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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
  7:00-9:00pm       
 1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Keep Fit  £4.00 (Julie Reid 01225 766844) in the village hall 
Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 10:00am-noon 
Each Thursday 7:30-9:30pm 

Corsham Knitting & Crochet  room 1, Arts Centre Corsham 

Atworth Youth Club - Over 13s  at the Youth Centre 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

JULY  2010  

Saturday 3rd 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Churchfields, the Village School  
 Fête   at the School 

Thursdays, 8th, 15th, 22nd 
  11:00am-noon 

Bradford -on-Avon Library  
 Computer and Internet Training for details see p23 

Saturday 10th 
  7:30pm 

Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  
 Mendip Male Voice Choir at Christ Church, Shaw 

Tuesday 13th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Wednesday 14th 
  10:00am & 11:15am 
Wednesday 14th 
 to Saturday 17th 
  7:30pm nightly 

Bradford -on-Avon Library  
 Age no barrier - Internet training 
Holt Dramatic Society  
 Pride and Prejudice at the Rose Garden, the Courts, Holt 
 Special outdoor dramatisation tickets £10.00, concs.  

Thursday 15th 
  10:00-10:30am 

Bradford -on-Avon Library  
 Rhyme Time for the under 3s. Grandparents welcome! 

Friday 16th 3:30-7:00pm Bradford -on-Avon Library  Summer Challenge  see p23 

Saturday 17th onward Melksham Library Summer Challenge registration see p23 

Monday 19th 
  6:00 for 6:30pm 

Atworth WI  
 Visit Quoins Organic Vineyard in Bradford-on-Avon 

Tuesday 20th 12:30-1:30pm 
  1:45-2:15pm 

Neighbourhood Policing Team  at Atworth Independent Church 

Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court  

Thursday 22nd11:00am-noon Neighbourhood Policing Team  at Neston Park Farm Shop 

Sunday 25th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open                 in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

Tuesday 27th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Saturday 31st All day White Hart pub  Music Festival and barbecue for Help 4 Heroes 

Submit your items for the August 2010 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ.  

Next copy date: 12th July 2010  

This monthôs picture was submitted by Mike Watts. 

It was painted by Mikeôs Grandfather, Basil Watts, and shows the Bath Road from a 
point approximately where Mead Park is currently situated, up to the Clock Tower. 

Mike says that on the back of the picture, is written ñBath Road, Atworth 1908ò. 

 

If you have any pictures that you would like to appear on one of our front colour 
covers, please email magazine@atworth.org.uk, and weôd be pleased to feature it. 

All that is necessary is that you have the copyright or a written agreement from 
whomsoever does have the copyright, for us to publish it. 

Atworth village on the web (events/associations/businesses): 

www.atworth.org.uk 

 

 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
July 2010 Volume 33 Number 11 
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July 2010 Editorial  

Colour cover   

This month, we are able to feature 
another colour cover - a view of the Bath 
Road as seen in 1908. Mike Watts was 
the kind contributor of the picture, painted 
by his Grandfather. 

Once again, I am grateful to Stonar 
School for agreeing to enhance their 
advertisement to full colour, and also, for 
this month, to the White Hart pub, as they 
also agreed to feature their 
advertisement for their music event also 
in colour. Without this help, itôd be B&W! 

Letôs hope the weather stays as bright as 
our covers! 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2009  

Size        Issues: 1-5 (each) 6-11 12+ 
Whole page £20.00 £19.50  £19.00 
Half page £11.00 £10.50 £10.00 
Quarter page £7.00 £6.50 £6.00 
Eighth page £5.00 £4.50 £4.00 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (all advertising & content): 
Please email, post, or hand deliver all copy 
with your postal address & fixed line 
telephone  number (no mobiles) to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 
12th of month preceding the cover dateð
copy received later will miss the publication! 
Advice on advertising is on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. Send (payments only) to: 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Don Coote. 
Telephone: 01225 705512 
Email: distribution@atworth.org.uk 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Accounts 09/10 & Precept 2010/11 The 
Parish Council approved the accounts for 
2009/10; proposed Bill Cooke, seconded 
Bob Hole. They have been cleared by the 
internal auditor and would now go to the 
external auditor. The Balance Sheet at end 
of April 2010 was also approved; proposed 
Robert Floyd, seconded Bob Hole. The 
Parish Clerk apologised for his failure to 
arrange payment to Atworth W.I for 
caretaking duties. This would be rectified 
immediately. 

