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Dates for your Diary 

REGULAR EVENTS 

First Monday 7:30pm Atworth History Group      OctoberðMay in the village hall 

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
  7:00-9:00pm       
 1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:30pm                   

Keep Fit £4.00 (Julie Reid 01225 766844) in the village hall 
Atworth Youth Club at the Youth Centre, Studley Farm Lane 

Atworth Independent Church The Women's Fellowship 

Wednesdays 3:30pm Atworth Independent Church Bible Club (term time only 

First Thursday 10:00am-noon 
Each Thursday 7:30-9:30pm 

Corsham Knitting & Crochet  room 1, Arts Centre Corsham 

Atworth Youth Club - Over 13s at the Youth Centre 

Last Sunday 2:00-4:00pm 
  except December 

Atworth Museum open in the Poplar Farm barn 
 including a Childrenôs Quiz with prizes 

MARCH 2010 

Monday 1st 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group in the village hall 
 Nurses in Victorian Salisbury with Jane Howells 

Tuesday 2nd 1:45-2:15pm Homes Mobile Library Shell Court  

Tuesday 9th 9:30-10:00am Chippenham Mobile Library Mead Park 

Wednesday 10th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth Village Hall & Recreation Ground in the village hall 
 Annual General Meeting of the Trustees  

Saturday 13th 
  11:00am-noon 
 
  2:00pm 

Bradford-on-Avon Library at the Library 
 Letôs Make a Book with Ruth Walton 
Broughton Gifford Annual Bazaar Broughton-G village hall 
 In Aid of Cancer Research UK please see p.5 for details 

Monday 15th 7:30pm Atworth WI      Annual General Meeting in the village hall 

Saturday 20th 
  7:30pm 

Corsham Choral Society in St Bartholomewôs Church, Corsham 
 Concert with Choir, Orchestra & Organ please see p.19  

Tuesday 23rd 9:30-10:00am 
  12:30-1:30pm 

Chippenham Mobile Library Mead Park 

Neighbourhood Policing Team at the Independent Church 

Wednesday 24th all day Digital TV Switchover Chippôm, Devizes & Tôbridge Libraries 

Thursday 25th all day 
  11:00am-noon 

Digital TV Switchover Chippôm, Devizes & Tôbridge Libraries 

Neighbourhood Policing Team at Neston Park Farm Shop 

Sunday 28th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum Open                 in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

APRIL 2010 

Monday 12th 
  7:30pm 

Atworth History Group   in the village hall 
 The Early History of Chippenham with Mr M Stone 

Sunday 25th 
  2:00-4:00pm 

Atworth Museum Open                 in the Poplar Farm barn 
 Including a quiz for children, with prizes 

Submit your items for the April 2010 magazine to: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
or post or hand deliver to the Editor at 8 Clock Tower View, Atworth SN12 8LJ. 

Next copy date: 12th March 2010 

This picture of another of Atworthôs multitude of weather vanes was kindly provided 
by David Webb. 

Many more are to be found on the village website (address below). 

Atworth village on the web (Diary/Associations/Businesses): 

www.atworth.org.uk 

The Atworth  

Village Magazine 
March 2010 Volume 33 Number 7 
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March 2010 Editorial 

Yet another very busy magazine. And that 
reminds me to remind advertisers and 
contributors that each month, the 
magazine fills so rapidly that I am always 
in a bit of a quandary in allocating space is 
a fair way. As a result I nearly always 
have to trim our longer articles to make 
them fit, and I hope contributors forgive 
me for that. But please donôt let it stop you 
sending your items in - I still need them! 

And Iôd like to remind advertisers to please 
pay our invoices promptly as priority 
space is given to early payers. 

Kenneth Spencer, Editor 

The Atworth Village Magazine 
Advertising rates & conditions 

per issue from 1st November 2009 

Size        Issues: 1-5 (each) 6-11 12+ 
Whole page £20.00 £19.50  £19.00 
Half page £11.00 £10.50 £10.00 
Quarter page £7.00 £6.50 £6.00 
Eighth page £5.00 £4.50 £4.00 

Invoices are issued, and, to assure your 
advertisement, must be paid on receipt. 
For advertising booking, availability and 
pricing, contact Kenneth Spencer (Editor). 

Copy (all advertising & content): 
Please email, post, or hand deliver all copy 
with your postal address & fixed line 
telephone  number (no mobiles) to: 
Email: magazine@atworth.org.uk 
Post: The Editor,  
 Atworth Village Magazine 
 8 Clock Tower View 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
Copy Date: 
12th of month preceding the cover date—
copy received later will miss the publication! 
Advice on advertising is on the magazine 
pages of the Atworth Village website. 

Please pay on receipt of your invoice: cash 
or cheque payable to “Atworth Village 
Magazine”. Send (payments only) to: 
Post: Jim Marsden 
 22 Godwins Close 
 Atworth 
 Wiltshire SN12 8LD 
Email: finance@atworth.org.uk 
Telephone: 01225 791728 

Receipts: please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with your payment. 

