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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
  7:00-9:00pm       
 1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Keep Fit  £4.00 (Julie Reid 01225 766844) in the village hall 
Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 10:00am-noon 
Each Thursday 7:30-9:30pm 

Corsham Knitting & Crochet  room 1, Arts Centre Corsham 

Atworth Youth Club - Over 13s  at the Youth Centre 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

JANUARY  2010  

Monday 4th 7:30pm Atworth History Group  in the village hall 
 The Role of the Royal Mail Coach Guard Mr M Horder 

Tuesday 5th 1:45-2:15pm Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court  

Thursday 7th 7:00pm Neighbourhood Police Tasking Group  Town Hall, Melksham 
 (to be confirmed) 

Tuesday 12th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Saturday 16th 10:00am-noon Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  
 Coffee morning at 4 Bath Road, Shaw 

Monday 18th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
 Belly Dancing Experience Mrs Wafaa Powell 

Wednesday 20th  Atworth Parish Council meeting  in the village hall 

Tuesday 26th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 31st 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open                 in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

FEBUARY  2010  

Monday 1st 7:30pm Atworth History Group  Victorian Inventions in the village hall 

Tuesday 2nd 9:30-10:00am Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court  

Tuesday 9th 1:45-2:15pm Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Friday 12th 7:00pm Holt Helps the Heroes  in  Holt village hall 
 Supper Show with the Cleverly Brothers tickets £20.00 

Monday 15th 7:30pm Atworth WI   The Bobby Van Trust     in the village hall 

Tuesday 23rd 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 28th 2:00-4:00pm Atworth Museum  Open                 in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

Submit your items for the February 2010 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ.  

Next copy date: 12th January 2010  

 

Atworth village on the web (Diary/Associations/Businesses): 

www.atworth.org.uk 

 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
January 2010 Volume 33 Number 5 

Year  

Happy        New 
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Churches  

Atworth Independent Church 
Rodney & Christine Price 708643 

St Michael & All Angels 
Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley 
Rev Jill Perrett 703498 

Clubs/Societies  

Atworth Autumn Show 
Maggie McDonald 704033 

Atworth Brownies & Guides 
Brownies: Miss Sawyer 702644 
Guides: Mrs Edwards 833031 

Atworth History Group & Museum  
Mrs Eileen Stoydin 707994 

Atworth Youth Club 
Mrs Mavis King 702495 

Atworth Womenôs Institute 
Mrs Lesley Adam 704096 

Short Mat Bowls: Mr Bray 705901 

Communal Resources  

Atworth village hall & Recreation Ground 
Bookings: Mrs Lisa Bullock 791192 

Atworth Village magazine 
Editor: magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Atworth Village website 
http://www.atworth.org.uk 

Mobile Libraries (Wiltshire Council) 
Chippenham Mobile 0300 456 0100 
Homes Mobile 0300 456 0100 

Police (CSO) 
0845 4087000 ext 72881 

Councils  

Atworth Parish Council 
Charles Boyle, Clerk 703603 

Wiltshire Council (including waste/
recycling) 
0300 456 0100 

Dental Practices  

Day, Fingleton & Thomson: 704854 

é Dental Practices continued 

Market Place Dental Practice (Melksham) 
703232 

Regency Dental Practice (Melksham) 
791710 

Family Medical Practices  

Box Surgery 742361 

Giffordôs Surgery (Melksham) 
0844 4772565 

Spa Medical Centre (Melksham) 
703236 

St Damions Surgery (Melksham) 
791212 

Hairdressers  

Hilaryôs Salon 709510 
Jennyôs Mobile 705169 

Nurseries/Pre -Schools  

Churchfield Crawlers: 707133 

Page One Nursery: 791506 

Schools  

Churchfields, the Village School 
703026 

Stonar School (Girls, Independent) 
701741 

Commercial Facilities  

Bear Garage & Shop: 704880/702187 

Local Computer Support 
KA Spencer 0843 289 9728    

Post Office (Bear Garage Shop) 
704880/702187 

White Hart Public House: 708874 
 

[Information from Atworth Parish Councilôs 
Information for New Residents, and from 
advertising details in the Atworth Village 

magazine and website.  
If information about your organisation is 

incorrect, please email 
magazine@atworth.org.uk  

Editor ] 

Directory of Village Information  
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January 2010 Editorial  

In theory, you should be reading this 
before the end of 2009 as we always do 
our very best to get the magazine out well 
before the end of the month - even when 
Christmas holidays and winter breaks 
disturb our working pattern! So it shouldnôt 
be too late to wish everyone in Atworth, 
and our readers from outside - a very 
happy and successful 2010! 

