forgetting is impossible especially 
for those whose husbands were there! 

Yours, 

Residents of Shell Court 

artistry. Centuries of neglect and vandalism 
could neither destroy  nor obliterate the glory 
of the past to be seen, for instance, in the 
Komb-Ombo temple and the trip to Abu 
Simbel. 

One was left awed and humbled by the 
achievements of those people so long ago—
then by the sadness of their final demise. 

All this was enhanced by the outstanding 
accommodation and warm friendships 
established in the SS Misr. 

Yes, I assure you that being 90 has had some 
very special privileges! 

Francis Lucas 

(Continued from page 24) 
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7” Digital Photograph Frame 
These Digital Photograph frames display images from Compact Flash, SD Card and 
Memory Stick, as well as USB memory stick. Images can be shown  in either widescreen 
(16:9) or standard (4:3) aspect ratios or landscape or portrait orientation. Simply plug in 
the card from your camera, or if you prefer, select your best pictures, tweak them in your 
PC for orientation and aspect ratio and contrast /brightness and put them onto a memory 
card to plug into your digital frame. You can set the time of display of each picture 
(from seconds to minutes), and choose how the pictures are changed.  

The frames will also play stereo MP-3 audio files or MPEG-5 video files direct from 
your memory card as they have built-in stereo speakers, and a headphone socket. 

Available in Black or White surround, with power supply and instructions. 
 

Please note: Memory cards 
are available separately. 

£67.00 each 
Free delivery in 

Atworth or Bathford. 
 

Ring 01225 707161 
Or 

Email kas@kaspencer.com 

Ninety and All That 

In 1918 a luxury Nile steamer, the SS Misr 
was built in Britain for King Farouk. 

Eventually it fell into neglect and disrepair, 
but two years ago it was taken over by 
Voyages Jules Verne, and restored to its 
former splendour and returned to passenger 
services on the Nile, providing luxurious 
accommodation for some 46 guests. 

At the beginning of March, as a special 90th 
birthday gift, I enjoyed an eight day trip on 
the Nile from Luxor to Aswan return, in the 
company of my son David on the restored SS 
Misr. 

It can only be described as a never-to-be-
forgotten trip—travelling in 20th century 
spendour through the evocative land of the 
pharaohs. 

A programme of shore visits to the 
outstanding antiquities of the area, 

accompanied by two extremely well educated 
and informed guides brought to life the whole  

area with one generation after another 
contributing to its culture with their 
unbelievable constructional skills and 

(Continued on page 25) 

Francis Lucas with his son David,  
boarding the SS Misr 
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the art correctly and provide extra heating to 
prevent it getting damp, but also to pay for 
experienced custodial staff. There were about 
40 houses involved and each dealt with a 
specific collection: e.g. the V&A’s collection 
went to Montecute House. Although the plans 
were laid in 1934, they were not carried out 
until the night of September 2nd 1939. 
The National Gallery’s 2000 pictures were 
taken to  North Wales by the LMS Railway in 
total secrecy, being the highest value cargo 
the railway had ever carried. Consequently 
there were armed guards on the train. 
When the owners of minor houses learnt what 
was being done they offered their properties, 
probably to avoid them being requisitioned as 
either billets or schools. 
The one exception to the evacuation of 
treasures was the Elgin Marbles, which were 
housed in a remote part of Aldwych 
underground station. Although the 
Government opposed underground storage, 
an exception was made and tunnels were built 
under the National Museum of Wales to store 
rare books from England and Wales. 
Early in 1940 the situation changed 
dramatically when Germany overran France  
and stationed bombers close to the coast 
making the safe houses vulnerable. The 
Government was also concerned about the 
National collection being housed at  Penryn 
Castle, where Lord Penryn was not treating 
his charges well. Reluctantly it was agreed 
that they could be stored underground: four 
air conditioned brick storage facilities were 
built in a vacated mine to do this. 
The art treasures survived and were returned 
to there respective homes after the war. 
David Webb announced at the meeting that 
he had been Chairman for 10 years and is 
now looking for a successor. He would like 
somebody  to come forward and take over 
this position in the near future although he is 
prepared to carry on for a further two years, 
after this period he will definitely stand down. 

