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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (termtime only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

JULY  2008  

Tuesday  1st 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Wednesday 2nd 
  7:30pm 

Third Computer Evening   (for beginners)  in the village hall 
 ñBuilding your first websiteò Coffee and Notes provided £5.00 

Thursday 3rd July 7:00pm Police Tasking Group Meeting  assembly hall, Melksham 

Saturday 5th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Churchfields  The Village School, (Atworth site)  
 Summer Fayre with Stalls & Refreshments entrance £0.50p 

Thursday 10th 10:00am Page One Nursery  Open Morning in St Michaelôs Church Hall 

Saturday 12th 
  from 2:30pm 
  from 3:00pm 

Community Afternoon  (fund-raising for the village hall) 
 Mural Exhibition In the village hall 
 Cream Teas: 49a Post Office Lane - Mr & Mrs Derek Edwards 

Tuesday 15th 9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library  (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Friday 18th  
  11:00am-12:30pm 

Broughton Gifford Pre -school  at St Maryôs School, BG 
 Teddy Bearôs Picnicðbring Mum, Dad, Teddy & a picnic 

Monday 21st 7:30pm Atworth WI        Marston, Devizes 
 Visit to garden with flowerïarranging demonstration 

Sunday 27th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

Tuesday  29th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

AUGUST  2008  

Tuesday  12th 2:00-2:30pm Chippenham Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library  (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Monday 18th Atworth WI Cream Teas in the afternoon venue to be announced 

Tuesday 26th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Sunday 31st 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

Submit your items for the August 2008 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ  

Next copy date: 12th July 2008  

 

Atworth Village on the web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
July 2008 Volume 31 Number 11 

With acknowledgement to David Webb for  the photograph. 

More of Atworthôs weather vanes are shown on the website 
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July 2008 Editorial  

Building a Website  If you have ever 
considered building a simple website to 
publicise your small business, club or 
association, hobby or family event, then our 
Third Computer Evening on 2nd July at 
7:30pm in the village hall is just what you 
need to get you off to a fine start. We will 
explain Internet domain names and web 
hosting .as well as taking you through the 
creation of a simple multiple-page website. 
Please see page 15 for details. 

Our Atworth Summer Concert  Although 
we have not yet had as much interest from 
local musicians and performers as we had 
hoped, we are continuing with the task of  
organising a Saturday evening concert in 
late August or early September. We are still 
seeking more locally resident participants, 
whether young or old, whether solo, 
accompanied or in ensemble. We also 
require staging and other support. See 
page 17 for more details. 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2006  

Size         Issues: single 6 12  
Whole page £16.50 £16.25  £16.00 
Half page £8.50 £8.25 £8.00 
Quarter page £4.50 £4.25 £4.00 
Eighth page £3.00 £2.75 £2.50 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising availability contact Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor) and for pricing please email 
Kenneth Spencer until further notice. 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all copy to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover dateðcopy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement is on the magazine pages of the 
Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped ad-
dressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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health problems, in a more secure and 
appropriate residential environment than a 
normal prison.ò We were given a certain 
amount of background information to aid 
our discussion. Members voted 
unanimously in favour of both these 
proposed resolutions, with discretion to 
agree to amendments at the AGM being 
given to Maureen Weston who will be 
representing us at the meeting. 

This serious business was followed by a 
hilarious competition ï photographs of 
each member, taken at the age of around 
8 years, were displayed; we then had to 
guess the identities of the children in the 
photos.  As you can imagine, we have all 
changed quite a bit since those days! So 
no surprise that the winning score was only 
8 out of 19! 

We have begun our yearly task of painting 
the village benches and noticeboards, and 
doing some minor repairs. 

The walk at Stourhead on May 16th  was a 
great success; the rhododendrons and 
azaleas were magnificent. We had lunch at 
the NT café and a longer walk in the 
surrounding estate in the afternoon. 

On June 20th our walk will take the form of 
a visit to a garden near Devizes, which is 
open under the National Gardens Scheme. 
The cost will be £5 per head, to include 
tea. We will meet at the hall at 1:45pm. 