I would also like to thank Atworth WI and 
Jean Percy for their kind donations to the 
magazine funds. 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2009  

Size        Issues: 1-5 (each) 6-11 12+ 
Whole page £20.00 £19.50  £19.00 
Half page £11.00 £10.50 £10.00 
Quarter page £7.00 £6.50 £6.00 
Eighth page £5.00 £4.50 £4.00 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (all advertising & content): 
Please email, post, or hand deliver all copy 
with your postal address & fixed line 
telephone  number (no mobiles) to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 
12th of month preceding the cover dateð
copy received later will miss the publication! 
Advice on advertising is on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. Send (payments only) to: 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Don Coote. 
Telephone: 01225 705512 
Email: distribution@atworth.org.uk 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 

<10/02a 

<10/05 



Atworth Village MagazineðJanuary 2010 Page 4 

Visit the  Atworth village web site at  www.atworth.org.ukðtell us what you think! 

<10/05 

<10/07 

Atworth Village MagazineðJanuary 2010 Page 25 

Send your news, articles and notices to magazine@atworth.org.uk 

10/01 



Atworth Village MagazineðJanuary 2010 Page 24 

Visit the  Atworth village web site at  www.atworth.org.ukðtell us what you think! 

<10/08a 

Atworth Village MagazineðJanuary 2010 Page 5 

Send your news, articles and notices to magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Melksham Choral Society  

Stop press! The Society will be back 
rehearsing at 7:30pm on Thursday 7th 
January, in the Rachel Fowler Centre ï 
new members are always welcome! 

Claire Horton , Melksham Choral Society 

Environmentally Speaking  

Even if some householders do not have 
time for gardening, and have to resort to 
gravel, to plant a tree is an amazing 
donation to help the planet.  

An apple tree will bear the prettiest of 
blossom. It will be a óhotelô for insects, 
attract butterflies, be a constant source of 
food and shelter for birds.  

In the Autumn, migrant blackbirds, field 
fares, red-starts (to name a few) look for 
apples to regain weight and wellbeing after 
a long journey from northern Europe.  

And for we humans, to look at  an apple 
tree is relaxing, cholesterol-lowering, and 
gives a wonderful feeling of satisfaction. 

Our Environmental Correspondent  

 

 

 

ATWORTH  
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864) 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A Warm Welcome to our Services to All 

Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea 
 

Womenôs Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
 

Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only 

Annual Poppy appeal  

The total raised in the village this 
year was £908.12. 

Many thanks to all who contributed and 
to the collectors who braved the 
elements.   

We have already had one much 
needed extra volunteer come forward for 
next year, so while it is fresh in your 
mind, please consider whether you can 
help and let us know. 

Rodney and Christine Price  
                                           01225 708643 

<10/10 

Help For Heroes  

The wonderful sum of £203.00 was raised 
on Saturday 5th December in aid of this 
charity at the sale held in St Michaelôs 
church hall, here in Atworth. It is a splendid 
result, and we are most grateful to all the 
people who supported Help For Heroes. 
With Gift Aid, the amount will be even 
larger! 

Mrs Jean Percy  
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Atworth History Group  

Another year has gone and Yes it is time 
for our Christmas Party. This year it was 
party-time with a difference as we had 
invited all those who took part in the 
boundary walk to be our guests and to 
receive a commemorative certificate.  

The weather was decidedly damp but not 
enough to dampen the spirits of those who 
attended We arrived to a beautifully 
decorated village hall and a delicious 
spread of seasonal fare ï plus wine of 
course. 

The evening began with the AGM 
conducted by Chairman David Webb He 
thanked all those who had contributed in 
any way to the running of the Group and 
welcomed our guests. He particularly 
mentioned the following: Eileen Stoydin, 
Secretary; Graham Canfield, Outings; 
David Evans, Treasurer & Speaker Finder; 
Joan Cocozza, for A History of the Clock 
Tower; Richard Bill, parish map with field 
names and all those who had helped at 
the 40th Anniversary of the Church 
Benefice. 