Distribution : for matters of subscription or 
delivery, please talk to Don Coote. 
Telephone: 01225 705512 
Email: distribution@atworth.org.uk 

NB. No liability will be accepted for loss or 
damage caused by error or omission from 
advertisements or content. The Editor is not 
responsible for views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to the magazine.  

We reserve the right to edit submissions as 
necessary. 
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Correspondence 

One message only this month: 

Guide Dogs 

Thanks to all who donated household 
items, and to Whitley Post Office who hold 
posters of ongoing events in their window, 
and are holding a collection tin. 

You can still donate on my website:  
http://www.justgiving.com/hayley-neal 

I raised £400 from the Skydive and the 
Swindon Fun Run. 

Thank you 

Hayley 

<10/03 

ñLook after the pennies and the pounds will 
look after themselves.ò  

I can hear at least one of my old friends 
saying ñthatôs typical, Rodney never carried 
his wallet on him anyhowò. Be as that may, 
this saying has struck me to be relevant lately. 

Is it just in financial matters we should look 
after the pennies (12 to the shilling - 
remember?).  I think not; in all walks of life it is 
a case of taking care of the small things and 
often the larger ones fall into place or come 
naturally. If our attitude is that small details 
matter, it affects our whole outlook. 

Speeding or parking carelessly shows an 
intolerance to the dangers others might be in. 
Photocopying copyright material disregards 
the livelihood of those who produce the 
originals. Lying and cheating over small 
matters can easily lead to greater 
misdemeanours.  Does it really matter? 

Does God only get upset about the mass 
murderer or those who cause violence to 
children or the elderly?  The Bible indicates all 
sin to be a serious affront to Godôs holiness. 
The Epistle of James chapter 2, verse 10 
reads ñfor whoever keeps the whole law and 
yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 
breaking it allò.  (NIV).  So is there any hope?  
Read 1st Epistle of John chapter 1 for this 
encouragement ñHe (Jesus) is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousnessò.   

No Bible?  Search www.BibleGateway.com 

Rodney Price, Atworth Independent Church 
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Environmentally Speaking 

Do readers know é Wiltshire has forty 
percent of the world's chalk grassland, in 
places like the Westbury White Horse, an 
d the Salisbury Plain?  

Morgan's Hill near Devizes is a wonderful 
area for walks, where wildflowers abound.   
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, in Devizes, can 
provide all-year round ideas for walks, 
outdoor events, and conservation work, 
through their membership.  

You can contact them on 01380 725670.  

Our Environmental Correspondent 

 

 

 

ATWORTH  
INDEPENDENT 

CHURCH 
 
 

The Chapel by the Clock Tower 
Pastor: John Schofield (01249 758864) 
[www.atworthindependentchurch.org.uk] 

A Warm Welcome to our Services to All 

Sunday services 
 11:00am & 6:00pm except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday each month: 
 11:00am & 3:15pm followed by tea 
 

Womenôs Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Tuesday each month: 2:30pm 
 Further details from Janice (709129) 
 

Bible Club for boys and girls 
 Wednesdays at 3:30pm term time only 

Bazaar in aid of Cancer Research UK 

Our annual Bazaar to raise money for 
Cancer Research UK will be held on 
Saturday 13th March at 2:00pm at Broughton 
Gifford Village Hall (behind The Fox public 
house). 

Any items such  as bric-a-brac, toiletries, 
kitchenware, books or toys you may wish to 
sort out for us will be gratefully received - we 

can collect. Please óphone Sasha on 
01225 783336 
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Council review of A & B class roads. 

Community digital mapping The Clerk was 
asked to find a parish using the process and 
obtain information to be considered at the 
Councilôs next meeting. 

Adopt Telephone Kiosk After debate it was 
agreed; proposed Alan Bagnell, seconded 
Bob Hole that the Parish Council should not 
adopt and appeal against the removal of the 
kiosk on the main road through the Village. 

Clock Tower servicing It was agreed; 
proposed Bill Cooke, seconded Bob Hole, 
that the Clerk be authorised to agree a 
running contract for servicing the clock. 

Atworth Youth Club financial support for 
repairs. After debate it was agreed; 
proposed John Lambert, seconded Robert 
Floyd that the Parish Council meet half the 
cost (£825) of the repairs. It was suggested 
to the Youth Club Organiser that Neston 
Estate be consulted about the problem and 
asked if it could assist resolution. 

Atworth Youth Club eligibility to join. It was 
concluded that eligibility to be a member of 
the Youth Club was a matter for the Youth 
Club as reflected in its constitution. It was 
agreed; proposed John Lambert, seconded 
Bob Hole that Tom McMahon should be the 
Parish Council representative on the Youth 
Club Committee. 

Reports None 

Planning Applications 

AT09/02810 55 Mount Pleasant 
 add detached house .. approved 

AT09/02946 135 Bath Rd ....ground floor extô
  ........................... now approved 

AT09/03231 Churchfields School ... retention 
 of tempô classrooms .. approved 

AT09/03303/5 The Old Forge, Bradford Rd 
 single storey extô........ approved 

CO09/02158 Neston Estate .................quarry 
    The Parish Council concluded that no 
      additional comment was necessary 

Authorisation of Cheques 

English Landscapes. grass cutting ..... £214.66 

Aqueous, parish survey. ½ cost .......... £404.23 

P Sullivan ............ bus shelter repair ...... £40.00 

J Williams ........... village hall boiler ... £1725.00 

Aqueous, parish survey, remainder ... £317.60                             

Approved; proposed Bob Hole, seconded 
John Lambert. 

