
Atworth Village MagazineðFebruary 2008 Page 28 

Visit the  Atworth village web site at  www.atworth.org.ukðtell us what you think! 

Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm 
  OctoberðMay 

Atworth History Group  in St Michaelôs Church Hall 
   

Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (termtime only 

Thursdays 7:30-9:30pm 
First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

Atworth Youth Club ðover 15s  £5.00 registration after one visit 
The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

FEBRUARY  2008  

Friday 1st 
  7:30pm 

St Michael and All Angels  in the church hall
 Call my BluffðWine Tasting tickets £7.50 per person 

Monday 4th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 óFarming the Upper Deverillsô  with Richard Stratton 

Tuesday  12th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Wednesday 13th 
  6:00pm 

Churchfields, The Village School (Atworth)  at the School 
 DISCO 

Monday 18th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
  Reiki: what it is and how it can benefit all with Ann Tottingham  

Sunday 24th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

Tuesday 26th 9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

MARCH  2008  

Saturday 1st 2:00pm Cancer Research Bazaar  in Broughton Gifford village Hall 

Monday 3rd 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 óThe Coaching Eraô  Roy Gallop and Ken Griffiths  

Tuesday  11th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Monday 17th 7:30pm Atworth WI    AGM and Visit of WI Adviser in the village hall 

Wednesday 19th ?time Annual Parish Assembly   
 followed by Parish Council meeting in the village hall 

Tuesday 25th 9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Sunday 30th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

Submit your items for the March 2008 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ  

Next copy date: 12th February 2008  

 

Atworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  
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We had no correspondence this month. 

However, the  following letters, submitted by 

David Webb, have been copied from an 

autograph book, which was dated June 1852: 

 
Madam, 
 

Most worthy of estimation after some 

consideration and some meditation of the 

great reputation you have in the nation Iôve a 

strong inclination to become your relation 

and to give a demonstration of my 

approbation I am now making preparation to 

remove my habitation to a more convenient 

situation to pay you adoration, and more 

frequent visitation for the sake of 

conversat ion whereby to obta in 

commiseration if this kind of observation be 

worth your acceptation it will be an 

obligation beyond all consideration to yours 

for ever without dissimulation. 
 

Albert 

 

And was Albert disappointed with the reply? 

 
Sir 
 

I received your oration with much 

deliberation and after some consideration and 

some meditation on seeming infatuation 

which seized your imagination when you 

made such a declaration and expressed your 

veneration on so slender a foundation and 

after some examination and some 

contemplation suppose it done for  recreation  

or out of ostentation to display your 

education by an enumeration of words of the 

same pronunciation though with great 

variation and difference of termination which 

commendation but I think imitation sufficient 

gratification. 
 

Yours 
 

Laura Annie 

New Year 2008  

Seven people gathered at the Clock Tower 
to see in the New Year, and celebrated the 
event with a glass of champagne.  

Will this become a regular tradition in 
Atworth? 

Steve Clark (on the right), who winds the clock, 

with his two brothers. 

The motley collection welcome the new year, 

while the old clock ticks on (below) 

[Pictures: Paul Stride and Lynne Spencer] 
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February 2008 Editorial  

Finance Person 

So far, we havenôt had any volunteers to 
take on the rôle of Finance Person for the 
magazine. We do hope that someone will 
come forward soon.  

Feel free to ring me on 707161 if you 
would like more information. 

Neighbourhood Police Teams 

The Neighbourhood Police Teams, now 
incorporated into the Melksham First 
Community Safety Group had its third 
meeting earlier in January. Atworth is 
represented in the Melksham East Team. 

There was much discussion on the poor 
recycling arrangements and how they are 
contributing to fly-tipping and litter in 
general. We are advised that the way to 
get recycling and other facilities improved 
is to write to West Wiltshire District 
Council and make our views known. Our 
District Councillor Terry Chivers also 
invites comments on this issue in his 
report on page 9. 