GC, Atworth History Group 

On Monday 2nd April Nick McCamley gave 
a talk entitled “The Saving Of British 
Artworks in Wartime”. He was  introduced to 
the disused mines in the 1960’s when he was 
a teenager. He and a friend managed to 
remove a heavy grille from a mine at 
Monkton Farleigh and gain access, finding 
that it had been an ammunition store. The 
lighting still worked, and they were able to 
ride on the conveyors. This mine was sold, in 
a failed venture, but he then purchased it, 
finding that it had been gutted. 
The government anticipated war as early as 
1934. Money was short, but mines were 
requisitioned in the West Country initially as 
ammunition stores. Once hostilities started  
Lord Beaverbrook requisitioned virtually all 
the mines he could find throughout the 
country to convert to factories, many for 
aircraft components. The Bristol Aircraft 
Company moved underground at Corsham. 
and Royal Enfield took part of a mine at 
Westwood for its factory. Normally the 
factories worked two twelve hour shifts; 
workers saw very little daylight, and so had 
ultra violet treatment once a fortnight. 
The government, being concerned about  art 
treasures in the Museums and Galleries in 
London, did not want to take responsibility 
for their removal, but to control the timing, 
for fear of alarming London’s population. 
The Home Office and Treasury decided that 
they could not convert  mines as suitable 
underground storage for Art when they were 
unable to provide shelters for Londoners. 
Museums and Galleries were told to make 
their own arrangements, although the 
Government did dictate how far storage sites 
should be from London, based on the range 
of bombers flying from German airfields. 
A committee was formed from the museum 
and gallery principals and the ‘great and the 
good’ who offered their country estates as 
storage sites, under the impression that they 
would get financial assistance, as by this time 
many estates were run down. Not so; the 
government expected them not only to store 

Atworth History Group 
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Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly 
Held on Wednesday 21 st March 2007  

Apologies Councillors Steve Carnie, Robert 
Floyd, Bob Hole & Effie Gale-Sides   
Present Councillors William Bird, William 
Cooke, John Lambert, Sonia Clark & David 
Webb and 14 members of the Public. 
Minutes The Minutes of the Parish Assembly 
held on 15th March 2006 were read and 
signed by the Parish Council Chairman. 
Matters Arising  None 
Chairman’s Report This was read out, and 
will be on the Village website and Magazine. 
Police Report PCSO Ledbury described the 
policing arrangements for the Melksham area 
and the availability of police in Atworth. She 
confirmed that Atworth was a safe village to 
live in but, inevitably, there were outbreaks 
of petty vandalism. It was hoped to establish 
a satellite office for Melksham West that 
would assist public access to the police 
School Governors The Chair read her report. 
Atworth WI The WI Secretary read her report. 
Atworth Youth Club The Club Organiser 
delivered a report on the year’s activities and 

facilities available. The need for more 
support was emphasised. The report was 
supplemented by a member of the Club. 
Village Magazine and Web-Site; The Editor 
read his report to the Assembly. 
Village Hall Trustees: The Chairman of the 
Trustees reported that it had been a busy year 
with further improvements to both the Hall 
and the Recreation Field. The facilities are 
well used and income covers running costs. 
He thanked the Parish Council for their 
financial support and to all who have 
supported during the past year. 
Atworth History Group David Webb reported 
a regular attendance including a number of 
people from outside the village. The Group 
were indebted to Professor Dowdeswell for 
its formation, and has, through Gemma Jay, 
helped people with family history enquiries. 
Bank & Building Society Balances 21/03/2007 
Reserve Account (formerly Sinking Fund) £6013.77  
Bank Balance £5841.71. The net value of the 
Parish including fixed assets was £34862.97 
Presentation of Certificates The Chairman 
explained that the Parish Council thought it 
appropriate that, from time to time, residents 
who had given much to the benefit of the 
Parish should be recognised. He was 
delighted to present certificates to Mrs Mavis 
King for all that she had for the community 
particularly the Youth Club and Village Hall 
and to Mr David Webb for his life long 
commitment to the Parish Council. 
The third recipient, Mr Chris Rees, was 
unable to attend. The Chairman thanked him 
for his incredible amount of work as 
Chairman of Governors for Atworth CP, now 
Churchfields, School and the successful 
formation of the federation with Monkton 
Farleigh & South Wraxall Schools. Mr Rees‘ 
certificate will be presented separately . 
Any Other Business 
The question of progress on establishing a 
zebra crossing in the village was raised. The 
Chairman described the Council’s efforts and 
the work of the School Travel Plan Group 
towards obtaining a crossing. He hoped that 
there would be better news this time neat 
year. 
There being no more business the meeting 
closed at 8:00pm. 
Charles Boyle , Clerk to APC 