A Craft afternoon will be held on Tuesday 
June 10th. 

The June 16th meeting will be held in the 
Hall and our speaker will be a Solicitor, 
who will tell us something about ñThe 
Funny Side of the Lawò 

Guests are always welcome to attend our 
meetings (£2), held on the third Monday of 
each month at 7:30pm in the village hall. 

You may also wish to join us on one of our 
walks. For details of meetings call Lesley 
Adam on 704096, or for walks call me, 
Pam Loosmore on 790522. 

Pam Loosmore  Atworth WI 

Atworth Parish Plan  

Hello again, we're still around beavering 
away, working to produce an effective 
plan.  Once again at the risk of being re-
petitive we do need your input into the pro-
ject!  In order to ensure that we get a 
rounded view of what you, the people of 
Atworth, want and need we are planning to 
attend village events this summer and au-
tumn, so come on, support the various 
organisations and at the same time come 
and see us, so that we can get some feed-
back; without you the plan will be worth-
less! 

Your village needs you! 

Come along to: 

 - The School Summer Fayre on  
  ............. Saturday 5th July 2:00-4:00pm 

 - Village Hall Summer Tea Party on 
  ................... Saturday 12th July 2:30pm 

 - The Village Autumn Show on  
  ....................... Saturday 6th September 

 - The WI meeting on  
  .............. Monday 20th October 7:00pm 

We would really like to see hordes of you, 
so come along to one or all of these events 
and let us know your views, so that the 
plan that we produce will be a true reflec-
tion of villagers desires. 

If you wish to contact us then feel free to 
telephone Maureen Weston on 702045 or 
email  via maureen@mrweston.plus.com. 

Lynne Spencer ,  
Parish Plan Steering Group 

Atworth WI  

Our monthly meeting was held on May 
19th.  The main task of the evening was to 
discuss the two Resolutions which will be 
voted upon at the WI AGM in June: the first 
proposal is òto urge HM government to ask 
the EU to ban bottom trawlingò ï a method 
of fishing which causes catastrophic loss of 
marine life. The second is ñto urge HM 
government to provide treatment and 
therapy for people with severe mental 
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Atworth Village Magazine  

Subscribe!  

Did you know that for £10.00 per annum, 

you can have a copy of the Atworth Village 

magazine posted to any of your friends or 

relatives living in the UK. 

This is an excellent way to let those who 

have moved out of the village know what is 

going on! 

Correspondence  

Dear Residents 

Dog Control Orders  
 

Last year I wrote in the Village Magazine 
about the new Dog Control Orders coming 
into force and the problems of dog faeces. 
Unfortunately there remain a small number 
of dog owners who are failing to ensure 
that their dogs do not foul the village 
footpaths. This is particularly so in Bradford 
Road. 

A significant number of the village children, 
whether with the walking bus or 
independently, walk there twice a day 
running risks from dog faeces if it gets on 
their clothing or hands. 

Churchfields, the Village School and the 
Parish Council are concerned about the 
risk. We jointly ask that those dog owners 
concerned exercise more care and take 
responsibility for their dogs. 

Yours Sincerely  
 

Charles Boyle ,  

Clerk to Atworth Parish Council 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer nail cutters  
urgently needed  

Make an immediate difference to some-
oneôs quality of life: As we get older we can 
be faced with a number of conditions that 
make it difficult to toenails. Poor eyesight, 
arthritis, and the inability to bend and move 
freely are just some of them. Consequently 
feet can become painful, impair our ability 
to walk and affect quality of life.  

Age Concern Wiltshire is looking for volun-
teers who would be interested in helping us 
deliver a toe nail cutting service for older 
people in venues across Wiltshire. If you 
would like to help your local community, 
enjoy meeting people, and would like the 
satisfaction of making an immediate differ-
ence to someoneôs life we would love to 
hear from you.  

We ask that you are able to offer regular 
commitment on a fixed day on one morning 
or afternoon per fortnight and undertake the 
required training.  

