Visit the Atworth village web site at www.atworth.org.ukd tell us what you think!

®

Dates for your Diary

®

The Atworth

REGULAR EVENTS

Village Magazine

September 2008 Volume 32 Number 1

First Monday 7:30pm |Atworth History Group Octoberd May in the village hall

Tuesdays 7:00-9:00pm |Atworth Youth Club at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane

7:30-9:30pm [Play Badminton £4.0 ssion Sports Hall George Ward School

1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm |Atworth Independent rch The Women's Fellowship

Wednesdays 3:30pm |Atworth Indepen Bible Club (term time only
First Thursday The Corsham_ Group

10:00am - noon r 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm in the Poplar Farm barn
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except December ‘drendés Quiz wi-
-
Saturday 6th  from 2: [Atworth Autumn SHow - in the village hall
Tuesday 9th 9:30-10:00am [Chippenham Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Mead Park
2:00-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Shell Court
Friday 12th 2:00-5:00pm (Creative Bromham in St Nichol asbd| c
Saturday 13th 10:00-4:00pm Exhibition & Sal Bromham Stitchers free admission
Saturday 13th tworth Late Su in the Youth Club Hall
8:00pm Apologieso ti has been postponed
Monday 15th 7:30pm_|Atworth WI y in the village hall
Tasting the ul World of Wine  with Carol Whitehead
Monday 22nd Atworth WI ") in the White Hart, Atworth
Skittles even
Tuesday 23rd 2:00-2:30pm Homeﬂ\/loblle lerary ~(Jate unconﬂrmed) Shell Court
Sunday 28th AtworihMueear‘. O@T -_‘,. ,LD the Poplar Farm barn
2:00-4:00pm I ncluding a Chi ‘drenos Qui z,| w
OcTOBER 2008
Monday 6th 7:30pm |Atworth History Group in the village hall
The Battle of Lansdown with Dr John Wroughton
- -
Tuesday 7th 2:00-2:30pm Chlppenham Moblle—iﬁar*"(date unconfirmed) Mead Park
WP s~ Homes Mobile lerﬂ ﬁte unconfirmed) Shell Court
M'ZOth 7:30pm |Atworth WI o g S in the village hall
. Refle)ToIogy ¥ S Susanne Hollest
\‘ A .
Tuesday 21st 2: Hom Molf|e4.|brary (date Er&nflrmed) Shell Court
/ A . y eumn Open '. ' in the Poplar Farm barn ~ - - .
Sundaz/li r!lé.o_ 'nz- i‘ldrenosp Qui z W Anot her of Atworthoés distinguished
™ pb YL - o With acknowledgement to David Webb for the photograph.
_r; mit azi : magazine@atworth.org.uk
o

Atworth Village on the web: www.atworth.org.uk
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September 2008 Editorial

Firstly, apologies for the lateness of last
mont hds @ahig avasi onteide our
control, and was due to staff holidays at
the printers.

We have lots of correspondence this
month, including more on the subject of
traffic through the villaged see page 23.

We are also pleased to publish the first
instal ment of Dr .
recollections of her wartime evacuation to
Atworth, kindly submitted on her behalf by
our regular contributor, Joan Cocozza.
We will complete her account in next
mont hés magazi ne.

Finally: we expect our readers to be able
to trust our advertisers to deliver what they
promise. In this respect we must report
t hat AfAquatic Featu
few months ago, seem to have
disappeared without payment of their
advertising invoice. Therefore prospective
customers should take care if trading with
this business.

Kenneth Spencer, Editor

res o, 8Glopkaower¥iever t i sed

The Atworth Village Magazine
Advertising rates & conditions
per issue from 1st November 2006

Size Issuessingle 6 12
Whole page £16.50 £16.25 £16.00
Half page £8.50 £8.25 £8.00

Quarter page £4.50 £4.25 £4.00
Eighth page £3.00 £2.75 £2.50

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your
agvgriisgment, ibe pai¢h 20R deseipt.
or advertising booking, avaﬁa ility” and
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor).

Copy (advertising and all conten): please
email, post, or hand deliver all copy with
your postal address& fixed line telephone
number to:
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk
Post  The Editor,

Atworth Village Magazine

Atworth

Wiltshire SN12 8LJ
Copy Date 12th of month preceding the
cover dated copy received later will miss the
publication! Advice on designing your
advertisement is on the magazine pages of
the Atworth Village website.