David Evans gave his Treasurerôs report 
concluding that the finances were in a very 
healthy state but that next year the 
subscription should rise to £6 to enable us 
to keep up the excellent quality of 
speakers. He paid thanks to the licensees 
of the White Hart who had donated the 
profits (£125) from their Quiz Evening to 
the Group.  

The election of the Committee followed 
with everyone elected unanimously. 

Entertainment followed in the form of 
Cynthia Canfield presenting a monologue 
in her own inimitable style followed by our 
Vice Chairman Jim Gooding complete with 
yokel smock and Wiltshire accent 
providing an explanation of how we came 
to be known as ómoonrakersô He followed 
this with other verses in dialect which kept 
us all chuckling. 

Certificates were presented to the 
ówalkersô and then as our chairman 
described it ówe were let loose on the foodô 

and the informal part of the evening began 
Once again everyone enjoyed friendship 
and hospitality to end our 2009 season.  

Atworth Museum re-opens in January and 
on the last Sunday of each month from 
2:00ï4:00pm.  

Margaret Evans , Atworth History Group 

[David Webb presented certificates to the 

walkers and helpers who participated in this 

yearôs Boundary Walk, arranged by Jim 

Gooding. Shown in the picture is David Webb 

and his daughter, one of the walkers, Mrs 

Hilary Hough. Photograph by Jim Marsden] 

Catastrophe!  

Village Hall Heating Failure  

On Monday 7th December Atworth 
Village Hall's heating system ceased to 
work.  

Investigation revealed that the internal 
water system within in the central heating 
boiler had rusted beyond repair. 

This means that a complete new system 
must be installed the cost for which could 
be in the region of £2,000. 

Meanwhile the premises are without 
heating. This is disastrous on all counts 
as our user groups will not want to use 
the building and will therefore not be 
paying hire fees. 

A plumber has been asked to install a 
replacement boiler as soon as possible.      

Village Hall Trustees  
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VILLAGE HALL HIRE  

 

ATWORTH VILLAGE HALL is 

an attractive historic building, 

carefully preserved for community 

use.  It is a Registered Charity.  

Facilities include a well-fitted 

kitchen, central heating and seat-

ing for up to eighty persons.  Ideal 

for childrenôs parties, christenings 

and small gatherings.  Regular 

time slots in weekdays available.  

It is not available for discos due to 

proximity to domestic dwellings.  

Booking includes use of small 

CAR PARK at the rear of the 

Hall, accessed into Post Office 

Lane. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS OF HIRE 

telephone 01225 791192 

 

ATWORTH RECREATION 

GROUND is part of the Charity 

and is managed by a committee.  

Senior Football facilities are 

booked to Atworth United FC 

HIRE OF TENNIS COURT ï 

phone 01225 791967 or call at 49a 

Post office Lane.  Rates for court 

ï Adults £3 per hour.  Children 

£1.50 per hour.  NB young people 

under 18 years living in Atworth 

may have free use of court 

UNLESS the court has been 

booked. 

<10/03 

AT09/02695 ...  ................... 17 Nursery Close 

 conservatory. ................. Approved 

AT09/02810 ...  ................. 55 Mount Pleasant 

 add detached house.Await decision 

AT09/02946 ...  ........................... 135 Bath Rd 

 ground floor extô............ Approved 

AT09/03231 ...  ............. Churchfieldôs School 

 Retention of tempô classrooms.  

The Parish Council supported this application 

AT09/03303/5  .. The Old Forge, Bradford Rd 

 single storey extô 

The Parish Council supported this application 

Authorisation of Cheques 

C Boyle ........ Parish Plan Questionnaire 

  .................................... £109.87 

Shaw & Sons Minute Book ................. £99.14 

C Boyle ........ ½year Salary (Apr-Sep 09) 

  .................................. £1861.15 

C Boyle ........ ½year Office Allowance (ditto) 

  .................................... £232.64 

C Boyle ........ ½year Office Expenses (ditto) 

  .................................... £114.15 

HM Revenue & Customs 

 (1/2 year income tax) .. £365.29 

English Landscapes 

 grass cutting ................ £214.66 

National Trust .... footpath Great Chalfield 

  .................................... £250.00 

Royal British Legion 

 Remembrance Wreath .. £16.50 

Alliance & Leicester 

 Sinking Fund ............ £6000.00         

Approved; proposed Bob Hole, seconded 

John Lambert. 

Any other business 

Drains, Bradford Rd. It was recommended 

that any residents concerned should write to 

the Parish Council. 

