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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
  7:00-9:00pm       
  7:30-9:30pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Keep Fit  £4.00 (Julie Reid 01225 766844) in the village hall 
Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 
Play Badminton  £4.00/session Sports Hall George Ward School 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 
  10:00am - noon 

The Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  
  room 1, Pound Arts Centre Corsham 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

MAY 2009  

Tuesday 5th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Friday 8th Churchfields The Village School  coffee morning 

Saturday 9th 
  10:00am-noon 

Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  
 Plant Sale at  Shaw School 

Sunday 10th-16th Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  
 Christian Aid Week 

Monday 11th 7:30pm Atworth History Group   in the village hall 
 ñWrenôs LegacyðSt. Paulôs Cathedralò with Terry Lee 

Saturday 16th Stonar School  Open morning 

Monday 18th  7:30pm Atworth WI   in the village hall 
 WI Adviser, Jenny Coates. Resolutions meeting / Sales Table 

Tuesday 19th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Saturday 23rd 
  12:30-4:30pm 

Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  
 The May Fair 2009 Shaw playing field 

Tuesday 26th 1:45-2:30pm Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court  

Sunday 31st 2:00-4:00pm 
 
  2:00-6:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open                 in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 
Abbeyfield House Bradford on Avon  tickets BoA  tourist office 

 Tranquil mobility-friendly garden open day 

JUNE  2009  

Monday 1st 10:00am Atworth WI  Visit to Tyntesfield 

Saturday 13th 7:30pm 
  tickets £10/£8 conc  

Opera Sulis  at The Causeway, Chippenham 
 Summer Serenade + Gala Concert T:01249 657727/446893 

Submit your items for the June 2009 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ.  

Next copy date: 12th May 2009  

 

Atworth Village on the web: 

www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
May 2009 Volume 32 Number 9 

A view of the Atworth pub, the White Hart, kindly presented by Mr Bob Hill 
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reported the problem. 

Securing the Village Green The Clerk 
has obtained an illustrative quote for 
kerbing and recovery of the verge. He 
was directed to obtain further quotes and 
seek a possible grant towards the work. 

Closure of BT phone box. The Clerk 
reported that a response to the District 
Council objection to closure was still 
awaited. 

Jane Brown Charity The Charity 
Commission has now advised how this 
Charity may be closed. Madame 
Chairman, one of the Trustees would 
raise with other Trustees and seek their 
agreement to its closure. 

Request for Bus Shelter The Parish 
Council Planning Sub-Committee has not 
yet had opportunity to consider the 
locations and report to the Parish Council 
but will do so shortly.  The Clerk has 
arranged with the Parish Steward to look 
at the drainage on the main road at the 
bus shelter near the Bear Garage. A 
temporary fix has been made. Full 
correction will have to await funding 
allocation. 

Atworth Youth Club The Clerk reported 
that the lease on the Youth Club was not 
due until 2012. He would return to the 
matter in 2011. 

Churchfields Community Governor It was 
agreed that this item could be removed 
from the Agenda. 

Substitutes for Council Representatives 
Richard Schoppler agreed to replace 
Jonathon Higgs as council representative 
to the village hall. 

Parish Improvement Grant The Parish 
Council noted with approval the 
successful bid for a grant as contribution 
to improvement of the footpaths around 
Great Chalfield. It was agreed that 
Richard Bill should be thanked for his 

(continued from page 25) contribution to the bid. 

Correspondence  

Best Kept Village It was agreed that we 
should take part in the 2009 competition. 

Parish Councils power to promote 
wellbeing: The Parish Council noted the 
requirements. 

Reports  

Maureen Weston reported on her 
attendance at the Wiltshire Involvement 
Network set up to support employment in 
the County. 

Planning Applications  

AT08/02202 ...  
  Neston Farm Shop, marquee ... Refused 

AT08/03439 ...  
  35 Godwins Close, extn ........ Withdrawn 

AT08/03462 ...  
  The Hayes, erect gate posts .. Approved 

AT08/03469 ... Churchfields 
    covered play area ................. Approved 

AT09/00152 ... Neston Farm Shop 
   replace marquee ............ Await decision 

AT09/00285 ... 49 Bath Road 
   holiday flat  .  .......................... Approved 

AT09/00516 ...  
  Gable Cottage, Little Chalfield 
   create paddock ......................... Support            

Authorisation of Cheques  

English Landscapes (grass cutting)         
   .................................................. £191.82 

Atworth WI (caretaking) ............... £316.20 

Approved proposed: Bob Hole, seconded 
Robert Floyd 

Dates of Next Meetings  

Wednesdays, 20th May (AGM) & 8th July 
at 7:00pm in Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 9:55pm. 

Charles Boyle,  
                   Clerk, Atworth Parish Council 
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May 2009 Editorial  

It is always a pleasure to get good colour 
images for our front covers, and this month 
we have to thank Mr Bob Hill of Mead Park 
for sending us his water colour of the White 
Hart pub.  