Please pay on receipt of your invoicecash
or cheque Ataotla Wilage t

Magazined .

Post  Jim Marsden
22 Godwins Close
Atworth

Wiltshire SN12 8LD
Email:  finance@atworth.org.uk
Telephone01225 791728

Receipts please enclose a stamped
addressed envelope with your payment.

Distribution : for matters of subscription or
delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan.
Telephone01225 703880

Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or
damage caused by error or omission from
advertisements or content. The Editor is not
responsible for views or opinions expressed
by contributors to the magazine.

We reserve the right to edit submissions as
necessary.

Atworth Village Magazined September 2008 Page 3
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(continued from page 23)

danger and we must demand 'speed restraint'
for the benefit of pedestrians trying to cross at
any point. The presence of a speed safety
control van made a difference. Only the
politicians can change roads/routes, which
takes decades but Mr Thorn is right, Atworth
should join in any campaign for better traffic
routes. The community must not give up
applying pressure on authorities.

I worked for many years in a SE London
hospital as a play therapist providing
educational and progress play activities for
immobile children who were having to endure
sometimes two years confined to bed or
wheelchair whilst they recovered from serious
internal and external injuries caused by
vehicles. If we save one child from
experiencing a ruined life, it will be worth all
the letters and public pressure to get 30mph
through Atworth. It has been achieved
elsewhere.

Yours,

Mavis King

Atworth Village Magazined September 2008
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Atworth Parish Plan

Thank you again to all of you who at-
tended recent events and gave us the
benefit of your views. As has been said
previously, the plan will be worth nothing if
it does not reflect the views of those living
in the parish. We are now collating your
views, which is proving enlightening and
interesting; there are many common
themes to your comments, many of which
do not come as a surprise to us, but there
are quite a few innovative ideas which
make the exercise all the more worthwhile!
We will be attending other events, so
please come along to see us and give us
your pearls of wisdom.

Future dates for your diary:

Thursday 28th August................... 7:00pm
Great Chalfield Manor
(This is a meeting for the residents of
Great Chalfield and Little Chalfield)

Saturday 6th September............... 2:00pm
Atworth Autumn Show

Monday 20th October ................... 7:30pm
WI meeting

We would love to see you, but remember
you can always make your views known to
us via Maureen Weston either by emailing
maureen@mrweston.plus.com or tele-
phoning 702045.

Keep the ideas coming!

Lynne Spencer ,
Parish Plan Steering Group

Neighbourhood Watch

With regard to the graffitas problem
adjacent to the cutting into Mount
Pleasant, the problem has not been
abandoned. It has been discovered that
the wall marked with pink paint is
seriously cracked.

Councillor Terry Chivers is now urging
whichever Authority is responsible to get
the wall repaired as it is a danger.

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

Atworth WI

On Monday July 21st, Maureen, 21
members and 1 prospective member
visited the garden of Pam Lewis, at
Marsden, near Devizes. Pam is a keen
flower-arranger and is also a blacksmith.
Pam and her family have lived at the
former pig farm for about 25 years and
during that time she has created the large,
beautiful garden, where she grows many
of the flowers that she uses in her
arrangements. We were given a guided
tour of the garden, which was made all the
more enjoyable by the beautiful weather.
After some refreshments we enjoyed
watching Pam demonstrate several
different styles of flower-arrangement,
which were then given to five lucky
members as raffle prizes.

As we were not in the village hall,
business was kept to a minimum i
newsletters and instructions for the
September meeting were distributed, the
list for signing for the skittles evening at
The White Hart on September 22nd was
circulated and arrangements for the
Guided Tour of Corsham on August 18th
were finalised.

The next walks will be on September 5th,
meeting at 2:00pm and September 16th,
meeting at 1:45pm

Craft afternoons will resume on
September 12th & 23rd i locations to be
decided later.

The next meeting to take place in the
Village Hall will be on September 15th,

when we wi || be iTas

Worl d of Wineo

Guests are welcome to attend our
meetings (£2.00), held on the third
Monday of each month at 7:30pm in the
village hall.