Police ñStay out Strangerò Calendar 

On page 16, we give details of a free 
calendar for 2008 designed by the Police 
and other agencies, with the aim of 
helping elderly and vulnerable people to 
combat distraction burglaries. The 
calendars are available by web or 
telephone order . 

Website Page for the Clock 

We are still in need of information 
regarding the history and other information 
about the Clock Tower, for a page on the 
Atworth Village website.  

We would be very grateful if anyone with 
any information, background or interesting 
stories about the clock, would email either 
the editor, via magazine@atworth.org.uk 
or Richard Bill, richardbill@hotmail.co.uk.  

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2006  

Size         Issues: single 6 12  
Whole page £16.50 £16.25  £16.00 
Half page £8.50 £8.25 £8.00 
Quarter page £4.50 £4.25 £4.00 
Eighth page £3.00 £2.75 £2.50 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising availability contact Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor) and for pricing please email 
Kenneth Spencer until further notice. 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover dateðcopy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: until further notice, cash/cheque, 
payable to ñAtworth Village Magazineò. 
Post: Kenneth Spencer 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone:  

Receipts: please enclose a stamped ad-
dressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Atworth Parish Council  

Agenda for the meeting of Atworth Parish 

Council held on Wednesday 16th January 

2008 at 7:00pm in the village Hall 

 

Minutes To approve and sign the minutes of 

the previous meeting.              

Matters Arising  

1. Community Policing 

2. Parish Plan 

3. Affordable Housing 

4. School Travel Plan 

5. Erection of Flag Pole 

6. Accounts 07/08 & Precept for 2008/09 

7. Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant 

8. State of lane to Stonar 

9. Unitary Authority for Wiltshire 

10. Village Bier, refurbishment 

11. Dog Bin & Dog Warden 

12. Footways on A365, north side 

13. Melksham Health Working Group 

14. Lighting on Bath Road between mini 

roundabout & Purlpit 

15. Closure of Atworth Recycling Site. 

16. Car Parking & Gate Fees 2008. 

17. Godwins Close, children playing signs 

18. Sweeping of Bradford Road & 

overgrown ditch [in] Mount Pleasant 

19. Securing the Village Green 

Correspondence 

A. Wiltshire CC Corporate Plan 2007 

B. West Wiltshire Core Strategy Issues & 

Options- Parish Seminars 

C. WALC Training day for new councillors. 

Reports None to date 

Planning 

AT07/00178 Old Workmans Hall Approved 

AT07/03593 Reduce & Prune Wellingtonia 

St Michaels  Part Approved 

AT07/03790 28 Bath Rd, extô to rear 

elevation   Await decision 

AT07/03928 4 Greenland Close conservatory 

  To consider                          

Authorisation of Cheques 

English Landscapes, grass cutting ........ £95.14 

Sahara (Melksham) Ltd, Youth Club . 1748.40 

SR Jordan, Flag Pole ........................... £45.00 

English Landscapes, grass cutting ....... £95.14 
 

Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesdays, 19th March, after the Parish 

Assembly, and 21st May 2008 (AGM) 

Date 7th January 2008 
 

Signed Charles Boyle, Clerk 

A36 Closure  

The A36 at Limpley Stoke is due to close 
soon, for major road works owing to 
subsidence. The reconstruction work is 
expected to take three months. 

Traffic will be required to take alternative 
routes, and the A365 is likely to be 
affected. 

Dog Fouling around Atworth  

The WW District Council Dog Warden 
would like to remind dog owners that it is 
permissible to place dog droppings into 
their own grey wheeled bins, as long as it 
is wrapped  carefully in a plastic bag. 

Whilst out walking, carry plastic bags and 
use the dog waste bins provided.  

Please do not let dogs off the lead in 
Studely Farm Lane until you have passed 
the houses and the Youth Club. Dog 
mess is causing problems for children 
because of fouling on the grassy areas 
before the cattle grid. 