Any other business 

Grit Bin, Coronation Road. The Clerk was 
asked to arrange for this bin to be 
reinstated, other locations reviewed and that 
bins were restocked. 

The meeting concluded at 9:45pm 

Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesdays 17th March (apologies Robert 
Floyd) & 19th May 2010 in the Village Hall. 
The Parish Assembly will be on Wednesday 
21st April 2010. 

Charles Boyle, Parish Clerk 

Skills
3
 (Skills Cubed) 

Skills3 offers a new range of weekend 
experiences in Wiltshire, from brain training 
to getting ski-fit, reptile handling to 
refereeing and millinery to adventure travel. 

Skills3 is a new initiative in gaining 
knowledge. Experience days take place on 
weekends at Wiltshire College venues 
across the county and are luxurious and life
-enhancing from start to finish. They will be 
delivered by professional, instructors. They 
could be the first step in enriching 
participantsô lives by immersing them in 
exciting new concepts and adventures. 

The initiative may also bring more tourists 
to Wiltshire. Couples can check in to one of 
the countyôs fine hotels or B-and-Bs for the 
weekend and take part in a Skills Cubed 
experience in the day, with a tasty lunch. 

Experiences are designed to be practical 
and flexible. New skills can be acquired or 
new interests developed in a hours or days. 

The first experiences were in Personal 
Training, Golf and Car Maintenance. They 
will be followed by a programme of exciting 
weekend courses into the future. New 
experiences are being added to the website 
all the time - visit http://www.skills3.co.uk to 
keep updated. 

Karen Earnshaw, Wiltshire College 
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Atworth History Group 

On Monday 1st February well over 40 
members of the History Group welcomed 
the second speaker of 2010. John 
Girvan's talk was entitled Victorian 
Inventions.  

John was born and brought up in 
Devizes. He is a traditional blacksmith 
who runs the Canal Forge at Lower 
Wharf in Devizes where he produces 
specialised hot forged work and general 
fabrications. He has been involved in 
several TV programmes and gives 
guided walks around Devizes.  

The talk was a light hearted look at some 
weird and wonderful inventions of the 
Victorian era illustrated by slides of 
engravings of the period as well as old 
artefacts. We saw early attempts at flight 
showing strange heavy looking objects 
often powered by a be-suited gentleman 
pedalling the contraption. Next were 
cycles including a monocycle with a 
massive wheel, a bicycle with a rider 
carrying four children, and a French 
tricycle which painted adverts of the road 
surface as it went along. Other inventions 
included trains such as an early steam 
version of the monorail, paddle boats, a 
ship with wheels, a sea walking costume, 
various amusing shower arrangements 
and so on.  

Other pictures were of inventions which 
changed our lives such as Edison's 
electric light bulb (1880), Bell's telephone 
(1877) and Pathé's phonograph. There 
was a boring machine which started an 
attempt to tunnel under the Channel, well 
before itôs time and a dishwasher which 
looked as though few plates would 
survive the cleaning process.  

Many more slides were shown and then 
John explained the artefacts he had 
brought along with him. These included 
an ultra violet ray machine, an Edison 
Amberol record and a telephone. 
Members were asked if they would like to 
try the Galvic Electro Therapy machine 
originally used in Devizes Asylum. 

Surprisingly there were no volunteers!  

After this most amusing talk, Peter 
Chadwick gave a vote of thanks on 
behalf of those present.  

The History Group Museum will be open 
from 2:00-4:00pm on Sunday 28th 
February.  

The next History Group meeting will be in 
the Village Hall at 7:30pm on Monday 1st 
March when the talk by Jane Howells will 
be about Nurses in Victorian Salisbury. 
Visitors and new members are welcome. 

David Nott, Atworth History Group 

Atworth WI 

On a cold January evening, Atworth WI 
was transported to warm, sunny Lebanon 
in the company of Mrs. Wafaa Powell for 
our óBelly Dancing Experienceô.   

Belly dancing originated in the Arab world 
at least 2000 years ago. It is a womanôs 
dance: performed by women as a way to 
maintain their health; to control childbirth 
pain and to keep pelvic muscles toned 
throughout life. The movements improve 
posture and circulation and exercise 
joints.  Belly dancing remains today an art 
that is performed in families to celebrate 
happy occasions, helping women to 
express their feelings and emotions. It 
shows the fluid movements of the hands, 
arms hips and legs and accommodates 
slow and graceful movements or quick 
and energetic ones, depending on the 
music. 

