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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm 
  OctoberðMay 

Atworth History Group  in St Michaelôs Church Hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (termtime only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 

OCTOBER  2007  

Monday 1st 
  7:30pm 
 
  8:00pm 

Atworth History Group  in the church hall 
 ñHarnham Water Meadows, Salisburyò with Adrian Cooke 
Atworth Pre -School  in the 
 Parent Led Committee Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 9th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Thursday 11th 
  7:00pm 

Neighbourhood Policing Team  at Melksham Town Hall 
 Atworth, Shaw & Whitley, Melksham East, Melksham Centre  

Monday 15th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
  ñMaking flowers from woodò, with David Taylor 

Tuesday  16th 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court 

Tuesday 23rd 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 28th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 

NOVEMBER  2007  

Saturday 3rd 10:00am-noon Atworth WI   ñAutumn Fairò in the village hall 

Monday 5th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the church hall 
 ñGainsborough and friendsò, with Kirsten Elliott 

Tuesday 6th 9:30-10:00am    Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Monday 19th 
  7:30-pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
  ñThe Healing Hands networkò, with Anne Cooper 

Tuesday 20th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Wednesday 21st 7:00pm Atworth Parish Council  Meeting in the village hall 

Sunday 25th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 

Submit your items for the November magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ  

Next copy date: 12th Otober 2007  

 

Atworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
October 2007 Volume 31 Number 2 

By kind permission: Richard Bill 
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October Editorial  

Keeping a balance—in the case of this 
magazine, one of the key balances is that 
between advertising and editorial content. We 
know that people don‘t like a magazine that 
seems to be all advertising, but as the 
magazine survives only by virtue of our 
advertising revenue, it is vital for the magazine.  

We hope that you don‘t see the advertising as 
simply all bad—our advertisements should 
serve the useful purpose of letting you know 
which goods and services you can obtain 
from local traders, in return for their help in 
keeping our magazine solvent. We also hope 
that when you do use the services of traders 
advertising in the magazine you will mention 
where you saw their details! 

Whether you are sending in editorial content 
or advertising copy, the medium we prefer is 
email. We do not accept content or copy by 
telephone, as we have no means of 
permanently recording the details of your 
message. However, we, like all email users, 
receive a considerable amount of SPAM. The 
measures which we use to deal with the 
problem of SPAM can occasionally lead to 
loss of valid email. Therefore, you should 
always expect an acknowledgement of your 
email within one or two days of sending it—
usually within 24 hours. If you do not receive 
your acknowledgement, do feel free to re-
send it, or to contact us to check that it has 
been safely received. 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2006  

Size         Issues: 12 6 single 
Whole page £16.00 £16.25  £16.50 
Half page £8.00 £8.25 £8.50 
Quarter page £4.00 £4.25 £4.50 
Eighth page £2.50 £2.75 £3.00 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising availability contact Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor) and for pricing please talk 
to John Carter (Finance). 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover date—copy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: cash or cheque, payable to 
―Atworth Village Magazine‖. 
Post: Mr John Carter 
 7 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 704064 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped ad-
dressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

N.B. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 

Neighbourhood Watch  

Most properties in Atworth recently received 
leaflets from a company wishing to collect 
clothing to be sent to Chernobyl. 
That company is not a registered charitable 
organisation. The police advise that house-
holders should donate any unwanted goods to 
charitable groups or take items directly to one 
of the registered charity shops found in most 
towns. 

Mavis King  (T:702495) 
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Dear Editor, 

I would like to say how enjoyable the Flower 
Show was, and to congratulate Maggie and 
her helpers on a very well organised event. It 
is a pity that more people do not take part, as 
I am sure there are many good gardeners in 
the village. Some others besides me must 
grow lettuces and beetroot, so come on all of 
you! I look forward to competing against you 
next year. 

Yours 

 

Jean Kain  

 

 

Correspondence  

Dear Editor, 

We were recently disappointed to have a 
lovely sunny Saturday afternoon disturbed by  
large volumes of smoke coming from one of 
the fields of a local farm. The smoke was 
being carried on the wind into the village and 
across the A365. 

Could we ask for a little more consideration 
so that we might enjoy a pleasant day, and 
not have it ruined in that way? 

Yours 
 

(name and address supplied) 

Dear Editor, 

I am compiling a series of maps showing the fields, and their names, around Atworth. I show 

below a map for the South East of the parish, and would welcome any information regarding 

other field names. I will publish each map as soon as I am able to complete it. 

Richard Bill  
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Atworth Parish Council  

Agenda for the Parish Council meeting of 
to be held on Wednesday 19th September 

2007 at 7:00pm in the village hall 

Minutes: To approve and sign the minutes of 

the previous meeting. 

Apologies: None to date 

Matters Arising  

1. Meeting with Community Police: PCSO 
Ledbury attending. 
2. Parish Plan Grant Scheme. 
3. Affordable Housing. 
4. School Travel Plan. 

Erection of Flag Pole 

Accounts, ½ year forecast of outturn. 
Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant. 