“I don’t know”, replied Keira. 
“Mum, this doesn’t seem like my birthday“, 
said Ellie, “can we go to the chocolate shop?” 
“OK get in the car.” Ellie was so exited she 
forgot to put her seat belt on. 
“Ahh!” screamed Ellie “I haven’t put my seat 
belt on.” 
“Don’t worry were nearly there. Ellie what 
did you want?” asked Keira. 
“Chocolate, but its all sold out”, replied Ellie. 
“Why didn’t you say we’ve got lots at 
home”, said Keira. 
“Okay” replied Ellie. 
“Now remember to put your seat belt on this 
time Ellie.”  
When Joe got home it was Christmas Eve but 
Ellie had so much fun on her birthday she 
didn’t have time to write a letter. So she 
didn’t do a letter, and didn’t get any presents. 
(John did). They all had a wonderful time. 
That is the story of Christmas Day. 

James Lewis Martin 

(continued from page 21) 
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ATWORTH WI 

Our monthly meeting and Annual General 
Meeting were held on Monday 19th March. 
The present committee was re-elected with 
the exception of one member who no longer 
wished to stand. Our new President is 
Maureen Weston. Many thanks to Cynthia 
Canfield for her hard work as President for 
the past three years. 
The AGM resolution, which was proposed by 
the Wiltshire Federation, is to oppose the 
closure of Community Hospitals. 
After the official AGM business had been 
concluded, we were entertained by the 
Trowbridge-based female-voice choir, 
“Philomel”. They sang beautifully, ten 
unaccompanied songs. 
We have craft afternoons planned on 27th 
March and 27th April, when we will continue 
knitting for “Operation Christmas Child”. 
Our next walk is planned for Tuesday 10th 
April and we are visiting Cadbury Garden 
Centre on 20th April. 
The next meeting will take place on Monday 
16th April at 7.30 p.m., when we will hear a 
talk from Sue Wilkin from the Trading 
Standards Office. 

Pam Loosemore 

The St Laurence Singers’ Japanese 
Exchange 

Having freshly returned from a fantastic trip 
to Japan and performed in a highly successful 
concert in Kurume City, Fukuoka, less than a 
week before, it was an honour and a pleasure 
to welcome six Japanese exchange students 
into our village. Azusa & Hitomi, hosted by 
Sarah White and her family; Aya & Jo hosted 
by Nancy Vost and her family; Saori, hosted 
by Anna Horton and her family; and Hiromi, 
hosted by myself and my family, all thor-
oughly enjoyed their time in Atworth and 
have expressed interest in returning one day! 
The four members of the choir who live in 
Atworth would like to say a big ‘thank you’ 
to Steve Jordan for providing the Japanese 
flag for the week. This was a very nice sur-
prise for our visitors and it certainly made 

them feel  most welcome to our village. Like 
our time in Japan, our friends’ trip was fun-
filled and exciting, culminating in the bril-
liant “East meets West” concert in the Wilt-
shire Music Centre on 28th March. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all who supported the St Laurence Singers 
during the preparations for the trip. If you 
attended either of the coffee mornings in May 
and September of 2006, or supported any of 
our concerts, my sincere thanks go to you. 
Without the support of our parents, families 
an the village in general the exchange would 
not have been possible and dozens of friend-
ships could not have been made. 

Arigatou gozaimasu! (Thankyou very much) 

Tom McMahon 

Six young Japanese singers visit Atworth 
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Christmas Day 

Once upon a time there were some parents 
and some kids. The parents were called Joe 
and Keira. The kids were called John and 
Ellie. John was nine and Ellie was five. It 
was six days to Christmas and the kids were 
very excited. Ellie said “I can’t wait to 
Christmas and my birthday” (It was her 
birthday the next day). 
Then it was night time but Ellie couldn’t get 
to sleep because she was so excited. So she 
got out of bed and was going to tell mum and 
dad, but they were fast asleep. So she went to 
tell John but he was fast asleep as well. So 
she went down stairs to watch TV but it was 
morning by then. So she opened her presents 
one by one. 
Ellie moaned and said “I’m tired because I 
didn’t get to sleep last night”. Keira said 
“Poor you”. Then everyone sang “Happy 
Birthday”. 
“Thank you” Ellie said. “Is it nearly breakfast 
time? Can I open my 20th door on the advent 
calendar? My advent calendar chocolate is an 
Angel! This is the best birthday I’ve ever 
had.” 
Ding! Dong! – John answered the door. It 
was the postman. “Is Ellie in?” 
“Yes, she’s coming right now.” 
When Ellie got to the door the postman 
started to sing “Happy Birthday”. 
“How did you know it was my birthday?” 
asked Ellie. 
“Ahh, I never tell secrets.” The postman 
replied. “Oh! I nearly forgot. Here’s your 
birthday present and some birthday cards. 
Happy Birthday. Bye Bye.” 
BANG! 
John said “Don’t slam the door”. 
Mum and Dad asked “Where would you like 
to go today?” 
“Nowhere. I want to watch TV” 
“You can’t. Joe is taking the TV to be fixed.” 
“Then I will stay on the computer all day.” 
“OK” 
After a while Ellie felt tired and a little sick. 
“Mum, Dad, John I feel sick. Silly me—

