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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
  7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Keep Fit  £4.00 (Julie Reid 01225 766844) in the village hall 
Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 
Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

JANUARY  2009  

Monday 5th 7:30pm Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 Atworth Village Yesteryearô with David Webb 

Tuesday 13th 9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library  (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Wednesday 14th 7:30pm Shaw & Whitley Garden Club  at the Lowden Garden Centre 

Saturday 17th  
  10:00am-noon 

Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  
 Coffee Morning  at 214 Corsham Road, Whitley 

Monday 19th  7:30pm Atworth WI  in the village hall 
 Weird and Wonderfield with Chris Smith (Pennard Plants) 

Wednesday 21st 7:00pm Atworth Parish Council  in the village hall 
 Parish Council Meeting 

Sunday 25th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open in the Poplar Farm barn
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

Tuesday 27th 9:30-10:00am 
  2:00-2:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library (date unconfirmed) Mead Park 

Homes Mobile Library  (date unconfirmed) Shell Court 

Thursday 29th Cinema Night  ñThe Duchessò at Neston Park Farm Shop 

FEBRUARY  2009  

Monday 2nd 7:30pm Atworth History Group   village hall 
 óThe History of Coalmining in the Radstock Areaô D Chedgy 

Thursday 12th 6:00pm Churchfields, The Village School  
 Disco at the School 

Monday 16th 7:30pm Atworth WI  village hall  
 ñTyntesfieldò with Karen Johnstone of The National Trust 

Submit your items for the February 2009 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ.  

Next copy date: 12th January 2009  

 

Atworth Village on the web: www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
January  2009 Volume 32 Number 5 

Another example of Atworthôs many weathervanes. Most are on the village website. 

With acknowledgement to David Webb for the photograph 
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January 2009 Editorial  

Increasing our Print Run 

You may recall that a few issues ago we 
raised the point that some 16 or so homes in 
the parish were not in receipt of a copy of the 
magazine.  

We have made some progress towards 
ensuring that we can print the additional 16  
copies required (actually 20 will have to be 
printed)  to cover the shortfall, starting as 
soon as we can in the new year.  

There will be an ongoing cost as a result of 
the increased print run. As we cannot easily 
reduce the number printed once it has been 
increased we shall have to raise our 
advertising charges again at the end of 2009. 

Young Persons column 

You will see from page 19 that we are looking 
for a young person to write a regular column 
in the magazine. Although we know from 
reports that there is an extensive level of 
readership of the magazine, we are aware 
that there is a gap in that readership so far as 
young people are concerned. To close that 
gap we will give a column to a person 
between 13 and 18 years of age, to write 
about things that are of topical interest to the 
young people of the village. Email the editor at 
the usual address if you are interested. In 
taking on this rôle. 

 

Finally may I wish our readers, our team and 
all of our deliverers a very successful, and 
notwithstanding the current financial climate, a 
prosperous 2009. 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2008  

Size         Issues: single 6 12  
Whole page £18.50 £18.25  £18.00 
Half page £9.50 £9.25 £9.00 
Quarter page £5.50 £5.25 £5.00 
Eighth page £4.00 £3.75 £3.50 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (advertising and all content): please 
email, post, or hand deliver all copy with 
your postal address & fixed line telephone  
number to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 12th of month preceding the 
cover dateðcopy received later will miss the 
publication! Advice on designing your 
advertisement is on the magazine pages of 
the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@waitrose.com 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 

Caravan to Let  

Portland ðWeymouth  

4-6 berth 2 bed caravan on a quiet 5-
star site 

¶ no club house or childrenôs play area 

¶ pets welcome 

Please call 07817 116662 for details  

<09/05 
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A Fiendish Sudoku 

Puzzle for the Expert  

Here is a Sudoku problem 
for those who enjoy a 
challenge! 

 

We will place the solutions 
to these two Sudoku 
problems on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth 
Village website at the end 
of January 2009. 

Let us know if youôd like to 
see more! 

 

 

The puzzle idea was 
submitted by Ian Settle. 

A Sudoku Puzzle for the 

Beginner  

The aim of Sudoku is to 
complete the entire grid 
using the numbers 1-9. 
Each number can only be 
used once in each row, 
once in each column, and 
once in each of the 3x3 
boxes. 

