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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm 
  OctoberðMay 

Atworth History Group  in St Michaelôs Church Hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 
Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (termtime only 

Thursdays 7:30-9:30pm 
First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

Atworth Youth Club ðover 15s  £5.00 registration after one visit 
The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 

NOVEMBER  2007  

Saturday 3rd 10:00am-noon Atworth WI   ñAutumn Fairò in the village hall 

Monday 5th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the church hall 
 ñGainsborough and friendsò, with Kirsten Elliott 

Tuesday 6th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Tuesday  13th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court 

Monday 19th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
  ñThe Healing Hands networkò, with Anne Cooper 

Tuesday 20th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Wednesday 21st 7:00pm Atworth Parish Council  Meeting in the village hall 

Friday 23rd 8:00pm Atworth Pre -School  
 Skittles Evening at the White Hart 

Sunday 25th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

Friday 30th from 6:30pm St Katherineôs Church, Holt tickets £10.00 at the door 
 Advent Jazz  - Rob Walker Jazz Band with Sue Kibbey  

D ECEMBER  2007  

Monday 3rd 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the church hall 
 Annual General Meeting followed by the Christmas Party 

Tuesday 4th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Tuesday  11th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court 

Monday 17th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
  Christmas Event 

Tuesday 18th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Submit your items for the December magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ  

Next copy date: 12th November 2007  

 

Atworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
November 2007 Volume 31 Number 3 

By kind permission: Richard Bill 
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With Bonfire Night approaching, we here at Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service would like to offer 
the following information and advice to help you and your family have a safe and happy  Bonfire 
Night. 
 
Did you know that fireworks cause hundreds of avoidable injuries every year. In the last five 
years (2000-2004) 5,647 people were hurt and required hospital treatment. In the same period 
there were two deaths. In 2004 there were 1,160 injuries. In 2004 the highest number of injuries 
ï 590 ï occurred at family or private parties, followed by incidents in the street or other public 
places and large public displays. 
Government statistics show that the most common firework injuries in 2004 were caused by 
rockets (283), sparklers (149) and air bombs (121).  Before you start thinking that itôs not going 
to happen to you, consider this.  Last year around half of all injuries happened to children under 
the age of  16 years of age. Thatôs a lot of kids who may have ugly burn scars ï for life! 
 
Please follow the following safety code to ensure you have a happy and safe Bonfire 
Night celebration:  
1. Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114. 
2. Donôt drink alcohol if setting off fireworks. 
3. Keep fireworks in a closed box. 
4. Follow the instructions on each firework. 
5. Light them at arms length, using a taper. 
6. Stand well back. 
7. Never go near a firework that has been lit. Even if it hasnôt gone off, it could still explode. 
8. Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them. 
9. Always supervise children around fireworks. 
10. Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves. 
11. Never give sparklers to a child under five. 
12. Keep pets indoors. 
13. Donôt let off noisy fireworks after 11pm. 
And rememberé 
Fireworks. Be safe not sorry. Always follow the code.  
 
Firework parties with family and friends have become increasingly popular in recent years. 
Parties, of course, usually involve the consumption of alcohol. In fact, research shows that at 
90% of firework parties in back gardens, alcohol is present. 
The same research shows that 84% of respondents said that people setting off their fireworks 
had consumed at least 2-3 units of alcohol (2-3 cans of beer/lager or several glasses of wine). 
One respondent said he was so drunk that he had to let someone else take over the lighting of 
the fireworks. 
Not only does the consumption of alcohol increase the risk of injury in these circumstances, it 
also affects the ability of the adults to properly supervise children during the display. 
 

If you require any further information or advice please contact: 
Melanie Jezzard. Community Safety Adviser, Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 

Tel:  01380 731188    Email  melanie.jezzard@wiltsfire.gov.uk 

FIREWORKS BE SAFE NOT 

SORRYéé                                    Your Safety: Our Priority  
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November Editorial  

You will read on page 19 of the magazine, 
that the Melksham West Police Tasking 
Group has held its second meeting. 

The fact that the Police Service is asking 
communities to set priorities is indeed to be 
welcomedðafter all it is tax-payer money 
that provides the service. 

There was a lot of discussion about 
speeding through and around the villages, 
and on the relative merit of graduated 
speed limits (for example, 40mph on the 
Bath side of the A365 beyond the current 
30mph signs), placement of the speed 
camera van, the use of hand-held radar 
meters, and on the provision of illuminated 
speed warning displays. How each of these 
provisions is funded may influence their 
availability. 