The meeting concluded at 21:35. 

Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesdays, 20th January & 17th March 

2010 in the village hall. 

Charles Boyle ,  
                   Clerk, Atworth Parish Council 

(continued from page 19) 
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Atworth WI  

We were not quite sure of the meaning of 
ñScrapbooking,ò but on 16th November 
when Mrs Woodfield came, armed with 
marvellous family photograph albums, we 
discovered how fairly mundane records 
can be turned into really beautiful books, 
with decorations and prose added for 
future generations. 

The mixture of photographs, pictures, and 
even pressed flowers was delightful.  The 
ages of the family members at each event 
was recorded and also the weather, how 
they had enjoyed themselves and all they 
would need to know later. 

It made such a change from endless 
discussions of ñIs that me or you?ò and 
ñWho is that old boy at the back?ò 

It was a thoroughly entertaining and 
informative evening, but left some of us 
wondering where Mrs Woodfield found the 
time, as our photographs are still in boxes! 

This month, our Christmas Event with 
entertainment by the Committee, due on 
14th December will occur too late for the 
January magazine issue owing to the 
Christmas holidays, but we hope to have it 
reported in the February issue. On 
January 18th, when sadly I will not be 
there, ñBelly Dancing Experienced.ò  Why 
not give it a go!  Visitors are always 
welcome. 

Jean Kain,  Atworth WI 

 
Please make sure that we have your 

annual programme of events for 

inclusion in the Atworth Village 

magazine and for completion on the 

Atworth Village website. 

You can simply email details to: 

magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Atworth Youth Club  

We are starting the New Year with a won-
derful grant, awarded by the Governmentôs 
Young Peopleôs Opportunity Fund, specifi-
cally to take a group of over thirteens away 
on what nowadays is termed óa residentialô.   
There is a variety of Activity Centres pro-
viding team-building fun such as raft-
building, rock-climbing (artificial) cycling, 
archery, etc. etc. in pleasant locations with 
good residential accommodation.  We shall 
be sorting out details in the early Spring. 

By members request the Circus Skills peo-
ple are returning in February. This is pro-
vided by a school teacher from Dorset who 
strongly advocates balance and challenge 
as part of young peopleôs education ï we 
like him to come because it is great fun! 

Table-tennis coaching is also planned for a 
re-start in January. Sadly we also start the 
year with a massive repair programme. 
Guttering and drainage must be replaced, 
as water started to seep into the social 
area during November. 

AYC needs someone to oversee our main-
tenance regularly, as well as help with fund
-raising. We  also need people to form a 
management committee - please phone 
Mavis on 702495.. 

Mavis, Dawn, Simon , Youth Club 

Letters to the Magazine  

I am always delighted to receive letters for 
publication in the magazine, on any 
subject, be it topical or new. However, I do 
need to have a name, address and either a 
fixed line telephone number or an email 
address.  

Letters sent anonymously do not usually 
get published, but remember that if you 
would prefer to have your name and 
address with-held I will usually do so. 

Kenneth Spencer , Editor 

Neighbourhood Watch  

Early in December a Bath Road property 
was entered by thieves breaking a window 
whilst the owners were away. We cannot 
stress too strongly that householders need 
to leave details of phone or e-mail contacts 
with a neighbour whilst they are away.  

Simple fitments can provide timed lighting 
so that a property is not in darkness over 
long periods of time.  

Thieves will enter at any time of day or 
night, but deterrents can lessen the chance 
of entry, Neighbourhood Watch can be a 
very helpful factor. 

Neighbourhood Watch Co -ordinator  
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occurred suggesting that the owner might 

speak to the complainants. 

Sewer Pipe blockage outside the Village Hall 

The Parish Council indicated they where 

content with the way the Clerk was dealing 

with this incident. 

Wiltshire Association of Local Councils 

Annual Report  

The Parish Council noted the Annual Report. 

Charges for Car Parking & Gate Access 2010 

It was agreed; proposed John Lambert, 

seconded Bob Hole, that the charges remain 

unchanged for 2010; namely £60 for parking, 

£30 for crossing Council ground and £5 for 

gate access. 

Date of Annual Parish Assembly 2010  

It was concluded that the Parish Assembly 

take place on Wednesday 21st April 2010. 

Madame Chairman suggested that we make 

more of the event by having a couple of 

presentations and, perhaps, refreshments. 