This was a participation event: the chairs 
went to the walls and we lined up in rows 
with enough space to spread our arms 
wide. There followed practice in throwing 
a hip, rippling arm movements and pelvic 
tilting.  When Wafaa did it, it really did look 
like birds in flight. When I did it, it was 
more a case of óhippo washing her horns 
in the shallowsô. However, quite a number 
of other members were very adept at the 
fluid movements and had real potential as 
dancers. And the overall result was lots of 

(continued on page 9) 
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Parish Plan. In the absence of John Polhill, 
who sent apologies, the Parish Clerk 
provided a report. The analysis of the ótick 
boxesô had just been received and would be 
considered by the Sub-group. The Clerk 
provided a short resume of its contents. The 
Parish Council expressed their thanks for the 
work done to date and particularly by Mr & 
Mrs Polhill.  

School Travel Plan The Parish Clerk 
reported that he has asked Wiltshire 
Highways Authority to resolve a problem 
seeing people attempting to use the 
pedestrian crossing from south to north. The 
Clerk had not been able to set up an event to 
mark the crossing due to the inclement 
weather. He would do so asap. He would 
also start the process to obtain a 20mph 
speed limit at  Churchfields.  

Accounts 09/10 & Precept 2010/11 The 
Parish Council approved the Balance Sheet 
at end of December 2009; proposed Bob 
Hole, seconded John Lambert. After 
discussion it was agreed; proposed Bill 
Cooke, seconded Alan Bagnell that £100 is 
provided to support the Wiltshire Music 
Centre musical activity at Churchfields; 
subject to the proviso that it was for the 
Atworth site only. The Parish Council further 
considered the proposals on Financial Rules 
& Risk Management. Subject to a couple of 
amendments and clarifications it was agreed; 
proposed Maureen Weston, seconded Bob 
Hole that the Financial Regulations be 
adopted and published. Subject to a couple 
of amendments and clarifications it was 
agreed, proposed Bill Cooke, seconded 
Robert Floyd that the Risk Management 
Schedule be adopted and published. The 
Clerk was asked to check whether Council 
Property, the Village Hall & Youth Club, were 
registered at the Land Registry.  

Copse of Pines Mount Pleasant Madame 
Chairman reported that the public meeting 
held on 23rd November had supported the 
proposal to improve the Copse. Wiltshire 
Council had provided a quote (£1750) to 
complete the work. It was agreed; proposed 
John Lambert, seconded Bob Hole that the 
work be commissioned. The Clerk was 
asked to approach Sovereign Housing for a 

contribution, say £600, and the Area Board 
for a similar sum.  The action needed to be 
taken to close the existing footpath would be 
dealt with separately and after this initial 
stage. 

Village Bier, refurbishment The Clerk 
advised that this remained to be done but 
should await work on other issues, e.g. the 
Copse of Pines, the Parish Council 
concurred. 

Securing the Village Green The Clerk 
reported that Wiltshire Council would provide 
a grant for this work. After discussion it was 
agreed that a quote from English 
Landscapes for £1775 be accepted; 
proposed John Lambert, seconded Alan 
Bagnell. The Clerk was asked to seek £900 
from the Area Board towards the work. 

Request for Bus Shelter Madame Chairman 
reported that the Clerk has set up a meeting 
with the residents of the houses close to the 
proposed site of the shelter; on Saturday 
23rd January. It was agreed he should report 
back to the Planning Committee to consider 
the comments and agree way forward. 

Wiltshire 2026 Planning Wiltshireôs Future 
The Clerk reported back on his attendance at 
the meeting on 26th November. Wiltshire 
Council could neither comment on what 
ómoderateô development meant in terms of 
number of dwellings nor on possible location. 

Speeding and Mobile Speed Signs letter 
from Melksham Without PC. The Clerk 
confirmed that he had written in support of 
MWPC application to the Area Board for 
additional Speed Advisory Units. 

Noise Nuisance letter from Broughton Gifford 
PC. The Clerk confirmed that he had written 
to the owner of the land where the incidents 
occurred: the matter appeared to be 
resolved. 

Sewer Pipe blockage outside the Village 
Hall. The Parish Clerk reported that due to 
the inclement weather it had not been 
possible to deal with the repair. He would put 
in hand. 

Correspondence 

Speed Limit Review Madame Chairman 
drew the Councilôs attention to the Wiltshire 
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laughter, good exercise and fun.  

Wafaa visits local schools as part of 
cultural awareness sessions, runs weekly 
classes in Trowbridge and organises 
dance demonstrations for parties, groups 
and fundraising events. Her email is 
wafaapowell@yahoo.co.uk and website is 
www.ibellydance.co.uk.   

We enjoyed a brilliant evening and hope 
for a chance to sample her demo on 
Lebanese food. 

In February, we welcome óThe Bobby Van 
Trustô and in March hold our AGM. In the 
pipeline for 2010-11 are visits to the 
British Legion poppy factory and Wilton 
House, garden visits and craft days. We 
continue with our local afternoon walks 
and informal craft sessions. For further 
information on all of these activities, 
contact Lesley Adam on 01225 704096 or 
visit a meeting on the 3rd Monday of each 
Month (except August) at 7:30pm in the 
Village Hall.  

The new WI motto is óInspiring Womenô ï 
we try both to be that and to do that. You 
will be most welcome. 

