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Dates for your Diary  

REGULAR  EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
  7:00-9:00pm       
 1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Keep Fit  £4.00 (Julie Reid 01225 766844) in the village hall 
Atworth Youth Club  at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 

Atworth Independent Church  The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church  Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 10:00am-noon 
Each Thursday 7:30-9:30pm 

Corsham Knitting & Crochet  room 1, Arts Centre Corsham 

Atworth Youth Club - Over 13s  at the Youth Centre 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open  in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

JUNE  2010  

Tuesday 1st 9:30-10:00am 
   

Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 
Bradford -on-Avon (and Melksham) Libraries  
 Wiltshire Words Events for details see p19 

Monday 7th 
   

Atworth WI  meet in the village hall 
 Visit to Salisbury Cathedral 

Thursday 10th-Sunday 13th 
  10:30am-6:00pm 
  (from 2:30pm on Sunday) 

St Katherineôs Church, Holt 
 Alternative Summer Exhibition, morning coffee, afternoon  
 cream teas. for details see p13 

Saturday 12th 
  6:30-9:30pm 
 
  7:30pm 

Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  
 Barn Dance & Barbecue at Lenton Farm, Broughton Gifford 
Opera Sulis  in the Cause Music Centre, Chippenham 
 Summer Serenade of popular classics and opera 

Tuesday 15th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library  Mead Park 

Sunday 20th 
  from noon 
 
  7:30pm 

Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitley  
 Garden Party at the Old Church House, Atworth 
Corsham Choral Society  at the Town Hall, Corsham 
 Summer Concert Tickets £12.00/£1.00 children 

Monday 21st 
  7:30pm 

Atworth WI  in the village hall 
 Crafts of the Waterways with Susan Waldron 

Tuesday 22nd 12:30-1:30pm 
  1:45-2:15pm 

Neighbourhood Policing Team  at Atworth Independent Church 

Homes Mobile Library  Shell Court  

Thursday 24th 11:00am-noon Neighbourhood Policing Team  at Neston Park Farm Shop 

Sunday 27th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum  Open                 in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

Monday 29th 
  10:00-noon 

Bradford -on-Avon Library  
 Two events to celebrate the libraryôs 20th anniversary   see p19 

Submit your items for the July 2010 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk  
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ.  

Next copy date: 12th June 2010  

The village of Atworth (Atford) in 1817, as shown in the survey of  
the High Roads of England and Wales, by Edward Mogg 

Atworth village on the web (events/associations/businesses): 

www.atworth.org.uk 
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Please note that the online copy of the Atworth 
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connectivity 
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panel on this website. 
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June 2010 Editorial  

Colour covers   

This month we feature the first of this 
yearôs colour covers. The map is 
extracted from an interesting historical 
document - The Survey of the High 
Roads of England and Wales, which was 
published by map-maker Edward Mogg, 
in 1817. On the website, alongside it, is a 
satellite image [© Google] from  2005. 

I am grateful to Stonar School for 
supporting our colour covers once again 
this year. 

Contacting Wiltshire Council   

Those readers that were present at the 
recent Parish Assembly will have 
witnessed the heated  exchange that took 
place between attendees and the 
Melksham Area Board representative.  

To aid communication between residents 
and the Melksham Area Board of the 
county council, we have placed contact 
links on a new Wiltshire Council page of 
our website. Just click on the link in the 
left hand scrolling pane to visit the page. 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine  
Advertising rates & conditions  

per issue from 1st November 2009  

Size        Issues: 1-5 (each) 6-11 12+ 
Whole page £20.00 £19.50  £19.00 
Half page £11.00 £10.50 £10.00 
Quarter page £7.00 £6.50 £6.00 
Eighth page £5.00 £4.50 £4.00 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (all advertising & content): 
Please email, post, or hand deliver all copy 
with your postal address & fixed line 
telephone  number (no mobiles) to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 
12th of month preceding the cover dateð
copy received later will miss the publication! 
Advice on advertising is on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to ñAtworth Village 
Magazineò. Send (payments only) to: 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Don Coote. 
Telephone: 01225 705512 
Email: distribution@atworth.org.uk 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 

<10/11 
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Correspondence  

We have had three letters on a variety of 
subjects this month: 

Dear Editor 

I would very much like to thank the 
people who care for and maintain our 
recreation field.  