Donations & Grants Pending any 
communication from Atworth Youth Club it 
was agreed; proposed Robert Floyd, 
seconded Mavis King, that £500 is granted 
to the Youth Club. It was also agreed; 
proposed Maureen Weston, seconded Tom 
McMahon, that £250 be granted to the 
Village Magazine.  

Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant The Parish 
Clerk reported that as the Area Board were 
not considering applications in May, he 
would apply to the July Area Board for a 
similar sum.   

Securing the Village Green The Clerk 
reported that, due to his absence, he had 
not responded in time to the invitation to bid 
for the extended scheme. He would 
approach the Board for a grant on the 
original proposal.  

Request for Bus Shelter Madame Chairman 
reported that objections to the proposed site 
remain. The Council agreed that, due to 
other matters taking priority, the issue be put 
over to its September meeting. 

Speeding and Mobile Speed Signs The 
Clerk read out the proposed letter to go to 
the Area Board expressing the Parish 
Assembly concerns. It was agreed that the 
Parish Clerk should revise as necessary and 
forward. 

Sewer Pipe blockage by Village Hall The 
Parish Clerk reported, again, due to his 
absence, he had not commissioned the 
work. This would now be done.  

Community digital mapping The Clerk 
reported that this was now underway; he 
would report further. 

Clock Tower servicing The Clerk reported 

that the service had been done. The 
Horo log is t  had proposed some 
improvements. He would bring to the Parish 
Council in due course. John Lambert 
reported that the History Group has 
published an account of the Clockôs history, 
cost £2. 

Chimney at 112 Bradford Rd The Clerk 
awaits a response from the Planning 
Authorities. 

Gas Board working Bradford Rd Madame 
Chairman reported that she had raised the 
issue but without response. 

Reports     None 

Correspondence  

Community Flooding information request 
The Parish Council reviewed potential and 
actual sites to report to Wiltshire Council.  

Wiltshire Invasive Plant Project The Council 
noted the work being undertaken. 

Bike Week 2010 The Council noted the 
event. 

Planning Applications   

AT10/00453 Great Chalfield Manor 
 convert store/kennel to public toilets
 Await decision 

AT10/01396 Churchfields 
 work on various trees 
 The Council didnôt feel a need to comment 

Authorisation of Cheques  

CJ Boyle 

 ½yr salary 10/2009-03/2010) ...... £1860.96 

 ½yr office allowance (ditto) ........... £232.62 

 ½ yr expenses (ditto) .................... £128.13 

Inland Revenue ...............................................  

 ½yr salary (ditto) ........................... £465.24 

English Landscapes 

 grounds maintenance ................... £219.33                            

Approved, proposed Robert Floyd, 
seconded Tom McMahon. 

Any other business  

Parking, Coronation Road The Clerk was 
asked to raise with the Police. 

The meeting concluded at 2105  

Date of Next Meeting  Wednesday 21st July 
2010 at 7pm in the Village Hall. 
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ATWORTH  
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864) 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A Warm Welcome to our Services to All 

Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea 
 

Womenôs Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
 

Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only 

Atworth WI  

Our meeting on 17th May would normally 
have been to discuss which Resolution 
was to be chosen for the National AGM, 
but this year a postal vote has been held 
and the recommendation for the proper 
labelling of the origin of foodstuffs has 
gone forward.  

At present anything processed in the UK 
can be labelled as of British Origin, and 
the Resolution seeks to change this so 
that, for instance, beef from Argentine 
and chicken from the Far East, are 
properly described and not labelled as 
ñFresh and Local.ò 

This was followed by a sales table with 
home made and home grown produce 
(properly labelled, of course!) and this 
proved very popular. 

A competition was then held to recognise 
different smells in bottles, which was 
extraordinarily difficult, and was won by 
Helen Doulton. 

We also enjoyed Home Made Biscuits 
from Jenny Moody, and these were much 
appreciated. 

The 21st June meeting is on Crafts of the 
Waterways. Admission is £3 for visitors 
and free for prospective members. 

The July meeting will be a visit to Quoins 
Vineyard in Bradford on Avon, on the 
19th, and in August we have a cream tea 
(members only). 

Everyone is welcome to our meetings, 
and we have lots of room for new 
members.  

Jean Kain , Atworth WI 

<11/06 
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Minutes of Atworth Parish Council  
Annual General Meeting  

Wednesday 19th May 2010  

Apologies  Alan Bagnell & Mark Griffiths, 
County Councillor, offered their apologies.  

Attending  Effie Gale-Sides, Bill Cooke, 
Robert Floyd, Bob Hole, John Lambert, Tom 
McMahon & Maureen Weston. 