Unnecessary vehicle noise caused by 
deliberate bad acceleration practice and in-
car entertainment systems may be treated 
as anti-social behaviour, and can be 
reported. 

The lack of a safe footpath on the Bath side 
of the village up to the Farm Shop 
(including from the bus stops before it) 
discourages walking and encourages car 
use too. It was suggested that the district 
and county council and councillors might 
see this as a greater priority if residents 
were to lobby them about it. 

The problems caused by a small amount of 
poor behaviour around parts of  the villages 
were also discussed. We are encouraged to 
report it, when we see it. 

The police team will also try to tackle the 
hazards caused by lack of proper cycle 
lights in the darkening evenings, and by the 
use of footpaths by cyclists, and especially 
when due acknowledgement of the right of 
way of pedestrians is not given. 

Of course it is a tiny minority that cause 
these problems, and we should be glad that 
the police are involving others in the setting 
of their priorities. 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2006  

Size         Issues: 12 6 single 
Whole page £16.00 £16.25  £16.50 
Half page £8.00 £8.25 £8.50 
Quarter page £4.00 £4.25 £4.50 
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising availability contact Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor) and for pricing please talk 
to John Carter (Finance). 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover dateðcopy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to 
ñAtworth Village Magazineò. 
Post: Mr John Carter 
 7 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 704064 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped ad-
dressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Two letters this month from Charles Boyle, 
Clerk to Atworth Parish Council. The first 
refers to the Standing Orders mentioned on 
page 15. The Standing Orders will shortly 
appear in full on the Atworth Village website. 
Editor. 

Dear Parishioners, 

Atworth Parish Council, Code of Conduct  

I am required to write and advise you that, 
at its meeting held on 18th July 2007, the 
Parish Council formally adopted the Local 
Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 
2007 and incorporated that adoption in its 
Standing Orders adopted at its meeting on 
19 September 2007. 

If you wish to see a copy of the Code of 
Conduct or the Standing Orders please let 
me know. Alternatively the Standing Orders 
are available on the Village Web-Site. 

Yours Faithfully 

Charles Boyle , Clerk, Atworth Parish Council 

 

Correspondence  

Atworth Village Magazine  
Subscribe!  

Did you know that for £10.00 per annum, 

you can have a copy of the Atworth Village 

magazine sent by first class post to any of 

your friends or relatives living in the UK. 

This is an excellent way to let those who 

may have moved out of the village know 

what is going on! 

For advice on the cost of overseas 

subscriptions, please contact the editor. 

Dear Parishioners, 

A Parish Plan for Atworth  

I hope that you noticed in last months 
Village Magazine that I wrote reporting to 
the Parish that the Parish Council has 
decided that it should support the creation 
of a Parish Plan. 

I am now writing to invite your to become 
involved. Clearly you will want to know why. 
Creation of a Parish Plan can be of 
considerable value when seeking external 
support, financial or otherwise, for activities 
that will benefit the people of the Parish, in 
whole or part. As more and more Parishes 
and Towns adopt a Parish Plan, not having 
one will put us at a disadvantage when 
competing for scarce resources. A Parish 
Plan demonstrates to a potential provider 
that what is being sought will be of real 
benefit, has been properly developed and 
commands the support of residents. 

If the single local authority for Wiltshire 
comes into being it will be vital to the future 
of Atworth that we have the proper tools to 
make our case.  

A Parish Plan for Atworth is essential. I 
hope that you come to a public meeting 
where all will be explained. It will be on 5th 
December 2007 at 7:00pm in the Village 
Hall. 

Yours Faithfully  

Charles Boyle , Clerk, Atworth Parish Council 

Last month we failed to give Richard Billôs 
contact details for those who know the 
names of Atworthôs fields. With apologies, 
here they are: 

Dear Editor, 

Thank you for publishing the completed 
map of the South East fields of the Parish 
in last monthôs issue of the magazine. 

However, the primary reason for including 
the completed map was that the other five 
maps are NOT complete and that I need 
assistance from the people of Atworth to 
tell me the names of the missing fields.  

The incomplete maps can be seen on the 
Internet at: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/10078605@N04 

Anyone with information about the field 
names can contact me at:  

www.richardbill@hotmail.co.uk 

Yours 

Richard Bill  
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Schools are always 
very grateful to those 
i n  t h e  l o c a l 
communi ty  who 
volunteer help in ways such as reading with 
the children, helping with art and craft or with 
an after school activity. Schools also need to 
attract people from the community who can 
bring energy, experience and fresh ideas to 
the role of being a school governor.  