Dog Control Orders 

State of lane to Stonar 

Atworth Village Green 
Unitary Authority for Wiltshire. 

Village Bier, refurbishment. 

Vacancy for Governor, Churchfields, the 
Village School. 
Winding up , of Atworth Together 
Environmental Group. 

Best Kept Village Competition 

Local Authorities (Code of Conduct), 
Standing Orders. 

Village Trees 

 Dog Bin 
Parking, Coronation Road. 
Footways on A365, north side. 

Parish Steward Plans 

Correspondence 

Swindon & Marlborough NHS Trust. 
Review of additional pitches for gypsies & 
travellers. 
Licensing Act 2003, policy review. 
Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2007, 
progress report. 
Community First AGM, election of Trustees. 

Reports: None to date 

Planning: 

AT07/00178 Old Workmans Hall 
 Appeal against refusal 

AT07/00508 Great Chalfield Manor 
 new internal shutters 

AT07/01577 Neston Park Farm Shop 
 roadside hoardings 

AT07/01633 Churchfields 
 extn new staff & admin areas 

AT07/02063 Poplar Farm 
 remove 9 Leylandii 

07/00034/IND St Michaels Church 
 tree preservation 

AT07/02167 232 Little Chalfield 
 replace garage etc 

AT07/02251 226 Little Chalfield 
 garage convn 

AT07/02252 4 Mead Park 
 replace garage 

AT07/02309 196 Bath Rd 
 conservatory etc 

AT07/02373 85 Bradford Rd 
 2 storey extn 

AT07/02491 Stonar School 
 new 6th form & art centre 

AT07/02492.                   ditto 

Authorisation of Cheques 

Society of Local Council Clerks .......... £85.00 

English Landscapes (grass cutting) ...... £95.14 

Roger Hatheral (Int‘ Audit) ................. £76.38 

Richard Cripps (Tree inspec‘) .............. £65.00 

Wakeley (Y.C repairs) ....................... £500.00 

English Landscapes (grass cutting) ...... £95.14 

WWDC (election expenses) ............... £114.26 

Mrs M King (Best Village expenses) ... £28.98 

Date of Next Meetings: 

Wednesdays 21st November 2007 & 16th 
January 2008. 

Date:         14th September 2007                                
Signed: 

Please Note: A display of the Atworth entry 
for Best Village competition will be available 
to view from 6.30pm on 19th September in 
the Village Hall. 

Charles Boyle , Clerk to Atworth Parish Council 
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Atworth History Group  

We shall be very pleased to see you at the 
first of our new season of meetings, to be 
held in the Church Hall at 7:30pm on 
Monday October 1st, when we shall hear   
Adrian Cooke talking about ―Harnham Water 
Meadows‖. 

Eileen Stoydin , Atworth History Group 

Wiltshire Independent Travel Support 

(WITS) 

The Wiltshire Independent Travel Support 
scheme (WITS) provides travel support for 
disabled  people aged 18+, and older people, 
in Wiltshire. Individuals will receive one to 
one assistance from a Travel Supporter to 
enable them to increase their skills and 
confidence.  The aim is for the user to be able 
to travel independently (after initial support) 
on public transport, for work, to meet friends, 
for college, or training, etc. 

The scheme is free to the user, they only pay 
their own travel fare, or use a travel pass as 
appropriate. 

For more details about the scheme please 
contact Louise Rendle: T:01380 872928 or 
by email on witsrefer.wsun@btconnect.com. 

Louise Rendle  

Churchfields, The Village School  

Extension Planning  

Building work will start shortly (we hope!) 
on an extension at the school. 

Space at the school in Atworth has gradually 
become tighter each year, and rooms have 
had to be used for multiple purposes which is 
sometimes quite a juggling act. Staff have 
recently had to share their staffroom/kitchen 
with a library, computer area, and small 
group working area. This means staff have 
really had nowhere quiet to carry out 
planning and evaluation activities, and the 
head has no dedicated room for private or 
confidential meetings. 

The governors at the school were made aware 
several years ago of a large number of babies 
attending the Atworth Babies & Toddlers 
group, and began to plan for an extension to 
be ready in time to accommodate this larger 
number of entrants. There is usually an 
average of 10 new children starting school 
each September, but this year we are 
expecting over 20 children to start! 

Plans were submitted for approval to West 
Wiltshire District Council last autumn, but 
were initially unsuccessful. New plans were 
rejected, and the original plans then 
resubmitted. It has been a long saga, and 
Andrew Murrison (MP) and Councillor Terry 
Chivers have both been enlisted to bring 
pressure to bear to move things forward. 
Listed Building Consent (the original school 
buildings are Grade II listed) has only in the 
past week been applied for – and we await 
the result. 

Delays out of our control have been hugely 
frustrating. In the new September term the 
staff will have no staffroom at all. The school 
hall will have to be divided up and used as a 
staffroom, storage room and smaller activity 
area. Unfortunately, this situation will now 
have to be endured at least until the New 
Year when the new extension is expected to 
be finished. 