I had two little visitors recently, aged 6 
and 8 years and after a long and tedious 
car journey, we  were so happy for them 
to play in the recreation ground, in a 
clean environment with much to entertain 
them - particularly the hills which they ran 
up and down. Great fun! It was so good 
they went back the following day. 

I think we all appreciate this amenity for 
the children and that is is so well kept.  

Thank you to all who make it so.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tessa Calnan 

 

*** 

Dear Editor 

Now that the good weather has returned, 
and, annoyingly too, so has the burning 
of waste in the open,  

I wonder if this helpful advice, from the 
former West Wilts District Council 
Environmental Protection Team, might 
provide a timely reminder, via the 
magazine, to  residents, local businesses 
and Parish Councillors of our legal and 

community obligations to our neighbours. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ronnie 

[Editorôs note: Ronnie enclosed a 
guidance paper on bonfires, advising 
good neighbourliness, avoidance of 
smoke and smell, and no burning of 
rubber, paints or plastics.  

There certainly have been at least two 
bonfires of rubber etc opposite the Clock 
Tower by Bath Road recently that caused 
smoke and smell.] 

 

*** 

Dear Editor 

The main A365 road through Atworth 
carries heavy haulage, commercial vans, 
farming vehicles, cars, and even some 
cycles.   

Many of these users ignore the speed 
restrictions. May we ask pedestrians, 
young and old, who walk up and down 
the A365 always to use the pedestrian 
crossing to reach the other side of the 
road. This is a particularly valid warning 
to children, who have been seen running 
across the road, risking collision with fast
-moving vehicles which may not be in 
sight when they start to cross. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

[name and address supplied] 
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ATWORTH  
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864) 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A Warm Welcome to our Services to All 

Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea 
 

Womenôs Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
 

Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only 

Atworth WI  

The meeting of 19th April opened with 
our new President, Lesley Adam, 
expressing very many thanks to our 
outgoing President, Maureen Weston, 
who, in spite of problems with her back, 
has done a magnificent job over the last 
three years. 

An excellent Craft Taster Day in Rowde 
had been enjoyed by five members and a 
good evening was spent playing skittles 
at The White Hart. 

Our speaker, Julie Reid, came from The 
Fitness League. This was formerly known 

as Health and Beauty, and was set up in 
1930 to make women more aware of 
their bodies, and the advantages of 
exercise. The membership dropped 
during the war, but huge exercise 
sessions were still held in Hyde Park and 
the Albert Hall. The founder, Mary Bagot, 
was a physiotherapist and also a dance 
teacher. The modern exercises are done 
to music, many of them sitting down, 
making it easier for the elderly, and are 
all to do with posture and stability. We all 
had a go and I personally was very stiff 
the next morning! Julie takes classes in 
Atworth on Tuesday evenings, and there 
is also a class in Melksham on 
Thursdays. 

Everyone is welcome to our meetings, 
and we have lots of room for new 
members. The 21st June meeting is on 
Crafts of the Waterways. Admission is  
£3 for visitors and free for prospective 
members. 

Jean Kain , Atworth WI 
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criticised, by what seemed to be all those 
present, for rejecting the application. 

Mr Steven Bennett, Head of 
Churchfields, the Village School, 
presented his report on the past year for 
the school. 

The report of the Atworth WI, the village 
caretaker, was delivered by Lesley 
Adam, their current president. 

Three members of Atworth Youth Club 
gave an account of the various activities 
and trips that their members had enjoyed 
since the last assembly. 

Atworth has an active group for Brownies 
and Guides, and their leader presented a 
report on their activities over the year. 

Rodney Price, secretary of Atworth 
Independent Church gave his report on 
what the independent church had been 
involved since the last assembly. 

Bill Cooke presented a report from the 
trustees of the Atworth Village Hall and 
Recreation Ground, mentioning the need 
for volunteers to boost the existing 
membership of the trustees. 

David Webb delivered an account of a 
another successful year for Atworth 
History Group. 

Kenneth Spencer reported on the yearôs 
activities of the Atworth Village magazine 
and of the Atworth Village website. 

The financial report of the parish was 
then given to the meeting. 