Nuisance Dog Barking  

We have been asked to remind dog 
owners to ensure that their dog is 
comfortable when left alone all day,  or 
for long periods, especially if outside in a 
garden or yard. 

Dog owners may not be aware that their 
dog is causing annoyance by prolonged 
barking and so should ensure that the 
dog is not distressed or in need of food, 
company or exercise.  
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speaker from the charity ñMercy Shipsò. 

Our February meeting will be on Monday 
18th, in the Village Hall. A walk is planned 
for Tuesday 5th February. Meet at the 
Village Hall at 1:45 pm. 

Guests are always welcome to attend 
these meetings, held on the third Monday 
of each month at 7:30pm in the village 
hall, or to join us for a walk. 

Call our secretary  for details of meetings 
or me on 790522 for details of walks. 

Pam Loosmore  

Atworth Youth Club  

AYC commenced its thirteenth year on 8th 
January. Adult assistance with small 
maintenance needs is urgently required.  

The young people are creating their own 
programme for the year, and every effort 
will be made to provide the chosen 
activities. We follow Government 
requirements from the White Paper ñEvery 
Child Mattersò. There are five categories:- 
Be Healthy; Stay Safe;    Enjoy & Achieve; 
Make a Positive Contribution; Achieve 
Economic Wellbeing. These sound 
typically beaurocratic titles, but when 
dissected (at the very many meetings I 
have to attend) the underlying directives 
are sound guidelines  for the provision of a 
Youth Club in the 21st century. We are but 
an independent rural Club, ósmall fryô in the 
big pool of youth needs for the Nation, but 
unless AYC conforms to official 
Government guidelines, we cannot receive 
grants and we need funding to survive. 

Thirty-seven young people enjoyed our 
Circus Skills Event on 18th December, 
and thanks go to parents who provided 
food for the evening.    Our membership 
list is now closed for a while as we have 
insufficient helpers to ensure safety and 
wellbeing of a larger number. Our 
Thursday Over Fourteens is also growing, 
and the teenagers involved are busy with 
Keystone Awards (similar to Duke of 
Edinburgh) under the guidance of Kevin 
from Youth Action Wiltshire. 

Mavis King , Atworth Youth Club. 

Visitor to Atworth  

Atworth recently welcomed a visitor from 
the USA. Researching her family history, 
Lynn Osborn who lives in Boston, 
discovered she was the great, great 
granddaughter of Joseph Provis. Joseph, 
the first known School Master, taught here 
from 1846 until 1853 when the family 
emigrated to Australia. 

Being keen to see where her ancestors 
had lived Lynn made contact with the 
history group through the website 
www.atworth-familyhistory.co.uk and a 
visit was arranged.  

Lynn boarded at Kingôs Stile Cottage. 
David & Joan Webb were wonderful hosts, 
on Sunday taking Lynn to the morning 
church service then on to lunch, 
afterwards visiting Lacock and Maud 
Heathôs Causeway. In the evening Eileen 
Stoydin kindly accompanied Lynn on the 
procession through the village followed by 
a candlelit carol service at St. Michael & 
All Angels. 

David arranged for Lynn to visit the school, 
the museum and took her on a tour of the 
village. She also attended the History 
Group Meeting. Lynn was overwhelmed by 
the warm welcome and kindness she 
received from everyone, which made her 
visit so special and memorable. 

Gemma Jay  

Atworth WI  

Our December monthly meeting was held 
on Monday 17th December. Members of 
the committee brought seasonal dishes to 
be sampled by the other members, then 
we were entertained by an amusing, 
abridged version of the pantomime 
ñCinderellaò. 

The meeting on 21st January, will host a 
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Vacancy for Governor, Churchfields The 
Councillors were delighted to learn that Mr 
Simon Gould would be pleased to be 
nominated as a community governor. It was 
agreed; proposed Maureen Weston, seconded 
John Lambert that Mr Gould is nominated. 

