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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm 
  OctoberðMay 

Atworth History Group  in St Michaelôs Church Hall 
   

Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (termtime only 

Thursdays 7:30-9:30pm 
First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

Atworth Youth Club ðover 15s  £5.00 registration after one visit 
The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

MARCH  2008  

Saturday 1st 2:00pm Cancer Research Bazaar  in Broughton Gifford village Hall 

Monday 3rd 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 óThe Coaching Eraô  Roy Gallop and Ken Griffiths  

Tuesday  11th 2:00-2:30pm 
 
  evening 

Homes Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Shell Court 
Churchfields, The Village School (Atworth)  at the School 
 Curry Night 

Wednesday 12th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth Village Hall/Recreation Ground  in the village hall 
 Meeting of Trusteesðresidents are especially invited 

Saturday 15th 
  7:30pm 

Opera Sulis   (Director: Nicholas Goodall, Stonar School) 
 Concert performance: ñPortraits of Operaò 
 Tickets: T:07969-225938 at the Holburne  Museum Bath 

Monday 17th 7:30pm Atworth WI    AGM and Visit of WI Adviser in the village hall 

Wednesday 19th ?time Annual Parish Assembly   
 followed by Parish Council meeting in the village hall 

Tuesday 25th  9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Sunday 30th 2:00-4:00pm 
 
  4:00-6:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

Atworth Pre -school Party  in the village hall 

APRIL  2008  

Monday 7th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 óLittle Known Spas around Bathô with Stephen Clews 

Tuesday  8th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Tuesday 22nd 9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Submit your items for the April 2008 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ  

Next copy date: 12th March 2008  
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Please note that advertisements have been 

removed from the online downloadable 

edition of the Atworth Village magazine. 

 

This is for two reasons. First, it helps to 

speed up the download process, which is 

important for those on diallup connections 

or slow broadband speeds. Second, it is 

done in fairness to  our online advertisers 

who pay separately for their 

advertisements. 
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March 2008 Editorial  

In my small business, I usually find that 
each week I deal with one or two local 
residents in connection with their 
computing problems, and one issue that 
comes up repeatedly is the very poor 
broadband downspeed which we receive 
in Atworth. Nearly everyone receives only 
the minimum speed of 512kbps, whereas 
a few miles away in either direction 
(towards Bathford or Melksham) the 
speed rapidly increases to 7 or 8mbps 
(nearly 16 times faster) for no additional 
cost. This is simply due to the failure of 
telecoms companies (mainly BT) to 
invest in high speed cabling from 
Melksham to Atworth. 

If you would like to complain to OfCom, 
the Telecommunications Watchdog, 
about this, write to: 

OfCom 
Riverside House 
2a Southwark Bridge Road 
London 
SE1 9HA 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2006  

Size         Issues: single 6 12  
Whole page £16.50 £16.25  £16.00 
Half page £8.50 £8.25 £8.00 
Quarter page £4.50 £4.25 £4.00 
Eighth page £3.00 £2.75 £2.50 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising availability contact Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor) and for pricing please email 
Kenneth Spencer until further notice. 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover dateðcopy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: until further notice, cash/cheque, 
payable to ñAtworth Village Magazineò. 
Post: Kenneth Spencer 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone:  

Receipts: please enclose a stamped ad-
dressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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WI in óWomblingô Marathon 

On Saturday 2nd February members of the 
WI litter team achieved a long held 
ambition and cleared the rubbish from the 
copse along Bath Road at the eastern end 
of the village. When the council first cleared 
the trees and undergrowth an enthusiastic 
group had descended with litter pickers but 
the scale of the problem required rather 
more than a few ladies with plastic bags. 

The Solution ï SHOTWI (Supportive 
Husbands of the WI) and a trailer to take 
the rubbish away. 10 (wo)man hours later 
the trailer had been filled and emptied at 
Melksham twice. Over one dozen black bin 
sacks of rubbish were filled, plus many 
large items such as car parts, sheets of 
roofing felt, pieces of metal, wire, and three 
sacks of assorted cans and bottles 
retrieved from the ditch. 