The team of school governors oversees the 
running of the school and helps the school 
provide the best possible education for its 
pupils. The governing body is accountable to 
those who established and fund the school 
and also to parents and the wider community 
for its actions, and the schoolôs overall 
performance. 

Some who would make very good governors 
may be put off because they think that they 
need to be experts. This is not so. More 
important qualities are: 

  - interest 
  - enthusiasm 
  - and commitment.                                                                                                    

Governors bring a wide range of experiences 
and interests from many walks of life. Parents, 
retired people, people from business or 
industry and community leaders have much to 
offer a governing body. Ask yourself the 
following questions: 

Do you want to put something back into the 
local community? 
Are you interested in people? 
Are you prepared to work as part of a team? 
Do you have time to get to know your 
school, observe some lessons, go to 
meetings and read documents and reports? 
Are you comfortable asking questions? 
Are you open to new ideas and ready to 
learn? 
Do you want the children to get the best 
from their school? 

If the answer is yes ï or even just possibly ï 
and you live in the locality then you could 
have what it takes to be a governor at 
Churchfields, The Village School and make a 

Atworth Museum  
New: A Childrenôs Quiz 

Thereôs something new in Atworth Museum.  
Itôs a childrenôs quiz!  Itôs a competition with a 
difference!  Thereôs a prize every time!   

On the day in which they take part, every child 
aged 14 or under who enters the quiz will 
receive a prize of coins which their great-
grandparents and many of their grandparents 
used.  

No person under the age of 15 will be 
admitted without an accompanying adult. 

Atworth Museum is situated in the Barn  at 
Poplar Farm, Bradford Road, by kind 
permission of Mr and Mrs Kain, and is well 
sign posted when open. The museum houses 
Atworth History Groupôs private collection of 
historical artefacts. The Group offers this 
special facility to the people of Atworth, as we 
are justly proud to posses an asset which very 
few nearby villages possess. We are always 
pleased to hear from people wishing to loan 
exhibits.  

There is no charge for your visit, but 
donations are gratefully received. A variety of 
Atworth History Groupôs publications are on 
sale.  

The museum will be open next on Sunday, 
25th November from 2:00ï4:00pm, when the 
quiz will be introduced. The quiz will then 
continue during next year but is only available 
during Sunday opening times. The museum 
will be closed over the Christmas period to 
reopen on Sunday, 27th January 2008 from 
2:00-4:00pm.  

Should anyone wish to view the museum or 
purchase any of our publications about 
Atworth or local walks outside the usual 
opening hours please contact Mr. Des Rice T: 
705428 or John Lambert T:703573. 

Atworth History Group  

difference to our children's future. 

Get in touch with Mrs J Kirwan (Chair of 
Governors) via the school to find out more 
about being a governor.  

Contact details:  
Telephone:01225 703026 
Email: admin@churchfields.wilts.sch.uk 

Would you like to put 
something back into 

the community?  
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Atworth WI  

The November 19th  meeting will be at 
7:30 pm in the Village Hall ï the speaker 
will be Anne Cooper from the Healing 
Hands network. 

The Autumn Fair will take place on 
Saturday November 3rd, from 10:00am to 
noon, in the Village Hall. 

Guests are always welcome to attend 
these meetings, or to join us for a walk ï 
call me on 790522 for details of walks. 

Pam Loosmore  

West Wiltshire District Council  

Over the past few weeks I have been out 
on the doorstep carrying out local residents 
surveys. If I happen to push one though 
your door please take a few minutes to fill it 
in. About 40% are being returned and road 
safety seems to be a main concern, along 
with local recycling and bin collections. 

All comments are followed up. I canôt put 
everything right but at least your concerns 
are put before the Council. 

We now have a name for the new Council 
for Wiltshire: òThe Wiltshire Councilò. Elec-
tions would take place in May 2009. 

It also looks as though we will have early 
Parish Council elections on the same day. 
In the past Parish Elections have always 
taken place on the same day as the District 
elections which would have been in 2010. 
The reason for bringing them forward is to 
bring them in line with the new Council and 
most important keeping the cost down for 
the smaller Parish Councils. 

As many know I am a member of ñPost 
Watchò, the post office watchdog. Iôm sure 
you know that we are facing yet another 
2500 urban and rural post office closures. 
As yet we donôt know if we are to face any 
closures within our area. The only office in 
my Council ward that may face the axe is 
Monkton Farleigh and we are at present 
hoping to find a replacement part time ser-
vice in the village. 