For details of meetings call Lesley Adam
on 704096, or for walks call me, Pam
Loosmore on 790522.

Pam Loosmore Atworth WI

Atworth Village Magazined September 2008 Page 5
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Correspondence

Lots of correspondence this mont h,

covering

speed and nature of traffic through the village. Editor.

Dear Editor,

So once again the Parish Council have
deci ded against havi
Atworth - because they don't like the design!
Consequently, 6bus
another winter of waiting in the wind and rain.

Was there only one choice of design on offer?
Yours,
Roy and Heather Chaplin
é
Dear Editor,

Having recently purchased, in Godwins
Close, a property which backs onto the A365 |
fully support any effort to reduce
the traffic nuisance, which is about the only
disadvantage of the location. However for the
moment | still live in Pickwick,
Corsham, where the situation is rather worse.

At least in Atworth | will have the protection of
a small garden and a wall, whereas, in
Pickwick, when | step outside my only
entrance | am within arms length of traffic, the
majority passing at well above the 30mph
limit, some at nearly twice that.

Strenuous efforts have been made to
persuade those in authority to not only take
some physical measures but also to
enforce the speed limit, but to no avail. As in
Atworth, speeds have been monitored, and
the claim made that they are not excessive.
This is so obviously not true that one can only
suspect that the times of observation and the
interpretation of results were highly selective.
We all know about statistics, don't we?

The fact remains, though, that neither location
is an 'accident black spot' (due no doubt to a
strong sense of self preservation in those who
have to cross the road) and limited resources
must be applied to the worst cases. | would
agree with Mr. David Thorn (August issue)
that the matter should be addressed to those
who provide the resources, rather than to
those who administer them, even though the
former may include those whose diabolical

incompetence led to the loss of the link from
the Batheaston bypass to the A36. One
possible positive is that, | believe that the 5

n gyear‘?)lan for B4t incllf’dgse[ e tondtructibn'of

us etr}iss“nk’ Ponve hiv? tv(\)/\c’)\l‘r"ritf';‘r}%j hOpfe'a ce

Yours,
Brian Gregson

Dear Editor,

Atworth's battle to obtain speed safety is not a
matter of personalising the officers who sign
letters but a natural alarm that our children
are in constant danger from the rising tide of
drivers who ignore speed limits (and still use
hand-held mobile phones whilst driving).

Wiltshire Constabulary carry out policies
created by committees. The policies are
severely constrained by lack of funding. It is
therefore important that the public press for
expenditure on speed control. Not only does
speed control save lives/serious injury but it
saves Wiltshire Constabulary and tax payers
from the enormous cost of investigation and
court proceedings to bring persons to justice.
That procedure in no way compensates for
the loss of a loved-one or serious injury for life
of a person/child.

Life has changed drastically in the last quarter
of a century. Vehicle ownership, drugs,
alcohol consumption, road rage, aggressive
driving, are now part of our lives. Atworth has
changed too. It has a much higher population,
and at present the majority are families
containing young children who want to enjoy
some freedom, to walk or cycle, to reach
school, their friends, the recreation ground,
the Youth Club, in safety. 20mph is being
advocated nationally for areas outside
schools. 30mph outside George Ward School
has for instance made a great change to the
safety of that stretch of the A365.

The A365 through the centre of Atworth is
long and straight, and an overwhelming
temptation to errant drivers. It is a constant

(continued on page 25)
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ATWORTH
INDEPENDENT
CHURCH

The Chapel by the Clock Tower
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk]

A warm welcome to our services to all.
Sunday services

11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday
3rd Sunday each month:

11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea.
Womenés Fell owshi

1st & 3rd Tuesday each monti30pm

Further details from Janice (709129)
Bible Club for boys and girls

Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only.
Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any
further details of services, on 708643.

Important dates for September
Sunday 21st September

HARVEST - Give thanks for the Bread of
Life - so why not join us at our Harvest
Thanksgiving services at 11:00am and
3:15pm. Watch out for the invitation leaflet
coming through your door soon.