Election of Chairman  Effie Gale-Sides was 
approved as Chairman; proposed John 
Lambert, seconded Bob Hole. 

Election of Vice -Chairman  Bill Cooke was 
approved as Vice-Chairman; proposed 
Maureen Weston, seconded Tom McMahon. 

Sub-Committee Posts  It was agreed that 
Maureen Weston be the Council 
representative to the Village Hall Committee. 
All other appointments to remain as previous 
year and the new list to be published. 

Minutes  The Minutes of the previous 
Meeting were approved; proposed Maureen 
Weston, seconded Bob Hole. 

Presentation  In the absence of the 
representative of the Community Area 
Partnership the presentation did not take 
place. The Clerk would follow up.  

Matters Arising  

Parish Council Vacancy Mrs Mavis King was 
co-opted to the Council; proposed Maureen 
Weston, seconded Robert Floyd; agreed 
unanimously. 

Unitary Authority for Wiltshire Madame 
Chairman reported that we were not 
represented at the March meeting of the 
Melksham Area Board. The next meeting 
will be on 26th May at Seend. If any 
Councillor wishes to attend please let the 
Clerk know; he will be attending. The 
Agenda includes discussion on Speed 
Signs. 

Community Policing Madame Chairman 
welcomed PCSO Maggie Ledbury. The 
PCSO reported on incidents in the past two 
months including a burglary and an outbreak 
of graffiti. She asked that the Council report 
the damage to their property as it was hoped 
that the culprits could be required to make 
good under ócorrective judgementô. Mavis 
King will speak to the Police about including 

the painting of the bus shelter near the mini-
roundabout in the task. Councillors raised 
the problem of misuse of the bus shelter 
near the Bear Garage. After discussion it 
was agreed; proposed John Lambert, 
seconded Maureen Weston, that the shelter 
should be removed. The Clerk would obtain 
quotes. The PCSO would find out about the 
theft of lead from the Parish Church roof and 
the outcome of the previously reported 
vehicle theft.  

Dog Fouling The Parish Council noted that 
placing of dog fouling notices throughout the 
Parish had improved the situation. The Clerk 
was asked to obtain more and place. It was 
agreed to remove from the Agenda. 

Parish Plan John Polhill, Chairman of the 
Parish Plan Sub-Committee, offered his 
apologies; Robert Floyd deputised. He 
reported that V2 of the Plan had taken in the 
comments of the Parish Assembly and 
would be offered for public consultation at 
Churchfields School Fayre. It would then be 
presented to the July meeting of the Council 
for acceptance and ownership prior to 
publication. The Parish Council welcomed 
its presentation at the July meeting but 
considered that it would need more time to 
review. It was decided that the Plan should 
be offered to the Parish at a special 
meeting, combined with a debate on 
óSpeeding in the Parishô on the date of the 
September meeting of the Council and that 
the normal meeting of the Council be 
postponed for 1 week. A copy of V2 should 
now be sent to the new MP.  

School Travel Plan The Parish Clerk 
reported that the Highway Authority were 
proposing to double the length of the white 
zigzag on the eastern side of the pedestrian 
crossing. This would be subject to public 
consultation would now be conducted. 
Madame Chairman reported that an 
óopening ceremonyô would await the new 
work. PCSO Ledbury would deal with the 
traffic sign that has been reversed. The 
Head teacher of Church fields would work 
with the Parish Council to add needed 
improvements to traffic management in the 
School Travel Plan.  

(continued on page 29) 
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Environmentally Speaking  

Television programmes are again 
reminding viewers that we have lost 40% 
of our bee population. This continues to 
be a seriously worrying trend.  

Wiltshire Wildlife emphasise the 
importance of every garden, providing 
garden flowers, the natural habitat for 
bees. Your garden is important. 

Grow a profusion of colourful pollen-
laden plants. Annuals are not expensive 
and are easy to maintain. Join the 
Campaign to nurture bees. They are an 
ecological necessity for our food and our 
survival. 

Our Environmental Correspondent  

Used Postage Stamps.  

Many thanks to the person who called at 
Oxney End with a pack of neatly 
organised used stamps, along with an 
article describing the RSPB project to 
rescue albatross which are being 
drowned on baited hooks used by long-
line fishing boats.  

The RSPB & BirdLife International have 
set up Operation Ocean Task Force to 
provide personnel to show fishing crews 
simple ways of avoiding catching 
albatrosses on their fishing lines. This 
work is expensive, but the RSPB Stamps 
Project can raise between £10,000 - 
£15,000 per year from the sale of our 
used stamps!  Incredible! 