Local areas where we have greatest need 
include Corsham and Melksham. 

For more information please contact Jayne 
Funnell 01380 727767. 

Becky Allin , Age Concern Wiltshire 

Atworthôs Youth Pool Champion! 

Ben Maud of Mount Pleasant has been a 
member of Atworthôs youth club since he 
was 10 years old. Ben recently won 
through to the finals of the UK Youth Senior 
Boys National Pool Competition, which was 
a considerable achievement in itself.  

However, so as to compete in the ultimate 
stage in the competition, Ben travelled to 
the finals in Barnsley in Yorkshire at the 
weekend, where, we are delighted to 
report, he took second place.  

First place was taken by a young man who 
is the England champion, so Benôs 
competition was very real! 

Congratulations and best wishes to Ben on 
his achievement. 

Reported by Atworth Youth Club  

  Wiltshire 
13 Market Place  

Devizes 
Wiltshire  SN10 1HT 

Company No 2121174 
Reg. Charity No 800912 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864) 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our services to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Womenôs Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 
Anniversary Service 
 Saturday 14th June at 6:30pm 
 Speaker: Pastor Ben Midgely, North Bradley 
 Tea in the village hall at 4:30pm. 

Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 

History was made at the Extraordinary 
General Meeting of Atworth Independent 
Church on Wednesday 4th June 2008.   

For some time the tiny membership, although 
adequately served by visiting lay preachers, 
has been concerned at the lack of pastoral 
care and spiritual leadership of the Chapel. 
We are delighted that Revd. John Schofield 
has agreed to become Pastor. John lives in 
the manse of Union Chapel, Kington Langley 
and will pastor both Churches. We look 
forward to exciting times. A formal induction 
service will be arranged in due course.   

John can be contacted on 01249 758864 & is 
available for pastoral care or counselling.   

Rodney Price , Secretary 

Letter from John Schofield  

On the 4th June I took on the position of 
Pastor at the Atworth Independent Church. I 
live in Kington Langley near Chippenham, 
and have been Pastor at the Union Chapel for 
10 years. I will be in Atworth as often as I can 
so as to get to know folk. 

My wife Vivien and I have a 14 year old 
daughter, Amy. As an ordained Minister I 
have been in Pastoral work for 24 years, 

living and working in various locations. 

I and my family look forward with interest to 
serving the Church, village and people in any 
way that we can, as The Lord may lead us. 

My wife and I are planning to be in the Chapel 
on the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 
9:00am to noon from July 15th. If you would 
like to pop along on any of these Tuesdays for 
a chat, we would be pleased to meet you (the 
kettle will always be on). If ever you would like 
a visit from us or are in some spiritual need 
then please do telephone us on 01249 
758864, and we will arrange to meet with you. 

John Schofield , Pastor  

Environmentally Speaking  

What an amazing sight around Atworth 
throughout June ï the glorious hedgerows 
protected by Neston Estates who are now 
established organic land-carers. It was a joy 
to motor along the lanes in early June ï but 
then the bureaucratic County Council ruined 
the scene by cutting down the display óin the 
name of safetyô, clearing motoristsô vision so 
that vehicles can be driven faster and with 
less caution. In rural Kent and other rural 
counties, Authorities were persuaded to cut 
grass verges only at bends and corners, 
and not until the foliage had time to flower 
and seed. They start in mid-June in their 
country lanes. More letters to Highways 
Department, Wiltshire County Council 
please! Save their money. Wiltshire is 
meant to be a rural county. 

Our Environmental Correspondent  

John Schofield and his wife Vivien 
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Cooke, seconded John Lambert that the 
public leave the meeting. After further 
discussion it was proposed by William Bird, 
seconded Maureen Weston that óthere should 
be no parking in front of the Village Hall other 
than to unload or load, when due regard  
taken of access for other vehicle drivers to 
the southern extension of the yardô. It was 
further proposed that óall the immediate area 
in front of the Village Hall up to the 6 feet 
boundary of 54 Bath Road be marked as No 
Parkingô. This was agreed with 1 abstention. 
The Clerk to write to the Village Hall Trustees 
accordingly. The Clerk was asked to check 
back through the Council records to establish 
what earlier parking agreements in this area 
might exist. 