Rodney Price , Secretary
Atworth History Group 2008 -9
Oct 6th... Battle of Lansdown

................................. Dr John Wroughton

Nov 3rd.. The Linleys of Bath
........................................ Graham Billing

Dec 1st.. AGM and Christmas Party
Jan 5th... Atworth Village Yester-Year

............................................ David Webb
Feb 2nd . History of Coal Mining in the
Radstock Area ................ Dennis Chedgy

Mar 2nd . The Lost Ports of the River Severn
& Bristol Channel
...................... Roy Gallop & Ken Griffiths
Apr 6th... Strata Smith puts Bath on the Map
The First Geological Map
....................................... Elizabeth Devon
Legacy: St
................................................. Terry Lee
All meetings are at 7:30pm, and details are
also on the village website.

Eileen Stoydin , Atworth History Group

Send your news, articles and notices to magazine@atworth.org.uk

Local Author Lunches New Book

Atworth  writer Simon  Heptinstall is
celebrating the launch of his first book to
rave reviews. The book is simply called
6Devonbd and i s
Amazon. co. uk, Wat er
from the publishers at
Crimsonpublishing.co.uk.

Simon Heptinstall
Simon spent most of last winter writing
the120,000 words in the 320-page book.
He also did lots of research, took
photographs and interviewed Devon
personalities for the project.

The book has already featured in the
Sunday Times, Times, London Paper and
Ma i | on Sunday, wh o
and revealingo.

Simon lives on Bath Road with his wife
Joanna and Atworth school children Harry
and Millie. He spent much of his early life in
a village in Devon. Later he was editor of
the Cornish and Devon Post newspaper
and is now a member of the trust that owns
Exeter City FC.

As el g5 yriting-aftelgs oy pepispapers,

magazines and websites,” Simon is now

|l ooking for anotfheuld b
find a publisher that
to do a book on Wiltshire nextd , he s a\

Atworth Village Magazined September 2008 Page 7
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(continued from pag#9)
joined in the admiring cheers of the onlookers. None of us children had cameras, so we
could not record these festive occasions. | do not remember ever being bored. But
some of the older girls were, particul ar |
great deal more sophisticated than the rest. She talked about boyfriends she had had in
London. One day a young man in a convertible stopped his car on the road where she
was walking and talked to her. Oh, what a scandal! That Jezebel'! Tongues wagged
immediately with outrage. She explained that the young man was an old acquaintance
who had recognised her and therefore stopped to talk to her. No one believed her
except me. | thought it must be true because no one would be so depraved as to talk to
a strange man i and in a car to boot!

[ We will publish the rest of Dr White

Please note that advertisements are intentionally
removed from the online copy of the magazine.

This done for two reasons:

First, it speeds up the download for those
with slow Internet connections;
Second, it is fairer to our online advertisers
who pay separately for online space.
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The Benefice of Atworth with Shaw and Whitley
Revd. Jill Perrett 01225 703498
Church Services and notices for September 2008
7th September ... Blessed virgin Mary ...... 10:00am.....Parish Communion & COAST ...............

14th September . Holy Cross Day ............. 10:00am.....Parish Communion & COAST ....

21st September.. Harvest Festival ............ 10:00am.....Service with Communion.............cccocvue.
28th September . ....ccccoocvieiieieecec e 9:00am......Said Communion (BCW) ........ccccoevvrvrnenne
.......................... Harvest Festival ............. 10:00am.....Family Service .........cccccoovvveveievicinciesenn,
Tuesdays(9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th) ............... 7:00pm......Said Communion (BCW) .........cccoovrevrierennan

Bible Study restarts from 23rd September at 7:45pm at 89 Corsham Road, Whitley.
Contact Mary Harris on 01225 704116 for further details.

For Baptisms, weddings, funerals & other pastoral care please contact Revd. Jill Perrett

In_Memoriam : We remember those who have recently died, and especially friends and family of
David Bowles Rigby and Vera Dix.

We welcomed into the Church : Charlotte Mary Deven and James Christopher Senneck who were
baptised at St Michael and All Angels on Sunday 3rd August.