Inevitably a colour cover adds significantly 
to our costs and I am grateful to Peter 
Oatley of Avon Printing Services for his co-
operation in helping to keep those costs 
down. Stonar School and VIP Fitness 
Studios also deserve our thanks for taking 
colour advertising space, and helping to 
subsidise the colour covers in that way.  

Distribution Person  

I regret to say that we are still seeking a 
replacement for Julia Kirwan, our  
distribution person . A few more details of 
this rôle can be found on page 17. 

If you think that you could spare a few 
hours during the third or last week of each 
month to do this important job for us, do 
please get in touch: helping with the 
magazine is a rewarding activity and your 
magazine needs YOU! 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2008  

Size         Issues: single 6 12 
Whole page £18.50 £18.25  £18.00 
Half page £9.50 £9.25 £9.00 
Quarter page £5.50 £5.25 £5.00 
Eighth page £4.00 £3.75 £3.50 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (all advertising & content): 
Please email, post, or hand deliver all copy 
with your postal address & fixed line 
telephone  number (no mobiles) to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 
12th of month preceding the cover dateð
copy received later will miss the publication! 
Advice on advertising is on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. Send (payments only) to: 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Julia Kirwan. 
Telephone: 01225 703880 
Email: juliakirwan@talktalk.net 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 

Caravan to Let  

Portland ðWeymouth  

4-6 berth 2 bed caravan on a quiet 5-
star site 

¶ no club house or childrenôs play area 

¶ pets welcome 

Please call 07817 116662 for details  

<09/05 

 

Garden Table 
Unused boxed garden table,  

4ft nominal octagonal teak table, 

with four metal pattern inserts, 

£50.00 

Telephone 01225 706596 

09/05 
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 Minutes of Atworth Parish Council 
Meeting held on                                       

Wednesday 18th March 2009  

Apologies  

None 

Attending  

Effie Gale-Sides, Bill Cooke, Alan 
Bagnell, Robert Floyd, Jonathon Higgs, 
Bob Hole, John Lambert, Richard 
Schoppler & Maureen Weston. 

Minutes  

The Minutes of the previous Meeting 
were approved; proposed Bob Hole, 
seconded Alan Bagnell, carried. 

Matters Arising  

Unitary Authority for Wiltshire Richard 
Munro, WCC Project Manager, briefed 
the Council on the changes and 
opportunities resulting from the creation 
of Wiltshire Council. As to delegating 
services to parish councils the criteria are 
value for money, capacity and capability 
of the PC to take on. Alternatively there 
could be opportunity for greater operation 
and direction rather than management. 
The Area Boards would have the ability 
to manage services across parish 
boundaries where it meets the criteria. In 
bidding for funding to an area board the 
rôle of a parish plan was noted. Madame 
Chairman thanked Mr Munroe for 
attending and for his informative input.  

Tree Damage The Council welcomed Mr 
Player to the meeting and thanked him 
for volunteering to become Tree Warden 
for Atworth. It was agreed, proposed Bob 
Hole, seconded Alan Bagnell, that Mr 
Player should be paid his travel 
expenses when on tree warden business. 

Community Policing The Clerk reported 
the detail provided by PCSO Ledbury on 
speeding through the village. In the light 
of this information the Council remained 
of the opinion that a speed gun should 

 not be purchased. 

Parish Plan The Parish Council noted 
that the Sample Questionnaire had been 
issued to about 50 households and was 
due to be reviewed in early April. The 
final version remained on target to be 
issued to all households and businesses 
towards the end of |May.       

School Travel Plan The Parish Council 
noted that the Clerk had written to 
Churchfields as instructed. It is now a 
matter for the County to allocate the 
money for the pedestrian crossing and 
pavement improvements. 

Erection of Flag Pole Mr Higgs has the 
matter in hand. 

Accounts 2008/09 & 2009 Precept  The 
Council noted the draft end of year 
balance sheet.  

Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant A site 
meeting with Sovereign Housing, a 
representative of the District Council, 
Madame Chairman and the Clerk finally 
took place on 27th January. A way ahead 
on improving the site was agreed but 
would be subject to Wiltshire Councilôs 
funding decisions. 

Lane to Stonar The Parish Council noted 
the letter of thanks from St Michaels. The 
Clerk has reported the potholes 
remaining.  

Village Bier, refurbishment The Clerk has 
asked Trowbridge Museum, which also 
holds a bier, for assistance. He awaits a 
reply. The issue of charging for use of the 
Bier was discussed. It was decided not to 
charge until the Bier was fully 
serviceable.  

Dog Bin & Dog Warden The Clerk 
reported that he still awaited information 
as to whether bins might become 
available ex-Warminster. 

Bradford Road subsidence The Clerk has 

(continued on page 26) 
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Atworth History Group  

The April meeting enjoyed a most 
interesting talk by Elisabeth Devon: 
óStrata Smith puts Bath on the Mapô.   

William Smith was born in 1769 in the 
Oxfordshire hamlet, Churchill, the eldest 
son of a blacksmith, but his father died 
when he was six years old. This resulted 
in William being brought up by his uncle, 
a local farmer. He was fascinated by 
finds of fossilised animal remains such as 
brachiopods and sea urchins, the latter 
then used as ópound stonesô for weighing 
butter, by local dairywomen. Influenced 
by the development of scientific thinking 
he began to question why the remains of 
fossilised animals appear in the soil, why 
flints are found in chalk but not limestone, 
and why is chalk white? 