All the post offices within my ward are very 
well run, and seem to be well supported. 
So unless the postmaster wants to call it a 
day and take the government pay off to 
close Iôm very hopeful that we wonôt see 
any closures locally. However we can 
never be sure of that and we must not drop 
our guard. Postmasters have all received 
letters that give them a banding, I have not 
yet spoken to all of them but the ones that I 
have seem to have a band C, which tells 
us nothing, in other words it means they 
may close or may stay open. 

Terry Chivers , WWDC Councillor 

Atworth Autumn Show  

With summer definitely on the way out, the 
garden is starting itôs winter hibernation. 
However, even though the fresh produce is 
dwindling, there are simple ways to make 
what youôve grown last well into the winter 
and spring. 

Chutney making became popular in Britain 
after it arrived in the country from India as 
a luxury good in the 1600s, and itôs still 
popular today. Mango and Green Tomato 
are possibly the best known, but many 
fruits and vegetables can be used. Try 
coconut, coriander or lime if you fancy 
something a bit different. If you fancy 
having a go, recipes can be found in many 
books or free online. 

A new category for the 2008 Autumn Show 
will be a ñpreservingò category, and if you 
want to get some really good flavours now 
is a good time to start. Preserving using 
sugar can be traced back to the 1600s 
(although preserves generally donôt last 
that longé). My personal favourite is 
ñSpiced Pickled Runner Beansò, but you 
can preserve pretty much anything. The 
book ñThe Joy of Cookingò made the very 
important distinction between jams and 
preserves ï the fruit in jams is generally 
pureed, whereas preserves should contain 
a considerable amount of whole fruit (or 
vegetables for that matter). 

Gemma and Maggie  
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great deal of landscape restoration and 
opened up views of the meadows, so that 
they resemble in part how they would have 
looked in the past. Although there is 
limited access to the meadows, the Town 
Path can be used to walk to the Trustôs 
newly developed education and 
information centre at their Rose Cottage.  
Also, organised walks can be arranged for 
groups of any age. Children find the 
wildlife trail particularly interesting, with 
promises of sightings of water voles.  
Historical, archaeological and scientific 
trails are also conducted.   

In the future, the Trust plans to continue 
restoring and preserving the irrigation 
system, continue the use of the meadows 
as pastures, repair fencing, renew 
hedgerows and trees and manage the 
meadows to attract flora and fauna.   

The History Group meets again on 
Monday 5th November at 7:30pm in the 
Church Hall and we shall be pleased to 
welcome visitors. Our speaker will be 
Kirsten Elliot, who will talk to us about the 
landscape and portrait painter, 
Gainsborough.   

Atworth Museum will be open on Sunday, 
25th November, 2:00pmï4:00pm, at the 
barn at Poplar Farm in Bradford Road.  
Kath Harley is looking forward to meeting 
children, who will be able to enter her 
museum quiz. 

Eileen Stoydin  

Atworth History Group  

Our autumn session opened in October 
with a lively talk by Hadrian Cook, the 
Education & Development Officer for the 
Harnham Water Meadows Trust. These 
water meadows reach into the heart of 
Salisbury against the Cathedral Close and 
are surrounded by the Rivers Avon and 
Nadder. Constableôs famous painting of 
1829, Salisbury Cathedral from the 
Meadows, shows the view of the 
Cathedral with the meadows in the 
foreground.  At that time the 17th century 
system of meadows was firmly 
established, but later fell into disuse with 
the introduction of mechanical farming.   
Most of the Harnham Water Meadows 
were bought by the cathedral in 1931 and 
the remaining acres were purchased by 
the Trust in 1991. Today, the whole area is 
managed by the Trust and is a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest.   

Water meadows were devised in the 17th 
century as an agricultural practice to 
ensure early grass for sheep in spring and 
were the main source of wealth in many 
areas of the country until the late 19th 
century. A complex system of ditches 
controlled by sluices was established and 
this was designed to bring water on to the 
meadows from rivers, where weirs raised 
the river level. The ground was built up on 
the meadows into wide ridges and water 
was controlled to flow over the whole area 
during winter, so that it spilled into the 
ridges and then continuously flowed gently 
down in thin sheets. Irrigation used the 
warm chalk water and its nutrients to 
encourage growth of lush early grass for 
the sheep to graze on. In summer a hay 
crop was taken and sheep and cattle were 
put back to graze. The sheep on Harnham 
Water Meadows were Wiltshire Horn 
sheep and both rams and ewes had horns. 
The men who worked on the meadows 
were called ódrownersô and their work was 
very labour intensive. 