Please note that advertisements are intentiona“y Happy Harvest at Atworth and Shaw Churches _: services on 21st September in Atworth, and
. . 28th September in Shaw will remember the réles of farming and farmers in our communities. In St
removedfromthe0n||necopyofthemagaz|ne_ Mi chael 6s Atworth there will be a play area in

of Atworth and Shaw Together) will host the Family Service at Shaw, with an exciting drama
presentation. You are welcome to bring gifts of fresh produce & groceries, to be sold at the end of

. . the service in aid of the Churchesd chosen char
Th|S done for tWO reasons: Auction of Promises _ on Friday 10th October - thanks to Roger Hollest for agreeing to act as
: H auctioneer. To offer a promise please contact David Nott - 708388 or Dianne Briggs - 708840.
First, it speeds up the download for those e Brisgs promise P %
W|t_h _slovx_/ Internet connections; Letter from Jill Perrett
Second, it is fairer to our online advertisers This is the time of year when the schools and then universities start back. There will be children
- starting at school for the first time, or moving up a class, usually to have a new teacher and there is
WhO pay Sepal‘ately fOI‘ On“ne Space. the change from Primary to Secondary schools for some and then those who go off to University
either to begin their studies or to continue them and those who will start their first job. The new
academic year is a year of moving on and accept
as well.

I'n t he c huthectimd of latg S8eptember- early October is called Michaelmas - after St.
Michael, to whom the church at Atworth in our Benefice, is dedicated.

It is at this time of year that men and women in the Church of England who have completed training
at theological college, will be ordained as deacons in the church. They will be authorised to take on

a new ministry and this means that they will receive the title of Reverend and will be called to serve
ot her s, which is the deaconds role and task.
Many deacons will go on next July to be ordained as priests. But priests and even bishops are
always called to remember that first and foremost they are deacons- and that means they are
called to serve.

It foll ows the pattern of Christ who came O6énot

It means living life in an unselfish way, in a thoughtful way, in a giving way- being thoughtful of
others and their needs and being active to help.

And this model is not just for deacons, it is a good model for everyone- for if we all live life in this
way then we will find that everyone will benefit, because as we care for others, there will be others
caring for us too!

Reverend Jill Perrett , Priest in Charge, Benefice of Shaw & Whitely
Page 20 Atworth Village Magazined September 2008 Atworth Village Magazined September 2008 Page 9
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(continued from pag#&7)

enormous. Some had accepted two or even three children and suddenly without any
guidance or experience they found themselves foster parents. Youngsters, who had
been removed without warning from their parents, had marched into their homes with
habits and ways of living with which the new foster parents were frequently unfamiliar,
and which changed the rhythm of their own lives. There were families who had never
had children of their own. Others were busy with their own, and some had children who
were already grown up and gone. Yet new chores were added to their lives, such as
time for supervising their foster children, particularly the younger ones who were
disorientated and afraid. Many times, rooms had to be reorganised to create space for
the new guests. Yet without apparent complaints, the local people accommodated the

refugee children. Mr Clarkds mother and s
sisters took in six year old twin brothers. The youngsters cried through the first night,
feeling | ost and missing their parents.

consoled them with warm sympathy.

Suddenly the streets of Atworth were filled with strange children 7 running, investigating,
playing, interrupting the pulse of the village life. But everyone was motivated by the

i 1 1 desire to pull together for the war effort. The adults felt it with passionate patriotism and
Please note that advenilsements are mtentlon_a“y even the children sensed that they should not complain under the circumstances.
removed from the Onlme COpy Of the magazme- The daily routine started with school in the morning. The number of school age evacuee

children approximately matched the number of local school children. Since there was no
space in the village school, classes were held for us in a Quonset [Nissen] hut. It

This done for two reasons: consisted of just one big room for all of us, from the youngest i about six years i to a

. . few children who were about fifteen or sixteen. Not much can be said for the instruction

First, 1t SpeedS up the download for those we received. We not only had no books but we also did not have sufficient teachers. As

. . . a result the older youngsters were drafted to teach the younger children. That resulted

Wlth SIOW Internet Connectlons, in pandemonium and was soon abandoned. My main memory is the discomfort of the

Second it is fa”'er to our Onllne advertlsers Nissen hut. It varied from boiling hot to freezing cold. In mid-winter we wore our coats,
! ) scarves and gloves with which we skipped

who pay separately for online space. remember getting homework. When school was over for the day, no one paid any

further attention to us.
We usually spent the afternoons playing outside by ourselves. Twice a week or so a

truck arrived, a library on wheels, which many of us eagerly awaited. | remember
reading Dorothy of Haddon Hall in which sex scenes were not exactly overwrought. |
remember the scene that described the her
onebds ankle as she mounted into her carri
read by the older girls and sometimes pilfered by the younger ones. The stories were
usually more or less the same and tended to be about star-crossed lovers. The heroine

was generally in danger of | osing her fmo
time by some benevolent man or even by herself, thus escaping a fate worse than
death.