Please continue to leave used stamps at 
Oxney End. 

If the box is missing from the porch, it will 
be because we will have moved to 57 
Godwins Close, so just cross the A365 
via the new Zebra crossing, walk through 
the little footpath, and you will find the 
stamp box on the porch of number 57.  

We will do the rest! 

Mavis & Ken King  

Botanical Nursery Success  

Terry and Mary Baker, who run the 
Botanic Nursery have returned from The 
Chelsea Flower Show with a Bronze 
Award.  

Terry appeared on an independent one-
man slot during Chelsea Flower Show 
Week, talking and advising on growing 
Digitalis.  

The Botanic Nurseries is another special 
place in Atworth, and thanks and 
congratulations are due to Terry & Mary 
for their efforts and success with the 
nursery, and yet again at the Chelsea 
Flower Show. 

A Local Correspondent  

Transport & Access for Young People  

You may have seen elsewhere in this 
issue, that the Melksham area board will 
be holding a special meeting on 8th 
September at the new Melksham Oak 
School where up to 8 groups of young 
people will be able to present their ideas 
for projects. £5000 will be available for 
innovative ideas to help improve 
transport and access for young people in 
the Melksham area. 

The theme is transport and access, 
which could include projects such as 
extending opening hours to make a 
service more accessible, or providing a 
free shuttle bus service.   

The application process is now open.  
We are looking for innovative ideas to 
help solve transport and access issues 
experienced by young people in the area.   

For an application form, criteria and 
guidance please visit this Sparksite link: 

http:/ /www.sparksite.co.uk/entr ies/
participatory_budgetting_event_melksha
m_young_people_area_board 

Abbi Gutierrez  
Melksham Community Area Manager 
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Neighbourhood Watch  

The police have informed us of yet another 
burglary in Bath Road, over a weekend, when 
residents were in their garden. Doors should 
be locked when you are in the garden. 
Recently, three cars were broken into and two 
sat-navs and a lap-top PC were stolen.  

The Wiltshire & Swindon Neighbourhood 
Watch Association AGM was held at Police 
HQ Devizes on Saturday 5th June. Sixty 
individuals met and discussed the mechanism 
of NW with Police Officer Nick Bancroft and 
Home Security Officer Dave Budd. NW is 
administered by Wiltshire Police but 
communities form their own schemes. 
Residents were required to 'join' but now 
communities can follow whatever format suits 
their locality/village. In Atworth we have fifteen 
community-minded residents who receive 
information via the Scheme Co-ordinator 
(Mavis King) and pass on the information to 
their neighbours or organisations. 

Mavis is looking to retire from the role of co-
ordinator. The job entails receiving local 
police team emails about Internet scams, 
individuals targeting the local elderly, 
unscrupulous callers, or various crimes in 
Atworth, and on prevention methods. This 
information must then be relayed to the team 
members by email or typed information 
sheets, and an article compiled for Atworth 
Village Magazine. 

Prevention works: the police say that a good 
NW Area will have less crime.   Please 
contact me,  Mavis King 01225 702495 if you 
would like to play a part in Atworth's 
Neighbourhood Watch. 

Neighbourhood Watch members  

Recreation Ground/Village Hall  

It was kind of Tessa Calnan to write in to 
the AV Magazine with appreciation for 
Atworth Recreation Ground. A small group 
of Atworth residents spend time each 
week to either attend to matters or arrange 
for contractors to cover tasks.  It does take 
'time' but we get pleasure and satisfaction  
from our achievements. 

We wish more users would read the few 
signs on display: 'NO footballs nor cycling 
in the Tennis Court' is frequently ignored 
by adults and children. Both activities 
damage the court surface and the net and 
mesh. The Rec' is part of the Village Hall 
Charity, and we do not have money for 
replacement of expensive facilities. 

As to the three 'humpsô which are oh so 
popular, they cost nothing! When Ken & 
Mavis moved into Atworth, there was a call 
for more activity facilities in the rec'. They 
had raised funds for play equipment in 
their previous village, including the 
installation of safe grass slopes suitable 
for running/cycling. Atworth Parish Council 
and the Village Hall Committee gave 
permission to Mavis & Ken to install the 
three humps. Dimensions and placement 
plans were as used in their Kent project. 
Building Godwins Close had just 
commenced. The builders were 
approached and they kindly delivered all 
the under-spoil which was beautiful field 
earth, into the Rec'. With instruction from 
Ken, they provided the machinery and 
driver to create the safe gradient and 
ensure the distance apart was also safe. 
When the soil had settled (three months) 
grass seed was purchased and spread by 
committee members. So  Atworth Rec has 
a wonderful 'natural' facility for no more 
than the cost of a bag of grass seed!  NB. 
Parents, you can help by pulling up any 
nettles or thistles that appear on the 
humps - this will be much appreciated by 
the children. 