In recent years the Trust has carried out a 

A Message to Dog Owners  

We have been asked to remind all  dog 
owners to clear pavements in the village 
of their dogsô faeces. In Bradford Road  
on more than one occasion recently 
others have had to clear up after dogs on 
the pavement near the school (and once 
very closely against the school gates!) 

Dog owners please keep the pavements 
clean, not least along the roads used by 
many children and adults going into the 
school.  
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our services to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Womenôs Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 

Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 

Remembrance Day  
Sunday 11th November  

There will be a short service around the 
Clock Tower at 10:50am as we 
remember those who gave their lives in 
the two world wars and since. A united 
service between St Michaelôs and the 
Independent Church will follow at St 
Michaelôs Church. All are very welcome. 

Rodney Price  

Poppy Appeal  

Please do not be too hasty in buying 
your poppies ñin townò. Our volunteer 
collectors will be around door to door in 
plenty of time to wear your poppy with 
pride. 

Christine Price  

Environmentally Speaking  

A reminder to remove old-fashioned light 
bulbs and replace with long-life 
environmentally friendly ones. These are 
considerably lower in price now. Three 
for £6.00 or less is typical. Remember ï 
the modern long-life bulbs last twice as 
long as the old-fashioned kind. We all  
must try to ósave the Planetô. 

Our environmental correspondent  

Neighbourhood Watch  

Earlier in October residents suffered a 
spate of serious anti-social behaviour, 
late on three evenings, around Purlpit, 
Fleetwood Rise and Bath Road. 

This included destruction by fire of a 
recycling bin close to the Youth Club. 
Furthermore two youths caused distress 
by riding mini-motorcycles on pavements 
in Godwins Close and elsewhere around 
Atworth. These motorcycles are illegal, 
and must not be ridden on the road nor 
on the footway. Please dial 999 
immediately to summon a police officer 
who will destroy the item. 

During October our Community Police  
Support Officer carried out extensive 
house-to-house investigations in regard 
to the damage caused on 4th, 5th and 
6th October. Young people were visited 
connection with the resulting  information. 

Our police community support officer 
appeals to all householders: please dial 
0845 408 7000 and report any incident of 
criminal damage or anti-social distress 
immediately. A Crime Log Number will be 
issued, by which action can be taken by 
police officers so that they can target the 
problem. Getting the log number is the 
key to action! 

Mavis King  

Reading Volunteers  

The number of children entering 
Secondary Education with weak reading 
skills continues to grow all over the 
country. Having a Reading Mentor for 
twenty minutes three times a week 
achieves miracles and is rewarding for 
the mentor. Volunteers attend just once a 
week at a regular time. Please phone 
Mavis on 01225 702495 to learn more 
about it. Many thanks to one Atworth 
resident and two Whitley residents, who 
have joined the Mentoring Scheme at 
George Ward School. 
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Atworth Recreation Ground News  

A reminder that the recreation ground is a 
Registered Charity, and is the responsibility 
of the Trustees for Atworth Village Hall. 
Many people presume it is financed by a 
Local Authority: it is not. 

West Wilts District Council have provided a 
Recreation Grant to be used to create 
easier access into Atworth Recreation 
Ground for prams/buggies by the 
installation of a four-feet wide side gate.   
This then has required slightly less wide 
large metal gates (necessary for grounds 
maintenance and ambulance vehicle 
access). The Grant stretched to include a 
second seat near to the play equipment,  
and a super picnic table, specially treated 
with a ten year guarantee of durability!  We 
are grateful to WWDC for this helpful 
funding. 

We ask everyone who uses Atworth 
recreation ground to inform one of the 
trustees or a parish councillor if they find 
any damage to the equipment, at any time. 
In September the infant swing seats were 
damaged by knife cuts into the rubber 
protectionða totally mindless act of 
damage/vandalism (and our WPCSO  
would like to know who carries knives). 
Remember that a note can be placed into 
the police box in the Bear Garage to report 
anti-social or similar behaviour. 

Infant Play Equipment: John Day has 
carried out superb renovation work to the 
popular recreation  ground play tower and 
we thank him sincerely for his time and 
expertise on a complicated exercise. 

The Village Hall: exterior has been 
repainted by Pete Sullivan, and we thank 
Pete for an excellent job. 