Patricia Ruffell, Atworth WI 

 
Please make sure that we have your 

annual programme of events for 

inclusion in the Atworth Village 

magazine and for completion on the 

Atworth Village website. 

You can simply email details to: 

magazine@atworth.org.uk 

Atworth Youth Club 

Our AGM was held on 25th January. Our 
Parish Council Chairman Mrs Effie Gale-
sides most kindly chaired the meeting, 
which was well attended. Mrs Wendy 
McMahon was elected to the post of 
Chairman for 2010, taking on the all-
important role of steering a new committee 
towards taking over Atworth Youth Club in 
May, when Mavis and Ken King retire. The 
time lapse will enable the new committee 
to sort out roles and take on responsibili-
ties at a manageable speed. Youth Clubs 
are somewhat like schools, i.e. burdened 
with legislation and time consuming paper-
work. March will see a group of seventeen 
teenagers go off to Osmington Activities 
Centre for a weekend of sports and team-
building. Thanks to financial assistance 
from Atworth Parish Council, exterior 
building improvements were completed 
last month, namely new guttering and re-
organised drainage which will stop rain 
water seeping under the base. We are 
very proud that the interior has remained 
'looking good' for almost fifteen years, so it 
is imperative not to have it spoiled by 
dampness. It is intended to continue with 
two sessions per week, catering for the 50 
members - all thanks to the good people 
who staff the sessions. 

Mavis and Teams, Atworth Youth Club 

Neighbourhood Watch 

As reported in the last issue, an Atworth 
resident contacted the Neighbourhood 
Policing Team following a doorstep 
incident with a person selling goods from a 
hold-all. Neighbourhood Watch in action! 
The resident took the trouble to phone the 
police, and as a result a criminal was 
brought to justice.  

We understand that the Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme system is to be revised/
revitalised for Wiltshire. Details will be 
provided soon. 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

Digital TV Switchover 

Age Concern Wiltshire will run advice 
sessions around the digital switchover 
days (24th/25th March & 7th/8th April) in 
the libraries in Chippenham, Trowbridge 
& Devizes.  

No appointment is needed, just call in 
and ask for advice. 

Age Concern Wiltshire is also looking for 
helpers with these sessions. Ring Nick 
Whelan of Age Concern Wiltshire, on 
01380 735522 if you think you can help. 

Atworth Youth Club staff member Simon 
can provide guidance and leaflets on the 
change from analogue to digital TV to 
any Atworth pensioner. Contact Simon 
on 01225 706202 for a leaflet. 
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Corsham Choral Society 
Saturday March 20th at 7:30pm 

St. Bartholomew's Church Corsham 

FAURE Requiem 
ELGAR: Serenade for Strings  
BLISS: Pastoral  

Gabriel Fauré wrote his famous Requiem 
in 1887 in response to the death of his 
father. This beautifully melodic work has 
become one of the most popular  works  in  
the choral repertoire. The poignant 'Pie 
Jesu' and beautiful 'In Paradisium' are 
particularly moving. The choir are 
accompanied by String Orchestra & Organ. 

Who can resist Elgar's Serenade for 
Strings ,written before his famous Enigma 
Variations, and full of soaring melodies. 
Elgar admired the work of Bliss, who was 
much younger, and Bliss dedicated the first 
performance of Pastoral to Elgar. Pastoral 
is a celebration of Pan during the 
Shepherd's Holiday, a picture of the  
countryside and rural life. The 
orchestration is beautiful. The strings are 
joined by flute and timpani.  

The Conductor is Colin Howard. 

Definitely a concert for your diary! 

New members are always welcome. 

Tickets are available from the Corsham 
Bookshop in the High Street, telephone 
01249715988, from members, or at the 
door. 

Enquiries to Helen Snowball on 01225 
708366. 

Bagnell.  

Matters Arising 

Unitary Authority for Wiltshire Effie Gale-Sides 
reported on her attendance at the Area Board 
meeting on 16th December. She was 
delighted that the Village Hall Trustees had 
been successful in the bid for a grant to 
replace the goalposts on the Recreation Field. 
She also reported on the AGM of the Area 
Partnership. She was on the Finance 
Committee and Mrs King on the Youth 
Committee. The next meeting of the Area 
Board would be on 3rd February; if any 
Councillor would like to attend could they 
please let the Clerk know. The Clerk reported 
that Wiltshire Council had decided that 
expenses incurred for Parish Council 
elections would be borne by the County. 
Resulting in a small saving to the Precept. 

Community Policing Madame Chairman 
welcomed PC Barry Dalton. PC Dalton 
reported on incidents in the past two months. 
PC Dalton focussed particularly on ópeddlersô. 
He would encourage residents who felt 
intimidated or were subject to abusive 
language to contact the Police immediately. 
As the Neighbourhood Tasking Meeting had 
focussed on dog fouling he had suggested 
that Mr Williams (Wiltshire Council Dog 
Warden) attend this meeting. Madame 
Chairman thanked him for his attendance and 
for the efforts he and his colleagues were 
putting into policing the Parish.  