Dog Bin The Clerk had taken up the matter 
with the District Council. The Clerk was 
instructed to raise this issue with Mr Chivers as 
per the Copse of Pines. Mr Lambert asked for 
the phone number of the Dog Warden. The 
Clerk would provide. 

Parking in Coronation Road The issue of 
access remains a problem. PCSO Ledbury is 
monitoring. Moving the refuse bins to the main 
road was suggested. 

Footways on A365, north side The Clerk awaits 
a response to his report of the deficiencies. 

Correspondence 

Past 106 Agreements The Parish Councillors 
could not recall any outstanding Agreements. 

Melksham Health Working Group An 
invitation to join was accepted, Maureen 
Weston will represent the Council. The Clerk 
was asked to arrange. Mrs Weston raised the 
issue of the campaign by Melksham Without 
Parish Council seeking to prevent the closure 
of Melksham Hospital. It was agreed, proposed 
Maureen Weston, seconded John Lambert, that 
Atworth Parish Council support the campaign. 

Lighting on Bath Road  The Council 
considered a letter from a resident for more 
street lighting between the roundabout and 
Purlpit. The Clerk was asked to clarify with the 
County Council whether the current lighting 
met the required standard. 

Closure of Atworth Recycling Centre It was 
agreed; proposed Alan Bagnall, seconded 
Jonathon Higgs, that the Youth Clubs request 
for the recycling bins to be removed be 
supported. As the removal was regrettable, 
though the circumstance was understood, the 
Clerk was asked to explore the possibility of 
the bins being moved onto Business Park land. 

Car Parking & Gate Fees It was agreed; 
proposed Bill Cooke, seconded John Lambert, 
that the car parking fee be raised to £60 from 

(continued from page 21) 1st January 2008. The Gate Fee to remain at 
£5.  

Reports 

Community Policing Team The Chairman 
reported that he and Mrs King attended a 
meeting in the Assembly Rooms with the Team 
and other local representatives. The Police had 
reported that over the next 3 months they 
would focus on anti social behaviour in 
Whitley; speeding in Atworth & Whitley and 
inconsiderate cycling. 

Planning Applications 

AT05/00178 0ld Workmanôs Hall.  

Appeal against refusal. Result of appeal 
awaited. 

Any other Business   

Alan Bagnall raised the issue of the wall on the 
high pavement moving. The Clerk would meet 
with him to decide what action could be taken. 

John Lambert asked that the electricity supply 
authorities be asked to be more sympathetic 
when trimmed to safeguard supply. The Clerk 
will contact. 

He also reported that large sections of Bradford 
Road were upswept. The Clerk would ask if the 
Parish Steward could do. 

It was noted that the ditching on the main road 
at Mount Pleasant was overgrown. The Clerk 
would pursue. 

The Chairman indicated that he would take up 
with the landowner opening up the trees 
planted at the entrance to the village. 

The Clerk was asked to identify if the placing 
of stakes along the Village Green verge could 
be arranged and at what cost.  

Authorisation of Cheques 

English Landscapes (grass cutting) ........ £95.14 
C.Boyle (office expenses) ..................... £125.83 
RBL Poppy Appeal (wreath) .................. £16.50 
A.Nichol (clock tower lighting) ............ £117.50 

Approved; proposed Maureen Weston, 
seconded Alan Bagnall. 

Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesdays, 16th January & 19th March 2008 
at 7:00pm in Village Hall 

The Meeting closed at 9:01pm. 
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Can you help your Village Magazine?  

Our appeal last month, for a Finance 
Person for the magazine didnôt produce 
any response, and so we have to repeat 
it. Maybe the rush of Christmas & the 
New Year got in the way.  

The Atworth Village Magazine is seeking 
a person to help with running some of its 
financial aspects. The work is voluntary, 
but would be good experience for anyone  
at home with young children, or it would 
suit someone who is semi-retired.  

The work involves only a few hours per 
month and will bring you into contact with 
local businesses and individuals.  