Some of the children were boarded in the neighbouring village, Broughton Gifford. |
somehow found a back way over meadows to reach it. | had become friendly with a boy
and once in a while we visited each other and played happily together. Sunday was
always a big treat. On frequent Sundays there was a wedding between a local girl and
her soldier fiancé. We waited patiently until the couple emerged from the church and

(continued on pag2l)
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group

ltds more | ike Autumn.

Indian Summer. As usual the table was piled
high with an assortment of multicoloured
goods. As well as items from our members,
there were many from our friends in
Corsham, Chippenham, and Colerne.

Corsham Town Council has very kindly
donated £100 to our funds, which will go
towards our next purchase of wool.

Despite strong winds and occasional shower
we did quite well at the Springfield Féte and
took £105 for the Wiltshire Air Ambulance.
Thanks also to June & Gwen of Jargeau, who
raised a further £71.20 for the Air Ambulance.

Atworth History Group
Quizd Do you know your Atworth

At the Village Hall Event in July, visitors
were invited to enter the following quiz,
written by Joan Cocozza. The joint winners
were Marguerite Braithwaite and Rodney

Prise. Well done! .
erhaps we wil/| get
For those that

answers are overleafd no cheating!
1. Name the item which was on display.
2. Where is Waterloo Bottom?

3. In 1902, Leather Lane was re-named
Coronation Road i to celebrate the
coronation of which monarch?

4. Which company became the largest
employer in the village?

5. Name a former inn in Atworth.
6. Where is the Toll House?

We have had avyamud& en d T aMherwas the school built?

Seymour House in Chippenham for the
blankets we supplied: a further delivery will be
made to them this month.

National Knitting Week is in October and on
Thursday 16th members of the Group will be
at ai m&iitn Corsham Li
-4:00pm. Do come along to meet us.

As mentioned previously we have a target of
2008 hand puppets to
Shoe Boxes: the total to date is 956. We also
collect small items, pens, pencils, notepads,
rubbers, toothbrushes, paste, soap, hats,
scarves socks etc. If you can help with any of
these items please get in touch.

We meet in the Corsham Community Centre
from 10:00am to noon on the first Thursday of
each month and are always pleased to
welcome new members so if you are
interested in knitting or crochet come along.
All materials, needles etc. are supplied
together with coffee/tea for which please
bring a mug and a £2.00 towards costs.

For more information please ring Peg Smith,
01249 713879 or Margaret Gibbs, 01225
810621.

Margaret Gibbs ,
Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group

8. Whereaboults is the old Baptist Chapel?
9. What was the Village Hall known as?

10 Where does the History Group hold its
monthly meetings?

n12Whereabdu@ 1 thd flaceloAcd Rhown as
Tittds Yard or

al

havenot

Carper

12Where is Kingdos Styl e

0 in t e ChilFdrenos
3.When did Stonar School re-locate to
Cottles Park?
14.Whereabouts was there a village pump?

15.Where is the Roll of Honour to
commemorate Those Who Served in
both World Wars?

16. Where in Atworth can you see a
Commonwealth War Graves Headstone?

17.In what year was the Jubilee Clock
Tower built?

18.Where is Lion Place?
19.Where was the Village Pound situated?

20. Who is currently chairman of the Parish
Council?

Eileen Stoydin , Atworth History Group
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My Memories of Operation Pied Piper
Atworth 1939
Dorit B. Whiteman, Ph.D.
New York, 17th July, 2006
email: Drwhitem@aol.com  website: www.doritwhiteman.com

| do not remember the exact day in September 1939 when the great evacuation called
Operation Pied Piper started, nor the school | travelled with, nor the number of children
on the train, nor the railway station where the train finally stopped. It might have been
Melksham. | knew | was leaving London because of the possibility of being bombed by
the Germans but | knew nothing about our destination nor with whom | would be living.
When the train stopped we were told to get off. Each one of us took our little suitcase,
our identification card, checked that we were wearing our label, suspended on a kind or
rope across our necks, and grabbed the little cardboard box which contained our gas

masks. We had learned to hang on to it because in London, if you failed to carry it, a
policeman could send you home. In case of an air attack he would have to give you his
gas mask if you were without it. | do remember after all the children disgorged from the
train standing by myself on the platform. The British government had appealed to