Despite only receiving a basic education, 
William, at the age of eighteen secured a 
post as an Assistant Surveyor and in 
1791 was engaged to survey a colliery at 
Camerton in Somerset. Smith observed 
that there was a succession of layers of 
different rocks ï strata ï that occurred in 
a particular sequence and that by 
identifying specific fossils in the strata, 
the location of coal deposits could be 
predicted. Another of his discoveries was 
óThe Unconformityô, which occurs when 
old rocks are tilted vertically and the 
normal straight line of the strata is 
interrupted. Williamôs knowledge of 
geology contributed to the development 
of mining and other activities and in 1793 
he was engaged by John Rennie to 
survey and complete the levelling of the 
Somerset Coal Canal, which joined the 
Kennet & Avon Canal at Limpley Stoke. 

Whilst working on this project he wrote 
his óPrinciple of Faunal Successionô in 
1794, which set out the sequence of 
animal remains in a geological section.  
After completing his canal work he 
undertook a 900 mile tour of England & 

Wales and saw that the stratification of 
rocks occurred in other locations and 
subsequently developed an elementary 
geological map. His growing success 
enabled him in 1798 to buy, with a 
sizeable mortgage, Tucking Mill near 
Midford. In the next year he drew up his 
óTable of Strataô designed to make 
mineral prospecting more scientific and 
published his first geological map óFive 
Miles round the City of Bathô. 

His next period of work saw óStrataô 
Smith take a succession of engineering 
jobs and as part of this he travelled 
thousands of miles, publishing in 1801 
the first geological map of England and 
Wales. Without the protection of 
copyright law this map was much 
plagiarised, yet in the next year he 
founded a land-surveying partnership in 
Trim Street, Bath where he laid out his 
fossil collection for public view and also 
began embarking on his next major 
project, the óGreat Mapô. 

óStrataô Smithôs reputation was such that 
he expanded his business to London in 
1803 since geology was becoming an 
exciting and fashionable science, but 
because of his lack of formal education 
William was not invited to join the newly 
formed Geological Society. Nonetheless, 
further expansion of his business 
interests in 1807 saw Smith buy an old 
quarry at Combe Down, but this turned 
out to be mistaken due to the debt crisis 
following the Napoleonic Wars and the 
poor quality of stone at this particular 
quarry. Now, with increasing mortgage 
debts Smith was forced to sell his fossil 
collection to the British Museum for £500.  
Undeterred, Smith pursued his project to 
produce a large scale map of the geology 
of Britain, and the óGreat Mapô was 
published in 1815 to 400 private 
subscribers. At 8ô 9ò high (2.65m), it 
provided a very accurate map of Britainôs 

[continued on page 7]  
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Atworth Parishioner Appointed High Sheriff of Wiltshire  

Mr Robert Floyd of 
Great Chalfield Manor 
has been appointed 
successor to Madelene 
Wilks (also pictured) as 
High Sheriff of Wiltshire. 

Rober t,  who was 
educated at Eton, 
Oxford University and at 
W har ton  Bus iness 
School in Philadelphia, 
USA, will perform a 
number of ceremonial 
duties during his year of 
office, presenting court 
awards and being in 
attendance when the 
royal family visits the 
county.  

He is currently Deputy 
Lieutenant of Wiltshire, 
and his father, Charles 
Floyd, was High Sheriff 
in 1962.  

The High Sheriff r¹le dates from Norman times, and the holder is the Queenôs 
representative in the county for matters relating to law and order and the judiciary. 

Robert Floyd accepts the office from the previous holder 

Madelene Wilks [picture: D Webb] 

Neighbourhood Police Tasking Group  

One of the items most frequently 
discussed in the NPTG meetings in the 
past several months, is the reduction of 
traffic hazard in the villages of Atworth, 
Broughton Gifford, Shaw & Whitley.  

A scheme has been suggested to the 
group involving the shared purchase and 
use of a Speed Indication Device (SID). 
These cost typically £2,600 and this cost 
could be borne between three parishes. It 
should be noted that these devices are 
not ñspeed gunsò as mentioned in the 
parish council minutes (page 25) as they 
do not photograph a car, they merely put 
up the speed and may record speed 
statistics of traffic. Many villages have 
similar devices permanently fixed, and 

drivers know that they are an efficient 
non-punitive reminder to control speed.  

Although traffic statistics indicate that 
most vehicles are driven near to or within 
the speed limit, it is unfortunately those 
who drive above it that need this 
reminder, so simply referring to the 
average speed is irrelevant to most of us. 

The police representative on the NPTG is  
recorded as being supportive, as are 
other NPTG members. Of course, it may 
be that residents in the villages do not 
support this scheme, but in any case, I  
would  like to know the level of support in 
Atworth, so as to help me to decide 
whether to pursue the suggestion further.  

Kenneth Spencer,  
   Neighbourhood Policing Tasking Group 