Atworth Village Hall and Recreation Ground 
are central to community life in our Village. 
Income is limited to hire fees received, and 
Atworth Parish Council assist by Insurance 
coverage, and  towards maintenance of the 
roof. The Parish Council funding comes 
from the annual Precept, so this means that 
everyone is helping in the end. 

If a reader is interested in helping either in 
a practical way, or by serving as a village 
representative Trustee, please contact 
Chairman Bill Cooke. T:01225 706423. 

Atworth Village Hall Trustees  

Melksham WEST Tasking Group  

The group met at Melksham Assembly Hall at 
7:00pm on Thursday 11th October 2007. 

Apologies  Terry Chivers, WDC councillor; 
Mark Goodey, Housing Officer; Peter Atkin, B/
Gifford magazine; Ruth Gillings, parish  
councillor 

Attendees : Mel Rolfe & Maggie Ledbury, 
Police; Elaine Leonard, Whitley resident; 
Elizabeth Bean, parish councillor; Mavis King, 
NHW Atworth; Revd. Jill Perrett, Atworth & 
Shaw churches; Carolyn Beale, Melksham 
First; Kenneth Spencer, Atworth Village 
magazine; William Bird, Atworth Parish 
Council. 

The three priorities as decided by Melksham 
West are as follows;- 

1. ASB   This item was carried over from the 
last quarter as the issues in Eden Grove are 
ongoing with a large group of youths/adults 
with mopeds gathering in the street. This now 
includes Bath Road, Atworth where a small 
group of youths/adults are believed to be 
perpetrators of minor criminal damage and 
general ASB. 

2. Speeding   Also carried over from the last 
quarter. There are still concerns at The 
Common, Broughton Gifford. Bath Road, 
Atworth, Top Lane and Corsham Road, 
Whitley and Purlpit and given that the NPT 
regular officers are now trained in this area, it 
is hoped that greater inroads can be made. 

3. Cycling   This item is new this quarter, and 
with the dark nights coming in it is becoming a 
problem, not only because of the use of 
footpaths for cycling, but the lack of proper 
equipment, such as lights, on bikes. Areas of 
concern are Bath Road, Atworth and Top 
Lane Whitley.  

The next meeting will be at 7:00pm Thursday 
January 10th 2008 at The Assembly Hall, 
Melksham. 

Maggie Ledbury , CPSO 
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ST. MICHAELôS, ATWORTH & CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW 
Revd. Jill Perrett 01225 703498 

Church Services for November 2007 

4th November .. All Saints Day  ............ 10:00am .... Parish Communion (with Baptism) ...... Atworth 

 .........................  ...................................... 6:30pm .... All Souls Service ...................................... Shaw 

11th November Remembrance Sunday  . 9:15am ..... Remembrance Service .............................. Shaw 

 .........................  ..................................... 11:15am .... Remembrance Service .......................... Atworth 

18th November 2 before Advent ........... 10:00am .... Parish Communion  .............................. Atworth 

25th November Christ the King  ........... 10:00am .... Patronal Festival........................................ Shaw 

2nd December .. Advent 1 ...................... 10:00am .... Parish Communion  .............................. Atworth 

Tuesdays 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th ............... 7:00pm .... Said Communion (BCW) .......................... Shaw 

Every 2nd Sunday (excl. November) ... 8:00am ..... Said Communion (BCP) ....................... Atworth 

Celebrations  We congratulate Simon Betreen & Helen Fletcher who were married at 
Christ Church Shaw on 15th September. 

We welcomed into the Church Barnaby Joe Williams who was baptised at St. Michaelôs 
Atworth on 16th September. 

In Memoriam  We remember all those who have recently died and especially the friends 
and family of Dorie Smith, Dorothy Butler and Andrew Thompson. 

Bible Study  This takes place every 4th Tuesday in the month at 89 Corsham Road 
Whitley, starting at 7:45pm. This is an ecumenical group and all are welcome. 

All Souls Service  On Sunday 4th November at 6:30pm, at Christ Church Shaw we will be 
holding a short Evensong Service to commemorate All Souls. This is when we will 
remember those who have recently died or who are óin our heartsô. Their names will be 
read during the Service and there will be an opportunity to place lighted candles at the 
Altar in memory of our loved ones. If you would like us to remember your loved one by 
name in the prayers, there will be lists available in Christ Church, Shaw and St. Michaelôs, 
Atworth for you to add their names to, or alternatively please ring June Brickell on 01225 
703575 or Alan Jones on 01225 359166. 

