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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
  7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Keep Fit  £4.00 (Julie Reid 01225 766844) in the village hall 
Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

APRIL  2009  

Thursday 2nd 6:45pm Neston Park Farm Shop  tickets £16.50 
 Cooking with Chocolate to book  contact 700881 

Monday 6th 7:30pm Atworth History Group   in the village hall 
 óStrata Smith Puts Bath On The Mapô Elisabeth Devon 

Tuesday 7th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Monday 20th  7:30pm Atworth WI   in the village hall 
 The History of Spectacles with  Mrs J Parrott 

Tuesday 21st 9:30-10:00am 
 
 leave village hall at 1:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library  (unconfirmed) Mead Park 
Atworth WI  
 Visit to Home Covert NGS Garden nr Devizes 

Saturday 25th 7:30pm 
  (tickets £10.00 on 
  the door) 

Melksham Choral Society  at Melksham United Church 
 The Rococo Sinfonietta will  play Mozartôs  
  Eine Kleine Nacht Musik and the Requiem Mass  

Sunday 26th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

Tuesday 28th 1:45-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court 

MAY 2009  

Monday 11th 10:00am 
 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  Visit to Tyntesfield 
Atworth History Group   in the village hall 
 ñWrenôs LegacyðSt. Paulôs Cathedralò with Terry Lee 

Sunday 31st 2:00-6:00pm 
  tickets: BoA  tourist office 

Abbeyfield House, Bradford on Avon  
 Tranquil mobility-friendly garden open day 

JUNE  2009  

Monday 1st Atworth WI visit to Tyntesfield (NT property) 

Submit your items for the May 2009 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ.  

Next copy date: 12th April 2009  

 

Atworth Village on the web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
April 2009 Volume 32 Number 8 

The freshly painted and repaired childrenôs slide, shop front, and miniature tables &  
chairs in Atworthôs Recreation Groundðas carried out by John Day 
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April 2009 Editorial  

I regret to say that I have had one of those 
pieces of bad news that, as editor, I dread. 
Julia Kirwan, who has so ably looked after 
the arrangement of the distribution of 
magazines to the delivery team, and who 
has also regularly posted magazines to our 
subscribers, has informed me that 
reluctantly, she will have to give up her rôle 
as soon as a replacement can be found. A 
few more details can be found on page 17. 

If you think that you could spare a few 
hours during the third or last week of each 
month to do this for us, do please get in 
touch: your magazine needs YOU! 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2008  

Size         Issues: single 6 12 
Whole page £18.50 £18.25  £18.00 
Half page £9.50 £9.25 £9.00 
Quarter page £5.50 £5.25 £5.00 
Eighth page £4.00 £3.75 £3.50 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (all advertising & content): 
Please email, post, or hand deliver all copy 
with your postal address & fixed line 
telephone  number (no mobiles) to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 
12th of month preceding the cover dateð
copy received later will miss the publication! 
Advice on advertising is on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. Send (payments only) to: 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@talktalk.net 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Atworth History Group  

On March 2nd, we had a talk by Roy 
Gallop with assistance from Ken Griffith, 
on The Lost Ports of the Severn and The 
Bristol Channel. 

The talk began with a map showing the 
ports to be described. The names were 
familiar but only as seaside places in 
most cases. Although most of the places 
were used mainly for local trade, Wales 
and Ireland were served. The talk was 
illustrated throughout with old pictures of 
the ports when in use, and recent ones 
showing what has happened to them. 

Bullo Pill, the first port shown, near 
Lydney and Sharpness, was served by 
trows,  sailing ships, shaped like barges. 
Coal from the Forest of Dean was the 
main cargo and we were shown coal 
being loaded in clouds of dust. It must 
have been a very dirty job. Oxford could 
be reached by canal from Sharpness. A 
very derelict harbour was still in use very 
recently for the dredgers always required 
in the Severn estuary. The boats used 
the very high tides in the area and could 
sometimes reach Bridgewater on the 
outward journey with no other power. 
Lydney was still in use in the 50s for 
taking coal to Bristol and Bridgewater - 
then a major centre for making bricks and 
tiles. The banks of the Severn are littered 
with remains of the trows and bigger 
ships as they went out of use or were 
grounded and abandoned. It was and still 
is a dangerous place. 