Please note that advertisements are intentionally families who lived in safer areas in England to take in city children and the good citizens
i P had responded en masse. As a result, when our train arrived, many adults were milling
removed from the Onlme Copy of the magazlne. on the platform, looking to take one or two children home with them. After a short while

a lady approached me, and | was told to accompany her. The lady was Mrs Clark in
whose house | was to live for about a year.

We were all city children. | was a double refugee. About a year previously, | had fled

This done for two reasons:

First. it Speeds up the download for those with my parents under very dire circumstances to London from Austria, which then was
T . annexed to the Third Reich. And | was again being transported to a strange setting. The
with slow Internet connections; new setting seemed very friendly to me. We walked down what seemed to me the main

ips . . . street of the village. As we wal ked to N
Second, Iitis falrer to our onllne advertlsers house. She remarked that she had heard that the train had Jewish children on it and
i asked whether they were brown. It was clear that the village had never encountered
WhO pay SeparatEIy fOf Onlme Space' Jewish children before. Nor had most of the children encountered a village of that nature

before because they lived in London and some of them even in the East End.
After the big city, Atworth looked charming and picturesque, almost like a film setting:

Small attached houses, little gardens fronting them, a clock tower and at the end of the
road a church. I entered Mrs Clarkoés homi
very different from the ones in which | had lived in Vienna and London. The rooms were
quite small and there were not many of them. A petite but cosy living room containing a
dining room table, a couch, some chairs and a fireplace was the place where the family,
myself included, spent evenings by paraffin light, since there was no electricity. The
adjoining, neatly arranged kitchen had no taps because there was no water in the
house. Mrs Clark fetched the wat &forcokirgm
drinking, washing, and for the once-a-week bath. Two small bedrooms upstairs served
five of wus. Mr . and Mr s. Clark and baby R
| were in the other one. There was no bathroom. Since there was no water in the house,
there was no need. For washing up we had a basin and jug, filled by Mrs Clark. The
outhouse in the back garden fulfilled its appointed function.

The responsibility the local citizens assumed by taking in strange children was
(continued on pag#9)
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Please note that advertisements are intentionally
removed from the online copy of the magazine.

This done for two reasons:

First, it speeds up the download for those
with slow Internet connections;
Second, it is fairer to our online advertisers
who pay separately for online space.
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Atworth History Group
Do you know your Atworth T answers
We have listed the answers separately from

the questions so that anyone who has not
seen the quiz before can have a go.

1. Sugar nippers.

2. Corner of Bath Road, Corsham Lane/
Road or Neston Lane.

3. Edward VII.
4. New Mendip Engineering/Dowty.

5. Foresteros Ar ms , N e

Arms, Red or White Lion.

Corner of Bradford Road and Bath Road.
1828.

Corner of Bath Road/Purlpit.

. The Village Institute.

10.The Village Hall.

11.Bath Road, where the Village Hall stands.
12.Next to Frankham House, Bath Road.

© o N

13.1939.

14The Green, Bradford
Bath Road; by the White Hart;
Purlpit.

15.The Clock Tower.

16. Atworth Independent Church graveyard or
Atworth Chapel graveyard.

17.1897.

18.Facing, and in Bath Road and leading to,
the Bear Garage.

19.At the junction of Post Office Lane and
Bath Road. (See plaque on building.)

20. Effie Gale-Sides.
Thanks are due to Joan Cocozza.

Eileen Stoydin , Atworth History Group

Neighbourhood Watch

With regard to the graffiti problems
adjacent to the cutting into Mount Pleasant,
the problem has not been abandoned. It
has been discovered that the wall marked
with pink paint is seriously cracked.

Councillor Terry Chivers is now urging
whichever Authority is responsible to get
the wall repaired as it is a danger.

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

Atworth Autumn Show

With only days to go to the Autumn Show,
this is your last chance to get your entry in -
drop it in to 29a Bath Road by 7:00pm on
4th September.