Dad’s not here.”  
Mum came rushing in with a bowl but John 
took no notice. Luckily mum was just in 
time. Oh dear I’d better phone Joe up. 
Ring Ring. 
“Mum” John said. 
“Shhh” Keira said “I’m on the phone.” Joe 
picked up his phone. 
The voice said “Hi its Keira Ellie has just 
been sick what shall I do? All I’ve done is 
given her a bowl.” 
“Well you shouldn’t have—something bad 
might happen.” (Of course nothing 
happened). “Bye bye. Poor Ellie, it’s very 
sad.” 
“Mum” Ellie said. 
“Mum” John said. Ding Dong. Can you get 
that?” 
“Ok.” It was Dad. 
“I wasn’t sick it was a burp” Ellie said. When 
Joe got home he brought some medicine. 
“Dad it was just a burp its OK” said Ellie. 
John asked Dad if they could play footy in 
the garden. 
Joe replied “OK”. 
“Yippee”, John said. John tripped over and 
badly hurt himself. It hurt so much he had to 
go to hospital. 
Frederick asked “what’s wrong?”. 
“Well he tripped over and badly hurt himself” 
replied Joe. 
“Frederick, its OK my foot doesn’t hurt any 
more.” said John. “Dad, can I race you to the 
door?” 
“OK” Joe replied. On the way, John twisted 
his ankle again: “Oow!”. 
He was pretending. When Joe got to him 
John started running again. “Oh yeah I won.”  
John had to stay in hospital for 2 more days. 
Dad lost his car keys and was too far to walk. 
Finally he got a taxi. When Dad got in he wet 
himself and got kicked out. He fell asleep in 
the road holding up the biggest traffic ever. 
When he was dreaming he walked into a 
lamppost. 
“Where is Dad?” said Ellie. 

(continued on page 23) 



Atworth Village Magazine—May 2007 Page 20 

Visit the  NEW village web site at  www.atworth.org.uk—tell us what you think! 

Atworth Village Magazine—May 2007 Page 9  

Send your news, articles and notices to magazine@atworth.org.uk 
 

ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our weekly services to 
all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Women’s Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 
Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 
As each term draws to a close we endeavour 
to hold a Family service for the boys and 
girls of the Bible Club. This was held on 
Palm Sunday morning, when our visiting 
speaker was Revd John Hancock from 
Warminster.  A good number of the children 
were able to come along with some of their 
family members.  There was a lot to pack 
into the hour long service. 
Through a quiz the youngsters showed the 
congregation what they had learnt in recent 
weeks - Jesus was different and He can make 
us different too. Some of their favourite 
songs were sung as well. 
Mrs Hancock enthusiastically told us, from 
her wheelchair, how a group of girls from 
their estate come to her home to do craft 
work and she showed some very nice cards 
which had “twilled” pictures on them, taking 
a lot of patience to do.  After a while, Mrs 
Hancock told us, the girls asked to see some 
of the books she had around her home.   
Surprise, surprise, most were Christian books 
and the girls asked about them and soon 
wanted to know more, so their time is now 
spent between craft work and Bible stories.   
The meeting was rounded off by Rev 
Hancock sharing with us the significance of 
Palm Sunday. 

Atworth Youth Club News 

We will now enjoy a Spring programme, with 
time spent on Atworth Rec’ for tennis 
coaching, rounders and informal football. A 
trip to Splashdown Towers in Poole is 
planned for mid-May.  

Thanks to the Baker family, AYC has 
acquired a Basketball Stand. Mr Bray has 
installed this for us on our tarmac area. This 
will provide game practice all year round, 
when it is too dark to be in the Rec’. 

Football! Two members, Peter White and 
Ricki Bills, have started Saturday morning 
informal football at 11:00am until 1:00pm on 
the Rec’. If this takes off, we will start 
official practice to re-introduce a Youth Club 
football team. 

