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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
  7:00-9:00pm       
 1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Keep Fit  £4.00 (Julie Reid 01225 766844) in the village hall 
Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 10:00am-noon 
Each Thursday 7:30-9:30pm 

Corsham Knitting & Crochet  room 1, Arts Centre Corsham 

Atworth Youth Club - Over 13s  at the Youth Centre 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

D ECEMBER  2009  

Saturday 5th 10:00am-noon St Michael & All Angels (BASW)  in the church hall 
 Christmas Bazaar 

Monday 7th 7:30pm Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 AGM, Christmas Party & Walker Certificate Presentations 
 All walkers and helpers are invited.  

Tuesday 8th 1:45-2:15pm Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court  

Saturday 12th 7:30pm Melksham Choral Society  Melksham United Church 
 Concert, including Handelôs Hallelujah Chorus 

Sunday 13th 7:30pm Corsham Band  Corsham Town Hall 
 Concert of Festive Favourites Tickets £6.00 on the door 

Monday 14th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
 Christmas Event 

Tuesday 15th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Tuesday 29th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

JANUARY  2010  

Monday 4th Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 The Role of the Royal Mail Coach Guard Mr M Horder 

Tuesday 5th 9:30-10:00am Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court  

Tuesday 12th 1:45-2:15pm Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Monday 18th 7:30pm Atworth WI        in the village hall 
 Belly Dancing Experience Mrs Wafaa Powell 

Tuesday 26th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 31st 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open                 in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

Submit your items for the January 2010 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ.  

Next copy date: 12th December 2009  

Atworth village on the web (Diary/Associations/Businesses): 

www.atworth.org.uk 
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December 2009 Editorial  

This is my fourth Christmas doing the 
magazine - how time flies! We had a little 
magazine get-together in October (too late 
for reporting in the November issue), and 
although not all of our deliverers were able 
to make it, those that did enjoyed a 
pleasant Saturday afternoon. 

To all our readers, contributors, 
advertisers, subscribers, deliverers and 
our central team for distribution and 
invoicing, many thanks for your support, 
and I wish you a very happy Christmas! 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2009  

Size        Issues: 1-5 (each) 6-11 12+ 
Whole page £20.00 £19.50  £19.00 
Half page £11.00 £10.50 £10.00 
Quarter page £7.00 £6.50 £6.00 
Eighth page £5.00 £4.50 £4.00 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (all advertising & content): 
Please email, post, or hand deliver all copy 
with your postal address & fixed line 
telephone  number (no mobiles) to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 
12th of month preceding the cover dateð
copy received later will miss the publication! 
Advice on advertising is on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. Send (payments only) to: 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Don Coote. 
Telephone: 01225 705512 
Email: distribution@atworth.org.uk 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Environmentally Speaking  

Many continental field birds winter in 
England. You can help them survive by 
providing water bowls and a continuous 
flow of good quality bird food.  

We are advised by experts to stop putting  
bread out for birds. Two pointers: 

1) Birds need water to survive; 

2) If you start to feed wild birds, they will 
come to rely on your supply, so donôt 
stop the provision until natural foods 
return in the spring. 

Our Environmental Correspondent  

 

 

 

ATWORTH  
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864) 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A Warm Welcome to our Services to All 

Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
 

Womenôs Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
 

Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 

Christmas/December Services 

A leaflet will be coming through your 
letter box very soon entitled "Peace on 
Earth", with an invitation to our Christmas 
services. 

In these troubled times we can still 
celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace. 

We invite you to share with us on: 

 Sunday 20th .......................... 11:00am  
  Carol service ............ 6:00pm 
 Christmas Day ....................... 10:30am 

 Rodney & Christine Price  

<10/10 
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Service of Remembrance  

More than 100 people attended the Service 
of Remembrance held at the Clock Tower 
on Sunday 8th November, afterwards 
transferring to St Michaelôs Church. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[Some of the wreaths laid at the Clock Tower 
during the Service of Remembrance.  

Photograph by Lynne Spencer] 

The Magazine Team Gathers  

Some of the members of the Atworth 
Village magazine team gathered at the 
Editorôs home for a get-together on the 
afternoon of Saturday 17th October. A few 
drinks & light nibbles were enjoyed by all! 