Dog Fouling Madame Chairman welcomed 
Sebastian Williams to the meeting. Mr 
Williams reported that much of their work 
recently has been concentrated on pest 
control and stray dogs. However they were 
looking to expand their activities on dog 
fouling. They were looking to empower other 
Wiltshire Council employees, e.g. Ground 
Maintenance Staff, to impose statutory fines. 
There followed a discussion on what could be 
done to improve matters in Atworth. 
Councillors were asked to let the Clerk know 
in the next few days where signs should be 
displayed. A review of all bye-laws would also 
be carried out in February; this would have 
implications for the Recreation Field. Madame 
Chairman thanked Mr Williams for attending 
and PC Dalton for arranging.   

Atworth Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday 20th January 2010 

Apologies: County Councillor Mark Griffiths, 
offered his apologies. 

Attending: Effie Gale-Sides, Bill Cooke, Alan 
Bagnell, Robert Floyd, Bob Hole, John 
Lambert, Tom McMahon, Richard Schoppler 
& Maureen Weston. 

Minutes: The Minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved with one amendment; 
proposed Maureen Weston, seconded Alan 
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The Benefice of Atworth with Shaw and Whitley 
Revd. Jill Perrett 01225 703498 

Church Services and Notices for March and Easter 2010 
 

7th March .......... Lent 3  ............................ 10:00am ..... Parish Communion  ........... St. Michael’s, Atworth 

14th March ........ Mothering Sunday  ......... 9:00am ...... Said Communion BCW ........ Christ Church, Shaw 
 ..........................  ....................................... 10:00am ..... Let’s Celebrate Together  ... St Michael’s, Atworth 
21st March ........ Passion Sunday  .............. 10:00am ..... Parish Communion  .............. Christ Church, Shaw 

28th March ........ Psalm Sunday  ............... 10:00am ..... Parish Communion  ............ St Michael’s, Atworth 

1st April ............ Maundy Thursday  .......... 7:30pm ...... Communion with stripping the altar . St Michael’s, Atworth 

2nd April ........... Good Friday ................... 10:00am ..... Devotional hour ................. St. Michael’s, Atworth 
 ..........................  ........................................ 2:00pm ...... Devotional hour .................... Christ Church, Shaw 

3rd April ............ Easter Saturday ............... 7:30pm ...... Service of Light ................. St. Michael’s, Atworth 
4th April ............ Easter Day....................... 8:00am ...... Said Communion BCP ...... St. Michael’s, Atworth 

 ..........................  ....................................... 10:00am ..... Easter Communion ............... Christ Church, Shaw 

Every Tuesday...  ........................................ 7:00pm  ..... Said Communion BCW ........ Christ Church, Shaw 

Tuesday 23rd ..... Prayer Hour..................... 1:00pm ......  .................................. 61 Godwins Close, Atworth 

 .......................... Bible Study ..................... 7:30pm ......  ................................... 89 Corsham Road, Whitley 

Wednesdays, 10th, 24th ............................. 9:30am ...... Said Communion BCP ....... St Michael’s, Atworth 

Wednesday 31st Compline ........................ 8:30pm ...... Compline  ............................. Christ Church, Shaw 

Friday, 26th  ......  ........................................ 6:30pm ...... Surgery Hour ......................... The Vicarage, Shaw 

For Baptisms, weddings, funerals & other pastoral care please contact Revd. Jill Perrett 

January Events at the Atworth and Shaw churches 

of the Benefice of Atworth with Shaw & Whitely 

January was a busy month for the Benefice of Atworth with Shaw and Whitley with the 
start of Emmaus and two innovative services, all of which have proved very successful 
and well supported, despite the bitterly cold weather. 

After a delayed start due to the snow, the Emmaus course has got under way with 
over forty people from the Benefice, Atworth Independent Church and Whitley 
Methodist Church, meeting at Shaw School each Wednesday evening led by Revôd Jill 
Perrett and Revôd Alison Morley. People have really enjoyed sharing their thoughts 
and asking questions and there is a real buzz in the air on these evenings. 

On Sunday 24th January representatives from seven local churches of different 
denominations, joined the regular congregation at Christ Church Shaw in a special 
service to celebrate Christian Unity, to coincide with the week of prayer for Christian 
Unity. The visitors from the different churches from Melksham and surrounding 
villages shared their experiences about the way they worshipped God, sung and 
prayed together and made new friends over a cup of coffee and biscuits at the end of 
the service. 

On the following Sunday evening, a óSongs of Praiseô was held at St Michael and All 
Angels, Atworth. All the hymns sung had been chosen by members of the 
congregation who introduced their choice with a few words, explaining what that hymn 
meant to them. In addition favourite poems, readings and prayers were read. 

The Revôd Jill Perrett closed the service with prayers. (Just like the televised version!) 

Russell Evans, Chair of Publicity Committee, BASW. 
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Bradford-on-Avon Library 

Our main March event is centred around 
our ñLet's Make a Bookò session in the 
Library on Saturday 13th March from 
11.00am-noon. You will be able to meet 
Ruth Walton, author of the 'Let's Find 
Out' series, and to make your own book 
from recycled materials 

Kathryn Preston, BoA Library 

Camp Out for Charity 

Hello! The cold weather still persists and 
the wearing of warm clothing still exists! 