Jane Brown Charity After discussion it was 
agreed that John Lambert explore with the 
Charity Commission as to whether the órent 
charge might be redeemedô. To consider at a 
future meeting. 

Location of Bobby Van The Clerk was asked 
to write and ask that the Van be place closer 
to the middle of the Village rather than at 
Neston Farm shop. 

Planning Applications  

AT08/00520 .. 9 Chapel Rise .... erect boundary wall 
  ...................  ......................................... Approved 
AT08/00766 .. 15 Bath Rd .......... 2 storey extension 
  ...................  ......................................... Approved 
AT08/00963 .. 41 Mead Park ..... erect conservatory 
  ...................  ................................. Await Decision 
AT08/00992 .. Neston Farm Shop ..........................  
  ................... extension, realign entrance ....... Ditto 
AT08/01059 .. 15 Atworth Court ....... extension Ditto 
AT08/01137 .. 193a Purlpit .......loft conversion Ditto 

Authorisation of Cheques  

CJ Boyle ½ yr salary Oct-Mar 08 ......... £1793.20 
CJ Boyle ½yr expenses Oct-Mar 07 ...... £135.93 
C J Boyle office allowance Oct-Mar 07 ... £224.15 
English Landscapes .. ground maintenance. .. £95.14 
Atworth WI Safety Bibs............................... £70.36 
Atworth Village Magazine ............................ £150.00 
Atworth Youth Club ...  ................................. £650.00 

Approved; proposed William Bird, seconded 
Maureen Weston. 

Dates of Next Meetings  

Wednesdays 16th July & 17th September 
2008 at 7:00pm in the village hall. 

The meeting closed at 9:43pm. 

Signed: CJ Boyle , Parish Clerk 

reminding dog owners of their responsibility 
for clearing up after their dogs and the threat 
of fines for failing to do so. 

Footways on A365, north side It was agreed 
that this item could be removed from the 
Agenda. A separate issue, subsidence in 
Bradford Road would be taken up with the 
Highways Authority. 

Closure of Atworth Recycling Site The Clerk 
reported that there been no progress as 
finding an alternative site was proving difficult. 

Securing the Village Green The Clerk has 
received an estimate of £5000 to kerb the 
site. He was asked to check with the Planning 
Department on what might be necessary 
given the Green was in the Parish 
Conservation area. It was agreed that the 
Council Planning Sub-Committee should take 
a view on what needed to be done, perhaps 
by a site visit. It was also agreed that the 
question of including in the 2009/10 Precept 
as expenditure be considered at a future 
meeting. 

Best Kept Village 2008 The Clerk reported 
that an application to participate had been 
made, with judging in early summer (June?). 
The Clerk was asked to mention in the Village 
Magazine. 

Reports The Clerk read out the report by 
Simon Gould, Community Governor. 

Correspondence  

Fly Tipping The Clerk read out a recent letter 
from WWDC about fly tipping policy & action. 

Speeding on West Hill/Purlpit The Clerk was 
asked to take up with the police enforcing the 
speed limit and to raise with WCC to 
reconsider repeat signs given the lack of 
pavement plus road narrow signs. 

Proposed Closure of BT phone box The Clerk 
was asked to write objecting to the withdrawal 
of this service. 

WWDC Design & Built awards The Council 
had no recommendations for this award. 

Mobile Library Service review The Council 
noted that the proposed review did not affect 
the service to Atworth. However the Clerk 
was asked to encourage residents, through 
the  the Village Magazine, to óuse or loseô. 

