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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

NOVEMBER  2008  

Saturday 1st 
  doors open from 6:30pm 

United Reformed Church, Holt  
 Sue Kibbey with the Budapest Ragtime Band 

Monday 3rd 7:30pm Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 The Linleys of Bath with Graham Billing  

Tuesday 4th 9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library  (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Saturday 8th 
  gate open 5:00pm 
  daytime 

Friends of Neston School  Neston Recreation Ground 
 Bonfire, Fireworks & BBQ tickets at gate: £4.00a/£2.00c 

Atworth WI    Christmas Fair  in the village hall 

Monday 17th  7:30pm Atworth WI  
  A demonstration and hands-on craft session  Sally Passfield 

Tuesday  18th 2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Friday 21st, Saturday 22nd 
  curtain up 7:30pm 

Stageworks  in Broughton Gifford village hall 
 ñEarly Frostò  A Play by Douglas Park 

Saturday 22nd 6:00pm Atworth Independent Church  
 Old Atworth through the Lens with David Webb 

Saturday 29th 7:30pm Jazz for Juba (in aid of the Sudan) in Holt village hall 
 Rob Walker Jazz Band + bangers & mash etc etc (see p. 25) 

Sunday 30th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a Childrenôs Quiz, with prizes 

D ECEMBER  2008  

Monday 1st 7:30pm Atworth History Group  AGM + Christmas Party village hall 

Saturday 6th 7:30pm 
(tickets Bath Festivals office) 

Opera Sulis & Stonar School Chamber Choir  
 ñRejoice and Singò at St Michaelôs Church Broad St BATH 

Monday 15h 7:30pm Atworth WI Christmas Event in the village hall 

Submit your items for the December 2008 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ.  

Next copy date: 12th November 2008  

 

Atworth Village on the web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
November 2008 Volume 32 Number 3 

Another example of Atworthôs many weathervanes. Most are on the village website. 

With acknowledgement to David Webb for the photograph 
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November 2008 Editorial  

Many thanks to the deliverers who located a 
few much-needed copies, and who have 
agreed to ask those outside the parish who  
receive copies to consider subscribing.  

Related to this is our increase in advertising 
prices this monthðthe last increase having 
been made in November 2006. The primary 
reason for this is to fund an extra 15 copies 
(although 20 will have to be printed) for those 
in the parish who have not been receiving the 
magazine. We will also soon be asking those 
places where copies are available for public 
pickup (e.g. Smiths Stores, Bear Garage, 
Hilaryôs Hair Salon) whether they might accept   
a box for donations as magazines are taken. 

The magazine is proving very busy at present: 
we have not only had to persuade several 
advertisers to reduce their size from a fullï to 
a half-page, we also have had to delay 
publication of articles. In particular, I am 
grateful to Mr Roger Nixey for waiting patiently 
for us to publish his item relating Atworthôs 
1977 Queenôs Silver celebrations: this will 
now appear next month. 

Finally, many thanks to St. Michael & All 
Angels PCC for their donation of £25.00 
received this month. 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2008  

Size         Issues: single 6 12  
Whole page £18.50 £18.25  £18.00 
Half page £9.50 £9.25 £9.00 
Quarter page £5.50 £5.25 £5.00 
Eighth page £4.00 £3.75 £3.50 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email, post, or hand deliver all copy with 
your postal address & fixed line telephone  
number to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover dateðcopy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your 
advertisement is on the magazine pages of 
the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Atworth History Group  

At our October meeting, Dr John Wroughton, 
speaking about the Civil War at Lansdown, 
gave a vivid description of its background and 
the fierce fighting between the parliamentarian 
and royalist armies. His slides showed where 
the armies fought, taking advantage of the hilly 
landscape to take up positions, and the paths 
and roads they used and the woods and 
hedges where troops took cover. In his latest 
book, óThe Battle of Lansdown 1643ô,  Dr 
Wroughton includes a chapter on exploring the 
battle area on foot, with maps for two walks. 

The royalist army commanders were Ralph 
Hopton, a Somerset landowner and Bevil 
Grenville. William Waller, known as óWilliam the 
Conquerorô after his victories in the south of 
England, led the parliamentarian army. 

Hopton and Waller were good friends having 
fought together in the Thirty Years War on the 
continent. Now they were to face one another 
in battle. Waller wrote to Hopton lamenting the 
divisions of war. However, both believed they 
should be true to the causes they believed in. 

Hopton had formed a new army of royalists in 
Cornwall, and intended to proceed to Oxford, to 
join the Kingôs army preparing to attack 
London. With successful victories in Cornwall 
and Devon, Hopton advanced into Somerset 
and planned to take Bath and Bristol.   

To overcome the royalist threat to the West 
Country, Parliament ordered William Waller to 
lead his army to the Severn Valley to block the 
royalistsô route to Oxford. Thus, arriving in Bath 
they prepared to meet their enemy. 