Now the thing I am about to suggest may 
seem crazy to some but myself and some 
of my classmates think it's a worthy cause 
to suffer for. I'm of course talking about the 
Bath Sleep Out. This event, for charity as 
the name suggests, is a big camp out for 
which friends and family sponsor you. 
Hundreds gather in Bathôs Alice Park and 
sleep beneath the stars (no tents, just you 
and your sleeping bag) from 8pm ótil 8am 
to raise money to help those who are 
forced to sleep out in all conditions every 
night. Although it may be cold, if you bring 
enough friends, hot choccy & enthusiasm I 
believe that you'll feel brilliant afterward! 
Give it a go: visit www.julianhouse.org.uk. 

If that's not ideal for you there is still plenty 
going on in our area to keep weekends 
from getting boring, it's just looking in the 
right place to find the right thing for you! 

Now mid-March is Mothering Sunday (14th 
March) and I'm sure youôre all looking for 
different things to give Mum that are 
preferably inexpensive! I've discovered 
www.activityvillage.co.uk which provides 
brilliant ideas for things to make, such as a 
booklet with tokens Mum can use for you 
to do jobs around the house. If that sounds 
like a lot of work on your behalf there are 
also things like decorative fridge magnets 
or cameo broaches. Thereôs lots to do for 
days like Mothering Sunday and Fatherôs 
Day. Even for £1 you can make something 
your Mum/Dad will cherish for ages. 

So I hope you have fun getting stuck in! I 
also hope youôre starting to look forward to 
the 28th March when British Summer Time 
begins! Lets keep our fingers crossed for 
warm weather, blue skies and a lot of sun.  

Thanks for reading, Jazz! 

Jasmine Cainey, 
                 Young peopleôs correspondent     
jasminekmcainey@hotmail.co.uk 

Corsham One Mile Club 

sets a new record 

Numbers for the One Mile Club, which 
operates from the Springfield Centre on 
Wednesday evenings, have steadily built 
up since the club was founded two years 
ago. Last Wednesday forty-six people ran a 
mile, beating the record set last summer.   

The majority of those who attend are 
children accompanied by their parents.  
Activities include: runs, relays, hill work, 
games, treasure-hunts and there was even 
a spooky Halloween run late last year. 
There is a separate run for adults 
unaccompanied by children. 

There are certificates for reaching various 
milestones and sixty-nine people have 
been awarded one for running a total of ten 
miles. Wiltshire Council gave a grant for 
specially printed T-shirts and these are 
presented after fifteen miles.  Besides the 
twenty and thirty mile certificates, nine 
people have received special óI Ran 50 
Milesô T-shirts, receiving a certificate too. 

Twins John and Simon Hible (aged 8) are 
both nearing seventy-five miles and will 
receive medals for this outstanding 
achievement. 

In all, members of the club have run more 
than 2500 miles. Who says that Britainôs 
young are couch potatoes? 

The One Mile Club meets at 6:15pm on 
Wednesdays for children accompanied by 
a parent and at 6:45pm for other adults or 
older teenagers. 

For more details telephone 01249 712015. 
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Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group  

WOW! No ice, no snow so this month 66 
members came to the club, including 
several new members, bringing with them 
armfuls of knitted items. 

We had asked for 100 hats for our Mali 
project by March but we received 361 in 
February. WOW - overwhelming. We also 
received blankets, jumpers, mittens, 
scarves, glove puppets and bedsocks, all of 
a very high standard. Congratulations! 

By the time this is printed we will have 
enjoyed our February Christmas Lunch, 
and hopefully Liz will be making enquiries 
about a coach trip to the annual Knitting 
and Craft Show at Shepton Mallet. 

The committee will be discussing new 
projects, but ideas are always welcome 
from members - meantime sweaters for 5, 6 
and 7 yr olds in the Ukraine are in demand. 
We also need volunteers to make a knitted 
nativity set for St Cyriacs Church Lacock. 
Please see Margaret if you would like to 
make one of the characters. We still have 
the patterns. If you have any suggestions, 
either for items to be knitted or know of any 
groups who would like to receive some of 
our knitted goods, please let one of the 
committee know, and we will look into it. 

The raffle, in aid of Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance, is ongoing. It will be drawn at 
the March meeting. First prize is a yearôs, 
second prize is six monthôs, membership of 
the Group. Other prizes include a black 
poncho and a crocheted blanket. 

We meet monthly on each first Thursday in 
Corsham Community Centre from 10:00am 
- noon. Just bring a cup, £2.00 and we will 
provide chat, companionship and of course 
wool and needles. 

For more information contact: 
     Peg Smith         01249 713879 or 
     Margaret Gibbs 01225 810621 

Margaret Gibbs, 
                 Corsham Knitting & Crochet Group 

Atworth Village Hall & Recreation 
Ground (Charity no. 305461)                        

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of Atworth 
Village Hall & Recreation Ground will be 
held on Wednesday 10th March 2010 in the 
Village Hall at 7:30pm. 