Under any other business, there was 
further debate about the rejection of the 
request for speed indicators by the area 
board. A resolution was proposed, 
seconded and carried, that the Area 
Board be further contacted vigorously in 
pursuit of the wish of the parish to have 
the use of speed indicators. A letter will 
be written and sent to the Area Board to 
this effect. Ms Gutierrez, as Area Board 
Manager, was advised by the meeting to 

convey the feeling of those present at 
the meeting to her superiors. It is  also 
planned to have a public meeting a little 
later in the year to take this issue further. 

In order to ease communications with 
the Area Board, we have created a 
Wiltshire Council page on the village 
website. The page can be accessed by 
clicking on the ñWiltshire Councilò link   in 
the left hand scrolling pane. The page 
contains two links which lead to two of 
the key parts of the Wiltshire Council 
website for conveying information to the 
council from residents, and for 
registering views and issues with the 
council. 

We are expecting to receive copies of 
each report in due course, and will, as in 
previous years, place them on the 
Atworth Village website for everyone to 
read. 

Informal notes by Kenneth Spencer  

10/06 
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Environmentally Speaking  

The organisation Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE) has focused this 
Spring on the phenomenal cost of street 
cleaning and litter removing. 

Thirty years ago counties began to employ 
people specifically to visit schools and 
organisations, and create campaigns to 
educate the populace, young and old, 
against dropping cigarette packets, 
wrappers from food and confectionery, etc 
as the cost  of cleaning-up had rocketed to 
an average of £1million per county. Now 
we read that England has spent 
£780million on street cleaning in the past 
year. The vast problem is costing rate-
payers over two million pounds per day. 
This is truly hard to comprehend. 

Young people using Atworth Rec' leave 
wrappers and plastic bottles after playing 
football or using the play equipment even 
though bins are within a few yards.  
Sunday Team footballers and their 
followers using Atworth rec' are regular 
culprits. Our lanes are constantly 
'littered' (excuse the pun) with plastic fast 
food containers and plastic bottles and 
beer cans thrown from vehicles. Cans 
stuck high in hedges are hard to remove. 

A 'Litter Summit' was held on 23rd March 
organised by Government, the Highways 
Agency, Network Rail, supermarket and 
industry representatives. 

Here in Wiltshire the County Authority is 
cutting back on provision of bins for litter 
and dog waste so that they can reduce the 
cost of servicing them. 

Atworth truly appreciates the sterling work 
of WI members who form the litter-picking 
team, but how sad that in a fairly small 
village, their services are required. 

CPRE are campaigning under the heading 
Stop the Drop. Visit their web-site 
www.cpre.org.uk, ñcampaignsò section for 
more information and ways you can help.  

Our Environmental Correspondent  

<10/09 
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Honey Bee Swarms  

Swarms of honeybees can be collected 
free of charge in Melksham and the sur-
rounding villages.  

All swarms are put into a hive, fed and 
treated for disease and given every op-
portunity to develop into a full and 
healthy colony. 

The service is offered by a registered 
beekeeper, full member of the British, 
Wiltshire and Melksham Beekeeping As-
sociations with full public liability Insur-
ance for collecting swarms of honeybees. 

Contact via 01225 709414 or mobile 
07958 128618 

Roger Tilley  

Corsham Choral Society  

Summer Concert  

On Sunday 20th June, at 7:30pm in the 
Corsham Town Hall, the Corsham Choral 
Society, as part of Corsham Festival 
Fringe, will perform ''Horrortorio'' by 
Joseph Horovitz.  

This entertaining take on a classical 
oratorio was written for the third of the 
famous Hoffnung Concerts at the Royal 
Festival Hall in 1961.  

Bach, Handel, Verdi and Gilbert & 
Sullivan come in for some wonderful 
pastiche writing.  

Ghouls, witches and zombies appear in 
this dramatic choral extravaganza at the 
nuptials of Miss Dracula and 
Frankenstein. 

The concert includes Yugoslav Folk-
Songs and Nonsense Songs by Matyas 
Seiber. 

Tickets are available at The Pound Arts 
Centre Box Office, 01249 701628 at  
www.corshamfestival.org.uk or on the 
door, adults £12.00 children £1.00. 