The main activities are: 

¶ print and send out (and monitor) 
invoices to advertisers and subscribers 
using our on-line accounting system; 

¶ receive all payments, pass on details 
to the editor, and then visit the bank  
(Melksham) monthly to pay them in; 

¶ receive, check and pay invoices from 
our printer and other suppliers, and 
pass on details to the editor; 

¶ contact advertisers and subscribers as 
their bookings come up for renewal. 

Full assistance and explanation of all 
aspects of these activities will be givenð
all that is needed is a little time (maybe 
an hour or two for three weeks of the 
month), a telephone, a computer and 
printer, and broadband Internet access.  

If all this sounds intimidating, it really 
shouldnôt be! It is a worthwhile r¹le to 
take on, and could give someone good 
experience that will be of benefit in the 
future. 

If you think that you can help, please 
contact the editor, Kenneth Spencer at 
magazine@atworth.org.uk, or, telephone 
7076161. 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club    

Indoor League  

So far we have maintained our objective 
of steady mediocrity. Played 5 Won 3 
and lost 2. After a lightning start with two 
hefty victories, we have been pegged 
back with one poor batting performance 
and a close defeat by Biddestone Youth. 
However, our most recent adventure saw 
us take on Spye Park Youth. The match 
ended with a victory by the Fleece by 10 
runs with 3 balls to spare. A close game 
by indoor terms. Credit to the whole team 
for an excellent all-round performance.  

Winter Nets  

These will be taking place at Bath Cricket 
Club. They will run for 8 weeks from Jan 
31st (Thurs) between 8-9 pm. All current 
and new members are most welcome. 
Please get in touch if you need further 
details.  

Race Night  

Our popular race night will return on 
Thursday, March 27th (to be confirmed) 
not February 28th as some of you may 
have heard. Watch out for further details 
in the next issue.  

Howard Fountain , Club Captain 

Broughton Gifford Cancer Research 

Bazaar  

Last year we made the most money ever 
in our first attempt at organising this 
bazaar. The pressure is on to match or 
even exceed it! So please note the date, 
Saturday, 1st March in your diary: it 
starts at 2:00pm in the village hall 
(behind the Fox public house) Broughton 
Gifford. 

It will be a good family afternoon with 
stalls, and tea and cake. If you cannot 
attend you can make a donation to 
Cancer Research UK by contacting me. 

Susan Mathias , 01225 812116. 
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Advertise your goods & 
services in the Atworth 

Village magazine  
 

The Atworth Village magazine is 
delivered free-of-charge to all homes 
within the parish of Atworth. 

Advertising in the magazine is a cost-
effective way of reaching anyone and 
everyone in the village. It also 
s u p p o r t s  a n  i m p o r t a n t 
communication method in the village 

For details of advertising rates, 
dimensions, and on how to present 
your advertisement, see the 
magazine pages on the Atworth 
V i l l a g e  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /
www.atworth.org.uk. Click on the 
ñMagazineò link in the left hand 
scrolling pane. 
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advertising entries from the online 
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time of the document, and also to 
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Atworth Parish Council  

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 
21st November 2007 

Apologies Robert Floyd & Bob Hole. 

Attending William Bird (Chairman), Bill 
Cooke (Vice-Chairman), Alan Bagnall, Effie 
Gale-Sides, Jonathan Higgs & Maureen 
Weston. 

Minutes The minutes of the previous meeting 
were approved without amendment; proposed 
Alan Bagnall, seconded Effie Gale-Sides. 

Matters Arising  

Community Policing PCSO Debbie Huntley 
attended. She reported that, at present, there 
was insufficient evidence to proceed against 
those involved in the outbreak of vandalism 
last month. She reported that PCSO Ledbury 
was making herself very visible around the 
Parish. The Chairman asked what the 
community could do. PCSO Huntley asked that 
people keep vigilant and report anything that 
concerns them. The issues of speeding and 
inconsiderate cycling were also discussed. Both 
issues are being addressed by the Police. The 
Chairman thanked PCSO Huntley for attending 
and for Police efforts for the local community. 
On a separate but related issue, the Clerk was 
asked to contact the Highways Authority about 
erecting signs in Godwins Close on the lines of 
ñBeware Children Playingò. 