Mavis King 

Many passers-by will have noticed 
“something has been going on” at the Chapel 
in recent months. 
We are pleased to say this planned work has 
now been completed (although much more 
could be done). 
To celebrate this completion, we are holding 
an open morning on Saturday 12th May from 
10:30am and noon when anyone can come in, 
have a look around and enjoy free light 
refreshments. 

Rodney Price, Secretary 

Atworth Recreation Ground 

Atworth Rec’ is a jewel in the centre of our 
village. New residents may not be aware 
that it is a charity, cared for by the Trustees 
of Atworth Village Hall. The Trustees 
comprise elected persons from organisations 
using the hall and Rec’, and village 
representatives. Funding for maintenance 
and renewals comes from hall booking fees 
and grants when possible. Atworth Parish 
Council give valuable help by financing the 
grass cutting which costs over £1,000pa. 
The Rec’ is not subsidised by the District 
Council. 
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The Water Cycle 

Water is the only thing that can be in the 
three states: solid (ice), liquid (water) and gas 
(water vapour) at the same temperature. 

70% of the earth’s surface is covered by wa-
ter: a single drop of water has been going 
around in a cycle for 4,600 million years. 
Humans can only survive for four days with-
out water. 

How the Water in the Cycle begins 
Most of the earth’s water is in the oceans, 
seas, rivers and lakes. When a drop of water 
goes into the sea it warms up because the air 
is slightly warmer over the seas. When the 
sun heats this causes the water to evaporate 
up into the earth’s atmosphere where it be-
comes water valour. Up in the air tiny water 
droplets form together, making clouds. 
Where the Water ends up 
When the water is in the clouds it becomes a 
liquid or a solid: the reason that this happens 
is because the  when the wind blows it cools 

Environmentally Speaking 

Due to factors such as loss of habitat, our 
beautiful bumble bees are in serious decline, 
and many varieties have become extinct.   
The demise of bumble bees could have a 
serious effect on our food! They are needed 
to pollinate many crops such as runner beans 
and raspberries. Without them there would be 
few or no beans or raspberries to harvest. 
Here in Atworth red-tailed bumble bees have 
been busy collecting pollen from the early 
plum blossom. The early bumble bee has a 
short life-cycle, and has been known to nest 
in small bird boxes throughout the winter, 
and begins hibernation again in June. Most 
bumbles find holes in the ground hidden by 
banks of undergrowth. Their true name is 
‘Bombus’ which over the centuries has been 
pronounced as ‘bumble’. 
Bumbles now need conserving  - they are an 
important part of our ecosystem, and sadly 
very sensitive to environmental change.  We 
can help by planting bluebells, rosemary, 
geraniums, and honeysuckle and early plum.   
It is a wonderful sight to see bumbles floating 
over the garden in early spring. For more 
information you can visit www.bumblebee-
conservationtrust.co.uk. 

Mavis King 

The Water Cycle 
How water evaporates from the sea, forms 

clouds of water vapour, condenses over 
mountains to fall as rain to return to the sea. 

down the water vapour. When the clouds get 
to mountains, the water condenses, which 
means the water vapour becomes liquid. Next 
the water falls as snow, hail or rain. 
How the Cycle Starts Again 
After it has rained on the mountain water 
runs down into rivers or lakes. After that the 
river comes out into the sea and then the cy-
cle carries on: evaporating, condensing and 
raining. That is how water travels. 

Water is a fantastic thing: it keeps animals 
alive and allows plants to grow. There is 
never any new water that come into our 
worls. It is amazing to think that the water we 
drink has been around since the beginning of 
the world! 

Joe Bullock 
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ST. MICHAEL’S, ATWORTH & CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW  

Inter-regnum Contacts 
Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals: please contact Brian Mitchell, 709317 or Chris Rees, 790119. 

Church Services for May 2007 
6th May ............. Easter 5 ............................... 10:00am ......... Parish Communion ......... Atworth 
13th May ........... Easter 6 ............................... 10:00am ......... Parish Communion .............. Shaw 
20th May ........... Easter 7 ............................... 10:00am ......... Family Service  ............... Atworth 
27th May ........... Pentecost  ............................ 9:00pm .......... Parish Communion .............. Shaw 
Tuesdays 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd 29th ................. 7:00pm .......... Said Communion ................. Shaw 
Tuesday 22nd ... Bible Study .................... 7:30-9:00pm ......  ...... at 89 Corsham Road, Whitley 

As you will have seen from the posters 
around the villages, the day of the Fête and 
Stampede is fast approaching. The organisers 
aim to create a fun day out for all the family - 
especially the children - and we hope that as 
many of you as possible will come and join 
in the fun. Entry & programmes are FREE! 