Enquiries via 01225 708366 

Helen Snowball  
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Atworth Annual Parish Assembly  

Wednesday 21st April 2010  

The Annual Assembly of Atworth Parish 
was held in the village hall on 
Wednesday 21st April 2010. 

Parish Council chair, Effie Gale-sides 
welcomed those attending, and noted 
that at least two expected attendees, 
Charles Boyle and Barry Dalton had 
been affected by the Icelandic ash cloud 
and would be unable to attend. 

The minutes of last year's meeting were 
read and approved. The chair then read 
the Parish Council report for the year. 

We were expecting a report from 
Wiltshire councillor, Mark Griffiths, but he 
was not in attendance. 

Ms Abbi Gutierrez, Melksham Area 
Board Manager then gave a report on the 
activities and rôle of the Area Board. 

Lynne Spencer then reported on the 
progress of the Parish Plan Steering 
Group, and indicated that the first 
draught of the plan was on display at the 
meeting. 

Revd. Jill Perrett reported on the year of 
activity at the Benefice of Atworth with 
Shaw and Whitley, including their 40th 
year celebrations. 

As mentioned, PC Barry Dalton was 
unable to attend owing to travel 
difficulties, and so his report was not 
read. However, it is expected that it will 
be made available for placing on the 
Atworth Village website in due course. 

Kenneth Spencer then delivered a short 
report on the meetings of the 
Neighbourhood Policing Tasking Group. 
At the end of his report he mentioned the 
support in the group for the provision of 
speed indicators, and the rejection of the 
application by the Melksham Area Board. 
This provoked very heated discussion in 
which the Area Board was severely 

Atworth Youth Club  

Youth club residential 2010 

At 5:00pm on Friday 26th March, 11 
youth club members and Simon, Cat, 
Sharon and Wendy set off for a fun-filled 
weekend at Osmington Bay activities 
Centre in Dorset. We stayed in chalets 
which was a lot of fun. 

We did loads of activities, including tram-
polining, archery, rifles, fencing, climbing, 
sensory trail, problem solving and abseil-
ing. The most popular activity was the 
sensory trail as you were blindfolded and 
had to make your way around an ex-
tremely muddy trail. Simon and Becky 
came out the muddiest as they had a 
huge mud fight at the end. 

It was great trying different things and 
pushing yourself out of your comfort 
zone. My personal achievement was ab-
seiling as I donôt particularly like heights 
but once I had done it once I went up for 
another go. 

We arrived home at 8:00pm Sunday all 
tired very but having had a fab time. A 
big thank you to Simon, Cat, Sharon and 
Wendy for giving up their time to make 
this trip possible. 

Chloe McMahon , Atworth Youth Club 

Neighbourhood Watch  

The Police have notified us of yet another  
break-in to a property on the Bath Road 
in Atworth. Thieves forced a patio door 
and searched and disturbed the property.  

Do please ensure that you consider all 
aspects of your security especially if 
leaving your home. Anyone who saw any 
person hanging around the Bath Road 
should please telephone 0845 408 700. 

Finally, a Neighbourhood Watch Event is 
being planned for September or October, 
Watch the magazine for more details. 

Neighbourhood Watch Co -ordinator  
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Please make sure that we have your 

annual programme of events for 

inclusion in the Atworth Village 

magazine and for completion on the 

Atworth Village website. 

You can simply email details to: 

magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Atworth History Group  

On Monday 12th April about 40 members 
of the Atworth History Group were 
pleased to welcome Mr Mike Stone, 
Curator of the Chippenham Museum and 
Heritage Centre. Mr Stone provided a very 
interesting talk about the history of 
Chippenham, demonstrating that the 
townôs roots date back to prehistoric times 
and, amongst other things, that 
Chippenham was an important stronghold 
for the Saxon king, Alfred the Great. 

Mr Stone started by showing us an aerial 
photograph of Chippenham taken by 
himself, which showed how the River 
Avon loops over the north of the town 
centre, enclosing it on three sides and 
making it easy to defend from attack. Until 
fairly recently, historians believed that 
Chippenham didnôt have any history of 
interest until about the 17th century. 
However, in the mid 1970ôs the river dried 
up uncovering archaeology that included 
prehistoric, Roman and Saxon remains. 
Recent building development in the town 
centre has allowed Mr Stone and other 
archaeologists to survey other areas 
hitherto unexplored. We were shown a 
series of aerial photographs and maps on 
which the sites and some of the finds had 
been marked. By happy coincidence, 
many interesting items were also found on 
the site of the present museum during its 
restoration! 