All persons over the age of eighteen years 
living in Atworth are entitled to attend. 

The Hall & Recreation Ground was 
registered as a Charity in 1965 and all 
communities using the premises on a 
regular basis provide a Trustee. However 
more support is always needed and village 
representatives are always required as 
Trustees. Volunteers are therefore vital to 
ensure the future of the amenities provided 
by the Recreation Ground & Hall. 
Committee meetings are held every two 
months and rarely last more than an hour. 

Do please come to the AGM when the 
Chairman will give his Annual Report and 
the Treasurer will summarise the financial 
position.. 

Derek Edwards, 
     Village Hall & Recreation Ground Trustees 

Atworth Parish Plan 

We are at the interesting stage of looking at 
the statistics from the questionnaire and 
putting comments into context. We are also 
deciding on the presentation of the plan, 
which is exciting and time consuming! We 
are working towards producing an interim 
plan in the spring, which will be available 
for viewing. The final draft of the plan will 
be in everyone's home at the end of the 
year. Please contact any member of the 
steering committee if you wish to bring 
anything to our attention. We meet on 
March 16th at 3:45pm, in the village school. 
Interested residents are most welcome. 

If you feel you can help in any way please 
contact charlesjboyle@yahoo.co.uk,  
or telephone 01225 703603. 

Lynne Spencer,  
                      Parish Plan Steering Group 
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LOCAL COMPUTER SUPPORT, SOFTWARE, DATABASE AND WEB DESIGN 

for Small Business, Sole Professionals and Residential Users 

8 Clock Tower View, Atworth, Wiltshire SN12 8LJ 
T: 0843 2899728   M : 07768 738235   F: 0870 706 2590  

W: http://www.kaspencer.com E: kas@kaspencer.com 
Let us help to solve your home & business computing  problems. 

Business users: we design software, databases and websites. 
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Melksham Rural North 

Neighbourhood Policing Team  

This month, there are several things to 
report to Atworth residents. On 11th 
January 2010 we had a report of damage 
to a car in Mead Park, most likely 
overnight. It appears to be an isolated 
incident with no other reports of criminal 
damage to cars occurring in the area. We 
are not fully sure how the damage was 
caused but as always we are calling for 
anyone who has any information to come 
forward and speak to the Police.  

On the evening of the 19th January 2010 
Police were called to assist with a single 
vehicle collision in Bradford Road just as it 
leaves Atworth. The car had overturned but 
thankfully there were no injuries. At the 
time I arrived there were already people 
present and we had the assistance of a 
local farmer to help turn the car upright and 
move it to a safer location. Unfortunately at 
the time I was unable to thank those who 
helped that evening but if that was you 
then please accept my belated thanks. The 
driver of the car was reported for a number 
of driving offences including driving without 
third party insurance and driving on a 
provisional licence only. 

I have recently spoken with an Atworth 
resident with regards to scam phone calls 
where the caller has pretended to be from 
the bank and was asking for personal 
banking details to verify the residentôs 
identity. This caller was calling from 
outside of the area and research has 
shown that calls from this number had 
been received by residents all across the 
country. The caller had access to the 
residentôs name, address and general 
banking details such as account number 
and they would try to gain further details 
from the resident. I urge everyone to be 
wary of calls from people claiming to be 
from your bank asking for personal details. 
If you are unhappy with the call end the 
conversation and make contact with your 
bank direct. They will verify whether or not 

the call is genuine. In this instance the 
resident did end the call and made contact 
with their bank who then for safety reasons 
issued their client with new cards and bank 
details.  

The local concern that has been centred 
around dog fouling in Atworth was 
prioritised by the Neighbourhood Policing 
Team. We have been working with the 
local dog warden to seek ways to raise 
awareness in relation to this matter. With 
this in mind Sebastian Williams, the council 
dog warden for the area, attended the last 
Parish Council meeting to answer 
questions and concerns in relation to this 
issue. It was a good opportunity that was 
used by those present to bring these 
problems, highlighted in Atworth, to the 
attention of Sebastian Williams. Hopefully 
in bringing up this concern we can educate 
the small minority of dog walkers who 
refuse to pick up after their pets.  

Your Neighbourhood Policing Team hold 
regular monthly 'Drop-in' surgeries at the 
Independent Church (12:30-1:30pm every 
4th Tuesday of the month) and Neston 
Park farm shop (11:00am-noon every 4th 
Thursday of the month). This is your 
opportunity to come and speak with a 
member of your local NPT. In addition to 
these drop-ins we are also holding a half 
hour 'Police Surgery' before the start of 
each Atworth Parish Council meeting held 
in the Village Hall. You may also be able to 
catch a member of your local Policing 
Team at the Mobile Library that is run by 
Wiltshire Council. 

You can contact your local NPT on 0845 
408 7000 ext 728817  or by email on 
melkshamruralnorthnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police
.uk. 

For more about neighbourhood policing 
visit our website at www.wiltshire.police.uk. 
You can also call Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111 to report something anonymously. 
Thank you for reading,  

Barry Dalton, PC 1947 
                        Community Beat Manager  