The Fête starts at noon and the first of the 
children’s races will take place soon 
afterwards, so make sure you bring the 
children along early to register. There will be 
fun races as well as straight racing, with 
different age groups and prizes. A Line 
Dancing display, by ’Lazy Boots’ and music 
by the West Wiltshire Junior Wind Band will 
provide enjoyable interludes between races.  

The usual fairground attractions will be there: 
bouncy castle, roundabout, swing-boats, 
inflatable slide, hoop-la,  and a chance to test 
your strength with the hammer. For older 
children we have the popular tractor trailer 
rides. Young and old alike can also vent their 
frustration in the plate & piano smashing tent. 

As this is hungry work, you will want to  visit 
the village hall, where they will be serving 

teas, coffee, soft drinks, sandwiches and 
cakes, or the many stands selling pancakes, 
flapjacks, hot dogs, chips and ice cream. 

Don’t be too far from the arena from around 
2:45pm as the leading runners in the  Shaw & 
Whitley Stampede should be arriving back 
about then and you won’t wish to miss the 
excitement of the final run in. The arena will 
also be the place for handing out prizes and 
drawing the raffle. With the £100 cash as the 
top prize and many other valuable prizes 
kindly donated by local businesses, it is 
certainly worth buying tickets for the raffle at 
only 20p each (also available from Smiths PO 
and Stores, Top Lane, Whitley). 

Other local businesses have also sponsored 
the Fête and without their help we wouldn’t 
have been able to get this event off the 
ground, to raise money for the upkeep of the 
village hall and playing fields. In particular  
we thank Pocock Poultry, Hale Veterinary 
Group, Kitchens by Design and Bill 
Embleton, and those local organisations who 
are running stalls at the Fête. 

Dianne Briggs 

Shaw & Whitley Village Fête & Stampede 
Saturday 19th May at The Beeches, Shaw 

                Grand Plant Sale 

Atworth & Shaw churches are holding their 
Grand Plant Sale on 12th May. As the new 
Vicar has not yet arrived the vicarage in 
Shaw is not available this year, and so it will 
be held at the Old Vicarage in Atworth—just 

opposite St Michael’s. We are grateful to 
Jenny and Mike Wilson for allowing us the 
use of their lovely garden for this event. 
There will be lots of interesting plants at 
bargain prices, and refreshments, cakes and a 
raffle from 10:00am to noon. 
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with the Group Treasurer to affect transfer. 
Planning input by Parish Council The 
Council agreed, in response to consultation 
by the District Council, it would continue to 
explain its reasons when it supported, 
questioned or objected to a planning 
application. The Clerk will reply accordingly. 
Reports  None 
Planning Applications 
AT05/00178 0ld Workmans Hall. Appeal 
against refusal. Result of appeal awaited 
AT06/03628 Churchfields School, new staff 
& admin’ area. It was understood that this 
application could be refused though the 
Parish Council had not been informed. A 
letter to the District Councillor supporting the 
application had been sent. 
AT07/00132 1 Pye Corner. Porch to rear. 
Approved 
AT07/00516 Great Chalfield Manor, new 
shutters. Await decision 
AT07/00516 3 Pye Corner, demolition of and 
replace extension. Await decision 
AT07/00636 11 Mead Park, demolish garage 
erect extension. Await decision, the Parish 
Council had objected to this application.  
Authorisation of Cheques 
RBL Wreath Remembrance Sunday ... £16.50 
English Landscapes grass cutting .... £1077.12 
Churchfields, safety bibs ..................... £40.00 
A Bray school notice board ............... £184.00 
Approved; proposed David Webb, seconded 
John Lambert. 
Any other Business 
Village Bier David Webb explained that this 
required some wood preservative. It was 
agreed that the Caretaker be asked to 
undertake as an additional task and cost. 
75a Bradford Road. John Lambert queried 
whether working outside these premises was 
allowed. The Clerk was asked to write to the 
Planning Authority and enquire. 
Rubbish Bins. The Council noted that the 
request to replace damaged bins had been 
meet by the District Council. The Dog Bin 
remained to be provided.  
Dates of Next Meetings 
Wednesdays, 16th May 2007 and 18th July 
2007 at 7:00pm in Village Hall 
The Meeting closed at 9:55pm. 