For many years it had been believed that 
King Alfred had had a hunting lodge at 
Chippenham. However, Mr Stoneôs work 
has led him to conclude that Chippenham 
was probably used as a military barracks 
where the king and his army spent winter, 
recouping after their summer campaigns. 
The layout of ditches around the town 
centre is remarkably similar to those in 
other known Saxon towns, including 
Wareham, Bath and Winchester. The 
Saxon population would have crossed a 
wooden bridge to enter the town from the 
north, passing through a gateway into the 
marketplace. Close by was a church (on 

the site of the present St Andrewôs 
Church) and a palace (or longhouse), 
thought to be similar to one found at 
Cheddar. 

Mr Stone said that despite all their 
successes, there were sites that failed to 
live up to expectations. One such was the 
former Gaumont Cinema that was known 
to have been built on an old castle mound. 
Unfortunately, the foundations were so 
huge that when the cinema was 
demolished there was little left to be found 
of any consequence. 

After questions, Hilary Hough thanked Mr 
Stone for an entertaining and informative 
talk, and said that she thought everyone 
there would now want to visit the museum 
at Chippenham to find out more. 

The next History Group meeting will be 
held in the village hall on Monday 10th 
May at 7:30pm, when Mr Steve Williams 
will give a talk on ñThe Life of a Soldier in 
the 1st World War trenchesò. Visitors and 
new members are welcome. 

David Hough , Atworth History Group 

Kathleen Lilian Amy (Kath) Harley  

Kath, dearest mother of Nigel and Jan, 
died peacefully at home on April 17th 
aged 72 years.  

She dedicated her life to teaching and 
helping others and will be greatly missed 
by her family and many friends. 

Kath lived and taught in Atworth, and 
even after moving to Bathford was an 
active member and officer of the Atworth 
History Group. As well as looking after 
the Atworth Museum, Kath also made 
many contributions to the Atworth Village 
magazine. 

Her funeral was held at St Swithunôs 
Church, Bathford on Wednesday April 
28th. Donations may be sent to óThe 
Salvation Armyô c/o W.F. Dolman and 
Son, 9 Walcot Terrace, Bath BA1 6AB  
Telephone 01225 444110. 

Nigel and Jan  
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Bradford -on-Avon Library  

Wiltshire Words  

Continuing our celebration of stories and 
reading: Programmes and tickets from 
any Wiltshire Library. 

Tuesday 1st June  

2:30pm Author Liu Hong grew up near the 
Chinese-North Korean border. Her novels 
focus on the emotional upheavals of 
ordinary Chinese people over 40 
years. Her recent book is Wives of the 
East Wind.  

7:00pm How to get Published: Join 
Deborah Gaye from Avalanche Books in 
this informative and interactive session 
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r o u t e  t o 
publication.  Tickets for either event: £3. 

Wednesday 2nd June  

10:00am Storytime: 14 Wiltshire libraries 
will be reading the same book at special 
story times for young children as part of 
National Family Week Story Time day. 

10:10-11:00am Elmer's Special Day 

Elmer stories and crafts for 3-6 year 
olds. There may even be a chance to 
meet Elmer! 

Thursday 3rd June  

2:30-3:30pm Roald Dahl Party 

Games & crafts from the fabulous world of 
Roald Dahl for children aged 7-11. 

7:30pm Voodoo Histories 

The role of the conspiracy theory in 
shaping modern history with David 
Aaronovitch, writer, broadcaster and 
commentator on international politics and 
the media.  In this talk, he examines the 
controversy that exists over some of the 
key moments in our history.  Tickets: £3. 

Friday 4th June  

8:00pm Truth to Tell 

An evening with Mavis Cheek, who will be 
discussing her new book, Truth to 

Tell. Tickets cost £3. 

Tuesday 29th June  

10:00-10:30am  

Maisy's 20th Birthday Storytime 

Celebrate 20 years of Maisy and Bradford 
on Avon Library (in its current location) at 
this storytime for under 5s. 