Reports 

Community First AGM  

Mavis King reported that a proposal to 

incorporate Swindon had failed. The AGMôs 

of Youth Action Wiltshire and WALC took 

place on the same evening. 

Melksham Health Forum  

Maureen Weston reported on the recent 

meeting. Melksham Hospital was busier than 

ever and the x-ray unit would remain. The 

Forum were advised that anyone needing to 

attend the Minor Injury Unit and without 

transport should dial 999. The Forum would 

be incorporated as a sub-committee of the 

Area Board with the Chairman attending. 

Planning Applications  

AT08/03237 .  ...................... 116 Bradford Rd 

 separate dwelling. ... Appeal upheld 

AT08/02047 ...  ..................35 Godwins Close 

 rear conservatory. .......... Approved 

AT09/02160 ...  ..... Old Forge, Bradford Road 

 extension. .......................... Refused 

AT09/02367 ...  ................. Neston Farm Shop 

 opening hours. ............... Approved 

(continued on page 21) 

Science Museum; they had been helpful but 

their leads had proved inconclusive. The 

Clerk had not yet raised with the Area Board 

but will do so once the Copse of Pines had 

been resolved. 

Dog Bin & Dog Warden  

It was agreed to remove this item from the 

Agenda subject to the proviso that the Clerk 

keep on top of the issue and come back to the 

Council in due course. 

Securing the Village Green  

The Clerk has received a quote from J H 

Jones & Sons. He has contacted Wiltshire 

Council about how to go about obtaining a 

grant towards the work. 

Request for Bus Shelter  

Madame Chairman reported that the Clerk 

had not had time to progress this further. The 

Clerk would now put in hand.  

Co-option of New Councillor  

Madame Chairman reported that Mr Thomas 

McMahon had volunteered for the vacant 

post. It was agreed, proposed Bill Cooke, 

seconded Maureen Weston, that Mr 

McMahon  join the Parish Council. 

Correspondence 

Wiltshire 2026, Planning Wiltshireôs Future 

The Parish Council considered the 

Consultation Document and noted the 

proposal for moderate housing development 

in the Parish. The Clerk would attend the 

meeting scheduled for Thursday 26th 

November. 

Public Access Defibrillator  

It was decided; proposed Alan Bagnell, 

seconded Bob Hole, not to pursue the 

proposal. 

Speeding and Mobile Speed Signs, letter 

from Melksham Without PC  

It was agreed to support the proposal that 

Melksham Area Board purchase another 1 or 

2. 

Noise Nuisance, letter from Broughton 

Gifford PC The Clerk was asked to write to 

the owner of the land where the incidents 

(continued from page 17) 
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The Benefice of Atworth with Shaw and Whitley  
Revd. Jill Perrett 01225 703498 

Church Services and Notices for January 2010 
 

3rd January ........ Baptism of Christ  .......... 10:00am ..... Parish Communion  ........... St. Michaelôs, Atworth 

10th January ...... Epiphany ........................ 10:00am ..... Parish Communion  .............. Christ Church, Shaw 
 ..........................  ........................................ 7:00pm ...... Procession from White Hart, Atworth 
 ..........................  ........................................ 7:30pm ...... Carols by Candlelight ......... St Michaelôs, Atworth 

17th January ...... Plough Sunday  ............... 10:00am ..... Parish Communion  ............ St Michaelôs, Atworth 

24th January ...... Christian Unity ............... 9:00am ...... Said Communion BCW ........ Christ Church, Shaw 

 ..........................  ....................................... 10:00am ..... Letôs Celebrate Together ...... Christ Church, Shaw 

31st January ......  ....................................... 10:00am ..... Parish Communion ............. St Michaelôs, Atworth 
 ..........................  ........................................ 6:30pm ...... Songs of Praise ................... St Michaelôs, Atworth 
Every Tuesday...  ........................................ 7:00pm  ..... Said Communion BCW ........ Christ Church, Shaw 

Wednesdays, 13th, 27th ............................. 9:30am ...... Said Communion BCP ....... St Michaelôs, Atworth 

Friday, 29th  ......  ........................................ 6:30pm ...... Surgery Hour ......................... The Vicarage, Shaw 

For Baptisms, weddings, funerals & other pastoral care please contact Revd. Jill Perrett  

Coffee Morning: this will be at 4, Bath Road, Shaw, at 10:00am-noon on Saturday 
16th January. 