Parish Plan The Parish Council noted that the 
Clerk had set up a public meeting for 
Wednesday 5th December at 7:00pm. It was 
hoped for a good turnout. Those Councillors 
nominated as Parish Plan Representatives were 
invited to attend. 

Affordable Housing Project The Council 
suggestion that unused land in Mount Pleasant 
be considered for this project had been reported 
and a response awaited. The Clerk was asked to 
check with Community First if that land could 
be used for Affordable Housing. A response to 
the access question on the alternative plot of 
land was still awaited. 

School Travel Plan The Parish Clerk reported 
that the Walking Bus was now scheduled to 
start on Monday 26th November, mornings 
only for 2 days a week. The Clerk is still trying 

to get the issue of the pedestrian crossing 
addressed. 

Erection of Flag Pole The Chairman reported 
that, thanks to Steve Jordan, the stanchions for 
the pole were now in place. However it would 
be into the New Year before the pole could be 
fitted. 

Accounts & Annual Return The Council noted 
the end of October Balance Sheet. The Parish 
Council considered the 2008/9 Precept. Mrs 
Weston declared an interest over the proposal 
to increase the caretaker payment by 10%. It 
was agreed; proposed Bill Cooke, seconded 
Alan Bagnall, to do so. It was also agreed that a 
letter of thanks be sent. After discussion it was 
agreed; proposed Bill Cooke, seconded Effie 
Gale-Sides that the Precept for 2008/9 be set at 
£12,000. 

Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant The Clerk 
reported that there had been no progress on this 
subject. It was agreed; proposed Maureen 
Weston, seconded John Lambert, that Mr 
Chivers, District Councillor, be asked to 
intervene to try to move the process on. 

Lane to Stonar The Clerk was not getting a 
response to his requests for improvement. It 
was agreed; proposed Bill Cooke, seconded 
Alan Bagnall, that Mr Chivers, County 
Councillor, be asked to intervene. 

Unitary Authority for Wiltshire The Chairman 
reported on the meeting he had attended at 
County Hall. His impression was that whilst the 
County Council had the big picture they had 
not got into the detail of bringing together the 
work of the District Councils. Election 
arrangements were also discussed. The current 
thinking was to either to combine Parish 
Council elections with the first elections to the 
new Unitary Authority or to delay and extend 
the life of the current Parish Council until 
2011. The Parish Council noted the report.   

Village Bier The Chairman reported that Mr 
Bray had completed the renovation. The Bier 
would need to be relocated. Mr Bray believed 
that the Bier, in its disassembled state, could be 
taken up to the Village Museum. The Clerk 
was asked to write to the Chairman of the 
History Group to ask their agreement. 

(continued on page 23) 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our services to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Womenôs Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 

Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 

Rodney and Christine Price  

Wiltshire District Council Report  

Over the last month I have received end-
less complaints regarding the Councilôs 
recycling services, and in my view the com-
plaints are justified, and have been passed 
to the Council. Please contact me with any 
further concerns. 

In Atworth we have lost the recycling banks 
by  the Youth Club, and the Council are 
looking to put them elsewhere, whilst in 
Shaw, the main complaint is failure to 
empty the banks, which in my view is unac-
ceptable. We have seen a vast increase in 
fly tipping around the site, and I have keep-
ing a close eye and contacting the Council 
as soon as I see a problem accruing. 

I am also very concerned about the lack of 
action in repairing the post box at the junc-
tion of Top Lane and Corsham Road 
Whitley. I have now written to  the Royal 
Mail three times, and have yet to get a rep-
ly. I have now called Post Watch to ask that 
they request an urgent repair. 

Terry Chivers , WWDC Councillor 

dragon, over eight feet long. 