 

Puzzles are by courtesy of  
www.sudokuoftheday.com
. 
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Atworth History Group  

In Dulwich Picture gallery there is a 
portrait by Gainsborough of two beautiful 
ladies,  Mrs. Sheridan and Mrs Tickell, the 
Linley sisters. Our speaker was fascinated 
by it many years ago and his talk was 
about them and their family. They were 
the daughters of Thomas Linley who had 
eight children who followed their father's 
musical talents. Thomas, the father, (born 
1732) was a composer, teacher, and 
promoter and his children were promoted 
as child stars.  Bath was the ideal place to 
promote music so he moved there with his 
wife (8 years older and known only for 
being extremely mean). Elizabeth the 
oldest girl became renowned for her 
lovely voice and there is a story that a 
bullfinch actually sang with her. 

We were shown pictures of the family and 
some songs and orchestral music 
composed by the Linleys were played to 
illustrate what their talents were. 

One son, also Thomas,  was a better 
composer than his father, composing 
many duets for his sisters. He also played 
the oboe and sang. He was born the 
same year as Mozart and there is a letter 
from Mozart which says that Linley may 
be a better composer than him. Sadly he 
died aged 22 in a boating accident. 

Another son William was a composer but 
went to India, made money, and 
supported the family. He made time to 
write a novel, Forbidden Apartments. 
Ozias, a less talented son, taught at 
Dulwich College and through his records 
kept by the college the family history is 
recorded, and presumably he left the 
famous portrait now hanging there.  He 
was very absent-minded but also 
managed to be a canon of Norwich 
Cathedral.  Jane, a younger sister was not 
musical, was left behind aged 4 when the 
family moved to London, and after being 
unhappy in love died young. Maria did 
sing publicly after Elizabeth married and is 

recorded as performing I know that my 
redeemer liveth but she died at 20. Sam 
was a child star, but joined the navy and 
died aged 18. A servant of his gave 
notice. Her name was Emma Hart, who 
subsequently married Sir William Hamilton 
and became Nelson's mistress.  Mary, the 
partner of Elizabeth in the picture and in 
performance, was witty and a good 
correspondent to her sister-in-law, 
Sheridan's sister. She married Tickell who 
was a hopeless drunk but nevertheless 
stopped her singing as it was not proper 
for married ladies to perform in public. 
She died aged 29. 

Elizabeth was the real star and like 
todayôs celebrities she was the subject of 
gossip and rumour in the press. The Bath 
Chronicle records some stories. She 
certainly flirted with married men. 'The 
Maid of Bath' was a play written about 
her. At the age of 16 she was sent with 
the Sheridan (aged 19) to France and 
maybe they married there although 
because of her age it was invalid. Soon 
after she did get married to him and he 
again stopped her singing in public.  
However he made money by 'selling' 
invitations to private functions. They were 
very much in the social whirl which 
included the Prince Regent. Sheridan 
wrote his plays and became an MP. There 
is no proof but some say that Elizabeth 
may have written the plays because the 
manuscript is in her writing. As was 
commonplace they both had affairs and 
when she died at 38 it was said she was 
exhausted. Quite a family! 

A question elicited that Viscount Linley is 
related, if indirectly and then a vote of 
thanks for the entertaining talk was given 
by Betty Harvey who was presented to her 
future in-laws in a room where there was 
a large portrait of Elizabeth Sheridan. She 
asked about it and was told there was a 
family connection. An amazing 
coincidence. 

Diana Smith , Atworth History Group 
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Walking in Wiltshire  
More than 80 Free Wiltshire Walks  

 to Download & Print  

Walking is good for you.  

Itôs good for your heart, lungs, muscle 
and for bone growth of your children and 
itôs good for your feeling of wellbeing! 
Strong scientific evidence supports the 
many benefits to health of regular 
walking. 