Christmas Bazaar  First stop for Father Christmas this year is Shaw Village Hall on 24th 
November 10:00am. He is joining in the fun at the Christmas Bazaar, organised once 
again by the social committee of Christ Church Shaw & St Michaelôs Atworth. Father 
Christmas will be sitting in his grotto waiting to give the children a gift and sweets and 
asking what the children would like for Christmas! 

The Bazaar will feature many different stalls, some run by other village organisations/
charities. You can stock up your cupboard with home made jams and pickles, treat yourself 
to delicious home-made cakes and try your luck on the ñwine or waterò. On top of that you 
will have the opportunity to hunt for Christmas presents and other seasonal items. 

As usual there will be tea, coffee, biscuits and maybe mince pies! The climax of the 
morning will be at 12 noon when our vicar Jill Perrett will make the draw for the grand 
raffle. There are many good prizes, so donôt forget your tickets. 

Entry to the Bazaar is FREE, so please come along and support the local organisations/
charities that are running stalls, as well as helping us to raise money for the running of our 
two Churches in Shaw & Atworth. 

Dianne Briggs  

For Baptisms, weddings, funerals please contact Revd. Jill Perrett.  
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           COMPUTER  SUPPORT AND SOFTWARE  DESIGN 

 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth. SN12 8LJ 

T:01225 707161   M :07768 738235 F:08707 062590 

E: kas@kaspencer.com W:www.kaspencer.com 
 

 Let us help you with your home & business computing 

 problems: broadband, networks (wireless  and wired),  

backup, virusses, software and hardware issues and supply. 

KA SPENCER (SOFTWARE) facilitates the Atworth Village magazine and sponsors the Atworth 

Village website. 
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Raymond Porter 1926 - 2007 

Raymond Ernest George Porter was born in 
Monmouthshire in 1926. He was the great 
grandson of Samuel & Eliza Porter (née 
Sheppard) who married in Atworth in 1860. 
The Porter family were dedicated members 
of the Chapel where Samuel was 
choirmaster. He also composed many 
hymns. Samuel, a skilled carpenter, was 
employed by Lewin Titt, óCarpenter/Builderô 
who lived and had his business at what was 
known as óTittôs Yardô. This is where the 
village hall now stands. Lewin Titt and 
Samuel made the pews for St. Michael & All 
Angelsô and the Chapel. Although they loved 
Atworth sometime in the 1880ôs the family 
moved to Bristol where Samuel received 
almost twice the wages he earned in the 
village. Samuel and Eliza both died in Bristol 
but their son Ernest returned them home for 
burial in the Chapel yard.  

Raymond Porter was born and educated in 
Wales attending Abersychan Technical 
School where he ñfinished" as an electrician. 
He worked for Guest, Keen & Nettlefolds 
and in 1953 married Mary Cox of Brighton. 
In 1959 Raymond and family moved to 
London where he worked as Property 
Manager for the shipping company Cunard. 
In 1970 when the company were about to be 
taken over the family moved to South Africa 
where Raymond was employed as Property 
Manager for the Schlesinger organisation. 
From there he went on to own his own 
business retiring in 1988 when the family 
emigrated to Canada. Raymond died 
peacefully in August of this year with his 
family around him.  

About five years ago a note was found on 
an Internet message board from Kay 
Pedrosa who was seeking something about 
her Porter ancestry. Information was 
exchanged and Kay, her daughter and 
parents, Raymond and Mary Porter visited 
the village. Kay kindly presented the History 
Group with a folder containing something of 
the Porter history and the first part of the 
auto-biography of Samuel and Elizaôs son 
Ernest Charles Porter - and what a 
fascinating read it is! This can be viewed at 

the village museum. 

Kay was invited to have the above included 
in the village magazine to which she replied 
ï ñIt would be lovely if you would put in a 
little piece about my father. Like I said, he 
often referred to going into the chapel there 
and touching the pews that his great-
grandfather had made. It made an 
impression on him, as it has on me.ò 

Gemma Jay  

Mrs Dorothy May Smith 1912 - 2007 

On 27th September we had to say 
ñgoodbyeò to Mrs Dorothy May Smith, who 
passed away in the previous week at the 
Royal United Hospital, Bath. 

If anyone had an excuse for being down, 
Dorothy did. Registered blind, hard of hear-
ing, in difficulty walking, and, through need 
of care, separated from her husband Frank 
of 73 years. Yet Dorothy was a joy to be 
with, remained cheerful and always inter-
ested in what was happening around her.  