Atworth Village Hall & Recreation 

Ground Trustees  
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Please make sure that we have your 

annual programme of events for 

inclusion in the Atworth Village 

magazine and for completion on the 

Atworth Village website. 

You can simply email details to: 

magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Atworth History Group  
Life in the Trenches in the First World War  

Mr Steve Williams  

The Atworth History Group was 
presented with an unusual experience at 
the May meeting. Arriving to hear a talk 
about life in the trenches in the First 
World War, we found that we were in a 
trench!  

Our speaker had transformed one end of 
the hall into a mock up of a trench, right 
down to its sandbags and fire step. The 
only thing missing was the stench!  

Steve Williams (wearing full battledress 
and carrying all the 60lbs of equipment) 
delivered a fascinating talk about the 
details of the lives of the óTommiesô with 
some humour, but allowing the grim facts 
to speak for themselves.  

He examined the motives of the men who 
enlisted for 12d per day (thatôs 5p to you 
and me), often lying about their ages to 
recruiting sergeants who were getting 
commission for every man they recruited.  

After barely 16 weeks of training they 
were off to the 475 miles of trenches, 
hardly three feet wide, where they were 
faced with insanitary conditions (two 
buckets as toilets for every hundred 
men), the risk of trench foot from 
standing in water for days on end, and 
lice, not to mention bombardment with 
shrapnel shells (70% of all casualties on 
the Western Front were a result of 
shelling) and the danger of the ógood-
night kissô (a single bullet through the 
forehead) for those foolish enough to put 
their heads above the parapet.  

They gave their trenches names of towns 
and streets they knew back home and 
lived on a diet dominated by corned beef, 
and the two million loaves of bread that 
the British Armyôs bakers produced every 
day.  

Armed with the Lee Enfield .303 rifle, 

bayonets, spades and trench clubs for 
hand to hand fighting should the enemy 
get into the trench, they waited to go over 
the top. When the day came to attack 
they were faced with óthe devilôs ropeô ï 
their name for the German barbed wire 
which had thorns 1.5 inches long. The 
gaps in the wire were death traps 
because they had been left deliberately 
to funnel the men towards the areas 
where the machine gun fire was trained. 
Waiting in the evenings, they sat using 
lighted cigarettes to burn the eggs of the 
lice (which they called óchatsô) out of the 
seams of their battledress while talking 
about home ï hence the expression 
ñhaving a chatò. 

But, for 900,000 of them, home was a 
place they would never see again. And, 
of those, almost half a million still lie 
undetected in the fields of Flanders ï 
blown into unrecognisable pieces, their 
boots often being the only thing to 
survive decades in the wet earth.  

The desperate and pitiless nature of this 
iconic conflict was truly brought home by 
the dry detail of the daily lives of these 
men, and was rendered more poignant 
by Steve Williamsô concluding account of 
the death of his grandfatherôs brother 
standing in No Manôs Land frantically 
signalling to try and bring some artillery 
fire to relieve a doomed sortie on the last 
day of the Battle of the Somme in 1916. 

Our thanks for a remarkable presentation 
which brought a terrible chapter of history 
back to life. 

Visitors and new members are always 
welcome to our meetings, which will 
resume in October. 

The Atworth Museum, in the barn at 
Poplar Farm, will be open on the final 
Sunday of each month excluding 
December. 

Gervase OôDonohoe,  

                                  Atworth History Group 
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Bradford -on-Avon Library  

July Events  

1. Free computer help for job -seekers  

Thursday 8th 11:00-noon 

Computer basics and email 

Thursday 15th 11:00-noon 

Internet search  of job websites 

Thursday 22nd 11:00-noon  

Improve your CV with the help of 
websites 

Melksham Library  

July Events  

Summer Reading Challenge 2010  

Space-Hop 

This yearôs Summer Reading Challenge 
runs from Saturday 17th July to Saturday 
11th September 2010.  

Children aged 5ï11 are invited to join the 
Space Hop crew on a mission to take a 
book consignment to the moon & set up 
the first lunar library. 

Your challenge is to read 6 books over 
the summer holidays to help the crew get 
through the 3 stages of their mission & 
reach the moon. For every 2 books that 
you read the crew move a stage closer to 
their final goal. 