However, none of the children will be 
compromised in their learning. There will be 
4 classes (instead of the usual 3) in 

September, and the teachers have already 
been preparing their  classrooms 
enthusiastically for next term. Teachers and 
governors are very pleased that Churchfields, 
The Village School continues to be a 
successful and popular school for the children 
of the local community. 

Julia Kirwan  

[This article was submitted for the September 

issue, but was omitted owing to an editorial 

oversight for which I apologise to Mrs 

Kirwan.  

Since the submission of the article, Julia 

Kirwan has told us that they are pleased to 

announce  that they have now received their 

Listed Building Consent and planning 

permission, which will now allow their plans 

to go ahead. Editor] 
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With Bonfire Night approaching, we here at Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service would like to offer 
the following information and advice to help you and your family have a safe and happy  Bonfire 
Night. 
 
Did you know that fireworks cause hundreds of avoidable injuries every year. In the last five 
years (2000-2004) 5,647 people were hurt and required hospital treatment. In the same period 
there were two deaths. In 2004 there were 1,160 injuries. In 2004 the highest number of injuries 
ï 590 ï occurred at family or private parties, followed by incidents in the street or other public 
places and large public displays. 
Government statistics show that the most common firework injuries in 2004 were caused by 
rockets (283), sparklers (149) and air bombs (121).  Before you start thinking that itôs not going 
to happen to you, consider this.  Last year around half of all injuries happened to children under 
the age of  16 years of age. Thatôs a lot of kids who may have ugly burn scars ï for life! 
 
Please follow the following safety code to ensure you have a happy and safe Bonfire 
Night celebration:  
1. Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114. 
2. Donôt drink alcohol if setting off fireworks. 
3. Keep fireworks in a closed box. 
4. Follow the instructions on each firework. 
5. Light them at arms length, using a taper. 
6. Stand well back. 
7. Never go near a firework that has been lit. Even if it hasnôt gone off, it could still explode. 
8. Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them. 
9. Always supervise children around fireworks. 
10. Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves. 
11. Never give sparklers to a child under five. 
12. Keep pets indoors. 
13. Donôt let off noisy fireworks after 11pm. 
And rememberé 
Fireworks. Be safe not sorry. Always follow the code.  
 
Firework parties with family and friends have become increasingly popular in recent years. 
Parties, of course, usually involve the consumption of alcohol. In fact, research shows that at 
90% of firework parties in back gardens, alcohol is present. 
The same research shows that 84% of respondents said that people setting off their fireworks 
had consumed at least 2-3 units of alcohol (2-3 cans of beer/lager or several glasses of wine). 
One respondent said he was so drunk that he had to let someone else take over the lighting of 
the fireworks. 
Not only does the consumption of alcohol increase the risk of injury in these circumstances, it 
also affects the ability of the adults to properly supervise children during the display. 
 

If you require any further information or advice please contact: 
Melanie Jezzard. Community Safety Adviser, Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 

Tel:  01380 731188    Email  melanie.jezzard@wiltsfire.gov.uk 

FIREWORKS BE SAFE NOT 

SORRYéé                                    Your Safety: Our Priority  
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Atworth WI  

Our August meeting took the form of a 
Cream Tea at Lesley Adams house, and 
despite the rain, it was much enjoyed by all. 

In our meeting held on Monday 17th 
September, we discussed various notices and 
invitations. Members agreed that the Atworth 
Show had seemed to be very successful and 
the WI teas enjoyed. We also plan to be 
involved in the Rural Arts Project to create a 
mural in the Village Hall. 

Our speaker for the September meeting  was 
Chris Smith from Pennard Plants in East 
Pennard, Somerset, who gave us an 
informative talk on ornamental grasses  – 
with the emphasis on the ―tough‖ nature of 
these plants and their ease of cultivation, 
particularly, for many varieties, in dry 
conditions; although some would be at home 
in, or close to, damp spots. His nursery would 
make an interesting destination for a spring 
outing.  

We have a walk on Tuesday 18th September  
– meet at the hall at 2:00pm and a pub lunch 
walk now on Friday October 5th – meet at 
the hall at 10:30am. 

Craft afternoons on Tuesday 25th September 
and Friday 12th October, at 2:00pm 

Our next monthly meeting is on Monday 15th 
October in the Village Hall, when David 
Taylor will demonstrate how to create 
―Flowers from Wood‖. 

The November 19th  meeting will be at 7:30 
pm in the Village Hall – the speaker will be 
Anne Cooper from the Healing Hands 
network. 

Guests are always welcome to attend these 
meetings, or to join us for a walk – call me on 
790522 for details of walks. 

The Autumn Fair will take place on Saturday 
November 3rd, from 10:00am to noon, in the 
Village Hall. 

Pam Loosmore  

Atworth Autumn Show  

Building on the success of 2006, this year‘s 

show had more entries than the previous year 

- despite the difficult growing conditions this 

season. The WI very kindly supported the 

show again by providing teas, which were 

thoroughly enjoyed and enabled those visit-

ing the show to take a break and catch up 

with friends in the village. 