Fly tipping and careless abandoning of 
unwanted items is a symptom of a selfish 
ómeô society but SHOTWI helped the WI 
fight back. Thank you, gentlemen. Thank 
you also to all village residents who quietly 
do their bit to help keep the village tidy. 

Atworth WI  (Village caretaking team) 

Governors at Churchfields,  

the Village School  

At the full board of governorsô meeting held 
on 24th January, governors at Churchfields 
were very pleased to welcome 3 new 
members to their first meeting. 

Churchfields, the Village School now has a 
full complement of governors. Across the 
two bases at Atworth and Monkton Farleigh 
there are 5 parent governors, 2 governors 
to represent the local community (Parish 
Councils), 2 governors nominated by the 
LA (formerly LEA), and 3 governors 
representing the Church (Foundation 
Governors). There are also 2 teacher 
governors and the head teacher. 

óSchool governors are people from the 
schoolôs community who wish to make a 
positive contribution to childrenôs education. 
School governors are the largest volunteer 
force in the country and have an important 
part to play in raising school standards 
through their three key roles of setting 
strategic direction, ensuring accountability 
and monitoring and evaluating school 
performanceô (GovernorNet). 

The new governors agreed which subject 
responsibilities they would have and which 
year group they would be focussing on as 
they move up the school. Dates for visits 
into class for governorsô observations this 
term were agreed with Mrs Wiltshire. 

The governorsô management and 
curriculum committees will meet on 
Tuesday 26th February. 

Julia Kirwan , Chair of Governors 

School thank -you to residents  

Bradford Road area residents have had to 
put up with a great deal of extra noise and 
disturbance over the last six months. The 
extension at Churchfields the Village 
School is now near completion and will be 
handed over in the last week of February. 

There have sometimes been 5 or more 
contractorsô and buildersô vans parked near 
the school, with seemingly endless 
unloading of various building equipment 
and supplies. Coincidentally, one of the 
cottages near the school is also undergoing 
an overhaul and extension at the same 
time which has exacerbated the situation. 

Parents and children have also been very 
patient, tolerating the various contingency 
arrangements, and having even less space 
than usual since September.  

The new building looks bright and spacious 
and staff are keen to use the much needed 
extra space. A formal opening of the new 
extension will be hosted in due course. 

Sincere thanks to all who have put up with 
all the extra noise, the mess, the restricted 
parking and increased traffic congestion in 
Bradford Road during this busy period.  

Mrs Delyth Wiltshire ,  
Head Teacher Churchfields the Village School 
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Atworth WI  

Our January meeting was held on Monday 
21st. We discussed various notices and 
invitations. We are planning to buy reflective 
tabards to wear when picking up litter or 
painting the benches and notice boards. 

Maureen welcomed our speaker Angela 
Grist, from ñMercy Shipsò. This is a Christian
-based organisation, founded in 1978 by 
Don and Deyon Stevens. Their purpose is to 
take their ship, which is a floating hospital, 
to countries where the population is very 
poor and has little access to medical and 
surgical care.  Thanks to an army of 
volunteers, some of whom have been with 
the organisation for 20 years or so, and with 
the help of donations of goods and money, 
they are able to perform thousands of 
operations per year and help people who 
would otherwise be in constant pain, 
disfigured or dying. Examples of procedures 
carried out are cataract removals and cleft 
lip/palate repairs. They usually spend about 
8 months moored in one place, so that they 
can follow up the treatment of people who 
have received operations. They have also 
set up, in Liberia, a clinic to help limbless 
people and another to help women who 
have been physically damaged by traumatic 
childbirth. 

We could not help but be moved by the 
photographs we were shown and the stories 
that Angela recounted. Her presentation 
was interesting and informative, and we 
were filled with admiration for the volunteers 
who do such worthwhile work. 

A craft afternoon is planned for Tuesday 
29th February at Pamôs at 2:00pm. 

The February  meeting will be on the 18th, 
with guest speaker, Ann Tottingham to tell 
us about Reiki. The March meeting on the 
17th, will be the AGM. 