Car Parking at Village Hall After some initial 
discussion it was agreed; proposed Bill 

(continued from page 19) 
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The Benefice of Atworth with Shaw and Whitley  
Revd. Jill Perrett 01225 703498 

Church Services and notices for July 2008 

6th July ............ Trinity 7  ...................... 10:00am .... Parish Communion & COAST ............. Atworth 

13th July .......... Trinity 8 ....................... 10:00am .... Parish Communion & COAST  .................Shaw 

20th July .......... Trinity 9  ....................... 8:00am ..... Said Communion (BCP)....................... Atworth 

 .........................  ..................................... 10:00am .... Family Service  .................................... Atworth 

27th July .......... Trinity 10 ..................... 10:00am .... Parish Communion ....................................Shaw 

Tuesdays (1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th)  .... 7:00pm ..... Said Communion (BCW) ..........................Shaw 

Bible Study will restart in September 

For Baptisms, weddings, funerals & other pastoral care please contact Revd. Jill Perrett  

In Memoriam : We remember those who have recently died, and especially friends and family 
of Janet Clifton, Kenneth Smith and Cyril Hiscocks. 

Baptism  We welcomed into the Church Isabelle Eve Parry who was baptised at St Michael & 
All Angels, Atworth during the family service on Sunday 18th May. 

Confirmation  Our blessings go to Sylvia Bennett, Cloe McMahon, David Perrett and Heidi 
Hemmings who were confirmed at a service in St Catherines, Holt on Sunday 15th June. 

Churchwardens  Welcome to our Churchwardens for the next year ï Brian Mitchell and 
Graham Canfield (Atworth), Ann Harrison and Derek Laister (Shaw), who were all received 
into office at special services.  

Barn Dance  On Friday 6th June we held a Barn Dance at Lenton Farm, Broughton Gifford 
which proved to be a fun evening for all ages.  Our thanks go to Debbie and her family for 
their hospitality. 

Auction of Promises  on Friday 10th October to raise funds for our churches. Thanks to 
Roger Hollest for agreeing to act as auctioneer. All we need now are the promises! If you can 
offer a promise please contact David Nott on 01225 708388 or Dianne Briggs on 01225 
708840. 

Dianne Briggs  

Team ReadðJoin the Summer Reading Challenge in Bradford Library  

Its nearly holiday time again! So bring the children along to Bradford Library to join in the 10th 
reading challenge for 4 -11 year olds. The challenge will run in Wiltshire libraries from Saturday 
19th July to Saturday 20th September. Children choose books to read with family and friends, 
and then talk to library staff about their reading. They collect órewardsô to mark their progress, 
including a poster and stickers plus a medal and certificate on completion (having read 6 
books). Team Read is not a competition, but a personal challenge which offers reading 
inspiration and incentives to encourage children into libraries during this - the National Year of 
Reading. Last year 6407 children registered and 47% completed the challenge throughout 
Wiltshire. 

Summer Reading Challenge Launch Party, Friday July 18th 5:30 ï7:30pm  

Come and sign up early, join the ñTeam Readò and begin your reading challenge! 

There will be dressing up as a favourite book character, a quiz, lots of new books, refreshments 
and a Prize draw! 

Itôs FREE to join, so donôt delay,  
Also there will be free activities throughout the summer, all on a ñTeamñ theme 

For more information contact Bradford Library, telephone: 01225863280 
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assisted by Bob Hole, in the next few weeks. 
The repair to the other Pole will also be 
completed. 

Approval of Accounts & Annual Return 
2007/08  The Council accepted; proposed 
William Bird, seconded Maureen Weston the 
Statement of 2007/08 Expenditure & Income 
and noted the initial Balance Sheet for 
financial year 2008/09. The Clerk reported 
that the Nationwide were no longer prepared 
to handle the Council deposit account. The 
Clerk was looking at alternatives. It was 
suggested that Barclays Bank should be 
checked out. It was agreed that Effie Gale-
Sides replace William Bird as co-signatories 
for Bank & Building Society Accounts. 

Donations  The Council noted that the Pre-
School had folded. It was agreed; proposed 
William Bird, seconded Bob Hole that the 
£300 should be transferred to the Youth Club. 

Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant The Clerk 
was asked to establish when the first 6 
monthly visit by the District Council would 
take place. 