the creation of a satellite office for Melksham 
West communications would improve.  
Atworth Village Green As reported the kerb 
has been requested but depends on the School 
Travel Plan. 
White Paper ‘Strong & Prosperous 
Communities’ The Parish Council noted the 
County Council actions; a decision is awaited. 
Atworth Youth Club Annual Report The 
Parish Council noted that the Clerk has made 
an insurance claim arising from recent 
weather damage. 
Correspondence 
55 Bath Rd, car parking The Clerk read out a 
letter from the owner complaining about 
perceived unequal treatment over vehicle 
parking and use of side gate. It was 
acknowledged that, due to illness, the parking 
of builders vehicles had not been pursued but 
that was the only reason. As to the side gate; 
it had no right of access it having been 
illegally opened up by a previous owner. A 
debate on the allocation of car parking spaces 
was concluded by a unanimous decision; 
proposed Bill Cooke, seconded John Lambert 
that the number of spaces be reduced to one 
per household, one councillor withdrawing 
due to declaration of interest. The Clerk will 
write to the house owners accordingly. 
Speeding on West Hill/Purlpit In response to 
a letter from a resident of West Hill the 
Parish Council asked the Clerk to copy it to 
the Clerk for Melksham Without, write to the 
District Councillor asking for his assistance 
and to approach the Highways Authority 
seeking their assistance. 
Invitation to tour Police Incident Response 
Unit The Parish Council welcomed the 
invitation. The Clerk was to ask that 10 
persons attend to include Councillors and 
Neighbourhood Watch. 
Winding up of Atworth Together 
Environmental Group It was agreed; 
proposed William Bird, seconded John 
Lambert that the Group should cease. The 
monies held by the Group Treasurer would be 
transferred to the Parish Council; that money 
would be accounted for separately. It would 
require a resolution placed before the Parish 
Council for the money to be used for any 
other activity. The Clerk was asked to liaise 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  

The very best of spring mornings did not 
deter members from thronging to the 
Community Centre–bags bulging with lovely 
donations destined for the Ukraine.  We have 
three new members – including one who had 
been a regular ‘outworker’ now happy to join 
the chattering, busy crowd. 

We felt this month’s pile of handiwork 
exceeded anything we had produced in the 
past. The new project - the fingerless mitts - 
had encouraged lots of busy and imaginative 
work – we only have to make another 1,767 
mitts to reach our total of 2007! 

Despite the fact that we were in a larger 
room, we still had to find extra tables to 
accommodate our ‘tea/coffee’ table, our 
Information table – with photos taken of our 
last meeting and a Display table – showing 
the patchwork Â throw completed by our 
associated Corsham Craft Group now being 
raffled in aid of Wiltshire Air Ambulance. 

The Group is open to all who enjoy knitting 
and/or crochet or would like to learn. We 
meet on the first Thursday of each month 
from 10:00am to noon at the Corsham 
Community Centre, Beechfield Road.  

If you come alone you will certainly make 
new friends and meet up with old ones! We 
are delighted to welcome newcomers to our 
Group (this is why we are pleased to be in a 
larger room): we supply the yarn, the 
needles, hooks, patterns, and tea or coffee – 
you bring a mug and a donation of £2 
towards expenses. You will probably meet a 
friend and certainly make several. And we 
are always glad of wool. 

For further information please ring: 
Gwen Davies on 01225 810330 or  
Peg Smith on 01249 713879.  

Gwen Davies 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club 

Field Maintenance Preparations are well on 
the way to ensure the field and square are 
ready for the coming season. Members have 
been busy rolling, cutting and digging. Soon 
the garage and pavilion will be erected in 
their new positions. Although it will take 
time for the field to reach its best, it will be 
more than adequate for the playing and 
spectating of this beautiful game. (At least as 
beautiful as we can make it!) 

Fixtures Fixtures for May are: 

Sunday ......... 29th April ..... Erlestoke .. Away 
Sunday ............ 6th May ... Royal Oak .. Home 
Wednesday ..... 9th May . B Cannings .. Away 
Sunday .......... 13th May ....................  ....... tbc 
Wednesday ... 16th May .... Porterbutt .. Home 
Sunday .......... 20th May .... S Wraxall  . Home 
Wednesday ... 23rd May . B Cannings .. Home 
Sunday .......... 27th May ....................  .... Tour 
Wednesday ... 30th May ............. JSU .. Home 

Howard Fountain , Club Captain 

Bonfires 

Good Friday was a beautiful day – windows 
& doors were open to the warm sunshine. At 
5:00pm as tea was being enjoyed outside, 
bonfire smoke drifted across gardens, through 
open windows, causing misery in parts of 
Atworth. 