Dianne Briggs  

Emmaus 

Do you wonder what is the meaning of life? 

Do you sometimes feel there must be more to life than this? 

Do you like to question and explore lifeôs issues? 

Would you be interested to listen to what people have to say? 
 

Then Emmaus is for YOU 

As it offers the chance to enter into a conversation about ñlife, the universe and everythingò by 

discovering what the Christian faith has to say. 
 

This will take place over six Wednesday evenings  

at Shaw School Hall 

from 6 January to 10 February 

7.30pm to 9pm 

with refreshments provided. 
 

So 

whether you think ñChristianity is boringò 

or 

whether you are a regular churchgoer and would like a ñrefresherò 

or 

whether you would simply like the chance to ask questions or listen 

Why not come along and see. 
 

Led by Revôd Jill Perrett and Anglican churches 

and Revôd Alison Morley and Methodist church 
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In the absence of John Polhill, who sent 

apologies, the Parish Clerk provided a report. 

The final return was about 190 parish 

questionnaires, some 43%. This was a 

disappointment. An analysis of the comments 

was well underway and would be available to 

the Parish Council shortly. Analysis of the 

ótick boxesô would be put to contract shortly. 

The work load was heavy and a delay of 2-3 

months was now likely.  

School Travel Plan  

The Parish Council noted the complaints by 

the residents of 61/62 Bath Road to the 

pedestrian crossing. However the Council 

was committed to this crossing and, whilst 

appreciating the concerns expressed 

(including a perceived lack of 

communication), welcomed its creation. The 

Clerk was asked to discuss with Churchfields, 

the Village School, about marking the event 

in some way.  

Accounts 09/10 and Precept 2010/11  

The Parish Council noted the Balance Sheet 

at end of October 2009. After some 

discussion, including a review of the Village 

Hall needs, it was agreed; proposed Bill 

Cooke seconded Robert Floyd that the 

Precept for 2010/11 be set at £13000. A 

question on the method for paying for the 

Village Hall Insurance would be followed up 

by the Clerk. The Parish Council considered 

the proposals on Financial Rules & Risk 

Management. It was concluded that further 

time to examine was necessary and that they 

should be taken forward to the next meeting 

of the Parish Council. 

Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant  

Madame Chairman reported that a public 

meeting has been called for Monday 23rd 

November to discuss its future at the Village 

Hall at 7pm. Wiltshire Council, the Area 

Board and the Housing Association would be 

present. 

Village Bier, refurbishment  

The Clerk advised that he had approached the 

(continued on page 19) 

Atworth Parish Council  
Minutes of Meeting held on  

Wednesday 18th November 2009  

Apologies Richard Schoppler; Mark 

Griffiths, County Councillor, also offered his 

apologies. 

Attending Effie Gale-Sides, Bill Cooke, 

Alan Bagnell, Robert Floyd, Bob Hole, John 

Lambert & Maureen Weston. 

Minutes The Minutes of the previous 

Meeting were approved; proposed Robert 

Floyd, seconded Maureen Weston.  

Matters Arising   
Unitary Authority for Wiltshire  

Effie Gale-Sides reported on her attendance 

at the Area Board meeting on 23rd 

September. She summarised the range of 

items discussed mostly reflecting Melksham 

Town issues. She will be attending the Area 

Partnership AGM on Friday 20th November. 

She will also attend the next Area Board on 

16th December unless any other of the 

Councillors wished to go.  

Tree Damage  

The Council noted that the Clerk will follow 

up with the Tree Officer & Warden. On that 

basis it was agreed to remove from the 

Agenda. 

Community Policing  

Madame Chairman welcomed PC Barry 

Dalton &, particularly, PCSO Maggie 

Ledbury. PC Dalton reported back on the 

Farm Watch process. On the issue of 

ócivilianô use of speed guns he suggested that 

the matter be raised at the next Area Board. 

On local issues; there had only been 2 minor 

incidents since the last meeting of the Parish 

Council. In the absence of Ken Spencer he 

also, briefly, reported on the last 

Neighbourhood Tasking Meeting, dog 

fouling being the main issue. Madame 

Chairman thanked them for their attendance 

and hoped the ódrop-inô facility would 

continue.   

Parish Plan  
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group   

Despite the weather, or because of it, it 
was a busy December meeting.  