The winners in each category were: 

Botanic Nursery trophy for Horticulture 
  .................................... Mrs Jean Kain 

Margaret Johnson rose bowl for art and craft 
First place (shared) ................ Mrs E Marsden  
  .................... & Marguerite Baithwaite 

Atworth WI trophy for cookery & preserving 
  .......................... Mrs Heather Chaplin 

Prime Arts trophy, outstanding achievement  
  ......................... Miss Philippa Wilson 

First place Children‘s section (shared) 
  ...................................... Ben Yeatman  
  ............................. & Hannah Dolman 

Seedlings category (ages 2–5), First place  
  ..................... Felix Langley Chappell. 

We are very grateful for the sponsorship of 
the Neston Park Farm Shop this year which 
enabled us to produce the schedule with 
Ceinwen Lloyd‘s cover design in full colour.  
We hope that the village will continue to sup-
port the Farm Shop. The winning cover for 
next year‘s show schedule has been designed 
by Ben Yeatman, and we hope to be able to 
do Ben‘s design justice next year. 

Gemma and Maggie would welcome any 
feedback on this year‘s show, including ideas 
for any classes that people would like to see 
in the show next year.  We would particularly 
welcome comments from young people as we 
would like to increase the number of entries 
from children and young people next year.  
Please drop a note through Maggie‘s door 
(29a Bath Road) with your suggestions. 

Maggie McDonald  
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Atworth Village Magazine  

Subscribe!  

Did you know that for £10.00 per annum, 

you can have a copy of the Atworth Village 

magazine sent by first class post to any of 

your friends or relatives living in the UK. 

This is an excellent way to let those who 

may have moved out of the village know 

what is going on! 

For advice on the cost of overseas 

subscriptions, please contact the editor. 

Wiltshire Calor Village of the Year Competition. 
Unfortunately it clashed with the induction of our 
new vicar. As a result Mrs Mavis King and two 
members of the Youth Club would represent the 
Village. The Council recorded its thanks to them 
and to Ken Spencer, the editor of the Village 
Magazine who had put together a CD for showing 
at the event. 

Post Meeting Note: postponed due to inclement 
weather, new date to be notified. 

Local Authorities (Code of Conduct) The Parish 
Council formally adopted the Local Authorities 
(Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 and, 
specifically, Paragraph 12(2); proposed Bill 
Cooke, seconded Bob Hole. The Clerk would 
bring forward to the next meeting of the Council 
revised Standing Orders reflecting this decision 
plus other financial and administrative processes 
necessary to ensure proper audit arrangements are 
in place. 

Village Trees The Clerk read out the gist of a 
report commissioned on village trees, excepting 
those on the recreation field. Copies will be 
provided to those Councillors who requested. The 
Clerk was asked to take up the removal and 
replacement of the almond tree in Fleetwood Rise 
with the District Council. 

Dog Bin In the light of the inaction of the District 
Council it was agreed, proposed John Lambert, 
seconded Alan Bagnall that a bin should be 
purchased and fitted. The Clerk was asked to 
arrange. 

Correspondence 

3 Nursery Close, gate access It was agreed; 
proposed Bill Cooke, seconded Maureen Weston, 
that; subject to payment of the appropriate fee, that 
access be granted. The Council noted that the fee 
for Gate Access and Car Parking were due to be 
reviewed at its November Meeting for the calendar 
year 2008. 

Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service The Council 
noted its report. 

Parking in Coronation Road The Clerk read out a 
letter from WWDC expressing concern over 
access due to poor parking behaviour. It was 
agreed that the Clerk should add the need for 
parking control at the junction of Coronation Road 
to the existing bid for controls on, both, Bradford 
Rd & Mead Park. The Clerk should also write to 
the village magazine drawing attention to the 
problem and asking for careful parking both there 
and in all narrow lanes & streets in the Parish. 

Planning Applications 

AT05/00178  0ld Workmans Hall. Appeal against 
refusal. Result of appeal awaited 

JF/W07.09008 Churchfields School, new staff & 

(Continued from page 19) admin‘ area.  The Clerk was asked to write as a 
matter of urgency to express the Parish Councils 
concern at the threat of refusal of this application 
and to encourage all parties to sit down and seek 
solution. 

AT07/01577 Neston Park shop, roadside hoarding. 
 Await decision. 

AT07/01983 1 Greenland Close, fell apple tree. 
 Await decision. 

AT07/02063 Poplar Farm, remove leylandii. 
 Await decision. 

Authorisation of Cheques 

AON Ltd (village hall insurance) £1668.28 

Community First £34.00 

Allianz (parish council insurance) £758.00 

Southern Fire Security £86.73 

English Landscapes £190.29 

G Canfield (caretaker expenses) £10.99 

Nicholls (clock service) £166.85 

Atworth Pre-school £300.00 

Atworth Youth Club £500.00 

Atworth Village Magazine £150.00 

P Sullivan (youth club repairs) £1050.00 

English Landscapes (grass cut) £95.14 

Atworth W I (caretaker services) £287.50 

Approved; proposed Bob Hole, seconded John 
Lambert 

Any other Business 

Footways on A365. Maureen Weston raised state 
of pavement on north side of the main road 
through the village. The Clerk was asked to take 
up with the Highways Authority. 

Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesdays, 19th September & 21st November 
2007 at 7:00pm in Village Hall 

The Meeting closed at 9.05pm.. 

Charles Boyle , Clerk to Atworth Parish Council 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our services to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Womenôs Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 

Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 

Chris Price  

Letter from Revd Jill Perrett  

Did you know it‘s the time of year in the 
Church when we give thanks? 

We give thanks in our Harvest Services for all 
the fruits of creation and the produce of the 
earth. It‘s a time when we remember the hard 
work of all those who work in farming and 
agriculture, who till the soil and work the land 
so that we can all enjoy the fruits of their 
labour. That way of life certainly has its 
challenges, so those who farm show that they 
are dedicated and committed to the task and 
don‘t give up easily. 

At harvest time we give thanks for all the fruits 
of the earth, the fruits of the harvest.  

We thank God for all that we have. And there 
are so many things for which we can give 
thanks aren‘t there? 

The beauty of creation, of the countryside 
which we see in glorious splendour all around 
us here; the community in which we live, our 
families and friends and so much more… 

To have the approach of giving thanks and 
appreciating all that we have and seeing 
everything as ‗gift‘, brings so much joy, for 
ourselves as well as for others. 

Cultivating an attitude of gratitude or counting 
our blessings helps us to stay positive. 

How good are we though at giving thanks? 

When was the last time you thanked those 
whom you value? 

Sometimes we can unwittingly take people for 
granted and not say thanks. A word of thanks 
goes such a long way, doesn‘t it? 

It makes people feel valued, encouraged and 
appreciated. 

I would like to say thank you to everyone in the 
church and in the community who have already 
made us feel so welcome in the short time that 
we have been here and this has really helped to 
make us feel at home. 

So let‘s never miss out on opportunities to give 
thanks and show our gratitude for everything 
that we have and not just at Harvest, but all the 
year. 

Revd Jill Perrett ,  
Priest-in-charge, Atworth & Shaw churches 

Environmentally Speaking  

Watering Plants: Two 24 gallon plastic 
dustbins, placed to receive rainwater from 
say, a shed or small greenhouse roof, can 
store sufficient rainwater to keep 12 tomato 
plants thriving in a greenhouse, providing 
them with 2 gallons each day for the duration 
of their growth (250 gallons has been 
calculated so far this year).  For householders 
on Water Meters, this is an excellent saving.  
Remember to cover the open-topped dustbins 
with some mesh, to prevent birds seeing a 
reflection and drowning in the water. 

Help with Reading Skills  

The new term has commenced at George 
Ward School, bringing in a number of 
children who have reading difficulties. We 
need volunteers who will sit in the School 
Library for an hour once per week, and listen 
to a child reading. This is such important 
volunteering, and very rewarding as each 
session will show improvement. 

Guidance and support is on hand all the time.  
Please telephone Mavis (T:702495) if you 
could spare some time, once a week, or once 
a fortnight. 
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Minutes of the Meeting of Atworth Parish 

Council, Wednesday 18th July 2007  

Apologies: Mr T Chivers, District Councillor. 
Robert Floyd. 

Attending: William Bird (Chairman), Bill Cooke 
(Vice-Chairman), Alan Bagnall, Bob Hole, John 
Lambert & Mrs Maureen Weston. Mr Jonathan 
Higgs joined the Council after co-option. Mr 
Cooke chaired discussion on items up to and 
including Parish Plan as Mr Bird was delayed. 

Minutes: The Minutes of the previous meeting 
were approved with one amendment; proposed 
John Lambert, seconded Alan Bagnall. 

Matters Arising  

Additional Parish Councillor It was agreed; 
proposed John Lambert, seconded Alan Bagnall, 
that Mr Jonathon Higgs be co-opted to the Parish 
Council to fill the remaining vacancy. The Vice-
Chairman welcomed Mr Higgs to the Council. 

Sub-Committee Posts It was agreed that Mrs 
Maureen Weston should join the Community 
Emergency Representatives. NB. Mr A McFarlane 
has also agreed to join.  It was agreed that 
Jonathan Higgs should be the Parish Council‘s 
representative on the Village Hall Committee. 
Councillors would consider possible nominations 
for Churchfield School Community Governor The 
list of posts would now be published, as would a 
full list of Parish Councillors. 

Parish Plan The Parish Council concluded, after 
debate, subject to regular review on progress, that 
Atworth should seek to establish a Parish Plan; 
proposed Maureen Weston, seconded John 
Lambert. It was further agreed that Messrs Cooke 
& Floyd + Mrs Weston would represent the Parish 
Council on the steering committee; proposed Alan 
Bagnall, seconded Bob Hole. The Clerk was asked 
to report the decision in the village magazine and 
invite parishioners to participate. It was also 
agreed that the cost of joining the Society of Local 
Clerks would be met by the Parish Council; 
proposed John Lambert, seconded Maureen 
Weston. 

Affordable Housing Project The Council noted 
that the District Council solicitors were examining 
the options for access to the original proposed site. 

