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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm 
  OctoberðMay 

Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
   

Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (termtime only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

MAY 2008  

Tuesday  6th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Thursday 8th 7:30pm Atworth Independent Church  John Osborne:  poetry & music 

Saturday 10th 10:00am Atworth Independent Church  Walk, starting from the chapel 

Monday 12th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 óColletts Farthing Newspaperô  with Rex Sawyer 

Monday 19th 7:30pm 
 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
 Resolutions Meeting and Sales Table 
Age Concern Wiltshire  in Devizes Town Hall 
 Concert: Chippenham Ladies Choir Tickets £7 01380 727767 

Tuesday 20th  9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Sunday 25th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

JUNE  2008  

Tuesday  3rd 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Friday 6th 
  during the day 
  evening from 6:00pm 

Churchfields  The Village School, (Atworth site)  
 Sports Day 
 Pool Party 

Monday 16th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI     in the village hall 
 ñThe Funny Side of the Lawò  with Fiona King 

Tuesday 17th 9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library (unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
 26th, 27th, 28th  

The Merry Wives of é Holt at the Courts, Holt 
  tickets £12.00 (£10.00 concessions) from Holt Superstores 

Sunday 29th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

Submit your items for the June 2008 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ  

Next copy date: 12th May 2008  

 

Atworth on the Web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
May 2008 Volume 31 Number 9 

With acknowledgement : David Webb 
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May 2008 Editorial  

Website update  Have a look at the two 
new/updated sections of the Atworth 
Village websiteðone (new) showing 
Atworthôs weather vanes (photographs by 
David Webb), and the other (updated) 
showing a little information about the clock 
and the clock tower. 

Our front cover shows one of the many 
weather vanes seen around the village. 

Computer Evening  If you would like to 
attend this evening, planned for mid-June 
in the village hall, do please let us know. 
The subject has not yet been selected, so 
if you have a specific request, please 
email us with your suggestions. 

Has Atworth got Talent?  Of course it 
has! We hope so anyway as we would like 
to organise a Saturday evening concert in 
late August or early September featuring 
the talents of locally resident musicians, 
whether young or old, whether solo, 
accompanied or in ensemble. We will also 
require staging and other support. See 
page 17 for details. 

Magazine Finance Person  Yes, we are 
still lookingðnot a single taker so far. 
Please do consider helping if you canð
details on page 23. 

Employment Prospects  Please see 
pages 25 and 26 for details of new 
employment prospects with companies 
within the village. 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor  

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2006  

Size         Issues: single 6 12  
Whole page £16.50 £16.25  £16.00 
Half page £8.50 £8.25 £8.00 
Quarter page £4.50 £4.25 £4.00 
Eighth page £3.00 £2.75 £2.50 

Advertising invoices will be issued, and are 
due for payment on receipt. 

For advertising availability contact Kenneth 
Spencer (Editor) and for pricing please email 
Kenneth Spencer until further notice. 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email or post, or hand deliver all submis-
sions, to the Editor as follows. 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover dateðcopy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your ad-
vertisement can be found on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Payment: until further notice, cash/cheque, 
payable to ñAtworth Village Magazineò. 
Post: Kenneth Spencer 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone:  

Receipts: please enclose a stamped ad-
dressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : to discuss matters of subscrip-
tion or delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 

Free to a good home  
 

2 young gerbils 
 in almost new two -storey cage 

with many extras.  
 

Please contact: 
Emily or Sara McBain  

on 01225 707570. 
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Atworth WI  

Our AGM was held on Monday 18th 
March.  

We were pleased to have Sandra Mistlin, 
the Wiltshire Federation Chairman at our 
meeting, in her capacity as our WI 
adviser. 

Maureen Weston was re-elected as 
President and the Committee members 
were all willing to serve for another year, 
with the addition of Marguerite 
Braithwaite. 

Maureen showed the members the 
reflective waistcoats which had been 
purchased to be worn by anyone picking-
up litter or performing other caretaking 
duties. She also showed members the 
article about our caretaking role and 
photograph which had appeared in the 
Melksham News. 

Our trip to the Arc Theatre in Trowbridge 
had been greatly enjoyed by all who 
participated. 

After the conclusion of the business of 
the evening, we were entertained by a 
quiz, provided by Cynthia Canfield. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday April 
21st, when our speaker will be Ian 
McGuire, Wildlife Photographer. 

Walks are planned for Friday 18th and 
Tuesday 29th April, meeting at the village 
hall at 1:45pm.  

On Friday 16th May we  will visit 
Stourhead Gardens, meeting at the hall 
at 9.45am.  

Future walk dates are 3rd and 20th June 
ï phone me for details 790522. Craft 
afternoons are on Tuesday 8th and 
Friday 25th April. 