Weôd like you to come into the Library 
and tell us about each of the books that 
you read. For each one that you read you 
get stickers to go on your mission poster, 
where you can map your journey. If you 
manage to read 4 books you get extra 
Space Hop stuff & if you complete the 
challenge and read 6 books you receive 
a certificate & medal. 

Register at Melksham Library from 17th 
July & get your special Space Hop mem-
bership card. More news in the August 
issue! 

Jane Hunt , 01225 702039 
Atworth Autumn Show  

Following nervously in the footsteps of 
Maggie and Gemma we want to assure 
everyone that the format this year will be 
the same as previously and that the 
judges have already been alerted, the 
cups retrieved and the hall booked é in 
fact everything set up for us é all we 
need now is lots of support from all the 
village in order to perpetuate the sterling 
work that óthe girlsô began. 

Any suggestions relating to the show will 
be gratefully received 

Ann and Fred  

Spaces for these sessions are limited, so 
sign up at the library or call 01225 
863280. 

2. Age No Barrier  Internet taster  
   sessions  

Wednesday 14th 10:00-11:00 11:15-12:15 

Introductory sessions for older novice 
users. 

3. Rhyme time  

Thursday 15th 10:00-10:30am 

Action rhymes and songs for under 
3s. Grandparents are always welcome at 
our weekly rhyme times but especially 
welcome during Age No Barrier week. 

4. Join the Space Hop!  

Friday 16th 3:30-7:00pm 

Drop in, sign up to join the fun of the 
summer reading challenge for 4-11 year 
olds. Meet local children's science fiction 
author David Johnson at 4:30pm. 

The challenge is for children to read and 
talk about 6 books over the summer and 
collect stickers after each one. The 
challenge runs throughout the summer 
holidays. 

We will have more news about the 
reading challenge in the August issue. 

Kathryn Preston , 01225 863280 
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The Benefice of Atworth with Shaw and Whitley  
Revd. Jill Perrett 01225 703498 

Church Services and Notices for July 2010 
 

4th July .............. Trinity 5  ........................ 10:00am ..... Parish Communion ............. St Michaelôs, Atworth 

11th July ............ Trinity 6 ......................... 10:00am ..... Parish Communion ............... Christ Church, Shaw 
18th July ............ Trinity 7 ......................... 10:00am ..... Parish Communion  ............ St Michaelôs, Atworth 

25th July ............  ........................................ 9:00am ...... Said Communion BCW ........ Christ Church, Shaw 
 .......................... James ............................. 10:00am ..... Letôs Celebrate Together  ..... Christ Church, Shaw 

Every Tuesday...  ........................................ 7:00pm  ..... Said Communion BCW ........ Christ Church, Shaw 

Tuesday 27th .....  ........................................ 1:00pm ...... Prayer Hour ............... 32 Godwins Close, Atworth 

 ..........................  ........................................ 7:45pm ...... Bible Study ................. 89 Corsham Road, Whitley 

Wednesdays, 14th, 28th ............................. 9:30am ...... Said Communion BCP ....... St Michaelôs, Atworth 

Friday 23rd ........  ........................................ 6:00pm ...... Surgery Hour ... The Vicarage, Corsham Rd, Shaw 

For Baptisms, weddings, funerals & other pastoral care please contact Revd. Jill Perrett  

From the registers : We remember those who have recently died especially June 
Thompson and Norman Gregory. 

Summer Ovations: On Saturday 10th July at 7:30pn the Benefice of Atworth with 
Shaw & Whitley will welcome one of the countryôs foremost male voice choirs to Christ 
Church, Shaw. Formed in 1919 as the Timsbury Male Voice Choir, the choir is 
celebrating its 90th Year yet is led by only its fourth musical director, Kate Courage.  

Now entitled The Mendip Male Voice Choir, it is seventy strong and has a repertoire 
well beyond traditional male voice choir singing. The choir is accompanied by pianist 
Carl Speck and resident soloist Hannah Lockwood. 

Our concert will include a varied selection of appealing and distinctive music including 
such pieces as Bohemian Rhapsody, Panis Angelicus, Bridge Over Troubled Water, 
Some Enchanted Evening and even the Hippopotamus Song! Carl will also sing a 
couple of solo pieces himself and there will be a trombone solo. As part of the 90th 
birthday celebrations Kate has written a piece called ñShiningò for the Childrenôs 
Hospice South West and copies of the CD will be on sale after the concert.  

Refreshments will be served in the interval. Tickets are £7.50 (adult), £4 
(accompanied children), from TIC Melksham, Smithôs Stores in Whitley or by ringing 
Dianne Briggs on 01225 708840. Last time they visited Christ Church Shaw the 
evening was a sell out so we suggest you purchase your tickets before 10th July. 