School Travel Plan  The Parish Council were 
pleased to note that the Travel Plan is now 
underway with a walking bus due to start in 
September. It was also noted that Mr Chivers has 
already raised the issue of a pedestrian crossing 
with the County Council. The Clerk was asked to 
liaise with the school to agree the next steps. The 
Clerk has one outstanding action which he will 
now complete. 

Transfer of Land to Parish Council  The Chairman 

reported that Mr S Carnie was unable to erect the 
remaining flag pole. The Clerk was asked to obtain 
quotes. 

Parish Steward  The Steward was in the parish 
today. The scheme was working well. 

Accounts, Annual Return.  The Council noted the 
end of June Balance Sheet. The Internal Auditor 
has concluded his examination of the 2006/7 
accounts. They are now with the External Auditor. 

Donations  The Council noted that all donations, 
as per the agreed Annual Expenditure, had been 
made. The Youth Club & Pre-School had written 
thanking the Council for the donations.  It was 
agreed; proposed Maureen Weston, seconded Bob 
Hole, that a £125 excess on an insurance claim for 
the Youth Club be meet by the Parish Council. 

Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant The Clerk 
reported that he had discussed with Mr Chivers the 
lack of response from the District Council. Mr 
Chivers would follow up. The Clerk is still 
attempting to involve the Probation Service as part 
of Community Action. 

Dog Control Orders The Clerk reported that the 
Orders will come into effect on 1 August. He 
would publicize in village magazine & notice 
boards. 

Lane to Stonar The Clerk advised that Mr Chivers 
had taken up the issue with the County Council. 
The Clerk would keep hastening the Highways 
Authority. 

Meeting with Community Police The PCSO will 
attend the September meeting of the Council. 

Atworth Village Green A hard kerb has been 
requested but depends on the School Travel Plan. 
Other issues e.g. pedestrian crossing had a higher 
priority at present. 

Unitary Authority for Wiltshire, proposed. The 
Parish Council noted that the decision would now 
be announced in early August. 

Invitation to tour Police Incident Response Unit 
The Clerk has written and thanked the Police for 
the visit. The Council noted that there was an open 
invite to revisit. 

Village Bier The Chairman reported that Mr Bray 
was considering whether he could undertake the 
renovation 

75a Bradford Road The Clerk read a letter from 
the Planning Authority responding to his enquiry. 
It was concluded that that the issue be monitored 
and returned to as necessary. 

Vacancy for Governor, Churchfields See Sub-
Committee note above. 

Best Kept Village Competition The Council noted, 
with pleasure, that Atworth had come second in 
the District. They further expressed their delight 
that the Parish was in the final, this Friday, of the 
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ST. MICHAELôS, ATWORTH & CHRIST CHURCH, SHAW 
Revd. Jill Perrett 01225 703498 (letter on page 9) 

Church Services for October 2007 

7th October ...... Trinity 18 ..................... 10:00am .... Harvest Festival .................................... Atworth 

14th October ....  ...................................... 8:00am ..... Said Communion (BCP)....................... Atworth 

 ......................... Hospital Sunday ........... 10:00am .... Parish Communion ....................................Shaw 

21st October ..... One World Sunday ...... 10:00am .... Family Service ..................................... Atworth 

28th October .... Bible  Sunday............... 10:00am .... Parish Communion ....................................Shaw 

4th November .. All Saints Day  ............. 10:00am .... Parish Communion (with Baptism) ...... Atworth 

 .........................  ...................................... 6:30pm ..... All Souls Service .......................................Shaw 

Tuesdays 2nd, 9th, 15th, 23rd, 30th ....... 7:00pm ..... Said Communion (BCW) ..........................Shaw 

October Services feature innovations 

On Hospital Sunday Mrs Marilyn Evans, a voluntary worker from Salisbury hospital and 
hospice will be our guest speaker. The short service for One World Sunday will suit all ages 
including our Sunday School. Another guest speaker for Bible Sunday – Doreen Amos, has an 
intriguing story to tell – not to be missed! 

Celebrations 

We welcomed into the church We welcomed into the church Max Howard Turner Hutchinson 
and Charles Raif Hutchinson who were baptised at St Michael‘s Atworth on 19th August & 
Lily Grace Baker who was baptised at Christ Church Shaw on 26th August.  

In Memoriam  

We remember all those who have recently died and especially the friends & family of Sarah 
Amelia Whibley, Stanley Wilde, Jean Lake, Alan Braithwaite & Peter Rainford.  

All Souls Service 

On Sunday 4th November at 6:30pm, at Christ Church Shaw a short Evensong Service will 
commemorate All Souls. We will remember those who have recently died or who are ‗on our 
hearts‘. Their names will be read during the Service and there will be an opportunity to place 
lighted candles at the Altar in memory of our loved ones. 

If you would like us to remember your loved one by name in the prayers, there will be lists 
available in Christ Church, Shaw & St. Michael‘s, Atworth for you to add their names to, or 
alternatively please ring June Brickell on 01225 703575 or Alan Jones on 01225 359166. 