For details of meetings call Lesley Adam 
on 704096, or for walks call Pam 
Loosmore on 790522 

Pam Loosmore  Atworth WI 

Atworth Youth Club  

We have been given a beautiful dog 
kennel, hand-made to the highest 
standard, suitable for a large dog whose 
owner really dotes on it! We have 
researched prices, and conclude that our 
Kennel is good value at £200 (look in 
Country Wide for the proof of this). 

£200 for the Youth Club will provide 
funding for coach hire to Splashdown in 
the Summer. If you have a wonderful dog 
and would like to give it somewhere to 
shelter in your garden, please telephone 
Mavis King 01225 702495 to arrange a 
viewing!  Offers will be considered. 

Meanwhile we have completed another 
whiz month at Club, with full-house 
attendance. Twenty young people 
enjoyed a sit-down think-hard general 
knowledge quiz in teams of four. The 
winning team moves on to a county final. 
Our Arts Project - creating a collage of 
ógrowing thingsô was completed and 
taken by the artist to her studio for 
mounting. The Green Fingers Project has 
proved worthwhile, with every member 
growing sweet peas or lettuces in pots. 
This month they will be able to leave 
these in gardens. A day at Oxenwood 
Activity Centre was mid-month (travelling 
by coach which added to the enjoyment).  
A grant from Radio Wiltshire covered the 
cost of a specialist artist to guide older 
members in design for the Youth & 
Community shelter.  Our Shelter is now 8 
years old! Little children love to sit in it. 
Elderly walkers like to rest in it.  Certainly 
everyone, young and old, who walks the 
Studley Farm Lane footpath appreciates 
its shelter away from rain and wind. 

We continue to need assistance from 
retired persons in regard to small 
administration duties, or really small 
maintenance needs. Contact Mavis and 
talk over any thoughts in this respect. 

Mavis King (T:01225 702495) and Team 
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Atworth Village Magazine  

We are still looking for a Finance Person for 
the magazine: it is only a few hours per 
month and will bring you into contact with 
local businesses and individuals.  

The rôle involves printing, sending out and 
monitoring about 5-8 new invoices to 
advertisers and subscribers using our on-
line accounting system; receiving payments, 
and visiting the bank in Melksham once 
each month to pay in.  

It also includes receiving and paying 
invoices from our printer and other suppliers, 
and contacting advertisers and subscribers 
as their bookings come up for renewal. 

Full assistance and explanation of all 
aspects of these activities will be givenðall 
that is needed is a little time (maybe an hour 
or two for three weeks of the month), a 
telephone, a computer and printer, and 
broadband Internet access.  

This is a worthwhile rôle to take on, and 
could give someone good experience that 
will be of benefit in the future. 

If you think that you can help, please do not 
hesitate, as your assistance is now urgently 
required! You might also get some free help 
with your computer! 

Contact the editor by email on 
magazine@atworth.org.uk, or, by telephone 
on 707161. 

Kenneth Spencer  

Correspondence  

One letter this month, from Bob Hole at 
Church Farm, in response to the item in 
last monthôs magazine, in which our 
environmental correspondent invited 
readers to complain to the Campaign for 
the Preservation of Rural England about 
damage to verges by some carelessly 
driven tractors é 

Dear Editor, 
 

I am writing to express my disappointment 
at the letter your Environmental 
Correspondent published in your April 
issue. 

I have farmed in Atworth for almost 40 
years and, in that time, have watched the 
volume of traffic increase ten fold. To 
make generalised statements that blame 
agriculture alone for the state of the road 
sides in our area is most unfair and 
irresponsible. 

Take, for example, Bradford Road. This 
road was built hundredôs of years ago, to 
be used by horse and cart, but is now a 
rat-run for Transit vans, horse boxes, 
buses, lorries and numerous 4x4s, all 
travelling far too fast and taking to the 
banks when they meet oncoming vehicles 
in narrow places. I regularly pick up hub 
caps, wing mirrors and even sections of 
car bumpers separated from vehicles after 
colliding with the bank. These methods of 
transport use Bradford Road far more 
frequently than tractorsé. But then, in 
your view, it could be óuncaring young 
tractor driversô who have taken to 
throwing car parts out of their cabs as 
they drive along, probably because they 
have already discarded all their plastic 
bottles in the hedgerow further down the 
road. 

I take great offence at your suggestion 
that every person behind the wheel of a 
tractor does not care for the environment.  
But then I feel I have already pointed out 
your tendency to generalise in your 

writing. And all from the comfort of 
anonymityé. 
 