Frank and Dorothy moved to Mead Park in 
the early 70ôs and when the bungalows were 
built in Godwins Close, moved there a little 
more than 15 years ago. 

An early riser, it was nothing for Dorothy to 
have done a lap around the Close, pushing 
her three wheeled walker, probably before 
many people had had their breakfast.   

Dorothy was an active member of the Inde-
pendent Church and itôs Ladies Fellowship, 
becoming a Christian whilst attending Man-
vers Street Baptist Church in Bath many 
years ago. ñI donôt know what I would do 
without my faithò she often remarked. 

We thank Frank, and his three daughters - 
Christine, Sylvia and Hilary - for sharing 
Dorothy with us. We miss her greatly, but in 
the assurance of our Christian faith, we 
know death is not the end.  ñYea though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evilò.   

In confidence we say Dorothy is at rest - 
enter into the presence of the Lord where 
there is fullness of joy for evermore. 

Rodney Price  Atworth Independent Church 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group   

A splendid proper Autumnal day for our 
October meeting, a full house and every 
member bearing gifts for the Ukraine 
Christmas delivery. An enormous mountain of 
comfort goods, shoe boxes and some items 
to fill them. 

Hurrah, hurrah ï of course we met our 
deadline for the 2007 fingerless mitts and 
some to spare ï you may be able to buy a 
pair at the Corsham Town Hall Christmas 
Bazaar on Friday, 7th December.  

Our Annual Report for the year ï September 
2006 ï August 2007 was available and with 
certain pride we recorded the following totals 
(in addition to the fingerless mitts and many 
varied and imaginative items): 

Blankets Hats 288 Scarves 158 
Sweaters/cardies 423 Ordinary mitts 310 

Work going apace on the creation of the 
Noahôs Ark and its inhabitants which we hope 
to complete for the November meeting; we 
discovered animals with distinctive colouring 
are easier to replicate than a ósimpleô lioness. 

In the course of the morning we were given 
two vast donations of lovely yarn ï Â the kind 
we canôt really afford and we are most 
grateful. 

Hopefully we will have made new friends and 
taught new skills at our Knitting Day Sit In at 
the Library on Thursday, 18th October as we 
celebrate National Knitting (and Crochet) 
week. 

We are always pleased to welcome new 
faces to our meetings. Our Group is open to 
anyone who enjoys knitting and/or crochet or 
would like to learn. We meet on the first 
Thursday of each month from 10:00am to 
noon at the Corsham Community Centre, 
Beechfield Road. Members donate £2.00 
towards costs and bring a mug; we supply the 
yarn, needles, hooks, patterns, tea and 
coffee.  

We look forward to seeing you ï you may 
meet old friends but you will certainly make 
new ones!  

Gwen Davies 01225  810330 
Peg Smith      01249 713 879 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club  

The 2007 Season The seasonós record 
finished like this: played 29; won 13; lost 
15; abandoned 1. But for a couple of 
games where defeat was snatched from 
the jaws of victory, this could have been the 
clubs 18th winning season. However, the 
introduction of some new young blood 
bodes well for next season. 

Autumn ground preparations are already 
underway with the square being fully 
scarified, fertilized and seeded. The new 
protective netting should be in place by the 
end of the month. 

New Committee At the recent AGM the 
new committee was elected. Thanks were 
dutifully given to those retiring committee 
members who worked so hard to return the 
club to the field by the pub and return the 
field to a satisfactory playing condition. 

The newly elected members are: 

 President  ........................... John Prentice 
 Chairman ........................... Simon Burrell 
 Vice chair ................................. Rod Lloyd 
 Club Captain ................. Howard Fountain 
 Sunday Vice captain .......... James Button 
 Wednesday captain .............. Neil Gibson 
 Wednesday Vice captain ........ Ben Steed 
 Secretary ............................ John Dickens 
 Treasurer ............................ Nick Sparrow 
 Fixture Secretary ........... Niall MacDougall 
 Player Reps .... Neil Morton, Adam Barker 
 Social Secretary Elect ......... Adam Barker 

Indoor League The new indoor league 
began on Sunday 21st October against 
Sutton Benger. Results of this fixture and 
future matches will appear in future issues. 

Awards Dinner The annual playerôs and 
supporterôs awards dinner takes place at 
the pub on Thursday 25th October. It gives 
the club the opportunity to congratulate 
those whose have performed well both on 
and off the field as well as highlighting 
those members who have embarrassed 
themselves at various times. Awards 
winners will be published in the next issue. 

Howard Fountain , Club Captain 