In the two years since the last such 
gathering, we have welcomed a new 
Finance Invoicing person in the form of Jim 
Marsden, and more recently, a new 
Distribution person, Don Coote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[Left to right: Gay Harris, Jean Edwards  
(deliverers); Don Coote (Distribution); 

Kenneth Spencer (Editor), Jim Marsden 
(Invoicing); Mavis King, John Lambert 

(delivers). Photograph by Lynne Spencer] 

New Yearôs Eve 

A couple of years ago, a small group of 
people happened to collect around the 
Clock Tower as it struck twelve on New 
Yearôs Eve. 

It has been suggested that residents might 
like to gather again around the Clock Tower 
just before midnight on this New Yearôs 
Eve, so that we might welcome the new 
year together. 

No booking necessary - just turn up! 
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Atworth History Group  

We were honoured to have a return visit  
on November 2nd from Dr Alan Dodge, 
Chairman of the Freshford History Society, 
to speak on ñThe History of the Churchò. 
This could have been a rather wide 
subject, or simply the history of Atworth 
Church, so at the start Dr Dodge explained 
that it would be better entitled ñThe History 
of the Church of England in England.ò 

We were shown slides of some beautiful 
early Norman Churches still in their 
original form of a simple nave and 
separate chancel, with narrow windows, 
and how these early churches evolved 
either by alteration or with new buildings, 
so that windows became larger to admit 
more light, and side aisles were added to 
increase the capacity. As the services 
were in Latin, which was incomprehensible 
to the majority of the population, the 
interior walls were painted with pictures 
from the scriptures to help people 
understand and remember the Biblical 
stories.  Most of these wall paintings were 
covered up in later years, but many 
remain, or have been rediscovered when 
churches have been restored, and we 
were shown fascinating slides of these 
from all over the country. 

Ecclesiastical parishes had evolved from 
early time. Originally Atworth had been 
part of the Bradford on Avon parish, but as 
communities grew visiting priests were 
appointed, and a new priest was 
supported by tithes collected from within 
their area. In turn they then had to pay a 
tenth of their tithe income to Rome. 

The Reformation brought major changes.  
The portion of the tithe previously paid to 
Rome was taken by the Crown under the 
new laws put forward by Henry VIII, 
although this was returned much later 
under the provisions of Queen Anneôs 
Bounty. The Bible was translated into 
English, and Church services were held in 
English and there was a greater 
understanding of them. The wall pictures 
were no longer required to teach the 

congregation, and they were whitewashed 
over. The Book of Common Prayer was 
published, and Holy Communion was only 
compulsory on 3 occasions each year. 

The next major change (after a small 
hiccough of Catholic re-action during 
Queen Maryôs short reign) was in Victorian 
times. Additional wealth amongst the 
upper classes led to major alterations and 
rebuilding of churches throughout the 
country, and locally this can be seen in 
Shaw which was rebuilt in 1832 and Box in 
1840. In many churches the old box pews, 
usually reserve for special families, were 
removed and replaced by more open 
seating, and singing of hymns became 
more commonplace. 

After questions a vote of thanks was 
proposed by Bernard Kain and our 
Speaker was roundly applauded for what 
had been a most interesting talk illustrated 
with delightful slides. 

Atworth Museum will re-open in January 
and on the last Sunday of each month 
from 2:00ï4:00pm.  

Bernard Kain , Atworth History Group 

<10/01a 
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Winter has come!  

After the unexpected glorious October 
weather, November seems to have 
presented us with cold gloomy wet 
weather: winter is finally here. 

However the cinemas have presented us 
with a good selection of films to occupy us 
on the wet days where going out may 
seem a chore. Films out now include Up 
and Fantastic Mr.Fox, Up has generated 
many positive reviews. Take tissues with 
you! Fantastic Mr.Fox however has had 
mixed reviews as it differs a fair bit from 
the book, although many who have 
watched it enjoyed it. Similarly The 
Invention Of Lying was hyped up by radio 
presenters but a personal view is that the 
film, starring Ricky Gervais, is not really 
worth the money you pay. 

The rain sadly dampens moods and 
makes us want to hide away at home, but 
there are things to do that can help pass 
the days indoors. You could start making 
presents with the impact you want but 
costing very little. For example you can 
make your own wrapping paper. You 
could also buy a terracotta pot, paint it, 
and plant a bulb such as hyacinth. Hide it 
on your bedroom window sill and it will be 
a perfect gift for grandparents or mum! 
You can make Christmas decorations, like 
baubles, from polystyrene balls, 
cardboard, and lots of mess. Paper chains 
are also a lot of fun to have a go at! 