Dianne Briggs, BASW 

Atworth Parish Plan  

The draught Parish Plan is on the village website at www.atworth.org.uk; we hope that 
as many as possible will scan the document and make comments. Members of the 
steering group will be at the Churchfields School Fayre on Saturday 3rd July, where 
you can read the plan and pass your comments to us. We hope that the final version 
will be ready for the Parish Council meeting on the 21st July, and we hope that it will 
be approved. We look forward to meeting you at the fayre. 

You can also make comments via charlesjboyle@yahoo.co.uk or 01225 703603.  

Lynne Spencer , Parish Plan Steering Group 
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Jasmine Cainey , our young peopleôs 
correspondent, is away this month. 

She can be contacted, as always, via              
jasminekmcainey@hotmail.co.uk 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club  

Season to date  

So far 11 games have been played, 6 won 
& 5 lost. Recently, we went on our annual 
tour to Exmouth and came away with two 
good wins & one loss. The defeat to Tipton 
was by 9 runs, a game that shouldn't have 
been lost but this was made up by the 
exciting 1 run victory at Thorverton. This 
was the first time the Fleece had ever 
beaten the Devon League club and they 
included their overseas player who scored 
151 of their first 170 runs. On Bank Holiday 
Monday we took on the strong  Butterleigh 
village team and came away with a solid 
30 runs win. Since then, victories over 
Bratton and Trowbridge Police have 
secured a four match winning streak. 

New players  

For various reasons, the club is currently 
without the services of several regular 
team members so, if anyone is thinking 
about playing cricket for the first time or 
restarting their cricket career, you would be 
very welcome to join us. We play only 
friendly games and  in the best spirit. 
Come along to a game and see for yourself 
or contact me on 708704. 

25 Year Anniversary We are celebrating 
our 25th year by inviting any ex or retired 
club members to join us on the Captain's 
Day, Sunday 26th July. We already have 2 
ex players willing to test themselves once 
again and it would be great to have as 
many people out as possible. There will a 
BBQ afterwards and possibly a beer or 
two!! Let me know. 

Fixtures for July 

Sunday 4th .... Grittleton .......... Home 
Wednesday 7th .... Urchfont ............ Away 
Sunday 11th .. Spye Park ......... Away 
Wedneday 14th .. Bathampton ..... Home 
Sunday 18th .. Bratton ............. Home 
Wednesday 21st .. Star Inn ............. Away 
Sunday 25th .. Captain's Day .. Home 
Wednesday 28th .. Royal Oak ........ Home 

Howard Fountain , Team Captain 

Duke of Edinburghôs Award 

Atworth Youth Club  

We are proud to report that 6 members of 
our group have gained their Awards. 

Huge congratulations  to all those listed 
below on their achievements: 

Bronze Awards 

Beccie Martin, Fletcher Giles and Sean 
Kirwan. 

Silver Awards 

Callie Mortimer, Oscar Miles and Eddie 
Miles. 

We have a Silver level group preparing 
for their practice expedition in July in the 
Pewsey area with their assessed 
expedition in September in the Forest of 
Dean area. 

We have a number of new participants 
due to start their Bronze awards shortly. 
If you are in year 10 or above and would 
like to join our group at any level please 
contact me on 01225 705556 or email 
drossiuk@aol.com 

Dawn Rossi  

Summer Swimming Location  

Churchfields, the Village School  

The open-air swimming pool of 
Churchfields, the Village School, will be 
open throughout the school Summer 
holidays. 

The pool will be open each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 2:00pm to 
4:00pm. 

The programme of events at the school is 
on the Atworth Village website, on the 
Events Diary pages. 

Pascale Mezac  
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Melksham Rural North  

Neighbourhood Policing Team  

We have a few crimes to report on and 
update in Atworth over the last month. 

On Saturday 22nd May 2010 just after 2100 
hours we took a report of dwelling burglary in 
Bath Road, Atworth where the offender was 
disturbed whilst they were leaving the address 
by residents who were in the rear garden. The 
offender, who stole a mobile phone and wallet 
from the address was challenged by residents 
and was seen to make off in a car. 
Investigations and positive identifications from 
the eyewitnesses have led to a 31 year old 
male from Trowbridge being arrested, 
charged and remanded to go to court in 
relation to the offence of burglary. 