Lane to Stonar The Clerk reported that 4 of 
the 5 addresses had replied, all positively. 
The Clerk was asked to write to the last 
encouraging them to join with the others to 
allow an improvement to the lane. 

Unitary Authority for Wiltshire The Parish 
Council noted the proposed list of delegations 
to Town/Parish Councils. All Councillors were 
to be provided with the letter inviting 
application. The Clerk was asked to contact 
nearby Parishes to ask what were their views 
on the proposal. The Chairman & Parish Clerk 
would attend the forthcoming meeting at the 
District Council to discuss implications and 
possibilities. 

Village Bier The Vice-Chairman reported that 
that the Village Hall was not yet in a position 
to take the Bier. The Pre-school had not yet 
removed their material but would do shortly. 

Dog Bin & Dog Warden The Clerk reported he 
was still awaiting information on the Dog Bin 
survey to be conducted by the District 
Council. The problem of dog faeces in 
Bradford Road remained. The Clerk was 
asked to write to the Village Magazine, 
hopefully with the support of Churchfields, 

(continued on page 21) 

Atworth Parish Council  
Minutes of the Annual General 

Meeting: Wednesday 21st May 2008  

at 7:00pm in the Village Hall  

Apologies: None 

Attending: Alan Bagnell, William Bird, Bill 
Cooke, Robert Floyd, Effie Gale-Sides, Bob 
Hole, John Lambert & Maureen Weston. 

Election of Chairman & Vice-Chairman: Mr 
Bird announced that he was standing down 
as Chairman and also tendered his 
resignation as a Parish Councillor. It was 
proposed by William Bird & seconded by Bill 
Cooke that Mrs Effie Gale-sides be appointed 
Chairman, carried unanimously. It was 
proposed by William Bird & seconded by Alan 
Bagnell that Mr Cooke be appointed Vice-
Chairman, carried unanimously. Mrs Gale-
Sides thanked William Bird on behalf of the 
Parish Council for all that he had done 
particularly behind the scenes. His knowledge 
and experience would be missed. She offered 
the Parish Councils best wishes for the future. 

Sub-Committee Posts: After discussion the 
posts recorded on the attached note were 
agreed. 

Minutes: The Minutes of the previous Meeting 
were approved; proposed William Bird, 
seconded Bob Hole, carried. 

Matters Arising  

Community Policing A debate on the 
problems of speeding in the village concluded 
that the use of volunteers to record speed 
might be useful. The Clerk would try to 
establish the practicalities. Robert Floyd 
commented how the local PCSO had been 
very helpful in dealing with illicit parking. 

Parish Plan The Parish Council noted 
progress to date and thanked the Steering 
Group for their efforts. The request for 
information on óstakeholdersô would be 
considered for the next meeting. 

School Travel Plan  The Parish Council 
directed; proposed John Lambert, seconded 
William Bird that the Clerk should tackle WCC 
on obtaining a 20mph limit on Bradford Road 
and red hatching outside Churchfields. The 
Clerk was also to ,again, take up the issue of 
the Quiet Lane at Great Chalfield. 

Erection of Flag Pole William Bird will do, 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group   

Here we are in June and still wondering 
when summer is coming. Never mind, if 
its too wet for gardening there's always 
knitting & crochet.   

It was nice to see so many members this 
month together with a good collection of 
items from our friends in Corsham, 
Chippenham & Box.  

The tables were overflowing with 
blankets, jumpers, scarves, bedsocks, 
and puppets. We now have almost 500 
clown hand puppets towards this yearôs 
target of 2008. These are destined for 
the O.C.C. Shoe Box Appeal.  

We are planning to have a stall at the 
Corsham Summer Fete, run by the Town 
Council, on July 19th at Springfield Park. 
One of our talented members has made 
a very good mobile of Shaun the Sheep 
and this will be on display  together with 
a good selection of knitted items. All 
proceeds will go to the Air Ambulance 
Fund. Apart from stalls there will be 
events to join in and also a competition 
for anyone who would like to enter a 
piece of artwork of any kind. 