Since the end of the Second World War, 
weathervanes have become a very 
personal part of some households, even 
though, due to television, radio and 
newspaper weather forecasting, they are 
no longer used for their original purpose.  
The ócrowing cockô design continued to be 
most popular, as is an arrow over  four 
metal letters depicting North South East 
West. Weather vanes bearing a variety of 
ornamental messages were mounted on 
sheds in allotments and on garden walls. 

Walk around Atworth and Purlpit. You will 
discover exceptional wind vanes! Chapel 
Rise has a magnificent St. George and the 
Dragon; Post Office Lane displays a  vane 
depicting a medieval man walking with a 
ómeasuring wheelô. There is a fine example 
on our beautiful Clock Tower. Throughout 
Atworth and Purlpit there are many other 
delightful designs well worth discovering. 

Mavis King  

Wind and Weather Vanes  

Whilst looking skywards and risking tripping 
over uneven paving, have residents 
considered walking around Atworth and 
marvelling at the variety of wind vanes?  

Before the days of weather charts and the 
birth of the Meteorological Office, 
knowledge of the wind and hence weather 
prediction, was essential to try and gauge 
all manner of lifeôs necessities, such as 
growing crops, harvesting, journeying, and 
essentially, knowledge of wind direction for 
coastal habitation which relied on fishing. 

Weathervanes were probably placed on 
churches long before their use on other 
buildings. Towers and spires provided ideal 
sites. Church spires  also provided visual 
symbolism. The crowing cock represented 
Peterôs denial of Christ and until early in the 
20th century there would be few other 
symbols on  weathervanes. A 10th century 
drawing shows a óweathercockô on the 
tower of Winchester Cathedral. The Bayeux 
Tapestry includes a man, weathercock in 
hand, about to mount the roof of an Abbey. 
Some churches have vanes of dragons, the 
most famous being Wrenôs St Mary-le-Bow 
church in London. It is a beautiful copper 
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copied from a live person and each one is different from the next.) Seeing them 
standing three abreast is an overpowering experience.  Museums had wonderful old 
paintings and the traditional dances we saw were lovely. We visited schools and were 
impressed by 10-year-old children having achieved an impressive level in English which 
is terribly difficult for the Chinese. Their school day lasts from nine in the morning to late 
in the afternoon. The discipline seemed very relaxed and the children very 
spontaneous.  Not what you expect under a dictatorship.    

Interestingly, our guides openly criticised the "Great Leap Forward," the "Cultural 
Revolution" and commented that they are glad Mao died young. They certainly do not 
have to be as careful as they used to be, though I am sure they had better not criticise 
the current government. The thrust is to become a world power. The individual outlook, 
as far as we could determine, is to become rich, to be proud of China's accomplishment 
and to ultimately be the first power in the world. The Olympics are of immense 
importance to them. In the middle of Beijing is a huge clock counting down the minutes 
until the games open and feverish preparations are taking place. We passed the place 
where the games will be held. It is not anywhere near to being finished, but there is no 
doubt that they will complete it in time. How people will manage with traffic, I don't 
know.  Beijing has nothing but traffic jams and every single day 1000 new cars are 
added to the traffic. Every corner where there is a red light and bicycle riders are waiting 
for it to change, there are so many cyclists that it looks as though they were lined up to 
participate in a bicycle meeting.  

It was a most worthwhile trip, which made it possible for me to see China in quite  a 
different light, both better and worse. 

Dorit Whiteman , November 2007 

(continued from page 17) 

Christmas Events at The Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  

The Nativity, as realised by the Children of Atworth & Shaw Together (COAST), and 
the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols were two of the well-attended Christmas 
events in the churches of the Benefice. The full stories are on page 11. 

The Nativity, as celebrated by COAST. 

 

[Picture: Dianne Briggs] 

The Readers of the Lessons at the Service of 

Nine Lessons and Carols. 

[Picture: David Webb] 