Dianne Briggs  

 

For Baptisms, weddings, funerals please contact Revd. Jill Perrett on 01225 703498. 

Melksham & District Link Scheme  

DRIVERS UGENTLY REQUIRED 

Choose your own hoursðpetrol allowance paid. 
For further details phone 01225 790451 

 

PLEASE HELPðeven just 2hrs a month would help somebody 
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                          KA SPENCER (SOFTWARE ) 

           COMPUTER  SUPPORT AND SOFTWARE  DESIGN 

 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth. SN12 8LJ 
T:01225 707161   M :07768 738235 F:08707 062590 

E: kas@kaspencer.com W:www.kaspencer.com 
 

 Let us help you with your home & business computing 

 problems: broadband, networks (wireless  and wired),  
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October Update for July/August  

This is the first of what is to be a Bi-monthly 
update from your NPT. The last couple of 
months have been good and the School 
holidays passed without any major problems. 

There have been no logged incidents of anti-
social behaviour although I am aware of 
issues logged previous to July and these are 
being monitored. At this point I should 
remind you that any issues you have should 
be phoned in on 0845 408 7000 this will then 
produce a log and form part of the statistics 
for the area concerned. 

Other issues being monitored are the mis-use 
of some type of fireworks, parking in Mead 
Park, cold callers and speeding in Bath road. 

There was also an incident involving a child 
being bitten by a dog. I would remind all dog 
owners that all dogs must be under control 
whilst in a public place 

There were calls to us about Cold Callers and 
a patrol was sent out to check, enquiries were 
made and they were legitimate. However 
always check before allowing strangers in. If 
in doubt, shut them out. Call 0845 408 7000 

There have been an increase in shed 
burglaries in the Melksham area and I would 
advise that even when at home you keep 
doors secure and also lock your sheds. 

The Neighbourhood Tasking Group members 
have been carefully selected from your area 
for their experiences and knowledge and the 
first quarterly meeting is to be held in 
October at Melksham Town Hall. A full list 
of the members will be published in the 
coming months.  

I would remind all those having received 
invitations to RSVP. 

The purpose of the group is to discuss and 
decide the three priorities for the agencies to 

focus on for the next three months. Anyone 
with issues that they feel should be targeted 
can contac t  us  via  emai l  a t ; 
melkshamwestnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  
or telephone 0845 408 7000 or you could use 
your NPT Post Box situated in The Bear 
Garage. 

Please remember that the nights are closing in 
now and when cycling you should have lights 
on your bike and preferably light clothing. I 
would also remind you that cycling on the 
footpath is an offence for which you can be 
fined. 

Motorists should look now to preparing there 
vehicles for the winter. Anti-freeze etc. 

Maggie Ledbury , PCSO 

1st Atworth Guide Camp 2007  

Oh what a summer, and when we arrived at 
our campsite at Upton Cheyney it was very 
soggy and squelchy underfoot but fortunately 
we were able to use another site up the hill 
that was dry. After initially setting up the 
camp in rather damp weather the sun came 
out and the Guides settled into a routine and 
joined in the usual Patrol chores.  

During the camp many traditional Guiding 
and camping skills were tried and enjoyed. 
Other activities included being marooned on 
Newspaper Island, and as the name suggests 
everything was made from newspaper i.e. a 
freestanding flagpole with flag, a message for 
a bottle, a cup to carry water and a sun hat.  
Before recycling the paper the girls had a 
snowball fight - the Young Leaders came off 
worse. They also painted T-shirts made small 
flower brooches, friendship bracelets, and 
went swimming at Keynsham Leisure Centre 
with an hour after to look around the shops.  

The Panther Patrol won the Camp Patrol 
competition, well done. 

Our thanks go to Vince Cainey and Mary 
Baker for their help with transporting the 
equipment. 

Lynn Edwards, Guider 

Neighbourhood 

Policing Teams 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group   

The September meeting celebrated our 7th 
anniversary. A mountain of blankets, 
sweaters and  we are just 25 fingerless mitts 
short of our target of 2007 two months earlier 
than anticipated. This has meant that 400 
pairs of mitts have been already sent to a 
remote area of Ukraine and will be 
distributed well before Christmas. The 
balance of mitts will be on its way in October 
to a less remote area together with other 
goodies. 

(New readers start here: want to see what 
these mitts are like?  Come along to Corsham 
Library on Thursday, 18th October and see 
us in action.  Want to learn to knit or crochet 
– we can give you a lesson.) 

A well attended meeting – 50 in all including 
4 new pairs of hands and one visitor from 
Bristol. The start of the meeting had its 
moments as we had to set up a new layout 
but despite some congestion a good time was 
had by all. We also had Trish with an 
interesting stall of cards, wrapping papers 
etc., and the sales we made earned us £6.00+ 
for Wiltshire Air Ambulance. 

Just to keep us going – as one challenge is 
completed we launched a minor project – a 
woolly Noah‘s Ark – and some brave spirits 
undertook (from patterns supplied) the 
construction of a variety of animals – 
volunteers wanted for turtles, lions and lady-
birds. We intend to complete the enterprise 
by our November meeting and raffle at the 
Christmas Bazaar. 