We meet in the Corsham Community 
Centre from 10:00am to noon on the first 
Thursday of each month and are always 
pleased to welcome new members.  

All materials, needles etc. are supplied 
together with coffee/tea for which please 
bring a mug and a £2.00 towards costs. 

For further information please ring Peg 
Smith on 01249 713879 or Margaret 
Gibbs on 01225 810621. 

Margaret Gibbs ,  
Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 

Atworth Autumn Show  

With the summer holidays looming now is 
a good time to get children involved in 
the Autumn Show. There are plenty of 
things for all ages to get involved in, 
including designing a cover for next 
yearôs schedule. Any child (under 16) can 
enter if they live in the Parish of Atworth 
or if they are involved in the village in 
some way ï for example attend the 
school or the Brownies / Guides. As the 
village magazine only goes out to 
residents of Atworth, we would like to try 
to reach all other eligible children, so if 
you know of any, please do pass the 
message on. 

Donôt forget that anything that has been 
made since the last village show (i.e. in 
the last 12 months) can be entered in the 
show. It could be made at home, at 
school, or with a youth group ï it all 
counts. We really want to boost the 
entries in the childrenôs categories this 
year so letôs get as many children 
involved as possible! 

Gemma Buckle , Atworth Autumn Show 

Neighbourhood Watch  

No-one has come forward to volunteer to  
be the main Neighbourhood Watch 
contact for Atworth. However, we are still 
looking for someone urgently to take on 
this rôle. 

A recent warning received from police is 
that burglaries will be on the increase 
now ï June/July are the prime months for 
such criminal activity, due to open 
windows, unlocked sheds, etc.  

Please also keep a watch on behalf of 
elderly neighbours and those on holiday.  

Note down vehicle numbers ï criminals 
are again targeting the area purporting to 
be Water Board officials. 

Mavis King , Neighbourhood Watch 
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Atworth Summer Concert  

We are planning a concert by local 
musicians on a Saturday evening in late 
August or early September. 

We still need help staging the event and 
about three more acts, whether rock, 
classical, jazz, solo or group or ensemble.  

You donôt need to be a virtuosoðjust game 
to let your friends and neighbours 
appreciate your musical skill.  

We will coordinate the event via the 
magazine and website, so if youôd like to 
take part, then let us know what you can do 
by emailing your details to the 
magazine@atworth.org.uk. As soon as we 
have a little more support, weôll organise  a 
meeting. 

Kenneth Spencer  

Best Kept Village Competition  

The Parish Council have agreed that 
Atworth should enter the competition this 
year. 

The judging of the current round is due to 
take place during late June or early July. 

Charles Boyle , Parish Clerk 

Loss of Speed Cameras in Atworth  

We have been contacted by a resident who 
wrote to Police Sergeant Blencowe about the 
removal of Atworth from the locations visited 
by the mobile speed camera, as reported in 
the May magazine. The resident has asked 
that we give this matter maximum publicity. 

We will place copies of Sergeant Blencoweôs 
replies on the village website by the end of 
this month, but they are not unsatisfactory. He 
gives two main excuses for the action: 

1. ñIn April 2007 funding for [speed] cameras  
was devolved to local authorities by way [of] 
an enhanced Local Transport grant. [é] As 
a result of these changes the é Camera 
Unit has had to reduce overall activity. é  
The Wiltshire & Swindon Speed 
Management Board has decided that the 
focus should remain on core sites which 
have significant casualty histories with 
evidence of excess speed.ò 

2.  ñI have reviewed the history for Atworth 
and this shows that there has been one 
slight injury collision within [é] 36 months 
and within the last 11 years no [death/
serious injury] collisions at all. 

Sergeant Blencowe explained that he would 
conduct a speed survey in Atworth in May 
and this was done. His second letter gives the 
results of the survey, which are, in summary: 

¶ 30,000 vehicles passed through Atworth on 
the A365 during the 7 day period 

¶ The mean speed was 30.5mph 

¶ 85% of the traffic was travelling below 
36.2mph. 