We have also had reports of a series of thefts 
from cars within the village that all occurred 
overnight from Thursday 10th-Friday 11th 
June. Cars were targeted in Mead Park, 
Atworth Court and Godwins Close. The car in 
Mead Park had its window smashed to gain 
entry where the other two cars were left 
insecure. Items stolen from the cars include 
laptops, sat-navs and wallets. One wallet was 
later found dumped in a bin on Bath Road. 
The offenders have clearly targeted vehicles 
which had visible items of value left on view in 
the car and I would like to use this opportunity 
to remind residents and readers to lock up 
and remove any valuables out of sight. If 
anyone has any information on the thefts from 
these cars  or anything else then please get in 
touch with the Police. 

Finally an update on some dwelling burglaries 
from last year where a 35 year old male from 
Bath has recently admitted to six charges of 
dwelling burglaries across a number of 
counties including Wiltshire and is said to 
have been responsible for nearly 105 
burglaries between 2009 and 2010 These 
have included 2 burglaries from July last year 
in Bradford Road, Atworth and another 
burglary from Bath Road in December last 
year. This male was being sentenced at 
Bristol Crown Courts on June 11th 2010. 

We hold monthly 'Drop-in' surgeries at the 
Independent Church, 12:30-1:30pm every 4th 
Tuesday and Neston farm shop, 11:00am-
noon every 4th Thursday, each month. This is 

your chance to speak with a member of your 
local Neighbourhood Policing Team whether 
you have a query or just want to get to know 
us, do pop in! 

We also hold a half hour 'Police Surgery' 
before the start of each Atworth Parish 
Council meeting in the Village Hall.  

You can contact your local NPT on 0845 408 
7000 ext 728817  or by email to: 
melkshamruralnorthnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.
uk. 

For more about neighbourhood policing visit 
our website at: www.wiltshire.police.uk. 

You can also call Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111 to report something anonymously.  

Thank you for reading,  

Barry Dalton , PC 1947 
                        Community Beat Manager  

White Hart Charity Music Festival  

We, at the White Hart are holding a Music 
Festival on Saturday 31st July to help raise 
money for Help For Heroes. The Festival will 
have live music from different bands all day, 
as well as a BBQ, Kids activities and stalls. 

We are offering pitches for sellerôs, either 
personal or commercial at £5 a stall with all 
proceeds going to Help For Heroes. 

Any one requesting a stall, please can you 
contact either Kirsty or Nathan on 01225 
702274 to book a pitch. We only have limited 
space so are booking on a first come first 
serve basis only. 

We do hope all villagers will be able to come 
and have a fun day while supporting a very 
good cause. 

Kirsty Sythes , The White Hart 

Atworth Short Mat Bowls Club  
 

Have you ever thought of having a go at short mat 
bowls? Atworth has a friendly little club which 

meets every Thursday evening from 7:30-9:30pm 
and would welcome new members, including 
beginners. So if youôre fed up with watching the 

telly, why not come and join us?  
For further details ring me on 707101,  

our chairman, Alan on 791708 or 
our Treasurer, Adrian on 705910 

 

Pearl Curtis, Club Captain/Secretary 

10/07 
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Melksham Community First   

Are you struggling to get to work? 

If you or someone you know is over 16 and cannot access a job because of transport 
problems then the Wiltshire Wheels to Work scheme may be able to help. 

Wiltshire Wheels to Work is a scheme which provides 50cc scooters, rider training and 
equipment on a short-term, not-for-profit basis to local people who would otherwise be 
unable to access work or work-based learning in Wiltshire. 

The scheme is run by local communitiesô charity Community First.  

For more information about the Wheels to Work scheme please visit 
www.communityfirst.org.uk/Wheels-to-work.htm or call 01380 722475 and ask for either Liam 
Tatton-Bennett or Sheila Martin. 

Sheila Martin  
Marketing, Fundraising and Community Transport Assistant, Community First 

Visitors to Poplar Farm  

Some of the older residents of Atworth may well remember Mr Rawlings of Poplar 
Farm. Which Mr Rawlings? I am going back to Mr Sidney Rawlings, who preceded his 
nephew, Mr John Rawlings. Sidney had three children, Jim Doreen and May.  

Mayôs sons wished to have a look at Poplar Farm House to see where their mother 
once lived, and Mr And Mrs Kain agreed to a visit on 22nd May 2010. 

However, other members of the Rawlingsô family heard about the visit, and they 
wanted to join in! The photograph shows several of the group - 26 people having 
turned up. 

The History Group opened up the museum, so that the group could be split into two. 
Mr Bernard Kain conducted the tours of the house, and Mrs Jean Kain was kept busy 
serving mugs of tea.                                                      [Picture and story: David Webb] 

 