Studies show that walking can: 

¶ Reduce risk of coronary heart disease 
& stroke 

¶ Lower blood pressure 

¶ Reduce high cholesterol 

¶ Reduce body fat 

¶ Enhance mental well being 

Walking is a great way to help kids get 
the active habit. Treat a walk as an 
exploration or adventure and to go at the 
childôs pace, no matter how often they 
want to stop and look at things; take 
treats to eat and plenty to drink and head 
for some landmark that will appeal to 
them such as a castle, a playground, an 
ice cream van or a boating pond. If 
children experience walking as part of a 
fun activity they are more likely to want to 
go again. 

So, how do you find out what is on offer?  

John Harris, a keen walker, got fed up 
with the lack of information on walks in 
the county. So, he decided that if he 
couldnôt find what he was looking for ï he 
had better create it!  

So http://www.walkinginwiltshire.org.uk 
came into being, giving all the information 
you need for the best walking in the 
county. 

The site includes  more than 80 walks to 
download & print, all free-of-charge. 

John Harris  
                                  Walking in Wiltshire 

Atworth Parish Council  
Planning Sub -committee Meeting 

Wednesday 17th December at 7:00pm 

in the Village Hall  
 

The following Planning Applications will 
be discussed: 

Reference Application details 

AT08/03237 ........................ 116 Bradford Rd 

    .. conversion of garage to separate dwelling 

AT08/03153 .. Gable Cottage, Little Chalfield 

    .............................. Alter existing extension 

None ............. Creation of Pedestrian crossing 

    ......................................... A365 Bath Road 
 

Members of the public are welcome to 
attend. 
 

Dated: 12th December 2008                                   

Signed: C. Boyle, Parish Clerk 
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ATWORTH 
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 

 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864) 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A warm welcome to our services to all 

Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea. 
Womenôs Fellowship 
 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only. 

Please contact Rod & Chris Price for any 
further details of services, on 708643. 

Rodney Price , Secretary 

Certainty in an Uncertain World  

As we begin this New Year, we may approach 
it with a variety of thoughts and feelings ï for 
some perhaps, with excitement, hoping for 
fulfilment of our hopes and dreams; for others 
it may be with fear and dread, worrying about 
what the year may bring. Whatever our 
thoughts at the beginning, the year is likely to 
be a mixture of joy and sadness, as most 
years seem to be for most of us. 

Of course none of us know what tomorrow 
may bring, let alone the year ahead, but there 
is One who does know, one in whom we can 
confidently put our faith and trust, and that is 
The Lord our God, Jesus Christ. 

Whatever the year may bring, we can, if we 
will look to Him, find peace and rest for our 
hearts and minds, and in Him too, in an 
uncertain world, we can find security and One 
who is ñthe same yesterday, today & foreverò. 

Pastor John and Vivien are at Atworth 
Independent Church on the second Tuesday 
of each month, starting on the 10th February 
from 9:30am to 12:30pm. If you need to 
speak on spiritual matters at other times then 
please call them on 01249 758864. 

Pastor John Schofield   

                      Atworth Independent Church  

Atworth History Group  

End of Year Quiz Results.  

The photograph of the late Professor 
Dowdeswell, founder of Atworth Museum, 
smiled down in approval as Fabian Langley-
Chappell and Bertie Wilson received the 
History Groupôs annual award for top marks 
this year in the childrenôs museum quiz.  
Professor Dowdeswell loved to encourage 
children to take an interest in history and 
frequently invited them to see the various 
exhibits. Like every other child who entered 
the quiz, Fabian and Bertie each received four 
coins depicting four different monarchs, on 
the day that they entered the competition, but 
the overall winnersô prize which they received 
this November consisted of coins of the edible 
variety ï hence the gleeful expressions!   

Fabian and Bertie receive their prizes as winners in 
the monthly Atworth Museum competition 

Congratulations Fabian and Bertie.  Letôs see 
if you can encourage your friends to óhave a 
goô next year!   

The museum is closed now until Sunday 27th 
January. We hope that many more children 
will try our quiz during 2009. There are still 
lots of prizes to be won and the competition is 
entirely free. Remember to come in suitable 
shoes if there has been recent rain. Although 
the farm track can be muddy at times, your 
curators will still have opened the museum on 
the last Sunday of each month, from 2:00pmï
4:00pm and will be waiting for you. 

Kath Harley , Atworth History Group  