Local authorities hold legislation requesting 
that bonfires should not be lit until dusk.  
Persons lighting garden fires near to a road or 
at any time before dusk, can be visited by an 
Environmental Health Officer and cautioned.    
The smoke can be carcinogenic (cancer-
producing). The lightest breeze can cause 
smoke to drift in several directions, and mar 
the lives of persons inside or outside their 
homes. There should be no need for bonfires 
– everything can be disposed of either 
through composting, or in green or grey bins. 
Please consider the harm you are doing, if 
you are tempted to ‘light up’. 

Mavis King 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 21st March 2007 

Apologies: Robert Floyd, Effie Gale-Sides, 
Steve Carnie & Bob Hole. 
Attending: William Bird (Chairman), Bill 
Cooke, Sonia Clark, John Lambert & David 
Webb. 
Minutes: The Minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved with one amendment; 
proposed David Webb, seconded Bill Cooke, 
carried unanimously  
Matters Arising  
Parish Plan Grant Scheme It was agreed that 
a decision on this item would be better 
informed by the outcome of the bid for a 
unitary authority by WCC. It was agreed to 
postpone consideration to the July meeting of 
the Council. 
Affordable Housing Project The Parish 
Council noted that Mrs Southall has asked 
Neston Estate in the hope that a suitable piece 
of land might be available.   
Village Web & Magazine Mr Ken Spencer 
has now established a link into the Wiltshire 
Community Web Site.  
School Travel Plan  The Parish Council noted 
that WCC had acknowledged the bid for a 
variable speed limit in Bradford Rd and 
kerbing the Village Green. The Travel Plan 
was in its final revision. It was noted that the 
article in a recent edition of the Melksham 
News was, in some respects, inaccurate. 
Transfer of Land to Parish Council  The 
Chairman reminded the Council that the 
erection of the second flag pole must await 
Mr Carnie’s availability, probably May. It 
was concluded, after debate, not to place a 
bench on the site.    
Parish Steward The Council welcomed the 
steady improvement of the new scheme. A 
meeting with the Highways Authority is due 
next month. 
Accounts, Annual Return & 2007/8 Precept 
The Precept bid of £13,200 has not been 
acknowledged by the District Council. 
However it is reflected in Council Tax 
Statements. The Balance Sheet for 28th 
February was noted. The Parish Council were 
pleased that the previous clerk, Mrs Debbie 
Martin, had agreed to deputise for the Clerk 

between 29th March & 30th April. An 
honorarium of £225 would be provided 
approved unanimously; proposed Bill Cooke 
seconded John Lambert. The Clerk was asked 
to put a note into the Village Magazine to 
explain why the Precept had risen for 2007/8. 
Donations The Council reviewed its policy 
on donations and concluded that it remain 
unchanged. Donations previously approved 
in the Precept for 2007/8, would stand.    
Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant The 
Chairman reported that it had been finally 
established that the District Council are 
responsible for the copse. The Clerk will seek 
voluntary/community aid in a bid to reduce 
the cost of clearing and making good, in an 
effort to encourage the District Council to 
apply some urgency to the task. The Clerk 
was asked to write to the District Councillor 
to obtain his support in getting WWDC to 
clear the rubbish eg milk bottles, dumped 
here & elsewhere, in the Parish by fly tippers. 
Cheese & Wine Party, Saturday 3rd March 
The Chairman thanked the WI for their work 
in providing the refreshments. He had 
enjoyed the evening. A number of 
‘thankyou’s  had been received. 
Local Authority Byelaws, Secondary 
Authority The Clerk confirmed that a letter 
had appeared in the Village Magazine 
explaining Dog Control Orders to residents 
and what the Parish Council are doing. We 
await the District Council putting the 
arrangements in place to enforce.  
State of lane to Stonar The Clerk has now 
received a written reply from the Highways 
Authority accepting that it is designated as a 
footpath over which residents have vehicular 
access. A covering of planings has been put 
down with some improvement to the lane. 
The Clerk will keep on the case.  
Parish Notice Board at Village School   As 
the situation had improved it was decided not 
to take any action for the present. The Clerk 
would monitor. 
Meeting with Community Police The 
Chairman welcomed the attendance of the 
PCSO at the Parish Assembly. However the 
Police had failed to acknowledge our 
invitation so we were unaware that they 
would be attending. It was hoped that, with 