Our new project involves ―Headwarmers for 
all‖ but details not yet resolved…how many? 
We have to beat last year‘s total. Annual 
report in progress when all will be revealed. 

We are always pleased to welcome new faces 
to our meetings. Our Group is open to 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club  

The finish to the season has been in direct 
contrast to the beginning. Unfortunately, 4 
defeats in August and another in early 
September have consigned the club to 
another losing season.  

With only a further two games possible, the 
current situation is Played 28, Won 12, Lost 
15 with 1 abandoned.  

Several games were close affairs and no area 
of the game had been predominantly weak, 
just not quite good enough at the right times. 
However, the acquisition of three new and 
talented players means that we have a good 
base to start next season. 

Indoor Season This month will see the 
beginning of the indoor season.  

Awards Later this month, the club will hold 
its awards dinner where trophies for Players‘ 
Player of the Year, All-rounder of the Year 
and Clubman of the year will be awarded. 
Other awards are: Fielder of the Year, Bowler 
of the Year, Catch of the Year, and Young 
Player of the Year which are closely followed 
by our tongue-in-cheek awards of Spit the 
Dummy and Worst Shot of the Year. Many 
members have put in a huge effort to ensure 
that cricket returned to the field by the pub 
and all will be thanked accordingly. 

Howard Fountain , Club Captain 

anyone who enjoys knitting and/or crochet or 
would like to learn. We meet on the first 
Thursday of each month from 10:00am to 
noon (more or less) at the Corsham 
Community Centre, Beechfield Road. 
Members donate £2.00 towards costs and 
bring a mug, we supply the yarn, the needles, 
the hooks, patterns, tea and coffee.  

We look forward to seeing you – you may 
meet old friends but you will certainly make 
new ones!  

Gwen Davies 01225  810330 

Peg Smith      01249 713 879 
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New Term & New Longer opening 

hours  

Our new term has had a fantastic start with all 
the new children settling in really well. Ella, 
our new member of staff has settled in too 
and is already becoming a firm favourite with 
the children. Anne & Ella have some good 
topics planned and have already enjoyed 
walks out to the recreation ground. 

The longer opening hours (we now open from 
9:15am-3:00pm Mondays & Thursdays) have 
been welcomed and enjoyed by the children 
and their parents. 

We have already received our Sainsbury‘s 
Active Kids Vouchers sports & cookery 
equipment which has boosted the resources 
for the children. A huge thank you to every-
one who donated their vouchers. 

The Pre-school is going from strength to 
strength and numbers are increasing all the 
time. We do still have some places available 
and welcome visitors during any of our ses-
sions. Anne, our play leader is happy to dis-
cuss your requirements and answer any ques-
tions you may have, please see our regular 
advert for contact details. 

Due to our longer opening hours we are look-
ing for some extra part time help during 
lunch times and to cover full sessions if Anne 
or Ella is away. No qualifications are needed 
but liking and enjoying the company of pre-
school age children is essential. The role can 
be either on a voluntary or employed basis.  
The regular hours would be for 45mins to 1 
hour over the lunch period on Mondays & 
Thursdays, school terms only. Some flexibil-
ity to cover full sessions at short notice may 
be required. Please contact Anne our Pre-
School Leader for more details. 

The parent led committee has their Annual 
General Meeting planned for Monday 1st 
October 2007 at 8:00pm. Anyone with an 

interest in the Pre-School is very welcome to 
attend. A new Committee is needed to be 
voted in to ensure that Pre-School continues 
to grow and develop. Please contact us if you 
would like to attend. 

Annette Walsh , Chairperson 

Atworth Youth Club  

September saw an exciting addition to Youth 
Club – the start of an over 15‘s evening, 
complete with three new staff members, one 
of whom lives in Atworth.  This had taken six 
months planning. Funding from the Rural 
Network Fund has been obtained for eight 
months covering Autumn/Winter. 

No charge is made for an evening with 
friends in the Club Centre, but all who attend 
must take out Youth Club membership. The 
young people will compile their own 
programmes, and already it is proposed to 
have a Music Project funded by MusicXpress 
from the Pound Arts Centre, Corsham.  
Bowling evenings are planned, and floristry 
for the girls, with Amanda‘s guidance.   
Amanda is another Atworth resident, who 
used to be a Youth Club member!  We now 
have three past members helping. 

Even more news, we have at long last found 
an Atworth person to organise informal  craft 
evenings this coming Autumn/Winter.  Many 
many thanks to Dawn. 

Our Cycle Safety Evening on September 11th 
was a remarkable session, with 27 local 
youngsters enjoying attendance. 17 of them 
brought along their cycles. They were 
instructed on safe cycling, care of their 
cycles, and how to repair a puncture, by 
Atworth cycling specialist Glenne Pearce, 
with his colleague from Melksham Cycle 
Shop.  All  the cycles were code-marked, by 
Glenne and Steve, assisted by Tony Perrett 
and the Youth Club staffing team. 

Membership is now so buoyant, that a 
waiting list may have to be created. 

Mavis King  