Tuesday 29th June  

11:00am-noon 

Bradford on Avon Library's 20th Birthday 
Celebration 

Enjoy tea, cake and a recommended read 
to celebrate Bradford on Avon Library's 
20th Birthday (in its current location) 

Kathryn Preston , BoA Library 

Atworth Autumn Show  

We have some great news! 

As some of you may know, Gemma 
Buckle and I have now both moved out of 
the village and so are not able to 
continue running the Flower Show.  
However, I am very pleased to let 
everyone know that Ann Lightfoot and 
Fred Pooley, of Mead Park, have very 
kindly offered to take over the running of 
the Show. 

My thanks go to Ann and Fred for taking 
on the Show and I am sure that everyone 
will give Ann and Fred their full support.  
The schedule will be similar to previous 
years so look out for notices about the 
Show in future issues of the Magazine 
and hopefully there will be plenty of 
entries this year. 

Finally, I would just like to say thank you 
to all those in the village who have 
supported the Show for the last four 
years.   

Gemma and I have had great fun 
organising it and I hope that, with your 
support, Ann and Fred do too! 

Maggie McDonald  
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The Benefice of Atworth with Shaw and Whitley  
Revd. Jill Perrett 01225 703498 

Church Services and Notices for May 2010 
 

2nd June ............ Trinity 1  ........................ 10:00am ..... Parish Communion ............. St Michaelôs, Atworth 

13th June ........... Trinity 2 ......................... 10:00am ..... Parish Communion ............... Christ Church, Shaw 
 ..........................  ........................................ 3:30pm ...... Messy Church ................. St Michaelôs church  hall 

20th June ...........  ........................................ 9:00am ...... Said Communion BCP ....... St Michaelôs, Atworth 
 .......................... Fatherôs Sunday ............. 10:00am ..... Letôs Celebrate Together .... St Michaelôs, Atworth 

27th June ........... Peter & Paul Apostles .... 10:00am ..... Parish Communion  .............. Christ Church, Shaw 

Every Tuesday...  ........................................ 7:00pm  ..... Said Communion BCW ........ Christ Church, Shaw 

Tuesday 22nd ....  ........................................ 1:15pm ...... Prayer Hour ............... 32 Godwins Close, Atworth 

 ..........................  ........................................ 7:45pm ...... Bible Study ................. 89 Corsham Road, Whitley 
Wednesdays, 9th, 23rd ............................... 9:30am ...... Said Communion BCP ....... St Michaelôs, Atworth 

For Baptisms, weddings, funerals & other pastoral care please contact Revd. Jill Perrett  

From the registers : 

We welcomed into the Church Glenys Escott who was Baptised at St Michael and All 
Angels on Easter Eve. 

We remember those who have recently died especially Ida Nipress, Robin Henry 
Holtom and Norman Anthony White 

Barn Dance : 

After the great time had by all at the Barn Dance last year you wonôt want to miss this 
yearsô.  It will be held again at Lenton Farm, Broughton Gifford on Saturday 12th June, 
from 6:30pm to 9:30pm - great fun for all the family!  Once more Malcolm Mace will be 
calling an evening of simple country dances for all ages and all abilities. 

Hot dogs, burgers and soft drinks, will be on sale.  You can bring along your own wine 
or beer.  Tickets only £3 adults, £1.50 children; from Debbie at Lenton Farm, Brian 
Mitchell(709317), or on the night. 

Dianne Briggs, BASW 

Atworth Parish Plan  

There was a pleasing attendance at the Annual Parish Assembly on the 21st 
April, and we are grateful to residents who on that night, and on other occasions, took 
the trouble to read and comment upon the draft plan. The plan may be viewed on  the 
Atworth Village website, where there is a link to it on the front page. We will also be 
attending Churchfields school fayre in order that more of you will be able to comment 
on the draught plan. After due time has elapsed to assess your comments, the plan 
will be presented to the Parish Council for approval, and thus we are hoping that the 
completed plan will be ready in early autumn, when you will all receive a copy - then it 
will be too late to comment, so get your comments in now! 

If you have any comments to make please contact charlesjboyle@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 01225 703603. 

Lynne Spencer , Parish Plan Steering Group 
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June - Exams & Festivals!  

Hi there!  