We were glad to welcome Tricia with her 
Phoenix stationary (and grateful for the 
contribution to Wiltshire Air Ambulance of 
£8.00 (a percentage of her takings), 
renew a brief friendship with Chris selling 
shopping- and hand-bags for her charity 
Kerala Crafts. Members also splurged 
the odd 20p on books from our stall. 

The table was laden with colourful and 
cosy goodies. We manage to complete 
our project of 1000 sweaters before the 
end of the year. The final total was 1082. 
Congratulations to all our knitters, but 
please keep them coming! Two of our 
Nativity sets were on display, to go the 
following day to St. Patrickôs School and 
Box CofE School. The other two, already 
distributed, one to Neston School and the 
other to the day centre at Hungerford 
House, were gratefully received. 

Festive spirit abroad with Christmas 
cards, mince pies and the launch of our 
new raffle, to be drawn at some point in 
the New Year, nothing remained but to 
wish everyone a healthy and happy 
holiday and with plenty of time to relax 
and enjoy their hobbies ï as long as it be 
knitting or crochet. Meantime the 
Committee are thinking up new and 
exciting projects to take us through 2010. 

We always welcome new faces: bring a 
mug & £2.00 towards costs, on each first 
Thursda y,  10 :00am -noon,  t he 
Community Centre, Beechfield Road, 
Corsham. 

For more information contact: 
     Peg Smith         01249 713879 or 
     Margaret Gibbs 01225 810621 

Margaret Gibbs , 
          Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 

Trees: BBC Breathing Places  

11:00am, Saturday 5th December: a 
beautiful dry sunny morning! A total of 
twenty-one persons gathered by the 
óhumpsô in Atworth Recreation Ground to 
participate in the Great Tree Planting. 

As part of National Tree Week the BBC 
invited groups/schools etc. to register 
with them and plant trees during that 
hour,  recording each tree planted by a 
date-marked photo. 

Our volunteer tree wardens, Nigel Player 
for Atworth Parish, Lee Neville for 

(continued on page 15) 

[Mavis King (centre) with some of the tree-

planters. Photograph by  Lynne Spencer] 

[Nigel Player, with Rosie & Tom Player, and 
Lee Neville photographed with a tree ready 
for planting. Photograph by Lynne Spencer] 
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Atworth Recreation Ground, gave their 
time to clear and prepare areas in 

Atworth copse, ready for planting. The 
trees were purchased with a grant of £50 
obtained by Atworth Youth Club.  

Trees were planted by Mr Robert Floyd, 

(continued from page 13) 

[Richard Bill, Robert Floyd and Charles Boyle 
at the planting.  

Photography by Lynne Spencer] 

High Sheriff of Wiltshire, Mr Charles Boyle, 
our Parish Clerk, Councillor Mrs Maureen 
Weston, Mr Derek Edwards, Mr John Day 
and Mr Graham Canfield all trustees, and 
four children, Rosie and Tom Player, 
Helena White, and Hannah Peacock. 

It was a really happy and enjoyable event, 
and we now ask all Atworth residents to 
stroll down to the copse and keep a 
watchful eye on the young trees for the 
next few years.  Please report to Derek 
Edwards or Mavis King if you find any 
damage.  

Finally can we thank Mr Player senior, 
who provided superb help in preparing 
ground, and digging, then assisting Nigel 
and Lee to cover the ten areas with  
special woven mulch matting provided by 
Chew Valley Trees Limited. 

Recreation Ground Trustees  

[Lee Neville helps Maureen Weston plant her 
tree, aided  by Mavis King.  

Photograph by Lynne Spencer] 

Atworth Parish Plan  

The steering group has now organised the 
four working groups who will meet in the new 
year. The four sections under consideration 
are: housing; the environment, traffic and 
transport; leisure, sport and social activities; 
issues and comments raised. Once again we 
invite anyone who has an interest or 
particular expertise in any of these areas to 
contact us, for your participation would be 
welcome.  

Our next full group meeting is on Tuesday 
26th January at 15:45 at the school. Anyone 
is welcome to attend! 

The plan is an important document which will 
be used by your parish council to secure 
funding. Therefore the plan must address the 
right issues now and for the next decade. 

The steering group would like to thank 
everyone for their participation in the last 
year, and we wish you all a happy and 
healthy 2010. 

If you feel you can help in any way please 
contact charlesjboyle@yahoo.co.uk 
or telephone 01225 703603 

Lynne Spencer ,  
                      Parish Plan Steering Group 