As December arrives many of you will 
either attend or take part in entertaining 
pantomimes. Most will be around the local 
areas such as Trowbridge, Whitley, 
Melksham, Bath and Bradford-on-Avon. 

So either way I hope you thoroughly enjoy 
the coming weeks and manage to 
entertain yourselves no matter what  the 
weather brings! 

Thanks for reading as always, Jazz. 

Jasmine Cainey , young persons 

correspondent   jasminekmcainey@hotmail.co.uk 

Bradford on Avon Library  

December Events  

Tuesday 1st December  

5:00-5:30pm Local author Tim Lerwill 
reads The Snow Sheep and signs copies 
of his book 

5:30-6:30pm Come and make Christmas 
decorations 

Children of all ages welcome 

Thursday 3rd December 2:00-3:30pm  

Surgery on Disability Issues at Bradford 
on Avon Library. 

Come along and discuss issues 
surrounding access for disabled people 
in the Bradford on Avon Community 
Area. Carers Support West Wilts will also 
be there to give help and advice. 

Friday 4th December 6:00-8:00pm 

Town Councillor Surgery at Bradford on 
Avon Library. 

Come and chat with your local 
councillors. No need to book an 
appointment. 

For more information on any of 
these events, please contact Bradford on 
Avon Library on 01225 863280. 

Kathryn Preston , Community Librarian, 
Bradford on Avon Library 

Used Stamps - Christmas & New Year  

If readers would like to like to help two 
London hospitals,  used stamps are 
gladly accepted.  Volunteers spend hours 
carefully extricating the stamps from the 
envelopes. 

Bag up either your envelopes, or 
carefully cut the stamps leaving quarter 
of an inch around the edges (please!) so 
that the volunteers can hold the paper 
and not damage the stamps. Then leave 
in box on porch at Oxney End, 2 Hayes 
Close or phone Mavis or 702495 and I 
will collect! 
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Enigma Files  

It was recently reported in the national 
press that the government was 
considering some form of recognition of 
the war effort of those civilians and 
service personnel who had worked at 
Bletchley Park and its outposts during 
World War II. 

Earlier this month Maurice Cottell of 5 
Chapel Rise received through the post a 
badge and a personal letter from the Rt. 
Hon. Gordon Brown, Prime Minister, 
which read as follows: ñThe Government 
wishes to express to you itôs deepest 
gratitude for the vital service you performed 
during World War IIò, documentation 
coming via GCHQ, Cheltenham. 

ñI must say that I was quite touchedò, 
said Maurice, ñbut it was a long time 
ago.ñ 

ñAt the age of 18 years, like most young 
men, I was called up. I chose to join the 
Royal Navy. On completing training as an 
ordinary telegraphist, first at the London 
School of Wireless, and then at HMS 
Scotia in Scotland, I was sent to 
Plymouth, my depot for posting.ò 

ñIt was then that I decided to apply for 
further training in a section known as ñYò 
Branch. This entailed completely new 
procedures which meant receiving 
messages from foreign stations, with 
emphasis on Japanese, with itôs 72 
letters in the alphabet. On finishing the 
course I became a Tel(s)* with the 
inevitable posting to the Far East. This 
area of operations, Far East Asia 
Command, was under the command of 
Lord Luis Mountbatten, with its HQ in 
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka).ò 

ñWe worked closely with Americans 
based in the Pacific, with their HQ in 
Guam. It will be appreciated that at that 
time there was no such thing as contact 
in plain language; all communications 

were by wireless and in Morse code. The 
last link in the chain was Whitehall, who 
were always very well informed.ò 

ñThe Japanese war ended in August 
1945, when we went back into peacetime 
routine, ratings having to wear white 
uniform at all times, and not khaki as 
when rules were relaxed. It was June 
1946 before I returned home, with 
demobilisation coming some three 
months later.ò 

[We are grateful to Maurice Cottell for 
filling in the details of his story.  

Editor] 

Atworth History Group  

and the White Hart  

Community spirit at the White Hart, 
Atworth generated a welcome windfall for 
the local history group when Kirsty 
Sythes & Nathan Cortilla, licensees of the 
White Hart, presented the proceeds of 
their November Quiz event to Atworth 
History Group. 

The History Group was represented for 
the presentation by Chairman David 
Webb, and just retired Treasurer, David 
Evans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[David Webb and David Evans receive 
the donation from Nathan Cortilla &  
Kirsty Sythes, licensees of the White 

Hart. Photograph by Richard Bill] 