The weather may not always agree with 
our seasons but we are in fact  hitting 
summer, yay!  I'm sure I am not the only 
one who is facing numerous exams this 
month, some of you may have already 
finished - or just started, but we have to 
look forward to something, and the 
summer holidays provide just enough 
time for everyone to chill out an relax, 
before it begins again in September! 

However, we want to keep our minds off 
of all that exam talk and think about other 
things. There is half-term at the end of 
May/beginning of June and although 
swatting needs to be done, you really 
need to get the balance of things right to 
let facts and  figures sink in. So, Iôm off to 
St.Ives this half term - maybe the sea air 
will do me good :), but if you have a 
minute please tell me what youôre up to 
this half term!  

Now, as well as everything else going on 
in June there are Race For Life runs all 
over our local area - my mum and I are 
running  in the Bath event, and although 
running doesn't appeal to many (or me) 
it'll be a great day out and a really good 
way of raising money and awareness for 
cancer research.  

The festival season is also in full swing in 
June as we have music festival T4 On 
the Beach on the beach at Weston-super
-Mare on the 4th June - tickets may still 
be available from the official website or 
from people selling. If not the whole gig is 
shown live on Channel 4). The big one ï 
Glastonbury is from 23rd to 27th June. 
Unfortunately all tickets are sold out from 
the official website but you may find 
someone selling tickets via eBay etc, but 
once again highlights will be shown on 
BBC channels as usual.  

So I hope you have an eventful, fun, 

Golden Fleece Cricket Club  

25th Anniversary This year is the club's 
25th anniversary and we are asking if 
there are any ex-players who would like 
to be involved in the Chairman's vs. 
President's match on Sunday 25th July. 
We have had 2 responses already and it 
would be good to see as many players as 
possible to celebrate this landmark. 
Please get in touch (708704). 

Howard Fountain , Team Captain 

enjoyable and successful month.  

Good luck to those of you taking exams, 
and please feel free to contact me by e-
mail/facebook/text or phone (I donôt bite, I  
promise). 

Thanks for reading as always é Jazz! 

Jasmine Cainey,  
                 Young peopleôs correspondent      
             jasminekmcainey@hotmail.co.uk 
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Melksham Rural North  

Neighbourhood Policing Team  

Since last months article we unfortunately 
had another report of a dwelling burglary 
in Bath Road, Atworth sometime between 
the 9th & 10th May when the occupants 
were not at home. This time the offender 
used a garden fork that was lying around 
to prise open patio doors. On entry the 
offenders made a untidy search of the 
address. We wish to speak with anyone 
who may have any information as to who 
is responsible. Dwelling burglaries are a 
concern for the area of Melksham as a 
whole and we continue to promote the 
following safety advice:  

- lock all doors and windows and double 
check they are secure; 

- keep valuables such as handbags, 
laptop computers and mobile phones 
out of reach and out of sight; 

- never Leave spare keys in a hiding place 
such as under a stone or plant pot 
because offenders do find them; 

- lock up your sheds or garages; 
 - start up or join a Neighbourhood Watch 

(NHW) Scheme. 

Everyone knows that the police are here 
to fight crime, but we need your help to do 
an effective job. Neighbourhood Watch (or 
Home Watch as it is known in some 
areas) is all about an active partnership 
with the police. Neighbourhood Watch 
schemes can: 

- cut crime and opportunities for crime; 
- help & reassure those who live in fear of 

crime; 
- encourage neighbourliness and closer 

communities; 
- provide a better place to live work & play 

For those of you interested in starting up 
or joining an existing scheme then please 
do get in touch with me. Further details 
are on the web address given below. 

Another incident to report to Atworth 
residents is the series of graffiti tags that 
have cropped up across the village. Black 
and silver marker pens were used to write 

the letters RSPM? on signs, park 
benches, bus shelters and on the Youth 
centre shelter. These markings have been 
located between the Youth Centre and in 
various locations along the road all the 
way up to the bus shelter in Shaw. Graffiti 
is criminal damage in the eyes of the law. 
It is a permanent mark defacing signs, 
óbus shelters etc which requires cleaning 
up afterwards. At present we do not know 
who is responsible and we are unsure of 
what RSPM? stands for but it could quite 
easily be someone's initials or something 
similar that is recognisable to one of the 
residents out there. We have no timescale 
for when these markings have shown up 
but we believe they have occurred in the 
past 4 weeks. If you have any knowledge 
of what these markings refer to or who is 
responsible then please get in touch with 
me using the contact points below. 
Likewise if you are aware of any other 
signs of this damage occurring elsewhere 
in your area then let me know. 