Smacks, sloops and ketches were used 
in the deeper waters. In 1885 a whale 
was stranded right up the estuary and 
was visited by boat. It was such an 
attraction that an entrepreneur had it 
towed all the way through the back of 
Bristol by the canal and to St. Phillips 
Marsh. In the 18th century a green 
glazed pottery (or crock) was exported to 
Wales and Ireland from Crockerne Pill.   

The pilot cutters waited here too to escort 
ships through the difficult waters where 
the sands shift all the time. In the 1870s 
Avonmouth and Portishead were built for 
really big ships but the pictures we saw 
showed no cranes because all the 
unloading and loading gear was onboard 
so that smaller ports could be used as 
well. At Clevedon there were salt pans as 
salt was exported. On the Banwell River 
was a secret port surrounded by barbed 
wire. It was used by ships which 
destroyed old shells and mines. Coal was 
carried even to small hauliers who 
distributed it to isolated farms.  

At Uphill there is a cliff manmade by 
quarrying limestone used in kilns to make 
fertilizer for the acid soils of Exmoor. In 
the 18th century it was a busy port 
employing two customs officers. At 
Burnham-on-Sea the railway came right 
to the sea for loading and unloading. 
There was also a thriving pleasure 
steamer business. Bridgewater had a big 
harbour opened in 1826 for sea vessels 
to and from the West Indies and South 
America for sugar and hardwood. We 
saw a picture of the harbour, full with 
maybe 40 ships. Watchet too was very 
busy until the 1950s. It had a big paper 
mill so wood pulp was imported and Van 
Heusen shirts were made there. A noisy 
industrial place ï now a pleasant resort. 
Minehead too was busy with limestone 
trade, Porlock specialised in pitprops and 
although Dunster must have had trade it 
is now completely hidden and forgotten. 

John Lambert thanked the speakers for a 
fascinating picture of the transport of 
goods all over the estuary by many ships. 

The next  History Group meeting will be 
held on April 6th  in the village hall  when 
Elisabeth Devon will give a presentation 
on óStrata Smith Puts Bath on the 
Map. The First Geological Map ô  

Diana Smith , Atworth History Group 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group   

There was a cheerful hubbub in our 
March meeting, so different from 
February, when seven valiant members 
struggled to the Community Centre. 

We were delighted with the mountain of 
colourful goods destined for the Ukraine, 
including welcome offerings from the 
óGold Diggersô ladies of Chippenham. 

It should be noted that the long-awaited 
óChristmas Lunchô was demolished with 
great satisfaction at the end of February 
ï due to Elizabethôs organisation; her 
talents now turn towards the Group 
outing to the Knitting & Stitchcraft show 
at Shepton Mallet in April. 

Whatôs new? We received a welcome 
£25.00 from the Corsham Rotary Club. 
We are always pleased with any funding 
which may come our way, particularly as 
our room hire is to be increased and with 

64 members at our meetings we do get 
through an awful lot of wool. 

The raffle in aid of Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance was drawn. The free 
membership for a year was won by a 
new member, Maureen Taylor and the 
six months prize by Gwen Feaver. A 
beautifully knitted sweater, knitted and 
donated by Iris was also raffled, raising 
the grand sum of £85.50. We were 
therefore able to send the Air Ambulance 
a total of £140. 

Usually we meet on the first Thursday in 
the month from 10:00am to noon at the 
Corsham Community Centre. NB: In 
June, due to the Council elections held in 
the Centre we will meet on June 11th. 

All materials, needles etc. are supplied 
together with coffee/tea for which please 
bring a mug and £2.00 towards costs. 

For more information contact: 
     Peg Smith         01249 713879 or 
     Margaret Gibbs 01225 810621 

Margaret Gibbs , 
            Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 