After the battle, Waller wrote to Parliament: óWe 
had a weary and dangerous dayôs fight, so well 
did we knock each other that in the night we 
both retreated.ô Grenville was mortally wounded 
in the battle and the monument erected in his 
memory stands on the spot where he fell. 

Bernard Kain thanked Dr Wroughton for his 
excellent talk, commenting that, judging by the 
large number of people attending, we may 
need a larger hall next time he visits Atworth! 

The next History Group meeting is on Monday 
3rd November, when Graham Billing will talk to 
us about the Linleys of Bath. Atworth Museum 
is open on Sunday 30th from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Visitors are very welcome on both occasions. 

Eileen Stoydin , Atworth History Group 

Atworth Parish Plan  

The steering group has almost come to the 
end of its attendance at community events, 
although we still have a few groups to visit.  
We have found the interest that you have 
shown and the feedback that we have re-
ceived very encouraging, and you can rest 
assured that we will be considering all the 
ideas that have been expressed. Thank 
you to all of you who have taken the trouble 
to pass on your comments as to the direc-
tion in which the parish should be moving in 
the future. If you have not been able to at-
tend any of the recent events you may still 
pass on your ideas to the steering group 
via the contact details given below. 

As was mentioned in our update last month 
we are now into the process of collating all 
your ideas and comments and hope to 
have our pilot questionnaire ready for the 
end of the year. This questionnaire will be 
distributed to a cross section of the parish 
in order to gauge whether we are asking 
the right questions. (Incorrectly targeted 
questions will provide useless information!)  
Once the pilot questionnaires have been 
returned we will begin the process of as-
sessing the validity of the questions asked, 
and any omissions can be rectified.  As has 
been stated previously the final question-
naire will be distributed to all households in 
the parish and everyone will be required to 
put pen to paper, although you will only 
need to put ticks in the boxes, unless you 
wish to make relevant comments!  

Contact details: telephone 01225 702045, 
or email maureen@mrweston.plus.com.                    

Lynne Spencer ,  
 Parish Plan Steering Group 

Neighbourhood Watch  

Donôt leave goods exposed in cars. Always 
lock sheds & garages, & keep house windows 
closed when you are away from home. Help 
elderly neighbours to understand the need to 
use a front-door chain and not allow any 
stranger to enter whatever the reason.  

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator  
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Dear Editor, 

Further to the article ñOperation Pied 
Piperò [AVM, September/October], the item 
[reprinted on right, Editor] from the September 
issue of the magazine The Evacuee mentions 
London W10, which is North Kensington. As 
you can see, the day and the place; never 
forgotten. I think you will find that the school 
was the Solomon Wolfson Jewish School 
(Atworth: A Little History, p15), and not South 
Kensington as stated, but North Kensington. It 
was in Lancaster Road, just down from where I 
lived and passed every day on my way to 
school at the Oxford Gardens Junior Boys 
school. The Jewish School has now been 
joined with the Lancaster Road Junior Boys  
school (next door) and is a modern 
comprehensive. 

I trust that this will be of some interest. 

Yours 

John Lambert  

 

Correspondence  
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864) 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our services to all. 

Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Womenôs Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 

Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 

Sunday 9th November 
Remembrance Day 10:50am 

A united service will be held around the 
Clock Tower. The service will continue in 
the Chapel after the outside proceedings 
are concluded.  All welcome. 

Saturday 22nd November 6:00pm  

Old Atworth through the LensðDavid Webb 

Rodney Price , Secretary 

Environmentally Speaking  

Living as we do in a rural area, it is 
perplexing to have to feed birds. Many 
local birds however live in hedgerows. 
With the destruction of hedges and 
gardens, and influx of cats, our favourite 
birds such as robins, wrens, blackbirds, 
have a hard time surviving. How about a 
harmless Cat Scarer on your Christmas 
list? These devices give birds a safe area 
in which to feed. Bird feeders need to be 
hung under foliage, to give small garden 
birds cover and safety from small hawk 
species. Support Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, 
who undertake sterling work protecting all 
wildlife in our rural county. 

Our Environmental Correspondent  

Wartime Evacuees  

On behalf of the History Group, David 
Webb has presented to Churchfields The 
Village School with a folder which Joan 
Cocozza has compiled. 

Entitled óMemories of Wartime Evacuees. 
A Story of the Wartime Evacuation of 
Children from London to Atworth in 1939ô, 
it includes memories of people who were 
evacuated, as well as other interesting 
chapters. For example, an entry in the 
school log book at that time states that 
there were 85 evacuees. It reads óThe 
Church hall is now being used to 
accommodate two classes and there are 
114 children in the school building and 63 
in the Church.ô   

A report in the Wiltshire Times about 
evacuees arriving at Trowbridge railway 
station states that óAtworth people showed 
great kindness and willingly took into their 
homes the evacuees; it was easy to see 
from the faces of all that they were 
thoroughly happy.ô 

[David Webb presents the folder complied by 
Joan Cocozza to teachers at Churchfields, the 

Village School. (More on evacuees on page 23) 
Picture by courtesy of Richard Bill] 

Eileen Stoydin , Atworth History Group 