He then goes on to state: ñBecause there 
have been no [death/serious injury] casualties 
in Atworth for the last three years, an 85 
percentile speed of 38mph or more would be 
required to justify continued enforcement with 
the limited resources at my disposal.ò  

Sergeant Blencowe explains that the Wiltshire 
Roads Policing Department and the Local 
Neighbourhood  Policing Team have powers 
to carry out roadside speed enforcement.  

Many local residents do feel strongly about 
the risk of injury, unpleasant vibration, noise 
and pollution, caused by speeding and heavy 
vehicles, and it is plain that people do not 

wish the matter to be left to rest.  

I intend to take this up at the forthcoming 
Neighbourhood Policing Tasking Group 
meeting (on Thursday 3rd July at 7:00pm in 
the Assembly Hall, Melksham). Perhaps 
further letters to Sergeant Blencowe and to 
the Wiltshire Road Policing Department would 
not go amiss either.  

Other possible suggestions are: 

1. A bid for one of the proposed average 
speed measurement systems to be placed 
at each end of the village on the A365; 

2. Co-operation with adjacent parishes to 
purchase a mobile visible speed indicator; 

3. The new Community Speedwatch initiative 
for resident operated speed recording; 

4. A 20mph limit on the A365 in addition to 
that already proposed for Bradford Road. 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 
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The exhibition óThe Magic of The Manorô, was 
opened in the Priory Barn, Bradford on Avon, 
23rd May, 2008 by Richard Wilkin LVO, MBE, 
National Trust Wessex Region Chairman. 

Great Chalfield Manor is one of the treasures 
of West Wiltshire and is within the parish of 
Atworth. Built in the second half of the 15th 
century, it provided some key locations for the 
recently released film, ñThe Other Boleyn 
Girlò. The ancient church of All Saintsô lies 
next to the Manor forecourt. 

Great Chalfieldôs colourful past goes back to 
the Domesday Book. It housed a 
Parliamentary garrison during the Civil War, 
and the house and gardens were meticulously 
restored on Arts & Crafts principles by Sir 
Harold Brakspear and Alfred Parsons for 
Robert Fuller about 100 years ago, retaining 
the moats and many other medieval features. 
Today this enchanting manor with its beautiful 
gardens (owned by the National Trust) are 
open to the public and the archives, as 
complete as for any small Manor House, are 
held mainly in the Wiltshire and Swindon 
History Centre in Chippenham and are also 
available to the public under accession 
number 3581. 

The richly illustrated exhibition [see below] 

gave fascinating insights into former owners 
and the impact many had on the architecture 
and landscape of the Manor and offered 
pointers to enthusiasts who might want to 
pursue aspects of it further at the History 
Centre. Reproductions of the 19th century 
watercolours were on view with later 
architectôs drawings of 1905, and a DVD tour 
of the garden through the seasons. 

The exhibition has been designed as a 
potentially valuable educational tool for 
people of all ages and several local schools 
are in the process of assessing how they may 
best use the material. It is available in 
portable form and arrangements can be made 
to bring it to schools or other suitable 
locations. The National Trust would like to 
show the exhibition at Lacock and other 
properties and also the Wiltshire & Swindon 
History Centre has expressed early interest. 

Organisers l-r: David Moss & Clare Osgood (BoA 
Preservation Trust), Richard Wilkin (National Trust, 
Wessex Region), Robert & Patsy Floyd (Great 
Chalfied), Richard Bill (Graphic Design), Joy Lawley 
(Guide, Great Chalfield), Dr Alex Moulton and 
Geoffrey Marks (BoA Preservation Trust). 

The Bradford on Avon Preservation Trust, 
who mounted the exhibition, is very grateful 

for financial assistance in producing the 
exhibition generously provided by Awards 
for All, by the Melksham Rotary Club, by the 
National Trust and the Bath Association of 
National Trust Members. 

If you missed this treat, you can still see it in 
the Motor House at the Manorôs open days. 

Robert Floyd and Richard Bill  

An Exhibition: The Magic of the Manor  