We hold monthly 'Drop-in' surgeries at the 
Independent Church, 12:30-1:30pm every 
4th Tuesday and Neston farm shop, 
11:00am-noon every 4th Thursday, each 
month. This is your chance to speak with 
a member of your local Neighbourhood 
Policing Team whether you have a query 
or just want to get to know us, do pop in! 

We also hold a half hour 'Police Surgery' 
before the start of each Atworth Parish 
Council meeting in the Village Hall.  

You can contact your local NPT on 0845 
408 7000 ext 728817  or by email to: 
melkshamruralnorthnpt@wiltshire.pnn.poli
ce.uk. 

For more about neighbourhood policing 
visit our website at: www.wiltshire.police.uk. 

You can also call Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111 to report something anonymously.  

Thank you for reading,  

Barry Dalton , PC 1947 
                        Community Beat Manager  

10/06 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group   

53 members attended our May meeting, 
even though we had to change our date. 

The table was piled high with knitted and 
crocheted items including a rabbit and a 
ballerina puppet and some well dressed 
puppets with posh hats. People are clever 
at adapting the original pattern. 

An anonymous donor gave some money to 
our fund, and we would like to thank Angela 
from Corsham for passing it on. 

Fi from the British Legion attended the 
meeting and was very interested in the 
Committeeôs idea to knit some poppies for 
them. She would like us to knit at least 
1,000 and the members were very keen to 
get started. Luckily we have a large 
quantity of suitable red wool. The British 
Legion and possibly the press will attend 
our meeting on 1st July to take photos of us 
all knitting these poppies. If anyone else 
would like a pattern please contact us and 
we can supply it. 

We have also been asked to give talks 
about our club to the Chippenham Civil 
Service Retirement Fellowship and to a 
Ladies group in West Lavington. 

We managed to complete a Nativity set for 
the Community Foundation and thanks to 
all those who made the figures. 

Thursday September 16th, 10:00am-noon 
is our coffee morning, knit-in and bring & 
buy sale to raise money for the Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance, in the Community Centre. 
Thursday 14th October is our Library sit-in . 

We meet monthly on each first Thursday in 
Corsham Community Centre from 10:00am 
- noon. Just bring a cup, £2.00 and we will 
provide chat, companionship and of course 
wool and needles. 

For more information contact: 
     Peg Smith         01249 713879 or 
     Margaret Gibbs 01225 810621 

Margaret Gibbs , 
                 Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 

Atworth Village Hall  

The Management Committee wish to 
continue with the project of double 
glazing in order to save energy and 
improve our hall facilities.  

Ideas are needed to obtain the funding, 
as the cost is comparatively small and 
does not attract grants (we will continue 
to seek out  possibilities but these will no 
doubt need 'community matching'). 
Kirstie and Nathan at 'White Hart' have 
led the way with donations from pub 
community events.  

Any ideas on how we can raise a further 
£1000 in the next three or four months 
would be very welcome! Please contact 
Bill Cooke, Derek Edwards or Mavis 
King. 

Village Hall trustees  

Opera Sulis  

Summer Serenade  

Opera Sulis will be performing at The 
Cause in Chippenham on Saturday 12th 
June.  The concert, entitled 'Music for a 
Summer's Evening' promises to be full of 
a variety of musical styles.  Compare 
Andrew Hopwood, who delighted the 
audience with his humour last year, will 
be joined by Susan Coates, Anne Braley, 
Carlos Alonso, Gavin Davies and Oli 
Hounsell. The Musical Director and 
pianist will be Nicholas Goodall who is 
also director of music at Stonar School. 
This proved to be a very popular concert 
last year so booking in advance is 
advised.  

Tickets priced at £10 & £8 (concessions) 
are available via 01249 657727 or 07969 
225938. The concert starts at 7:30pm. 

A bar and refreshments will be available. 
A retiring collection will be made for 
Dorothy House Hospice. 

Jonathan Sharp  