Yours, 
 

Bob Hole 
 

I am sure that both sides in this discussion 
would agree that we should all try to do 
our best to drive quietly, calmly and with 
respect to the road, the verges, wildlife 
and other road users, whether we are 
driving a tractor, a 4x4 or Transit van. 
Editor. 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our services to all. 
Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Womenôs Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 

Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643.  

Rodney Price , Secretary 

There is absolutely no doubt that the 
Camera Unit has been a strong deterrent 
against speeding through the village. 
Speeds of 70mph have been detected 
and we all can remember the case of the 
motorcyclist charging through at 93mph.  

What can we do about this change? We 
are asking for as many people as 
possible to put ópen to paperô and to write 
to: 

Police Sergeant Blencowe 
Wiltshire Police Safety Camera Unit,  
Wiltshire Police Headquarters 
DEVIZES 
Wiltshire SN10 

and ask for Atworth to be reinstated.   
What are the main reasons? Children 
walking the length of the village to 
school; the straight and therefore 
tempting road for speedsters; both sides 
have residential housing. 

Please help everyone in Atworth by 
writing to Sergeant Blencowe. 

Neighbourhood Watch co -ordinator  

Drop in Surgeries  

If you need to speak to your Community 
Beat Officers for Melksham West, we are 
holding Drop-in Surgeries for Atworth in 
the Neston Farm Shop on the following 
Thursdays in May and June: 

22nd ....... May.................... 11:00am-noon 
26th ........ June .................. 11:00am-noon 

You can contact us by telephone on 0845 
408 7000 extension 728 or 817/8 or by 
email at: 

melkshamnptwest@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

In an emergency telephone 999. 

PCSO Maggie Ledbury  

Neighbourhood 

Policing Teams 

 

Neighbourhood Watch  

1. New NW co-ordinator required 

We became involved in neighbourhood 
watch after a spate of house burglaries in 
Atworth in 1995. We are now  retiring 
from the posts of organisers. 

A new neighbourhood watch co-ordinator 
is required to receive e-mails from the 
police and to e-mail or deliver short notes 
of information to residents who are 
contacts either with their near neighbours 
or with organisations they attend. Our 
current list is fifteen contacts in our  
Neighbourhood Watch óSchemeô. 

It is important to pass round warnings to 
keep our community as safe as possible.    
Please contact Ken and Mavis King on 
01225 702 495 for details. 

2. Speed camera 

Due to re-organisation, Atworth will no 
longer benefit from the Safety Camera 
Unit.  

The sites for placement of the camera  
have been reviewed by Wiltshire Police 
and Atworth has not been included in the 
new schedule of locations. 
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Call for Events Programmes 
Now is the time to send in your 

organisationôs events programme. That 

way you will get the dates and details on 

the Diary Page of the Atworth Village 

magazine, and on the Events Page of the 

Atworth Village website. These details are 

entered free-of-charge in the magazine and 

on the website. 

Melksham & District Link Scheme  

DRIVERS UGENTLY REQUIRED 

Choose your own hoursðpetrol allowance paid. 
For further details phone 01225 790451 

 

PLEASE HELPðeven just 2 hours a month would help somebody. 

The Merry Wives of é  Holt 

Youôve heard of The Merry Wives of 
Windsor.  

Now meet Holtôs version of 
Shakespeareôs slapstick comedy ï 
specially adapted for local audiences and 
being performed in the open-air setting of 
The Courts, from June 26

th
 to 28

th
. 

Directed by Christopher Fielden and 
produced by Cally Smart, the cast list is 
long ï and the script dedicated to those 
long suffering ladies in Holt, as local artist 
Jack Thierens depicts é 

Thereôs our own Bob Mizen as a 
roistering Falstaff complete with Nose; 
Revd Andrew Evans as Dr Caius and 
Carol Longmore as Parson Evans 
(confused?); another Alison (Brady, this 
time) as the Hostess with the Mostest at 

The Toll Gate Inn, Doctor Steve 
Rowlands as Nym and the talented Kate 
Palmer (remember óThe Prime of Miss 
Jean Brodieô production?) as Mistress 
Quickly. 

Put the date in your diary. These Merry 
Wives are NOT to be missed. 

Tickets cost £12.00 (£10.00 concessions) 
and will go on sale shortly at Holt 
Superstores. 

Fiona Campbell  

Concert in Devizes Town Hall  

The Chippenham Ladies Choir will give a 
concert of music for all seasons on 
Monday 19th May at 7:30pm, in aid of 
Age Concern Wiltshire. 

Tickets for the event are £7.00 and can 
be obtained from the Age Concern office 
at 13 Market Place, Devizes, or from 
Devizes Books, at Handel House, 
Sidmouth Street, Devizes, or by 
telephone from 01380 727767. 

Emily Cole , Age Concern Wiltshire 