Guests are always welcome to attend our 
meetings, held on the third Monday of each 
month at 7:30pm in the village hall. 

Call our secretary  for details of meetings or 
me on 790522 for details of walks. 

Pam Loosmore  

Atworth Youth Club  

Our AGM was held on 4th February.  Dawn 
Rossi and Lynne Spencer attended and 
joined our Management Committee, and we 
welcome them. 

The Over Fifteens Project funded by Rural 
Network will end at Easter. Staffed by three 
young adults, Catrin Rees, Gema Harris, 
and Kevin Whitehorn, it has been a great 
success, offering a separate evening to our 
mid-teenagers.    Everyone hopes that 
Mavis can wave a wand and find funding for 
a repeat project in the Autumn. 

Meanwhile, the Youth Club Tuesday 
sessions are vibrant and active! Dawn and 
Sharon with other adult helpers, provide 
craft projects, Craig comes from Bath to 
coach football/basketball, and four other 
adults provide the back-up (and make the 
tea and organise Tuck Shop!). We are 
delighted that Tom McMahon has recently 
joined the Team. 

Youth Clubs are not what they used to be. 
There are ten policies which must be  
followed, covering Child Protection, Helper 
Protection, Health & Safety, etc. etc. Every 
session has to be planned, and now we 
have to conform to new Government 
requirements. óEvery Child Mattersô & óEvery 
Child must be helped to Achieveô. 

Government statistics tell us that very many 
children have well below average healthy 
outdoor play after school and at weekends. 
AYC promotes a wide variety of physical 
activity and throughout the winter outdoor 
games have been popular on our small area 
of tarmac. As soon as the evenings provide 
enough light, AYC will be out in Atworth 
recreation ground for games, tennis, 
football, basketball. 

Membership is closed for a month or so, due 
to regular high attendance thirty-plus 
youngsters out of a membership of over fifty:  
we are happy to add names to a waiting list. 

Finally, may we thank Mr Kenneth Spencer 
for creating the new AYC webpage in the 
Clubs section of the Atworth Village website. 

Mavis King , Organiser 
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Left: Alexa Adam recounts her visit to Romania. Above: audience participation illustrates 

scant living space.  [Picture: Dianne Briggs] 

What does Easter mean to you?  

Is it the day when you say: thank goodness 
Lent is over ï now I can eat chocolate again?  

Is it about fluffy bunnies, chicks, Easter eggs?  

In a sense yes - for all of these represent new 
life and for Christians that is what Easter day 
is all about. 

Many people see Christmas as being the 
most important date in the church calendar 
but actually Good Friday and Easter day 
could be said to be even more significant.   

Thatôs because of what happened on those 
two days and the way that those events have 
affected everything.  From that moment on 
everything changed. 

Good Friday sees the brutal crucifixion of an 
innocent man, the Son of God who bore the 
pain of human cruelty to show us the nature 
and extent of Godôs love. Our Services on 
that day are times to reflect on that sacrifice 
of love- that goes the extra mile- that is willing 
to suffer and to die. 

At our Service of Light on Easter Eve and our 
Easter Day Service we celebrate!  

Nothing would ever be the same again 
because of the resurrection and its impact on 
the world.   

Because through Christ, rising to new life, it 
declares that the ultimate victory has been 
won.  

Victory  over peopleôs  two greatest enemies , 
evil and death. They have been overcome, 
won over, by Godôs love and power which has 
changed everything and has made new life 
possible. 

New life- a transformed and changed life is 
available for all if we accept Godôs greatest 
gift to us of himself, of his love, of his life. 

Want to know more about this new life, then 
come and see, come and enjoy, come and 
celebrate!  

See what Easter can mean for you! See how 
Easter can give your life a new meaning. 

Revd. Jill Perrett  

Education Sunday at St. Michael & All Angels  

Pupils from Stonar School played a key rôle in the 
family service celebrating Education Sunday at St 
Michaelôs Atworth.. The full stories are on page 11. 