Remember that as long as you have
submitted your entry, you can enter other
classes on the day (space permitting).

Once the judging is complete, the show is
open to the public from 2:00pm (entry by
¥bnatibrl). There wWillhé & rBffefwithSa great
range of prizes and teas will be available,
so it will be a good opportunity to catch up
with friends and neighbours. Don't forget
the auction at the end of the show when
many of the prize-winning entries are sold
off. This is always great fun and everyone
comes away with some excellent bargains.

We spotted an omission in the schedule
that was circulated last month - please note
that there is a new class of ‘jellies and fruit
predehs'. If YU UnduldSiiketd brfef this

class, it is number 99. Many apologies!

We look forward to seeing you on Saturday
and good luck to everyone who enters.

Maggie McDonald , Atworth Autumn Show

Atworth Youth Club

August was an extremely busy month,
with a high attendance.

Ten youngsters became engrossed in an
amazing PAWS (Participatory Arts
Workshops) project provided with a grant
from West Wilts District Council. An art
teacher guided through four sessions
culminating in four beautiful banners
created in Batique. Designs include their
enjoyment of Atworth recreation ground
and the games and fun within the Youth
Club - all drawn onto silk lengths!

We also visited Oxenwood outside
activities centre near Marlborough, and
kayaking on Corsham Lake with

(continued on pag#b)
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Please note that advertisements are intentionally
removed from the online copy of the magazine.

This done for two reasons:

First, it speeds up the download for those
with slow Internet connections;
Second, it is fairer to our online advertisers
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(continued from pag#3)
Corsham Sea Scouts.

Two members moved away and their
places were immediately filled.

The day at Thorpe Park will now be
Saturday 13th September. Contact Dawn
Rossi for details of this.

Is there anyone out there who would
compile a visual Quiz for us? If so,
contact Mavis.

Mavis King (T:01225 702495) and Team

Golden Fleece Cricket Club

The season continues as it begun with
many more games being won than lost.

So far we have played 19, won 14 and
lost 5 with 2 others abandoned due to
bad weather. This means that we have a
winning season already with only 7
games to play.

The significant result during the last
month was a first victory over Spye Park.
A good team effort to win in the last over
with 2 wickets remaining.

September Fixtures

Sunday ...... 7th. Star......... 2:00pm....... H
Sunday .... 14th. Nomads ..2:00pm....... A
Sunday .... 21st. Corsham 2:00pm....... H
Sunday .... 28th. Grittleton 2:00pm....... A

Howard Fountain, Club Captain

Atworth Village Magazine
Subscribe!

Did you know that for £10.00 per annum,
you can have a copy of the Atworth Village
magazine posted to any of your friends or
relatives living in the UK.

This is an excellent way to let those who
have moved out of the village know what is
going on!

Atworth Village Hall News

The pleasant Community Afternoon on 12th
July brought many people together, and we
hope this will help to bring as many to the
Autumn Flower Show on 6th September.
The projection screen has been purchased
and cleverly installed by Adrian Bray. The
Front Foyer has been re-surfaced by an
older member of Atworth Youth Club. Karl
Schafer has re-fitted the lighting which had
to be removed whilst the new ceiling was
put in place. The Senior Football Goals
have been rubbed-down, undercoated, and
repainted, by a Youth Club member, shrubs
planted by Derek Edwards at the entrance
into the Rec' are thriving. Atworth Village
Hall and Recreation Ground are now ‘it
and well' ready for the Autumn. We do
however, need a person to care for the
interior of the Hall and premises, on a
Tuesday morning. Anyone interested can
contact Mrs King 01225 702495 for details.

Trustees , Village Hall & Recreation Ground

<09/04

NESTON
FLOWERS

PROFESSIONAL
FLORISTS

woww.nestonflowers.co.uk

astomer Arrource mermt!

Busness asusual Gt Neston Flowers
1 Locks Cross, Neston, CorvsRam
WiltsRive
Tel: 01225 812034
Morday to Sqturday Sam - 120m

Addiional premisesat ...
5 CRuwreh Stveet, Bradford-On-Avon
WiltsRive
Tel: 01225 864000

Monday to Friday fam - §.300m
Saturday Sam - 4pm
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